WHY IS IT SO EASY AND YET SO 

HARD TO GET SAVED?

Have you ever asked a child a question and then got back an answer you never thought of?  That is what happened in this particular case.

A Sunday School teacher was teaching her little five year olds the difference between right and wrong.  She said, “All right, children.  If I were to reach into a man’s pocket and take his wallet with all of his money what would I be?”  One little boy immediately answered, “Teacher, you would be his wife!”

Now that was an easy question…but all of you know that the true answer isn’t the wife but it’s the children!  And some of you parents are saying to yourself, “Oh, how well I know…”

But there are other questions which are much harder to answer…some questions which seem to be even contradictory but yet they are questions which must be answered…

Some questions which may even determine the difference between heaven and hell for someone that you know and love very much.  

The title of this message is, “Why Is It So Easy and Yet So Hard To Get Saved?”    Acts 26:24 – 28 says, “Now as he (Paul) thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!”  But he said, “I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason.  For the king, before whom I also speak freely, knows these things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe.”  Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”  (NKJV)


Many churches end their worship services by singing a hymn of invitation.  During that time we invite people to respond to God’s call upon their life, whatever that call may be!  People can come forward for counseling, prayer, any of a number of reasons!  



One of those special invitation hymns was taken from our text of “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”  This song is probably the most haunting song in the entire hymnbook.  This is what it says:

 “Almost persuaded, now to believe

Almost persuaded Christ to receive,

Seems now some soul to say,

‘Go, Spirit, go Thy way,

Some more convenient day

On Thee I’ll call.”

 “Almost persuaded, harvest is past!

Almost persuaded, doom comes at last,

‘Almost’ cannot avail,

‘Almost’ is but to fail!

Sad, sad that bitter wail –

‘Almost, but lost.”


The story of King Agrippa is the story of a man who was so close to making everything right with his soul and yet at the same he was so far away from making everything right with his soul.

If you were to ask him, “How close are you to giving your life to Jesus Christ?” he would say “This close,” and he would have an 1/8 inch gap between his fingers but then he would add, “But in another way the gap is wider than this building,” because “Almost” is not close enough no matter how you look at it!


I remember my own experience as a nine-year-old boy.  I had been bothered about my own salvation for over a year.  I listened to the old-timers – to a little boy everyone is an old-timer! -  testify about how easy it is to get saved… “All you have to do is believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior!”

I  thought to myself, “If it is so easy to get saved then I’d already be saved.  Getting saved has to be the hardest thing that anyone does.”

But then one night I actually did get saved – I passed from death to life – hellbound sinner to a heavenbound saint – and I then realized that it really is easy to get saved!  

The old-timers were exactly right when they said, “It is so easy to get saved!”

That same experience has been repeated over and over again!  I have seen people stand during the invitation gripping the seat in front of them, tears running down their faces, knowing what they should do and yet standing there and still doing nothing!  

But then they eventually got saved and to a person they would say, “If I had known it would be that easy I would have gotten saved a long time ago.”
But it didn’t happen a long time ago, did it?


And for some who are here today it may not have happened even yet…but yet you want to be saved…you want to have your sins forgiven…your life changed…God in control…


But for you it is so very hard to get saved…and you feel like you are climbing over a mountain!

WHY THEN IS IT SO EASY AND YET SO HARD TO GET SAVED?  

Difficulty #1 - The way of salvation by faith is a stumbling block to many.  


Everyone who has ever walked outside at night without a flashlight knows what a stumbling block is.  It might be your child’s tricycle…it might be a garden hose…tree root…anything which someone left outside!  That stumbling block becomes an obstacle to you achieving your goal.

One of the biggest stumbling blocks to you getting saved is that you have to understand salvation is not by anything you do but it is by believing in what Jesus Christ did for you on the cross of Calvary!  

You say, “Pastor, that is easy!”  But it is not easy because every one of us wants to contribute something to our salvation so that we can say, “Look what I did!”  

