Text: Simon Magus in Acts 8

How many people do you pray for on a daily basis who are not right with God?  These people are either unsaved or backslidden.  

It is ok to pray for someone in King’s Daughter Hospital to get well physically…but it is much more important to pray for someone in sin’s hospital who needs to get well spiritually.  

Write: I need a list of spiritually sick people to pray for every day.  

Some people are very obviously lost.  Other people may be saved but backslidden…away from God.  And sometimes we don’t know which category they fall in…have they really been saved?  

I wrote down the names on my own prayer list.  27 names.  Those names are in two categories under a title of “SPIRITUALLY SICK.”  

The first category is for folks who are not saved.  Fourteen of those names were for people I am 99.9% sure are unsaved.  The other thirteen names were for people who may or may not be saved.  One thing I definitely know about those 13 is they are not walking in the Spirit of God.  So when I pray I put a big question mark over them and just ask God to do what He needs to do to get them right with Him.  
The second category of people is for those who may be saved or may not be saved but they’re obviously not right with God.  This includes people like Simon Magus.  Was Simon a truly born again man or just someone who made a profession in order to get some personal gain?  The Bible scholars have debated that issue for 2,000 years.  We’ll not know the answer until we arrive in heaven and see if Simon made it.  
Guess what?  I don’t have to know if Simon is saved or not…all I have to know is that he’s not right with God…so I add Simon to my prayer list, also.  
I received an email today from a church member who said, “I am really struggling spiritually.  I am not where God wants me to be.”  I wrote this person back and said, “I can help you but you have to first put yourself in the position where you can receive help.”  That person was already on my prayer list.  

Who do you have on your prayer list that falls into these two categories: either not saved or not right with God?

Who then should we add to our prayer list?  People who have:

1. never made a public confession of faith.  Romans 10 and Matthew 10:32.  Not making a public confession is like refusing to tell anyone you’re married.  It’s not natural.  It’s like being married to the most wonderful person in the world but not telling anyone.  How do you keep something like that a secret?   
2. never been baptized.  Baptism is the first act of obedience of a new convert.  See Acts 8:12, 36.  There is no biblical evidence of a believer who refused baptism.  But many do today.  It’s not natural.  Why do we count baptisms instead of professions?  Baptism is an evidence of your profession.  In Bible times no one was considered part of the visible family of God (the church) until they were baptized.  
3. no interest in church attendance.  Hebrews 10:24.  See the next few verses which clearly discuss the fate of those who have abandoned the church for something else…fearful thing to fall into the hands of an a living God!  
4. no submission to spiritual authority.  Matthew 23:37.  Isaiah was sawed in half.  It didn’t matter to Israel who the prophet was!  The outcome was always the same.  Whoever God sent to be His authority was rejected!  How do you see this evidenced?  You see it in people’s reactions to pastors and church leaders and teachers.  I can show you people who have had problems with five straight pastors.  They wouldn’t have had a problem with the pastor if the pastor didn’t preach.  But the pastor represented God’s authority in that church.  
5. no love for the family of God.  I John 3:14-15.  This person’s life is consumed with hate or bitterness or anger or jealousy.  Why is this so significant?  The first fruit of the Holy Spirit is love!  If you are right with God then you will automatically love people!   
6. no interest in serving God.  Apathy is the key word here!  James 2:14.  Key:  Faith alone saves but the faith that saves is not alone.  
7. no desire for spiritual things.  What is the difference between God’s church and the Garden Club or any civic organization?  The church is a spiritual family.  Think about this statement:  Everything which makes the church work is spiritual.  Read Romans 8:5-7.  The natural man cannot receive the things of God because they are spiritual.      

a. I remember one lady.  Someone asked me, “You’ve heard her testify before.  But have you ever heard her talk about anything spiritual?” 

b. Old saying: If the preaching rubs the fur the wrong way, turn the animal around.”  Yep, but suppose they can’t turn the animal around because they’ve never been born again?
8. No chastisement for doing wrong.  Hebrews 12.  I asked one man, “Do you have beer in that refrigerator?”  “Yes.  I know it’s wrong.”  “Are you happy with your life?”  “No.”  Some people say, “Yes.”  They are living in immorality and have peace of heart. 

a. Write: The backslider is the most miserable person on the earth.  

b. Why?  Because God makes him miserable.  

c. Chastening and scourging are not pleasant!      

1st introduction: It was fashionable or appropriate in Bible times to preach to people who made a profession of faith years ago but never lived out their profession and ask them, “Have you really been saved?”  One of our local pastors told dad that half his people had never been saved.  Criswell estimated that half of his people had never been saved.  

The old-time preachers referred to such professions of faith as a dry birth.  We would like to think that everyone is saved who makes a profession of faith but the Bible warns us that is not so.  

Read John 2:22-24, II Corinthians 13:5, II Peter 1:10.  

