What The Bible Teaches About The Ordinances

The Bible Teaches that believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the only tow ordinances Christ gave to His church.  Baptism precedes church membership and participation in the Lord’s Supper.

The Bible Teaches that all who have received Christ as Savior and Lord should be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Through immersion the believer is identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.

The Bible Teaches that the Lord’s Supper is a memorial service intended to show forth the suffering and death of the Son of God until He returns for His church.


Strong:  “An ordinance is a symbolic rite which sets forth the central truths of the Christian faith and which is of universal and personal obligation.”

I.  Baptism - 

A. An ordinance of personal obligation because:

1. Christ asked to be baptized (Matthew 3:13-15) and approved of the ordinance by His disciples (John 4:1,2).

2. Christ commanded His disciples in the Great Commission to baptize (Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:16).

3. The Apostles and early church practice baptism (Acts 2:41; 8:12,13,36,38; 9:18; 10:47-48; 16:15,33; 18:8; 19:5).

B. An ordinance for believers only – Ironside:  “The divine order is ever that of Acts 18, ‘hearing, believed, and were baptized.’”  See Acts 18:8.  Thiessen:  “The Scriptures indicate that repentance (Acts 2:38) and faith (Acts 2:41, Galatians 3:26-28) should precede baptism.”  Thus, infants may not be baptized.

Thiessen:  “In baptism the believer testifies that he was in Christ when Christ was judged for sin, that he was buried with Him, and that he has arisen to new life in Him.  Water baptism does not effect the identification: it presupposes and symbolizes it.”

C. An ordinance to be practiced through immersion (Matthew 3:16, John 3:23, Romans 6:3-4).

There can be no question that the original form of baptism – the 



very meaning of the word – was complete immersion in the deep baptismal



waters; and that, for at least four centuries, any other form was either 

unknown or regarded, unless in the case of dangerous illness, as an 

exceptional, almost a monstrous case.  To this form the Eastern Church still 

rigidly adheres; and the most illustrious and venerable portion of it, that of 

the Byzantine Empire, absolutely repudiates and ignores any other modes 

of administration as essentially invalid.  Arthur P. Stanley, History of the 

Eastern Church (see History, Oxford: University Press, 1873), p.117.

D. An ordinance to picture our salvation to the world (Romans 6:3-4).

Ironside:  “According to the divine pattern the baptized are a company of people who are actually circumcised with the circumcision made without hands – that is, have seen the end of the flesh (as before God) in the cross and now stand on resurrection ground.”

II.  Lord’s Supper (also called the Lord’s table in I Corinthians 10:21 & Communion in I Corinthians 10:16) -

A. Memorial derived from the Passover Feast (Matthew 26:18,21,26).

Lockyer:  “The Passover Feast was a monument of the nation’s deliverance and was celebrated with solemn sacrifice and thanksgiving.  So the Supper is to be a standing monument of the expiatory work of Jesus as the procuring cause of His people’s salvation.”

B. Memorial to be preceded by baptism and church membership (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 

2:38-47, I Corinthians 11).

C. Memorial to remind us that Christ died for our sins (I Corinthians 11:26).

D. Memorial which is a holy commandment (I Corinthians 11:25).
E. Memorial to be continued in glory (Matthew 26:29).
Lockyer:  “Baptism is a figure of our UNION with the Lord by the work of the Spirit (I Corinthians 6:17, 12:13).  The Supper is a figure of our COMMUNION with the same Lord through the work of His cross.  The former signifies regeneration; the latter, redemption.”

There are other features that one can


     It is the bond of union and communion among

mention:





believers.  Participation in the Supper is a token and 

It is a proclamation.  The Supper not only 

sign to faith of the union existing between Christ and

commemorates but proclaims the Lord’s death.

all the members of His body – “fellowship in His blood

The words, “shew forth,” in I Corinthians 

and in His body.”  This is the thought emphasized by

11:26 mean to “proclaim,” that is, telling news 

Paul in I Corinthians 10:16,17. Unworthy participation is

to human hearers.  Believers, therefore, in 

condemned by the apostle in by the apostle in

observing this simple ordinance proclaim to 

I Corinthians 11:29, and
 if partaken by either the

themselves and to each other and the world, 
unregenerated or by believers having unjudged sin upon

that the death of Christ is the foundation of 

their conscience, enmity in their hearts against others


their salvation and life.  “A solemnly ‘acted 

gathered at the Table, carelessness in respect to the


word’ about the Lord’s death.”



spiritual state necessary to discern the Lord’s body,

It is an anticipation.  The Supper presents 

then the Supper only communicates condemnation

us with a threefold view of Christ and the 

instead of blessing.

believer.  Past – Calvary, the Lord’s death.  


 

Present – As often as ye eat this bread, and 




drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death, 

that is, the continuous spiritual efficacy of the





Feast.  Prospective – Till He come.  The 


  

Supper is the table spread in the presence of 

our foes (Psalm 23:5).  It Bids us remember with 

joyful anticipation the day of union awaiting 

the members of the Head of the mystical body.

According to Thy gracious word,


In meek humility,


This will I do, my dying Lord,


I will remember thee.





Remember Thee, and all Thy pains;


And all Thy love to me:


Yea, while a breath, a pulse remains,


Will I remember Thee.








