What the Bible Teaches About God

Text:  Titus 2:1

THE BIBLE TEACHES that there is only one true and living God existing in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each with distinct personal attributes (such as love and holiness), but without division of nature, essence, or being.

“In new prayers proposed Tuesday to the United Methodist General Conference, God is accorded some fresh and sometimes novel names.  He’s called ‘Grandfather, Great Spirit,’ ‘our Mother and Father,’ ‘our Grove’ of shelter and ‘like a Bakerwoman’ who brings ‘the leaven that causes our hopes to rise.’

“Critics have sought to have some of the references eliminated, but the legislative committee affirmed retaining most of them.  God also is described as like a woman who searched for a lost coin until it is found who like a hen gathers her young beneath her wings.  IS THIS, THOUGH, THE GOD OF THE BIBLE?

I. The Identity of God – 

A. God is a spirit (John 4:24).  Lockyer says, “Spirit is the highest form of being.  This means that God is not confined to the limitations of matter, and does not possess a human body in any way visible to the physical eye.  His is an essence infinitely pure in degree, kind, and quality.  He is spiritual entirely.”

1. God is immaterial (beyond the human senses) – Luke 24:39

2. God is invisible – John 1:18, Romans 1:20, I Timothy 6:16

3. God is alive (in contrast with the gods of the heathen)

4. God is a Person (has personality) – Genesis 6:6

B. God is self-existent – Exodus 3:14

C. God is eternal – Revelation 1:18, Psalm 90:2

D. God is omnipresent (everywhere) – Acts 17:27, Psalm 139:7-12, Hebrews 4:13

E. God is omniscient (all-knowing) – Jeremiah 17:9-10

F. God is omnipotent:

1. All nature is subject to His will (Job 42:2)

2. All men are subject to His authority (James 4:12-15, Daniel 4:25)

3. All angels recognize His sway (Daniel 4:25, Hebrews 1:13-14)

4. All satanic host bow to His Almightiness (Job 1:2, 2:6)

II. THE COMPOSITION OF GOD – The word Trinity was first formally used at the church council in Alexandria in A.D. 317.  “Trinity” comes from the Latin “trinitas” which means “three in one.”  Daniel Webster was asked to explain the Trinity.  He replied, “Do YOU expect to understand the arithmetic of heaven?”

A. The Three are three different persons – Matthew 3:3-17, 28:19-20 name = singular

B. The Three are one in essence – John 14:11, 16

C. The Three are beyond human comprehension.  Attempts have been made to find analogies to the Trinity.  Man is a tripartite being, composed of spirit, soul and body, but no three persons are structurally one.  The universe presents itself to view as earth, sky and sea.  Atmosphere is made up of light, heat, and air.  Matter itself is solids, liquids, and gases.  Water is found as snow, ice, and liquid. 

D. The Three have different duties.  The Father is the Upholder and Purpose of all things.  The son is the One and Only Redeemer of mankind.  The Holy Spirit is the Indispensable Sanctifier and Enlightener.

E. The Three were active in the creation – Genesis 1:3. 26 (see also 11:7)

F. The Three are seen as distinct throughout the New Testament – Hebrews 2:3-4, 6:4-6, 10:19-31, I Peter 1:2, 2:3-12, 4:13-19, I John 5:4-8, Jude 20-21, Revelation 1:4-6

