THE LAST SUPPER PRODUCTION NOTES

Title:  From the Last Supper to the Resurrection

Background:  Jesus and the disciples sit (or recline) about a table, leaving one side empty for visibility. A seat/stool is placed in front of the table (or elevated behind it) where the congregation can see. Those disciples with speaking parts are brought by Jesus to this seat for the foot washing. The remaining disciples have their feet washed while at the table. On the table are foods for Passover: wafers of unleavened bread (matzoth), shank bone of a lamb (a prop can be made for this) and small plates with a mixture of chopped fruits and nuts. Cups for wine (or grape juice) are at each setting. A goblet or chalice for wine sits in the center of the table.
The disciples at the table interact, but do not speak during the foot washing. Only with the announcement of betrayal and the pledging of loyalty are they vocal. Candles help light the table, and one or two women can serve. Speaking parts may be printed on 3" X 5" cards, if needed. The two readers should be in position, but motionless when not speaking, preferably at separate podiums.
NOTE:    This presentation may be preceded by a brief worship service of scripture, prayer and an anthem or hymn.

NOTE:  John is seated on the immediate right of Jesus.  Judas is on the immediate left.  

Questions: Can the children’s handbell choir play that morning?  

Can the front stage be constructed for the Last Supper?  That would give us the two scenes.     

*****  Distribute palm branches throughout the auditorium after the morning handshake. Explain that a palm branch was a symbol of praise and adoration in the days of Christ.   
Items to do:  

1. Assign someone to sing, “In the Upper Room” –
2. Arrange the meal.  

3. Need someone to operate the spotlight.  Use someone from the projector room?  

List of actors/actresses
Women:  

Soldiers:  

12 Apostles:

Jesus: 

High Priest: 

Readers:

· Lighting: The post lights and maybe the two overhead spotlights are on.  The balcony spotlight will be used to illuminate the footwashing.  

· The women enter from the rear piano door, light the candles on the table, and set the table.  

· During this time someone sings “In the Upper Room.”  

(When the women exit (down the organ aisle to the back) and the song concludes, Jesus leads the apostles down the piano aisle from the rear of the auditorium.  They are seated at the table.)

JESUS __________: Is everyone here?  The women have prepared this meal for us and I promise you that it is a meal none of us will ever forget.  Let us pray and be thankful to our God for this meal.  Father, the Passover meal is one of the most special times of the year for your people.  I thank you that I have this opportunity to be here with my disciples.  Bless this food.  Bless our fellowship.  Bless us throughout the long night ahead.  Amen.  

(Everyone begins eating in silence.)
READER #1 __________:   The day came during the feast of unleavened bread when the lambs for the Passover meal had to be killed. Jesus sent Peter and John with these instructions: "Go and get our Passover supper ready for us to eat." "Where do you want us to get it ready?" they asked him. He said: "Listen! As you go into the city a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house: ' The Teacher says to you, Where is the room where my disciples and I will eat the Passover supper?' He will show you a large furnished room upstairs, where you will get everything ready." They went off and found everything just as Jesus had told them, and prepared the Passover supper.
READER #2 __________:    When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. And he said to them:

JESUS __________ : I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will never eat it again until it is given its real meaning in the Kingdom of God.

READER #1 (__________ – the woman with the basin enters as __________begins reading):    It was customary for servants to wash the feet of guests who had come together for a meal. But Jesus refused to allow the servant to perform this duty.  Jesus taught His disciples, “Whoever wishes to be great among you must first be the servant of all.”  Jesus, the Son of God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, is now about to show He is indeed the servant of all.  
(A woman enters with a basin, pitcher and towel, and sets the basin, pitcher, and towel on the center stage.  Jesus rises, gets Peter and takes Peter to the bench on the center stage. PETER is seated.  The others are eating, passing food.)
READER #2 (__________– begin reading when Jesus rises from the table to get Peter):    Then Jesus rose from the table, took off his garment and tied a towel around his waist. He went to the table, took the pitcher and poured water into the basin. Then he called his disciples to him one by one in order that he might wash their feet himself. First, he called Simon Peter to him.

PETER (__________):    Are you going to wash my feet, Lord?  I ought to be the one washing your feet because you are the Christ, the Son of God and I am just a common, ordinary fisherman.

