What The Bible Teaches About The Local Church

The Bible teaches that the church is the only organization biblically authorized by Christ to continue His work on the earth.  The Bible teaches that a New Testament church is a local body of baptized believers with Christ as its Head and the Holy Spirit as its guide.  New Testament churches promote God’s work by cooperation together for missions and many other joint efforts.  The New Testament church should be autonomous from any outside authority.

“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is His new Creation by water and by word;

From Heaven He came and sought her, to be His Holy Bride,

With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.”

I.  Defining the local church in its general sense – The English word “church” comes from the Greek word “ekklesia” which means “called out ones.”  Lockyer writes:  “Throughout the Greek world, down to apostolic days, Ecclesia was the regular description for a regular assembly of the whole of the citizens in a free state, who had been ‘called out’ by a herald for the discussion and decision of public business (Acts 19:32-41).  The apostles took the word and Christianized it and thereafter used it as the word describing the society of men and women united to Jesus Christ by a living faith.

“We must get it out of our minds that in the first century a church consisted of bricks and mortar.  What the apostles meant by a church was not an edifice with pulpit and pews but a congregation or society of regenerated people built together like living stones and content to meet in some upper room in private dwellings like that of Mary, mother of John Mark.”

II.  Defining the local church in its strict sense - 

A. Its membership consists of baptized believers (this is impossible for __________________).

B. Its organization is indicated by the Scriptures.  Thiessen observes:

1. The early church had designated officers (Acts 14:23).

2. The early church had stated times of meeting (I Corinthians 16:2, Acts 20:7).

3. The early church has a standard of church conduct (I Corinthians 14).

4. The early church raised money for the Lord’s work (II Corinthians 8).

5. The early church sent letters of commendation to the other churches (Acts 18:24-28, II Corinthians 3:1, Romans 16:1-2).

Note:  One of the beauties of the early church was its simplicity.  Thus, a church can be just as simple or just as complicated as you wish it to be!

C. Its headquarters should be in heaven rather than on the earth (Ephesians 1:20-22, 

2:20-22).  Ryle:  “It has only one great Head – one Shepherd, one Chief Bishop – and that is Jesus Christ.”

D. Its unity is created in the heart by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:3, 2:18).

III.  Defining the purpose of the local church – 
A. ________________:  To glorify God forever (Ephesians 1:12, 3:21).

B. ________________:  To build itself up (Ephesians 4:11-16, I Corinthians 14:26).

C. ________________:  To educate its membership (Matthew 28:19).

D. ________________:  To evangelize the world (Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8).

E. ________________:  To care for the family (Ephesians 2:19).  
