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The Bible teaches that every believer is to be separated in two directions: first,
separated from all manner of worldliness including religious apostasy, sinful practices,
and worldly standards; and, second, separated fe God for personal holiness and Spirit-
filled service. We are set apart from sin but set apart for God!

Biblical separation is God’s preventive medicine to protect us from being polluted by an
ungodly world. In so doing God protects the purity of the gospel, the purity of the
church, as well as the purity of each Christian’s personal testimony.

Dr. Paul Jackson said, “Separation is to the whole ministry of the Word Of God and the
service of Jesus Christ what sanitation and sterilization are to surgery.” Without
personal separation God’s work becomes diluted and impure!

I. Biblical separation involves our attitudes (I John 2:15-17). The world is a spirit (a
devil-energized attitude) which is expressed in things. One Christian wrote, “Whatever
cools my affection toward Christ is the world.”

A. Biblical separation produces a holy attitude rather than a sinful attitude
(Leviticus 20:23-26 versus Psalm 1:1-3).

B. Biblical separation produces a heavenly attitude rather than a worldly attitude
(Colossians 3:1 versus II Timothy 4:10). Christians are not called to be worldly
but rather to be “otherworldly!”

C. Biblical separation produces a healthy attitude rather than a halfway attitude
(Philippians 3:14 versus II Peter 2:8). No hypocrites here!

IL. Biblical separation involves our associations (II Corinthians 6:14-17). This
includes our associations (our unions) as individuals as well as a local church. Robert
Gromacki said, “There cannot be separation within unequal associations. Separation is
basically positive, toward God, but it can only take place afier departing from sin and
unholy alliances...The concept behind ‘be separate’ is to mark off boundaries beyond
which you will not go. These fences of restriction must be based upon obedience to the
revealed truth of Scripture.” Charles Ryrie states in his Ryrie Study Bible, “This
injunction applies to marriage, business, and to ecclesiastical and intimate personal
relationships.”

A. Do not be united with false doctrine or so-called churches which teach false
doctrine (I John 4:1, Romans 16:17, Titus 1:13, I Timothy 3:5, II Thessalonians
3:6, I John 10-11). Everything which calls itself Christian is not truly
Christian!

The Associated Press (1996) reported, “In a return to its theological roots,
United Methodists decided Monday that people should be considered full
members of the church when they are baptized rather than when they are old
enough to profess their faith. The new policy was unanimously approved by
about 1,000 delegates. The statement moves the 8.5 million-member church
closer to Lutheran, Episcopal, and Catholic churches and away from some
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If you don’t want to be like the other corrupt denominations then don’t join
hands with them! It is better to have a limited fellowship than to have a
limited message!

B. Do not be united with unbelievers (Amos 3:3, Psalm 1, Ezra 10:11). D. L.Moody
said, “What was God’s call to Abraham? ‘Get thee out.” What was God’s word
to Isaiah? ‘Go ye out...touch no unclean thing.” And for us the command is
‘Come out and be ye separate.””

C. Do not be united with disobedient Christians (I Corinthians 5:7, 13, 1I

Thessalonians 3:6, 14), Matthew 18:15-17).

Paul Jackson observed, “Whenever Israel has been marked by the mixed multitude,
whenever they have broken down the separation between them and the nations, they have
come into judgment from God. They are a distinctive people. Separation is a divine
principle. It is eternal in its operation under the hand of God, all the way through the
New Testament until you come to the book of Revelation and God says, ‘Come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sin” (Revelation 18:4). Division!”

III. Biblical separation involves our ambitions (Luke 9:46). Even those in Christian
service can be deceived by the strong desire to “be the greatest.” This desire leads us to
say, “I know what the Bible says but...” The end does not justify the means!

A. God did not call us to be great but rather to be faithful (I Corinthians 4:5).

B. God did not call us to compromise the faith but rather to contend for the faith
(Jude 3).

C. God did not call us to change the world through politics, laws, or social activities
but rather to do so through the Great Commission.

IV. Biblical separation involves our approval (I Corinthians 9:24-27).

A. Separation unto God will lead us to honor Christ with our minds (Philippians
4:8). ,

B. Separation unto God will lead us to honor Christ with our money (I Corinthians
16:2-3).

C. Separation unto God will lead us to honor Christ with our appearance
(Romans 12:1-2, I Corinthians 11:2-15, I Peter 3:3).

Morris Chapman, president of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee,
said that a commitment to Christian values is declining - of all places - in the church.
“The world is getting into the church faster than the church is getting into the world. It
is leading to a compromise of Christians. Time will tell whether we can survive this kind
of moral decay and demonic onslaught.”

“Fill with Thy Spirit, Till all shall see

Christ only, always, Living in me.”




