WHY MY MINISTRY DEPENDS MORE 

ON FAITH THAN ON ME!
Illustration:  Do you ever wonder what pastors write other pastors about?  Let me read you this rather humorous letter.  

To My Dear Friend Pastor Wally Bullhorn, 


I sure hope attendance at your church was better’n my church. We had us a bunch of sick folk, and them added to all the shut-ins made for a whole lot uh pew cushions to look at from the pulpit. My wife said I needed to git out and ride a bit 'cause the fresh air would make me feel better. 

Well, she took to drivin’ and I took to ridin’ and sure 'nuff, she was right. I tell you, Brother, I seen miracle after miracle! 


My Sunday School superintendent, Hank Weaselbaum had called to tell me that he was so deathly sick, he wouldn't make it to church. But there he was, drivin’ down the road with his favorite fishin’ pole stickin’ out the window. I tell you, only a miracle coulda’ snatched him out’a the jaws of death that way! 


Then there was my head deacon, Wilbur Snooch. He had done left a message on my answerin’ machine that his back was so jerked out’a line that he thought he might have to have surgery. But I want you to know that when we drove past the golf course, there he was, hittin’ golf balls on the drivin’ range. 


Hallelujah, our prayers worked! 


Edna Brump sent word with her sister that she wouldn’t make it ‘cause her stomach was all upset and she didn’t want to take a chance on havin’ a mishap in the church. But glory! There she was, standin’ in line at the Feedin’ Trough Smorgasbord. Another healin’! 


Seein’ all these mighty miracles and healin’s got me so worked up, I started singin’ the Doxology! Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Yes, sir, Brother Bullhorn, I’m excited! I just know we’ll be havin’ us a packed house next Sunday, what with all the sick and shut-ins revived by such a touch from Heaven. 


Your good friend, 
Pastor William Robert ("Billy-Bob”)
Aren’t you glad none of those people belong to this church?

But they could belong to this church and they could even be us, couldn’t they?  
Because there are times when we lose sight of the really big picture.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 1 ***  Title:  Why My Ministry Depends More on Faith Than On Me.  Text:  Hebrews 11:1-6.   Everyone on this side will read the verses in blue and everyone on this side will read the verses in red.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 2 ***  SIDE 1:  Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen.  For by it our ancestors were approved. 
SIDE 2:  By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen has been made from things that are not visible. 
SIDE 1:  By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By this he was approved as a righteous man, because God approved his gifts, and even though he is dead, he still speaks through this.  
SIDE 2:  By faith, Enoch was taken away so that he did not experience death, and he was not to be found because God took him away. For prior to his transformation he was approved, having pleased God.
ALL:  Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him. Heb 11:1-6 (HCSB)
Question:  Would anyone like to tell me what is the key word in this passage of scripture?  It is the word faith.  

Key:  The key item is not what they did...it is the fact that they possessed something called faith.  

So how is your faith?  Let’s talk about it.

Be seated.

Look in your Bible at all the names in Hebrews chapter 11.  Let me take you through some of the list.  Verse 4 – Abel, vs 5 – Enoch, vs 7 – Noah, vs 8 – Abraham, vs 11 – Sarah, vs 20 - Isaac, vs 21 - Jacob, vs 22 – Joseph, vs 23 - Moses, vs 30 – Joshua, vs 31 – Rahab the prostitute plus others are mentioned, too.  

Listen:  All of these people are important but I want you to notice that there was something even more important than their own abilities and that was their faith in God to do the work through them!

Every single one of those verses begins with the same two words, “By faith…”  and the rest of the verse tells us what that faith accomplished.    

Verse 2 says, “For by it (by their faith) these people in chapter 11 gained the approval of God.”  

Let me say it again:  your ministry depends more on your faith in God than on your own natural abilities.

Transition:  What then does it mean to minister in faith?  Let me give you 4 insights into what ministering in faith really means.  
 

*** SHOW SLIDE #3 ***  Insight #1 – Believe when I don’t see it!  
· Verse 1 says, “Faith is the reality or the substance – that means faith has weight to it – of what is hoped for or expected in the future.  Faith is the evidence or the conviction or the belief that things are going to happen which are not yet even seen.”
· In Noah’s case it was believing that it was going to rain even though he had never seen rain in his entire life.  

· So what did Noah do?  He built an ark!  

· That was totally contrary to what Noah’s senses told him!  

· READ:  He had never seen rain, never touched rain, never smelled rain, never tasted rain, never even heard rain but he believed that God meant what He said and that was good enough for him.  

· That is the difference between walking by faith and walking by sight!  

· The world says, “I’m from Missouri and seeing is believing.” 

· But God says, “I’m from heaven and believing is seeing.” 