READER #1 (__________):    Jesus tried to reassure Simon Peter by saying that while Simon did not now understand what Jesus was doing for the disciples, he would understand later. But Peter, in his typically impulsive manner, resisted.

PETER (__________):    You will never, at any time, wash my feet!  This is beneath you!  

JESUS (__________): If I do not wash your feet, Peter, you will no longer be my disciple because a disciple does what his master says.

PETER (__________):    Lord, if that is so then do not wash just my feet! Wash my hands and head, too! 

(JESUS washes and dries PETER'S feet.  Then he leaves PETER to call another disciple. PETER turns to the congregation.)

PETER (__________):    It was always like that. Jesus made demands upon us that we didn't always understand. Of course, I often thought I understood. I have always been quick to speak — and slow to listen. I was always so impatient, yet Jesus was always so patient with me.  I remember the time I trying walking on the water.  I took my eyes off Jesus and began to sink.  But Jesus reached out His hand and saved me despite my lack of faith.  

(PETER takes his place again at the table. JESUS leads ANDREW to the front to wash his feet.)

READER #1 (__________):    Next, Jesus kneels to wash the feet of Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  Andrew is also a fishermen.  Uneducated...poor, but a follower of Jesus.  

ANDREW (__________):   My Lord, we have left all to follow you, and we do it willingly.

JESUS (__________): You did not choose me; I chose you, and appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures.  

(JESUS dries ANDREW'S feet, then leaves to call another disciple. 

ANDREW turns to the congregation.)

ANDREW (__________):   From that first day when I met him, while I was still a disciple of John the Baptist, I knew that I must follow him. I remember running to my brother Simon Peter and telling him, "We have found the Messiah." Then I led my brother to Jesus, and Simon became his disciple also. (Pause) Those were happy days! But now danger and darkness hang like clouds over all of us. I fear something bad is about to happen but I do not know what it is.

(ANDREW returns to his place at the table:  JESUS leads JAMES to the front.)
READER #1 (__________):    Again Jesus washes the feet of one of his disciples. This time it is James, the brother of John, whose father is Zebedee. Together the family had fished Lake Galilee until that fateful day, when James and John had left their father's nets and followed Jesus.

JESUS (__________): Let not your heart be troubled.  Do not worry; do not be upset. Believe in God, and believe also in me.
JAMES (__________):    Lord, you know that I believe in God and I believe in you, too. My brother and I turned our backs on our father's fishing business to become your disciples. We will never leave you. 

(JESUS washes and dries JAMES’ feet. Then he leaves to call another disciple. JAMES turns to the congregation.)

JAMES (__________):    I could not let Jesus know how deeply troubled I really am. I worry for his safety. He seems so confident. How could I burden him with my fears? Yet, surely he sensed my feelings, didn't he? His confidence in God is so strong. If only I could find such faith. 

(JAMES returns to his place at the table. 

JESUS leads JOHN to the front to wash his feet.)

READER #2 (__________):    Now it is John, the beloved disciple's turn. Along with his brother James, and Simon Peter, these three form the inner circle of Jesus' followers. John is young, hot-tempered, but wise beyond his years. His love for God is like a burning fire which has consumed the selfishness in him. Because of his temper this man had been nicknamed the "son of thunder" by Jesus, but John has been changed by his time with Jesus.  John has now become known as a son of peace. John sits on the immediate right of Jesus in one of the two seats of honor.  

JESUS (__________): A new commandment I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then all will know that you are my disciples.

JOHN (__________):    Lord, more than anything else I have learned love from you. From my childhood, I was taught to love God with all my heart and soul and mind and strength. But you have taught me also to love my neighbor as myself. 

(JESUS washes and dries JOHN'S feet.  Then he leaves to call another disciple. JOHN turns to the congregation.)
JOHN (__________):    If I ever write about the things Jesus taught us, I will write about love. He seemed to bring all that the law had taught us, to focus on the demand of God to love. Surely, God is love. 

(Then JOHN takes his place at the table. JESUS leads PHILIP 

to the front to wash his feet.)

READER #1 (__________):    Next comes Philip, clear-thinking, philosophical Philip, the first man to hear Jesus' call to follow him. Philip said to him:
PHILIP (__________):    Lord, show us the Father; that is all we need.

