GIVE YOUR HEART TO  JESUS

Wedding Enactment of Jesus and His Church

Script Dated February 10, 1:00 PM

Possibility:  alternate pastor’s readings with someone else

Personnel:  

Groom Jesus:  

Bride:  Church
Minister:  Pastor 

Musician:  

Flower Children:  Children’s Church children

Singers:  Quartet, Trio

Flag Bearers:  
Cross bearer:  

Heart Makers:  

Requirements for program:

1. Sound:  six microphones are possible – mikes are needed for Pastor (cordless, replace battery and provide a backup battery also), 4 Quartet members, Jesus (will use quartet mike)

2. Special bulletin including “Majesty”

3. Practice “Majesty” in preceding Wednesday evening auditorium service

4. Clothing for Jesus including purple 
5. Make supports for the banners and assign people 

6. Prepare the cross (draped with gold) and assign someone to carry 
7. Get _________ to tape the service 

8. Runner for aisle – will have to be bought – 

9. Rope off front two rows on piano side and front three rows in center for the choir to exit.  Plus rope off front five rows on organ side (first two for choir, last three for children). Rope off the 3 back rows of the auditorium for the children to be seated.  This means that they can be disrobed at the close of the service rather than by their parents during the service, thereby disrupting those around them.  
10. Children can be seated in the balcony for the presentation of the banners.  This will eliminate confusion in the vestibule with the banners.  

11. The front row in the center section needs signs “Do not sit on first row.”  This includes the choir members who would then be too close to the platform.

12. Prepare a label for hearts which tells everyone to place the date of their salvation on the other side or if they forget the place they were saved.  Guesses are allowed.

13. Palm branches for children and choir members – order 150 –distribute in Sunday School class – will also distribute and lay in choir loft so choir will not have to carry in

14. Stand and microphone for Pastor 

15. Stand for Jesus’ script (have script on this stand)

16. Six inch stand for Jesus to stand on.  
17. Stand for choir director which can be easily moved.

18. Get cantata special “He is Lord” ready twice…once for choir to sing, second for entry of Jesus

19. Heart distributors (must be non choir members) at the doors to greet people  -
20. Distribute hearts in Sunday School classes in order to finish this process as early as possible. Plan on 400 hearts.  distribute at the same time as palm branches.

21. Rehearsal on Wednesday morning at 10:00 am of congregation’s role.  You can help me walk through the program and see what needs to be improved before Thursday evening.

22. Rehearsal on Thursday evening at 7:00 of everyone.

23. Dress children in white (especially those accompanying Jesus).

24. __________ will choreograph entrances of people at back doors.

25. Banners:  Prince of Peace (red), Everlasting Father (green), King of Kings (desert), Jehovah (burning bush), Alpha and Omega (blue), Risen Indeed (cream).

26. Banner order:  1.  Prince of Peace   2.  Everlasting Father                      3.  Jehovah   4.  Alpha and Omega   5.  King of Kings  6.  Risen Indeed
PROGRAM

(Stage arrangement:  1.  four microphones available for everyone;  2.  place stand in center of platform for trio and quartet.)

(Pastor needs extra copies of the script in case problems arise.)

Choir enters from the rear of the auditorium (using both middle aisles) led by the women singing “Since Jesus Came Into My Heart”  (pg. 294).  Choir enters the choir loft.

Scripture Reading by __________ at front of the church on piano side of the auditorium:        8But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Yes, there was a day when I believed in my heart on Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior.  For me it was on (date _____________) and it was at (place_________________________) where I gave my own heart to Jesus and Jesus then came into my heart for the first time and the best part of all is that Jesus is now in my heart to stay!  All I can say is To God be the Glory, Great Things He Hath Done!

Congregational Hymn (standing):  To God be the Glory, pg 36 (all three verses).

Pastor Tom: We are gathered today in the presence of heaven to celebrate the union of the born again children of God to their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in holy matrimony.  This is the most unusual marriage in the history of the world and yet it is even more of a marriage than we have here in our earthly marriages.  

Pastor Tom:  The truth is that every marriage on earth is just a picture of a much greater marriage in heaven – that marriage which exists even now between the greatest Groom of all time, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the most beautiful bride of all time, that group of spiritually born again people who are also known as His church!

It is a marriage made in heaven whereby Jesus is taking a bride for Himself and pouring out upon that bride all of the blessings of heaven.

Pastor Tom:  This is what the Bible means when it says, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  

(Trio moves into position)

Pastor Tom:  It is no wonder then that the Apostle Paul said to the church at Corinth, For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy; for I have promised you to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Jesus Christ.  Yes, there is no greater love anywhere than the love which Jesus Christ has for His bride, the church of the living God.  “From heaven He came and sought her, to be His holy bride, with His own blood He bought her, and for her life he died.”

