What The Bible Teaches about Satan

Text:  Matthew 25:41

The Bible Teaches that Satan was a perfectly created angel who fell from his exalted position through the sin of pride.  As the prince and power of this wicked world Satan promotes rebellion against God.  At the final judgment God will sentence Satan to eternal punishment in the lake of fire.

Many today do not believe in a real devil.  The Rev. John Pearce-Higgins, chairman of the Modern Churchman’s Union, said, “If when I die, I am met by someone with horns and tail calling himself the devil I hope I shall not be frightened but reassured, knowing that I am having my leg pulled and there is humor in the hereafter.”

I. THE ORIGIN OF SATAN - 
A. Satan is a spirit being just like the rest of the angels (Ezekiel 28:14).

B. Satan began his existence in perfect innocence (Ezekiel 28:12, 15).

C. Satan’s original name was _____________________ rather than Satan (Isaiah 14:12).

D. Satan was given the exalted position of guarding the throne of God (Ezekiel 28:14).

E. Satan coveted the throne instead of covered the throne (Isaiah 14:12-14).

  Lockyer:  “The middle letter of PRIDE is the letter ‘I’.”

F. Satan was cast out of heaven (Isaiah 14:12).

  Note:  Some believe this conflict left the earth in a devastated condition (Genesis 1:2)

  and perhaps destroyed a pre-Adamic race.  

II. THE WORK OF SATAN – Ephesians 6:12 (idea of _____________________rebellion).

A. Satan rules a vast army of angels (Revelation 12:4,9).

B. Satan rules the current world system (John 12:31, II Corinthians 9:4).

  Lockyer: “During the Temptation, Satan offered Jesus the kingdoms of this world (Matthew 4).  

  WERE THEY HIS TO GIVE?”  Can he offer the same to you (Lot, Solomon)?

C. Satan counterfeits God’s truth (II Corinthians 11:13-15).

D. Satan promotes a false lifestyle (Ephesians 2:1-3, I John 2:17).

E. Satan attacks the Christian (I Peter 5:9, Ephesians 6:10-18).

F. Satan afflicts people through his demons (Gospels).

III. THE END OF SATAN -  Revelation 20:10

A. Satan was defeated at the cross (Genesis 3:15, Colossians 2:15).

B. Satan will never destroy the church of God (Matthew 16:18).

C. Satan will rule the world during the Tribulation (Revelation 13:6-8, II Thes. 2:6-10).

D. Satan will attempt to overthrow God in heaven (Revelation 12:7).

E. Satan will be imprisoned during the Millennium (Revelation 19:11-15, 20:1).

F. Satan will be given one last opportunity to rebel (Revelation 20:3,7).

G. Satan will be cast into the lake of fire for eternity (Revelation 20:10).

“Should all the hosts of death, and powers of hell unknown,
Put their most dreadful forms of rage and mischief on,

I shall be safe; for Christ displays

Superior power, and guardian grace!”

Mr. Alfred J. Hough

Men don’t believe in a Devil now, as their fathers used to do;

They’ve forced the door of the broadest creed to let his majesty through.

There isn’t a print of his cloven foot or fiery dart from his bow

To be found on earth or in air today, for the world has voted so.

But who is it mixing the fatal draught that palsies heart and brain,

And loads the bier of each passing year with ten hundred thousand slain?

Who blights the bloom of the land today with the fiery breath of hell,

If the Devil isn’t and never was won’t somebody rise and tell?

Who dogs the steps of the toiling saint and digs the pit for his feet?

Who sows the tares in the field of time wherever God sows His wheat?

The Devil voted not to be, and, of course the thing is true;

But who is doing the kind of work the Devil alone should do?

We are told that he doesn’t go about as a roaring lion now;

But whom shall we hold responsible for the everlasting row

To be heard in church, in home, and state, to earth’s remotest bounds;

If the Devil by a unanimous vote is nowhere to be found?

Won’t somebody step to the front forthwith, and make their bow and show

How the frauds and crimes of a single day spring up?  We want to know.

The Devil was fairly voted out, and of course, the Devil’s gone;

But simple people would like to know who carries his business on!

