What the Bible Teaches about the Priesthood of the Believer

Text:  Matthew 27:50-51, Hebrews 10:19-20

The Bible Teaches the priesthood of all believers so that every Christian has direct access to God in prayer through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest.  Furthermore, the Bible teaches there is no mediator between God and man other than Jesus Christ.

Boettner:  “The essential idea of a priest is that of a mediator between God and man.  In his fallen estate man is a sinner, guilty before God, and alienated from Him.  He is, therefore, helpless until someone undertakes to act as His representative before God.”

“In ancient Israel the priests performed three primary duties:  they ministered at the sanctuary before God, offering sacrifices to Him in behalf of the people; they taught the people the law of God and they inquired for the people concerning the divine will.  With the coming of Christ this office found its fulfillment in Him.”

I. THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PRIESTHOOD – 

A. A priest was ceremonially cleansed once and for all (Exodus 29:4, Titus 3:5).

B. A priest had to be born into the right family (Levi) (Exodus 29:4, John 1:12).

C. A priest operated under the authority of a high priest (Hebrews 5:1-5).

II. THE PRIVILEGES OF THE PRIESTHOOD – 

A. Every believer is part of a spiritual temple (I Corinthians 3:6, 6:19, I Peter 2:5).

B. Every believer is a priest in this temple (I Peter 2:5, 9). 

Radamacher:  “The living stones when they are built into the house become also the body of priests who minister in the house.”

Boettner:  “Peter was not addressing a priestly caste, but all true believers, as is shown by the fact that his epistle was addressed to Jewish Christians who were scattered throughout the various nations, ‘sojourners of the Dispersion’ (1:1), even to those who are as ‘newborn babes’ in the faith (2:2).  And in Revelation 1:5-6 John says, ‘Unto Him that loved us and loosed us from our sins by His blood, and He made us to be a kingdom, to be PRIESTS unto His God and Father.’”

C. Every believer has access to God (Hebrews 4:16, 10:19-22).

Boettner:  “All born again believers, having now been given the right of access to God through Christ their Savior, and being able to go directly to God in prayer and so to intercede for themselves and others, themselves become priests of God.  For these are the functions of a priest.  This we term the universal priesthood of believers.  And this is the DISTINCTIVE feature of Protestantism as regards the doctrine of the priesthood.”

III. THE SACRIFICES OF THE PRIESTHOOD (spiritual sacrifices) – I Peter 2:5.

Radamacher:  “The Greek word ‘anaphero’ is the usual word for offering sacrifices.  It speaks of the Old Testament priest bringing the sacrifices up to the altar.”
A. The sacrifice for sin is to be repeated no more (Hebrews 10:18).  Contrast this with the Roman Catholic Mass.

B. The sacrifice of our body (Roman 12:1).  Was not Isaac a LIVING SACRIFICE? 

C. The sacrifice of praise (Hebrews 13:15…let us keep offering…).

D. The sacrifice of good works (Hebrews 13:16).  “…whenever he is accomplishing God’s will in his life…” (Walvoord).  THUS, EVEN THE SIMPLEST ACT IS DONE FOR HIM RATHER THAN FOR OUR OWN SELF-SATISFACTION!

E. The sacrifice of substance (Philippians 4:18).

IV. THE INTERCESSION OF THE PRIESTHOOD – 

In addition to offering the four sacrifices outlined in the Scriptures, the believer-priest should offer intercession to God.  This aspect of his priestly work involves all his work in prayer, regardless of its particular character.  In view of the individual’s position in Christ which has constituted him a member of a royal priesthood, he may pray in Christ’s name (John 14:13-14).

He also has the right to bring his own personal needs to God and expect God to supply (Philippians 4:6-7, 19).  The believer-priest, however, should not be occupied only with his own needs, but also with the needs of others (Ephesians 6:18).  His prayer should be characterized as being continual, that is, uninterrupted (I Thessalonians 5:17). As priests, believers have the right to enter into the heavenly holy of holies (Hebrews 10:19-22) and there may plead their case and intercede before a mercy seat made gracious by the shed blood of Christ.  In offering his sacrifices and intercession, the believer-priest is fulfilling in large measure his total effective ministry for God in this world.  The fulfillment of his priestly responsibilities is integral in any vital Christian experience and effective witness for God.

V. THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE PRIESTHOOD:  JESUS CHRIST (I Timothy 2:5).

     As the Priest, Jesus suffered in man’s stead and satisfied divine holiness and opened the way for God to pardon and restore the guilty.  One of the most profound mysteries of Christianity is that He became Priest and Lamb and both Punisher and Punished (Romans 3:25-26; Hebrews 9:12; John 1:25).

     As Priest, Jesus was, and is, sinless.  Aaron had to offer sacrifices for his own sin, as well as for the sins of others (Hebrews 7:9-10).  In heaven, He pleads His efficacious blood on our behalf (Hebrews 2:17; 3:1).

     As the Priest, He secures, on the basis of Atonement, all of our temporal and spiritual blessings (Isaiah 53:12; Luke 22:31-32; 23:34; John 14:16).

     As the Priest, He continues His intercessory ministry for the Church on earth 

(Hebrews 4:15; 9:11-15; 9:24-28; 10:19). 