Song by Trio:  “The Church’s One Foundation”  (pg 358, verses 1, 2, 4)

Pastor Tom:  It is easy to see scars, even defects in God’s people today – defects of sin and disobedience and divisions and, yes, also hypocrisy – in many respects the bride does not look like much today but we can rest assured that God is not yet finished with His bride because the Bible says that at the final ceremony Jesus will present to himself a glorious church, one without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;  a church of saved people which is sinlessly holy and without blemish.

Pastor Tom:  This event is patterned after the Jewish culture of Jesus’ day.  This event called the marriage of the Lamb began for each one of us when we were born again by the Holy Spirit of God.  It was at that time that the marriage contract was signed – we accepted Jesus as our Savior and He accepted us as His bride.  Jesus then gave to us the wedding band of His own Holy Spirit who now lives in our hearts and leads us in our worship of our heavenly Groom.  But this marriage has not yet been consummated because we are not yet with the Groom.

(Quartet moves into position)

Pastor Tom:  But I have good news to bring to every single child of God for someday the Groom will come for His bride…The Groom promised, “I go to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you unto Myself that where I am there ye may be also.”  Yes, someday the Groom will come back to the earth for His bride…the bride will be called up hither into the clouds…and the best part of all is that we shall be forevermore with the Lord.  A romance conceived in heaven…a romance which will also be consummated in heaven as well!
(“Is That Wedding Music I Hear?”)

Quartet Member: And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 

(Other three members read):  Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. 

Quartet Member   9And he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Song by quartet:  “Is That Wedding Music I Hear? 

(Quartet cleans the stage before departing –all microphone stands are removed - makes room for Jesus and the banners.)

(Presentation of the banners and the cross in the following manner – anticipate two minutes for presentation) 

· leads the choir in singing “He is Lord”.

· Fifteen seconds after the choir sings its first word the first banner enters on the piano side and works its way onto the platform.  The banner is carried to the center of the platform (where the pulpit normally is), turned to face the congregation so they can read it.  The carrier counts one thousand, two thousand, three thousand, four thousand, five thousand then returns down the same step he came up, continues right to where the banner is placed in its final position on the piano side.  It is anticipated that the banner can rest on the floor; however, it must be held upright until the end of the service.

· When Banner One reaches the first row, Banner Two enters from the organ side and works its way onto the platform.  The banner is carried to the center of the platform (where the pulpit normally is), turned to face the congregation so they can read it.  The carrier counts one thousand, two thousand, three thousand, four thousand, five thousand then returns down the same step he came up, continues left to where the banner is placed in its final position on the organ side.  It is anticipated that the banner can rest on the floor; however, it must be held upright until the end of the service.

· Banners Three and Five repeat the pattern of Banner One above.  However, Banner Five’s final resting place is on the platform near the piano.   Banners Four and Six repeat the pattern of Banner Two above.  However, Banner Six’s final resting place is on the platform near the organ.

· The Cross enters the auditorium on the piano side when Banner Six reaches the center of the platform.  The Cross is carried to the center of the platform, turned to face the congregation. The carrier keeps the cross in the center of the platform until the choir finishes.  The cross is then placed in the center of the platform flush against the choir railing.

(Upon completion of “He is Lord” the choir exits to the front rows in the auditorium.)

(At pastor’s direction – when the choir is seated – the sound room begins to play the second copy of “He is Lord” including the “Go Tell It” preamble.  _________ takea the runner (piano aisle) and begin to draw it toward the back of the church.)

· When the runner is completed, the children will enter from the back of the auditorium and lay palm branches down the aisle on the runner.  

· Upon completion the children will continue across the front of the church, down the organ aisle, and be seated in the third row.  

· Jesus will then enter, surrounded by other children who escort Him to the front, waving their own palm branches.  

· Jesus and the children will stop at the altar.  Jesus will bless each child by laying His hand on each child’s head.  Each child will then step onto the platform and make a semicircle around where Jesus will stand.  The children will keep waving their palm branches until they leave the stage.  

· Jesus will take His position in the center of the platform.  

· ________ will wait for his part and then say, “Let’s stand and worship Him!”  The choir and congregation will rise and sing the rest of the song.  The choir and congregation may wave their palm branches during this act of worship.

· Picture taken from the baptistry.

· Upon the completion of the music the children will exit down the organ aisle to rows 3-5.

Pastor:  Bride of _________ Baptist Church, the Bible says, “But as many as received Jesus to them He gave the power to become the sons of God, even to them who believe on His name.  Bride, will you have this Groom to be your wedded Husband, to believe on Him as your personal Lord and Savior, to trust in His blood and His blood alone for your salvation, to commit your soul to Him against that day?

Bride:  I will.

Pastor:  Jesus, will you have this bride to be your wedded wife, to save her soul to the uttermost, and to receive her and live together with her after God’s ordinance in this holy estate of matrimony?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, keep yourself only unto her, world without end?

Jesus:  I will.

Pastor:  Bride, is there a ring to symbolize your love for your groom? 

__________:  No,  I am ashamed to say that we do not have a ring for our groom because we are all nothing but an unclean thing;  all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  Yes, all we like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned everyone to His own way, but, praise God, the Lord hath laid on Him – on Jesus, our Groom, – the iniquity of us all!