· “In other words, Noah, just keep doing what I have told you to do even though you cannot see Me doing my job!”  

Do you know why we get so easily discouraged?  
It is because we cannot see God at work in our ministry!
· *** SHOW SLIDE #4 ***  Foolish Question:  How many of you have ever sat on the front porch and watched your tree grow?   Your neighbor said, “I’ve watched you for the last month sit on your porch every day and stare at that tree.  What in the world are you doing?”  You said, “I am watching my tree grow.”  

· How many of you have spent your entire summer sitting on the front porch watching your tree grow?  
· That is foolish because trees grow too slowly for you to see them grow.  

· But is your tree growing?  Yes.  

· You can’t see it grow but you know it is growing.  

Point:  Sometimes you cannot see the process working 
but you have to believe that God’s process is working!

· *** SHOW SLIDE #5 ***  LISTEN:  God said in Isaiah chapter 55 and vs 11, “My Word shall not return to Me void or empty but it will accomplish what I please!” and you have to believe that is happening even though you cannot see it happening!  

· If you are ministering the Word of God then you can rest assured that God is doing His part even though you cannot see God at work!  

· “God’s word will accomplish what God pleases!”  
Transition:  Faith is believing even when I don’t see it.

 

*** SHOW SLIDE 6 ***  Insight #2 – Obey when I don’t understand it.  

· Illustration:  A teacher asked his class, “What is faith?”  A woman answered, “I’m ignorant, but I believe faith is taking God at His word”  

· One of the descriptions of God in the Bible is that of the “only wise God.”  

· Do you know what that means?  That means that God is the only Person who is wise enough to never make a single mistake.  I want you to know that God is not going to make His first mistake with you either.  

· Verse 8 says, “God called Abraham to a land which he should later receive as his inheritance and he obeyed and he went forth not knowing where God was leading him.”   

Abraham is a classic example of obeying

when we don’t understand.
· Abraham was about 75 years old at this time!

· One preacher said that God asked Abraham to give up all of his security at an age when he should have been getting Social Security!

· The really scary part is God gave no details to Abraham. Here is how the conversation probably went.  

· God said, “Abraham, I want you to pack your bags and go to a different land.”   

· Abraham asked, “Where are we going?”
· God said, “You’ve never heard of it so there’s no reason to tell you.” 

· Abraham asked, “How long is it going to take?” 

· God said, “You’ll find out.

· Abraham asked, “How will I know when I get there?” 

· God said, “I’ll let you know!”
And the amazing thing is that Abraham 
was satisfied with that explanation.  

Abraham said, “Ok, Lord.”  He then packed his bags and went out, not having any idea where he would end up!

 
· *** SHOW SLIDE 7 ***  Point:  God is not as interested in you understanding Him as He is in you obeying Him!  

· Question:  Has God called you into a ministry?  Absolutely.  Every born again child of God has been called to some sort of ministry.  

1. Have you identified that ministry?  

2. Are you being obedient to that ministry?  

3. Are you personally helping people to become more like Jesus?

You say, “Pastor, I am trying but sometimes I feel like I am totally worthless!”  My friend, remember this:  your ministry will always depend more on faith than it will on you!  

That’s why you need to obey God’s call for your life 
even though you may not understand it.
 

*** SHOW SLIDE 8 ***  Insight #3 – Persist when I don’t feel like it.  

· Let me show you the reason why before I show you how to do it!
· *** SHOW SLIDE 9 ***  Everyone read with me this passage from Galatians chapter 6.  “Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked.  For whatever a man sows he will also reap...the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.  So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don’t give up.”  Gal 6:7-9 (HCSB)

· God guarantees there will eventually be a reward for the person who persists in the Lord’s work!!! 

· You say, “When, though,  will the reward happen?”  

· Verse 9 says the reward will come in “due time” or at the “appropriate time” and who determines the appropriate time?  It is God Himself!

· The reward will come in the time of God’s own choosing.  

· And one thing God never does is get in a hurry!  

· So the worse thing we could ever do is expect God to be on our timetable!

· There is a time to:

· plow the ground; 

· sow the seed;

· water the plants;

· reap the harvest!  

· It’s a lot more fun to reap than it is to plow, sow, and water but you can’t reap unless you first plow and sow and water!  

You have to do all of those things even when you don’t feel like it!

That’s what persistence is all about!  

· Question:  How, though, do you develop persistence?  
· *** SHOW SLIDE 10 ***  Everyone read with me verse 27 on the screen.  By faith Moses left Egypt behind, not being afraid of the king’s anger, for he persevered, as one who sees Him who is invisible. Heb 11:27 (HCSB)

· The Bible says Moses endured or persisted.  
· Why, though, did Moses persist?
· The last part of verse 27 says that Moses persisted because – the KJV uses the word “as” but it would be better translated “because” – because Moses saw Him who is invisible.  

