What the Bible Teaches About the Holy Spirit

THE BIBLE TEACHES that the Holy Spirit is the third Person in the Trinity, co-eternal, co-existent, and co-equal with the Father and the Son.  Being God, the Holy Spirit convicts of sin, regenerates the believing sinner, and comforts the believer.  Immediately upon regeneration, the Holy Spirit baptizes the believer into the body of Christ, permanently indwells him, and seals him in salvation for all eternity.

The Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost are two different titles for the same person.  The term “GHOST” has been dropped in recent years because of its relationship to Halloween, goblins, and haunted houses.  Thus, most of the modern translations refer to the Third Person as the Holy Spirit.

I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON – John 14:16, 17, 16:7-8.

Dr. Jowett:  “Our fellowship is not with a ‘something’ but with a ‘Somebody’,  not with an ‘it’ but with ‘Him’,  not with a ‘force’, but with a ‘Spirit.’”

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD YET A DISTINCT PERSON.

A. Co-eternal (Hebrews 9:14)

B. Co-existent (I John 5:7-8, John 15:26)

C. Co-equal (John 14:16, Matthew 28:19-20)

III. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ACTIVE IN THE WORLD (Act 1:5, 8; 2:4)

A. Convicts or enlightens every sinner of his need of Christ (John 16:7-11)

B. Regenerates the believing sinner into a new creation (John 3:5, Titus 3:5)

C. Comforts the believer (John 14:16)

D. Baptizes the believer into a permanent union with Jesus Christ (another proof of eternal security) (I Corinthians 12:12-13, 6:17, Ephesians 2:5-6, 10, 15, 18, 5:30, also 1:1, 3 (key to all spiritual blessings).

“We believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit take place at the time of conversion 

and is the act of placing the believer into the body of Christ, but is not a second 

work of grace (I Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 3:27).  It is different than the filling 

of the Holy Spirit which is an ongoing process that may occur at any time in the believer’s life (Ephesians 5:18).  Neither of these aspects is accompanied by unusual signs such as speaking in tongues.”  (AWANA Statement) 

E. Indwells every believer (Romans 8:9, I Corinthians 6:19, Ephesians 5:18)

F. Seals the believer to ensure his salvation (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

“The Spirit is like the wind.  There is mystery, there is power, and we cannot chart the course of the Spirit.  He is sovereign to do as He pleases, just as the wind blows where it lists.  He did not use the same manner or method with Knox or Luther and Wesley and Moody.  With Whitefield He blew in one fashion, with Moody in another.  The Great Awakening was not like the Welsh Revival.”
from THE WIND AND THE SPIRIT by Vance Havner

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, There is Liberty…