God’s way of salvation is just the opposite.  God’s way requires you to accept the fact that you cannot do anything to save yourself.  All you can do is believe that Jesus Christ did everything that has to be done on the cross of Calvary!  

And the Bible says that this is a stumbling block to many people!   “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block and unto the Gentiles foolishness because the foolishness of God is wiser than men…”  I Corinthians 1:23

One of our church members Chris Bishop has been witnessing to a Roman Catholic lady at the Huntington Mall.  One day Chris started talking with her then realized this woman was really interested in getting saved. 

Chris said, “Wait a minute.  I have something out in my car that I need.”  He ran out to the car, got his Bible, and F.A.I.T.H. outline and then came back and gave this lady the entire plan of salvation.  She did not get saved but she was sure considering it.

Chris gave my name to this lady and asked her to call me.  Sure enough, she called and we talked for more than an hour.  

She said, “I can see by watching Chris that he has a personal relationship with God and I want to have that in my own life.  But I don’t have that relationship in my own religion.  So tell me what I need to do.”

One of the points which I stressed was that every religion in the world can be divided into only two camps.  You can draw a line down the middle and put every religion on one side of that line.  On the left side of the line you write down all the religions which believe you yourself must do something in order to be saved, maybe be a good mother, keep the Golden rule, get baptized, give money, do good works!”  On the right side of the line you can write down all the religions which believe that what needs to be done has already been done – ie. By Jesus Christ on the cross and what that means is that all that is left for you to do is to accept that sacrifice by faith!  

I asked her, “Have you been taught that Jesus Christ did everything that needs to be done for a sinner to get saved?”  And she said, “No.”  

I said, “Your religion then depends on something you must do and it must go on the left side.  But the religion of the Bible teaches that salvation is in what Jesus Christ did for you on the cross of Calvary!” 

Jesus Christ has already done everything which needs to be done and all you now have to do is put your faith and trust in Him!

You say, “Pastor, that sounds too good to be true!  Surely there must be something else besides that!  How about earning my way to heaven by…”  

What does the Bible say?  


John 1:12-13 says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

John 3:14-16 says, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  

John 3:18 and 3:36 say, ““He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God... He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

John 5:24 says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

John 6:40 and 6:47 say, “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day... Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”


Can God make it any simpler than that?


Every single one of those verses tells us that salvation is in a person – not in a religion, not in anything which you can ever do - and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ!    

My friend, do you really believe that Jesus Christ is able to take care of your soul?  Then put your soul in His hands and you’ll find out how easy it is to get saved!  

And you’ll say, “If I had known it was that easy I would have done it a long time ago!”

Difficulty #2 - The devil will not let go of you easily.  


Something happened near the end of World War II that no one has ever been able to truly understand.  The Allied armies were getting close to the Nazi death camps where the Jews and other nationalities were being exterminated.  It was obvious that the camps were going to be captured in a matter of only hours.  And yet the Nazi’s kept executing people to the very last minute.


Can you imagine being a Jew and knowing that your rescuers were just a few miles away?  You look at your executioner and say, “Why are you doing this to me?  You ought to leave us and run for your own life while you can still get away!”  

The executioner answers, “Because we do not want you to go free.  We will kill every one of you even if it kills us in the process.”  

A person would have to be full of hate to do that!

That is the same way the devil thinks about your own life.  The devil wants to see every single one of you in hell even if it kills him in the process and he will do everything he can to accomplish that purpose!

There are two truths I want you to understand about your own soul:

First, if you do not belong to Jesus then you right now belong to the devil.  “Then they will come to their senses and escape from the Devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.”  II Timothy 2:26.  There are no independent people – all of us belong to either God or the devil!  If you do not belong to Jesus then you right now belong to the devil’s family!

Second, the devil wants you to join him in his own hell!!!  “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.”  Matthew 13:19  The best news that you can ever receive is someone telling you about Jesus.  The devil, though, wants to snatch that news away from you before you can respond to it!

But consider the devil’s ultimate end!  “Then Jesus will say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels!”  Matthew 25:41!  Does that sound to you as if the devil has your best interests at heart?  NO!