· In other words, Moses didn’t:

· see the King that wanted to cut off his head; 

· see the size of the opposing army; 

· hear what the what the critics were saying because his eyes were focused on someone who was much bigger than any of them!  

Moses was totally focused upon the God 
who is invisible to the naked eye!
· To everyone else God was invisible and perhaps even non-existent!  

· Pharaoh even asked, “Who is the Lord that I obey Him?”  God was totally invisible to him!

· But to Moses it was as if God was visibly right alongside him and wherever he ministered God was also there ministering with him!  
· Moses may not have been able to see God with the natural eye but he could definitely see God through the eye of faith!
By faith Moses could see God at work 
and that meant there was no reason for Moses to give up! 

*** SHOW SLIDE 11 ***  Someone has said,  “Only as we see the invisible can we accomplish the impossible.”

The key to persistence is to keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ and if you do that then you can indeed accomplish the impossible. 

 

Above all, I must persist even when I 

don’t feel like it!

*** SHOW SLIDE 12 ***  Insight #4 – Trust even if I don’t get the blessing.   

· Each one of you has a God-given ministry of your own.  

· Question:  Is it really your ministry or have you surrendered that ministry back to the Lord and made it His ministry?
· Have you ever had a private dedication service where you laid your ministry upon the altar of God?  And said:

“All to Jesus I surrender,

All to Him I freely give,

I will ever love and trust Him,

In His presence daily live.”

· *** SHOW SLIDE 13 *** Here is why that is so significant:  

· If my ministry now belongs to God, isn’t it God’s right to use my ministry as He decides best?  

· *** SHOW SLIDE 14 ***  Vs 39 says (and I am giving you my own paraphrase), “All of these people we have mentioned received God’s approval because of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised.” 

· Did these people in chapter 11 have important ministries?  Yes!

· But did they get the final blessing?  No.  

But they kept working in hope that someone down the road 
would get the final blessing!
· Do you know what these people actually were?  

· They were like the bottom floors in a 100-story skyscraper. 

· One person’s ministry was in constructing the first floor, someone else the fifth floor, but their ministries were long gone by the time the 100th floor was finished.  

· They had a ministry, but it was not the ministry that would exist when everything reached its fullest potential.   

· However, could the ministry have reached its fullest potential without them?  No. 

· After all, can you have a 100th floor without a first floor or a second floor? No.  

Read:  Let me read you something very important.  The only reason some of us have ministries today is because someone ministered before us.  Our ministries exist because of their ministries; our ministries are built on their ministries!  Can anyone say amen to that?  
Let me change a few words and read it to you again.  The only reason some people will have ministries thirty years in the future is because you hung in there and ministered before them.  Their ministries will exist because of your ministries.  Their ministries will be built on your ministries.  Why?  Because you kept the faith and kept ministering in the here and the now.  

· Maybe your ministry doesn’t look like much right now…the issue is not what it looks like now but what it will look like when God brings it to its fullest potential somewhere down the road.  

· That ministry may reach its fullest potential while you are still involved with it.  
· On the other hand it may reach its fullest potential after you are dead and gone.  

· *** SHOW SLIDE 15 ***  Everyone read with me the question that is on the screen.  Am I content to be a building block for someone else’s ministry?  

· Some people won’t do anything unless they can be in the finale and get the glory…they have not yet surrendered their ministry to God.  

· God is not concerned about who is on the 100th floor or the first floor…God is just interested in the ministry getting done.  

I want everyone to do something strange for me.  I want you to close your Bible and just listen to me.  

Illustration:  Many years ago there was a famous explorer known as Shackleton.  Shackleton spent much of his time in the Arctic.  He was planning his very last expedition to the Arctic when this particular incident happened.  

Shackleton was seated in his London office with a friend.  The friend said, “I am surprised at the publicity you have given to this new expedition of yours.  It is not like you to seek publicity.”
Shackleton said, “I have a purpose in doing so.  I want my colleague, Mr. Wild, to hear about my plans.  He has gone to the heart of Africa and not left us with an address to contact him.  I thought if I publicized the news that the news might somehow make it into the center of Africa and he might hear about it.  And if Wild knows I am going he will come…”  

At that very moment there was a noise in the doorway.  They looked up and standing in the doorway was Mr. Wild.  Shackleton ran to Wild and shook his hand.  

Wild said, “I heard you were going.  The news found its way into Africa.  I dropped my gun, picked up my baggage, and made straight for home and here I am.  Sir Shackleton, what are your orders?”  
Total surrender…total devotion…total selflessness…total commitment…

“What are your orders?”

So dear Jesus, what are your orders for me?  


May that be our prayer today.  

Bow.  
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