Reading by __________ on organ side of auditorium.  (_______ begins to play “Amazing Grace”)  Thank God, it is not by works of righteousness which we have done but according to His mercy God has saved us for by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves;  it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast.  For by grace – God’s amazing grace – are ye saved.  Today we may not be good enough to bring a wedding ring to our Groom but we can praise God for that Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost but now i’m found, was blind but now I see!  A sinner saved by God’s amazing grace!  Let’s sing it together.  

(Song: Amazing Grace)

Pastor:  Jesus, is there a ring to symbolize your love for this bride?

Jesus:  Yes, there is.  

(Two people approach the platform.  Jesus holds one end of a gold braided ring - symbolizing His union with His people – and gives the other end to each person.  The ring bearers run the ring from the altar around the auditorium.  The pastor waits until the ring is sealed at the back of the auditorium.)

Pastor:  Jesus, would you repeat after me?  I, the Lord Jesus Christ, take you to be my wife (pause), promising with God the Holy Spirit (pause), to be your loving and faithful husband (pause), in prosperity and in need (pause), in joy and in sorrow (pause), in sickness and in health (pause), to honor and cherish you (pause), and forsaking all others (pause) I will keep myself unto you only (pause) world without end.  

(Without pastor’s prompting Jesus continues on)  Jesus:  Furthermore, I say to My Bride that I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. Because I live ye shall live also.  These things have I spoken unto you that ye may have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation but be of good cheer for I have overcome the world.  In My Father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you unto Myself that where I am there ye may be also. As this ring has no end (pause) neither shall my love for you world without end.

Pastor:  Jesus Christ and His church have declared at the cross of Calvary that they will live together in marriage; the church has accepted Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior; Jesus has redeemed His people through His own blood and chosen them to be His bride.  I, therefore, pronounce them to be husband and wife in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor:  What God has joined together, nothing can ever separate. If God be for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  For we are now members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. 

Final reading:  ________ from piano side of the auditorium:  Revelation 5:1 – 14, (plays “Majesty”).

1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song:

“Thou art worthy to take the scroll

and to open its seals,

because Thou wast slain,

and with thy blood you purchased men for God

from every tribe and language and people and nation.

10
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,

and they will reign on the earth.”

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength

and honor and glory and praise!”

13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. Yes, Thou, O Lord,  and Thou alone art worthy…

Pastor:  It is with great pleasure that I now introduce you to your Groom, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven. 

(Standing ovation by audience in tribute to Jesus.  Palm branches are waved.)

Pastor:  Please remain standing and sing with us our Song of Tribute which is in today’s bulletin:  “Majesty.”  Yes, He alone is truly worthy.
(Congregation sings “Majesty” at least twice.  As sing, the choir members wave their own palm branches to the Lord.)
(Congregation is seated.)

Pastor Tom:  The groom and bride invite you to their reception in the Millennial Kingdom where the bride will live and reign with Christ a thousand years!  But the Bible says that although many are called to the marriage yet few are actually chosen.  

Pastor:  We began today’s service by passing out hearts to everyone and asking you to write down the date that you gave your own heart to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Maybe there was not a date for you personally…maybe there has never yet been a time and a place where you met Jesus Christ at the cross of Calvary and asked him to wash you as white as snow in that fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins.  You see, it is not what happens on the outside that counts…it is instead what happens on the inside of your heart where you forsake your sin and you ask Jesus to save you and make you one of His children.

Pastor:  We want to give you the opportunity to bring your heart to Jesus right now...to slip out of your seat and come to this altar and let Jesus come into your own heart so that you can honestly know what it means to bring your heart to Jesus.  

Pastor:  There may be others who are already part of the bride…you know what it means to be saved but maybe you have been unfaithful to Jesus…maybe you need to rededicate your life to your husband from heaven and say once again, forsaking all others, forsaking my love for myself and for this world I will keep myself only unto you as long as I live.  

Pastor:  Your need may be salvation or it may be rededication.  It is time now to come to Jesus and get the issue settled. Let’s stand together and sing page 208, Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart.

Invitation Hymn: “Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart.”  (page 208)

(As people are saved keep them at the altar so they can be the first to present their hearts with the date of their salvation to Jesus.)

Pastor:  The bride may now bring her heart to Jesus.  In so doing let us renew our faithfulness to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us_________ will play some of those hymns which take us back to that day when we first brought our heart to Jesus.  We will not dismiss this service with prayer; we will just close this service by letting you bring your heart to Jesus.   May God touch your heart as you come to Jesus.

(Bride will remove their hearts and bring them to Jesus at the altar.  Jesus will take their hearts. The people are then dismissed.)

(_______ will play the following hymns:)  

There is a Fountain, 

Just as I Am, 

Kneel at the Cross, 

Softly and Tenderly,

Jesus is Tenderly Calling Thee Home, 

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior

Jesus Paid It All.
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