What is the devil doing right now as I speak?  The devil is giving you every reason in the book why it is not in your best interest to get saved!  For example, the devil whispers, “You can’t live the Christian life.”  Believe it or not, that part is true!  You can’t live the Christian life until after you receive Jesus and only then can you do it when your life is totally surrendered to Jesus Christ!

Second, the devil whispers, “What will your friends say?”  The mother of H. A. Ironside told him, “Son, your friends may laugh you into hell but they’ll never laugh you out of hell.”  Any friend who keeps you away from Jesus is not a friend worth having because they do not have your best interest at heart!  

The devil says, “You’ll have to change your life.”  To be honest, you don’t have to worry about that because Jesus will change your life for you!  

Two brothers ran a coal business in a small town.  During a revival one of the brothers received Jesus Christ.  He then tried to persuade his brother to do the same.  He said, “Why can’t you become a Christian and join the church like I did?”  

The brother said, “It’s a fine thing for you to join the church but if I join, who’ll weigh the coal?”  

What kind of reasoning is that? Is hell worth making a few dollars more by cheating?  


Let me mention the devil’s favorite objection to you getting saved.  He will say, “You can always wait until tomorrow.  After all, you have waited this long!”  But wouldn’t it be a horrible thing if tomorrow never came?  The Bible reminds us that “today is the accepted time; right now is the day of salvation!” 

I remember one time explaining the way of salvation to an audience.  I then said, “Some of you have been thinking about this for a long time but you haven’t yet made your commitment.”  One woman looked up at me with one of the most unusual expression I have ever seen in an invitation.  It was an expression that said, “You know, don’t you?”  

The devil had said to her, “You can always wait until tomorrow…” and she had believed it every time at the risk of spending eternity in hell with the devil!

Suppose that woman dies like that…do you think the devil will give her any comfort in hell?  No!  He will have done just exactly what he most wanted to do!  

One man told me that he gripped the back seat so hard that he permanently left his imprints in that seat!  It was all because he listened to the devil!    

I remember a man saying, “I don’t want God in my life.  I don’t want anyone telling me what to do.”  He died just like that because he listened to the devil!
My friend, do you really believe that the devil has your best interests at heart?  Of course not!  So say no to the devil and say yes to Jesus and you’ll find out how easy it is to get saved!   And you’ll say, “If I had known it was that easy I would have done it a long time ago!”

Difficulty #3 – Realizing how much God wants you to come to Him is never easy.  

You may be carrying a tremendous load of guilt today – you have heard all about God’s holiness and hell and judgment to come and if anyone deserves hell it is you!

A woman was living in deep sin and decided to go to church one day.  She heard the pastor preach on John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  

The woman asked, “Do you mean there is hope for even a sinner like me?”  The pastor showed the woman this verse from John 6.  Jesus said, “Him (or her) that comes to Me I will in no way cast out or refuse.”  

The woman then said, “That means me, too,” and she gave her heart to Jesus.  


One of my favorite songs says, “Christ receiveth sinful men, even me with all my sin!”  Another song asks the question, “Would God devote His own Son for such a worm as I?”  And the answer all the way through the Bible is yes!  “For God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance and to Him!” II Peter 3:9


Someone said to their pastor, “You make it so easy to get saved.”  The pastor said, “I did not make it easy.  God made it easy.”  

Let’s imagine the unthinkable happens.  Your teenage daughter rebels against you and decides to run away from home.  She makes a mess of her life, embarrasses the family name, does everything imaginable.  

Would you still want her back?  Of course!  All she would have to do is say, “Daddy, I am sorry.   I want to come home.”  

That would be a hard admission on her part, wouldn’t it?  

She says, “Daddy, will you take me back?”

The truth is you want her to come home even more than she wants to come home so you would make it very easy for her to come back.  

How much simpler can God make it than what He already has?  

Are you ready to get saved?  

If the answer to that question is yes then you are about to find out why it really is so easy to get saved.
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