What the Bible Teaches about the Fall of Man

THE BIBLE TEACHES that God created man in His own image.  Adam, the first man, voluntarily disobeyed the commandment of God and thereby experienced the penalty of physical and spiritual death.  As a result, the entire human race has inherited a sin nature which is totally opposed to God.  When one reaches the age whereby he is capable of moral action he then becomes individually guilty and accountable before God for his sin.

I. man is uniquely created in the image of God – Genesis 1:26

A. In perfection – Matthew 5:48

B. In mercy – Luke 6:36

C. In love – I John 4:8-11

D. In holiness – I Peter 1:15-16

E. In dominion – Genesis 1:28 , 2:20

note:  What monkey possesses the human attributes of man?  Plate’s definition of man as a “two-legged animal without feathers” was ridiculed, and rightly so, by Diogenes, who produced a plucked cock, saying, “Here is Plato’s man!”
II. man sinned through its representative, Adam – Romans 5:12-19

A. It was willful sin, for Adam was not deceived as Eve (I Timothy 2:4)

B. It was rebellion against the rule of God (Lamentations 1:18)

C. It was an act of spiritual suicide (Romans 5:12)

D. It brought evil upon others (Romans 5:12)

III. man is being penalized daily for Adam’s sin.  The extent of man’s fall is graphically

described by John Milton in Paradise Lost:  “Of man’s first disobedience and the fruit of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste brought death into the world, and all our woe, with loss of Eden.”


The results of man’s sin are terrible to contemplate.  Sin became universal (Romans 5:12, 19); 


it meant the loss of communion with God (Isaiah 59:2, Genesis 3:24); it brought the 


condemnation of God (Galatians 3:10, Colossians 1:21); it resulted in earthly sorrow (Lamentations 


5:16, 17); it produced spiritual death (Genesis 3:17); and ends in eternal punishment (Matthew 25:41).

IV. man is a sinner by birth before he is a sinner by choice – Psalm 51:5, Ephesians 2:3.


Man is not a _______________________________ because he ______________________


but rather man __________________________ because he is a ____________________.

 “The Fall resulted in the total depravity of man, which means that although he is not altogether bad, every part of his nature became tainted by sin.”  (Lockyer)

Man’s whole being is corrupted – his spirit is darkened (Ephesians 4:17-18, I Corinthians 2:14); his soul is debased (Jeremiah 17:9, Ephesians 4:19); his body is diseased and death – ridden (Romans 7:24); his will is weakened (Romans 7); his conscience is blunted (I Timothy 4:2).  Sin brought a division into man’s nature, the lower dominating the higher.

V. man is morally responsible to God for his sin.
A. Age of responsibility (or accountability)  - II Samuel 12:23

B. Accountability of each sinner (Revelation 20:7-9)

C. Accounting of each sin – Romans 2:6  

      Hell has degrees of punishment for the awfulness of each sin !!!!!!!!!!!!
