What The Bible Teaches About Chastisement

THE BIBLE TEACHES that God parentally chastens or disciplines His children when they sin against Him as their heavenly Father.  This discipline includes such forms as rebuke, conviction, sickness, loss of joy, exclusion from the local church, and, in some cases, even death.  This is another evidence that a person is a true child of God:  God will not allow His children to continue unrestrained in sin.  

Background:  When God saves you, He makes you a child of God and He, in turn, becomes your heavenly Father.  This relationship (salvation) can never change (once saved means always saved just as “once a child of your parent you will always be a child of your parent”).  However, there are times when the fellowship does indeed change due to sin and rebellion creeping into the believer’s life.  Our heavenly Father does not want to see sin and rebellion in our lives any more than a loving parent wishes to see it in his own children.  God then disciplines His children in the same manner that a parent does his own children.  This is designed to bring the child of God back into fellowship with the Father through the believer forsaking his sin.  Persistent rebellion often leads to stronger chastisement.  

I.  Chastisement is part of the parental process – Proverbs 13:24 says, “If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don’t love them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them.”  NLT.  See Proverbs 19:18, 22:15, 23:14, 29:15.

Illustration:  Dr. Bob Jones had a woman ask him to pray for her disobedient son.  He replied, “My praying won’t take the place of your whipping!”  

II.  Chastening is evidence of our salvation (Hebrews 12:5-11).  

· All true children of God are chastened – vs. 6-7.

· Professing Christians may indulge in great sin and yet never feel as if anything is wrong.  These are “illegitimate” or “bastards” and have not been truly born again – vs 8.  

· Chastisement is different than punishment because chastisement includes the element of love but punishment does not. 

III.  Various passages where chastisement occurred:
1. Acts 5 - Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and died

2. I Corinthians 5 – a believer was living in an incestuous relationship and was “delivered to Satan for the destruction of the flesh”

3. Psalm 51:12 – note that it was the joy associated with salvation which was removed and not the person’s salvation

4. Jonah – a disobedient preacher was swallowed by a great fish

5. II Samuel 12 – David’s son was killed because of David’s adultery

6. Numbers 20 – Moses disobeyed and was not allowed to enter the Promised Land

7. I Corinthians 11 – many church members became sick and some even died because they abused the Lord’s Supper

8. Matthew 16:23 – Jesus verbally rebuked Peter

9. Israel’s history – God has never cast away Israel but has continued to chasten them

10. I Corinthians 9:27 - God puts us on the shelf and our ministry opportunities cease 

11. Genesis 12:11-18 – Abraham was rebuked by an unsaved king

12. Judges 16 – Samson’s eyes were put out

13. Ruth 1 – Naomi’s fullness was reduced to emptiness

14. Galatians 1 – Peter was rebuked by Paul for his hypocrisy

Illustration:  Dagwood was out on a walk and happened across the neighborhood boy known as Elmo.  Elmo was holding his backside, crying crocodile tears, but still smiling.  He said, “Mom just beat the living daylights out of me because I ate a piece of the cake she baked for the church social.”  Dagwood said, “But why are you still smiling?”  Little Elmo smiled even bigger and said, “Because it proves she’s my mother.  She wouldn’t have done that to a total stranger.”  

