What The Bible Teaches About The Holy Scriptures

Text:  Titus 2:1

THE BIBLE TEACHES that every word in the Bible is inspired of God and is without error in the original writings.  It is the final and supreme authority in faith and life.

FACT:  Only 32 percent of adult Americans believe that the Bible has been literally inspired by God.  In 1978 this figure stood at 38 percent, and in 1963 at close to 65 percent.  In the South, 46 percent believe in biblical literalism.  Sixteen percent of Americans regard the Scriptures as merely fables.

I. THE MEANING OF INSPIRATION – “. . . inspired . . .” (II Timothy 3:16)

   Lockyer:  “The particular word used by Paul means ‘God-breathed,’ that is, God Himself or through

   His Holy Spirit, told the writers of the Bible just he very things to record.”  Dr. Pierson:  “It is

   inspired.  This may be said of every good book or noble work of man, in a sense.  ‘Paradise Lost’ or

   the steam engine came of the inspiration of genius, but his is a God-breathed inspiration.  The figure

   is taken from that work of creation where the bodily form became instinct with life when the breath

   of the Creator entered it.  Into form of language came the breath of inspiration an so the element of 

   infallibility, distinguishing the Scriptures from all human writings.”

II. THE EXTENT OF INSPIRATION – “ . . .every word and with out error . . .” (II  Timothy 

   3:16, Matthew 5:18, John 10:35).  The Bible not only CONTAINS the Word of God but it actually IS 

   the Word of God.

III. THE FINALITY OF INSPIRATION – “ . . .final and supreme authority . . .” (See 

   Revelation 22:18-19, II Peter 1:18-19, Jude 3).

   Contrast the Bible with the words of the Charismatic J. Rodman Williams:


“Most of us were familiar with prophetic utterances as recorded in the Bible, and willing to accept it as the Word of God.  Isaiah’s or Jeremiah’s ‘thus says the Lord’ we were accustomed to, but to hear a Tom or Mary
today, in the twentieth century, speak the same way. . .!  Many of us also had convinced ourselves that prophecy ended with the New Testament (despite all the New Testament evidence to the contrary), until suddenly through the dynamic thrust of the Holy Spirit prophecy comes alive again.  Now we wonder how we could have misread the New Testament for so long!”

The Bible ________________ my experience; my experience does not _________________ the Bible!

IV. THE ENEMY OF INSPIRATION – “ . . .in faith an life.”  (Matthew 15:9)

The greatest enemy of any church is ____________________.  Some ____________________

__________________________ traditions are as follows:

1) Prayers for the dead began about A.D. 300.

2) Extreme Unction began about A.D. 526.

3) The doctrine of Purgatory began in A.D. 593.

4) Latin became the official language of the church in A.D. 600.

5) Prayers were directed to Mary in A.D. 600.

6) Kissing the pope’s foot began in A.D. 709.

7) Holy Water (mixed with salt) commenced in A.D. 850.

8) Canonization of dead saints began in A.D. 995.

9) The Rosary was invented in A.D. 1090.

10) Sales of indulgences was begun in A.D. 1190.

11) Transubstantiation was recognized in A.D. 1215.

12) Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary was proclaimed in 1854.