READER #2 (__________):    Jesus answered him: " Philip, for a long time I have been with you; yet you do not know me.  Believe me when I say, whoever has seen me has seen the Father!"

JESUS (__________): The words that I have spoken to you do not come from me. The Father, who remains in me, does
his own works.

READER #1 (__________):    Jesus continued to explain to Philip in these words: "I tell you the truth: whoever believes in me will do the works I do — yes, he will do even greater works, because I am going to the Father."

(JESUS has completed washing and drying PHILIP'S feet. Now he leaves to call another disciple. PHILIP turns to the congregation.)
PHILIP (__________):    It seemed such a simple request, to show us the Father. Jesus tells us to see God in him, but our vision is not yet clear. We’re just human...how can we see God in a man?  What more will it take before we can see Jesus for who He truly is? Even with all of his teaching, we are still not able to understand this mystery. 

(PHILIP takes his place at the table. 

JESUS leads THOMAS forward to wash his feet.)

READER #2 (__________):    Jesus kneels to wash the feet of Thomas who is also called Didymus. The term Didymus means that he was a twin.  Thomas is remembered to this day as "Doubting Thomas."  

READER #1 (__________):    We must not forget that Thomas' doubt did not mean that Thomas lacked conviction. The record is clear that Thomas was a loyal and whole-hearted disciple of Jesus. He was a man of courage. Do you remember how the disciples tried to discourage Jesus from going to Bethany for fear he would be put to death? Jesus' life was in grave danger, and the disciples felt it would be foolhardy to travel in the area near Jerusalem. But Lazarus, who was a close friend to Jesus, lay dying. Jesus was determined to see him.
READER #2 (__________):    Thomas declared, "Let us all go along with the Teacher – with Jesus - that we may die with him." Thomas looked to the future and saw no hope, but nevertheless he was determined to be faithful even unto death. Let us never forget that Thomas – even “Doubting Thomas” was ready to die for Jesus.  (Pause)  Now before our very own eyes, the disciples have gathered for the Passover observance within the very shadow of Jerusalem, and Jesus kneels before brave and loyal Thomas to wash his feet. Now Thomas, with his questioning mind, asks of Jesus:

THOMAS (__________):    Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way to get there?

JESUS (__________): I am the way, I am the truth, I am the Life; no one goes to the Father except by me. Now that you have known me, you will know my Father also; and from now on you do know him, and you have seen him.     

(JESUS has dried THOMAS' feet. Now he 
leaves to call another disciple. THOMAS turns to the congregation.)

THOMAS (__________):    How I would die for this man! No one ever spoke like he spoke. He taught us so much, yet many of my questions go unanswered. At times his answers seem more like riddles. Does the truth he has to tell us require such indirect language? Would the simple answers I seek somehow rob the power of his truth? 

(THOMAS takes his place at the table 
again. JESUS leads JUDAS ISCARIOT forward to wash his feet.)

READER #1 (__________):    Now comes Judas Iscariot, the one who will betray Jesus. We know that he was the treasurer who carried the money bag for the band of Jesus and his followers. The record tells us about
 Mary anointing Jesus' feet with expensive perfume just six days before this very night.  Judas strongly protested, and said, "Why wasn't this perfume sold for three hundred dollars and the money given to the poor?"

READER #2 (__________):    But Jesus replied, "Judas, leave her alone! Let her keep what she has remaining for the day of my burial. You will always have poor people with you, but I will not be with you always." Now Judas, who for thirty pieces of silver would betray his master with a kiss this same night, has his feet washed by Jesus.

JESUS (__________): “After a person has had a bath, his whole body is clean. He needs only to wash his feet. And you men are clean, (looks up at Judas) but not all of you.” 

READER #2 (__________):    Jesus knew who would turn against him, and that is why he said,

JESUS (__________): Not all of you are clean.  I tell you the truth: one of you is going to betray me.  It would be better for that man if he had never been born.     

(The disciples hear JESUS, and react verbally to his warning.)

PETER (__________):  Lord, who is it?

JOHN (__________):  Lord, may it never be.  Is it really one of us?

ANDREW (__________):  Lord, is it I?  

(Several other men repeat anxiously:  Lord, is it I?)

JUDAS (__________):   Teacher, surely you don't mean me?

