What the Bible Teaches About Sanctification

THE BIBLE TEACHES that sanctification occurs in three phases:  1) positional, meaning that we are complete in Christ the moment we believe, having a perfect standing before God;  2)  progressive, meaning that through the enablement of the Holy Spirit we are daily conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ through prayer, Bible study, and service to the local church;  3)  complete, meaning that at the appearance of Christ the sin nature is finally removed and the believer is transformed into Christ’s perfect image.

The doctrine of sanctification has become a very confusing doctrine due to the Charismatic Movement (in particular the Holiness and Nazarene branches).  These groups believe in what is commonly called “entire sanctification,”  “eradication,” or “the second blessing.”  According to this process a believer can actually reach a place of sinless perfection in this life whereby he never sins again until the time he dies.

The Charismatics fail to identify that God’s process of sanctification is a three-fold process, which takes place in our past, present, and future.

Sanctification means in its simplest form “to be set apart.”  Its biblical idea is that of being set aside for “holiness or a holy use.”

I. POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION MEANS THAT EVERY CHILD OF GOD IS SANCTIFIED (set apart in Christ) AT THE TIME OF SALVATION.

A. Every member in the church at Corinth was regarded as sanctified – I Corinthians 6:11.

B. Every member in the church at Corinth was considered a saint – I Corinthians 1:2.

C. Every member in the church at Corinth was set apart in Christ – I Corinthians 1:30.

D. Every member in the church at Corinth was as perfect as Christ – II Corinthians 5:21.

II. PROGRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION MEANS THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS DAILY CONFORMING OUR LIVES TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST – I Thessalonians 4:3.

     Lockyer:  “Sin does not die within the believer but he dies to sin.”
A. We are being sanctified through the Holy Spirit - II Corinthians 3:18.

B. We are being sanctified through the Word - John 17:17, 15:3.

C. We are being sanctified through chastisement - Hebrews 12:5-10.

D. We are being sanctified through the Second Coming - I John 5:3.

     Lockyer:  “As a result of the Fall, the will was affected and became obstinate.  The sanctifying work of the Spirit  blends the human will with the will of God, becoming blessedly pliable thereby.  The sin of our first parents corrupted the affections until they became misplaced on wrong objects - 

sanctification turns then into right channels.  Thus, as Paul reminds us, sanctification is not partial but ‘wholly’ (I Thessalonians 5:23).  Although we can only be sanctified in part, yet it is in every part.”

III. PERFECT SANCTIFICATION MEANS THAT THE SAINT WILL BECOME SINLESSLY PERFECT WHEN HE MEETS CHRIST.

     Thiessen:  “We have saved from the penalty of sin, are being saved from the power of sin, and will ultimately be saved from the very presence of sin.”

A. Perfection will come at the time of death - Hebrews 12:23.

B. Perfection will become ours at the Second Coming - I John 3:2, Hebrews 9:28, Jude 23.

C. Perfection means that we will never be able to sin again - Revelation 22:11.

D. Perfection means that the salvation process will then be complete - Philippians 3:20.

Take time to be holy, 

Speak oft with the Lord!

