Twenty-four ways to help the spiritually lost
by John Kramp 

The call to follow Christ is a call to live in search mode.  To a world lost and disoriented, we must go.  It is up to us to find the lost so they can find Jesus Christ.  Here are some practical things you can do that will help you live as a lostologist:

• Don’t underestimate the fact that some of the non-Christians you meet are having fun … at least for the moment.  Be patient.  Like the seasons, their time of need will come.

• Remember that the non-Christians you meet never intended to get lost spiritually.  Never assume they chose to mess up their lives and, therefore, deserve what has happened to them.

• Never forget how easy it is to be lost spiritually.  Remembering this will make you more gracious as you deal with seekers.

• Always remember that most non-Christians are lost and don’t know it.  Don’t assume they recognize their need for God.

• Don’t try and force non-Christians to admit they are lost.  It’s futile.

• Watch for any indication that non-Christians sense they are lost.  That awareness is the turning point in their spiritual direction.  

• Your seeker friends hate to feel vulnerable.  Be sensitive.  Don’t push.  If you push them, they get scared and run.

• Don’t ever make seekers feel stupid just because they’re lost.  Don’t flaunt your Bible knowledge or spiritual insights.

• Remember people’s reluctance to trust strangers.  Give your seeker friends time to trust you.  They may find it hard to think about trusting Christ until they decide if they can trust you and what you are telling them about Christ.

• Never underestimate the significance of a spiritual question.  Pay attention.  When a seeker asks anything, listen.  It’s important.

• Be patient if your non-Christian friends struggle to understand the spiritual directions you are giving.  Directions are inherently confusing.  Go slow.  Keep it simple.  Assume your friends know nothing.

• Don’t give your seeker friends too much spiritual information.  In an attempt to share all you know, you’ll confuse rather than help.  

• Make time to search for those who are lost spiritually.  Participating in the search is the only way to show that you really value lost people.  Anything else is just cheap talk.

• Be prepared to pay the price in time and money to reach lost people.  Spiritual search and rescue are inherently costly.  Don’t expect any discounts.

• A spiritual search always begins with your heart and the love you feel for spiritually lost people.  If you don’t love the lost, ask God to change your heart.

• Make time in your schedule for reaching out to non-Christians.  Don’t allow other priorities to crowd this top priority off your list.

• Take the initiative to go to spiritually lost people and adapt to them.  Don’t expect them to come and adapt to you.  Be willing to enter their world and tell them about Christ, rather than bringing them into your world before you talk with them about Christ.

• Let the reality of hell create an appropriate sense of urgency in your heart as you seek to share Christ with lost people.  They are in danger of spending eternity without God.  Your search is a race against time.

• Work to gain additional skills in reaching non-Christians and telling them about Christ.  Use what you learn to help other Christians get involved along with you.  Working with others will multiply your effectiveness.

• Learn to pace yourself in your spiritual life so you are less vulnerable to discouragement.  Remember that you can accomplish incredible things if you do not give up. 

• Recognize when you’ve shifted into the “waiting phase” in your attempts to reach certain people.  Use the waiting times to increase your prayer life and to build your faith.  Always expect the lost to come home. 

• Discipline yourself to call every search a success no matter what happens.  Thank God that He will count you faithful because you search for the lost, not just when you find the lost.

• Never stop seeking the lost.  Sometimes, while you’re looking for the lost, spiritual seekers will find you.

• Always celebrate when the lost are found.  Involve others in your celebration.  Lead your church to make these celebrations a high point in your community of faith.

Were you counting?  That was twenty-four ways you can understand and help spiritually lost people.  Follow these guidelines and you will be a lostologist.  (And you won’t be obnoxious!)  A world of spiritually lost people is waiting for you.  
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