(JESUS has dried JUDAS' feet. Now he dries his hands, takes the bowl from the table, dips bread in the bowl and gives it to Judas.)

JESUS (__________): So you say.
(Jesus leaves to wash the feet of the remaining disciples. These disciples remain seated at the table.  JUDAS turns to the congregation.)

JUDAS (__________)  looks at the bread and says:    You wonder why one of Jesus' own disciples would betray him. Was it for profit? Maybe but I am not sure myself.  Thirty pieces of silver is a modest amount. Was it for personal advancement? I don’t really know.  I would like to think of my decision - by the way, why do you insist on calling it a betrayal?  Maybe I am just trying to take the affairs of God into my own hands and force this issue along.  Who knows what will happen?  If Jesus is who He says He is, nothing bad will happen to Him.  Maybe Jesus will even take over the government and I will become an important man in His government.  And if Jesus isn’t who He says He is then I will at least have thirty pieces of silver and get on with my life.  So don’t judge me...you don’t understand my motive...come to think of it, I myself don’t really understand my motive either.  

(JUDAS starts to leave, and, walking past the table,

he pauses to place his hand on JESUS’ shoulder.)

JESUS (__________): (To JUDAS)    Hurry, and do what you have chosen to do!
(JUDAS leaves down the organ aisle, stops halfway down the aisle, 

looking back over his shoulder at the others.)
READER #1 (__________):    When Judas went out, the others did not know where he was going. If they had known, we can be sure Judas would never have left the room alive. The other disciples loved Jesus...were even willing to die for Jesus.  So what is wrong with Judas?  It is one of the great mysteries of the New Testament that one of Jesus' own disciples could betray him into the hands of his enemies. Why did he betray his master?

(JUDAS leaves down the organ aisle, stops halfway down the aisle, 

looking back over his shoulder at the others.)
JUDAS (__________):   (loudly but not in a scream) I don’t know.  I really don’t know why.

(Judas exits the auditorium.)

READER #2 (__________):    We are always on dangerous ground when we try to assign motives to others. We can never be certain. The Bible says, “The devil – Satan himself - entered into the heart of Judas.”  Such failure on the part of Judas should humble us all. Because in Judas there was the 
potential to be an apostle, but instead he destroyed himself. The fall of any human being is an awful tragedy!
READER #1 (__________):    Later that night, Judas would lead the temple police to Jesus and betray him with a kiss. A series of events would be set in motion which would sweep over the disciples, leading to desertion and even denial. Jesus would suffer torture and crucifixion. And Judas (Pause) – poor Judas would become totally overcome by remorse and sorrow and commit suicide by hanging himself.

READER #2 (__________):    After he washed the disciples' feet, Jesus put his outer garment back on and returned to his place at the table.

JESUS (__________): Do you understand what I have just done to you? I am your Lord and Teacher, and I have just washed your feet. You, then, should wash each other's feet. If one of you wants to be great, he 
must be the servant of the rest, and if one of you wants to be first, he must be your slave — like the Son of Man, who did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life to redeem many people.  Whoever accepts my commandments and obeys them,
he is the one who loves me. My Father will love him who loves me; I, too, will love him and reveal myself to him.

JUDAS, SON OF JAMES (__________):    (Not Judas Iscariot) Lord, how can it be that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the world?
JESUS (__________): Whoever loves me will obey my message. My Father will love him, and my Father and I will come to him and live with him. Whoever does not love me does not obey my words. The message you have heard is not mine, but comes from the Father, who sent me.

READER #1 (__________):    Jesus promises his disciples the presence of the Holy Spirit, saying: "I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, the Spirit of truth, to stay with you forever. The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and make you remember all that I have told you."

JESUS (__________): This very night all of you will run away and leave me, for the scripture says, 'God will kill the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' But after I am raised to life, I will go to Galilee ahead of you.

PETER (__________):  I will never leave you, even though all the rest 
do!

JESUS (__________): Remember this, Peter! Before the rooster crows tonight you will say three times that you do not even know me.

PETER (__________):   I will never say I do not know you, even if I have to die with you!   

(The other disciples agree, pledging their loyalty.)

READER #2 (__________):    And all the disciples said the same thing. Near the end of the meal, Jesus took the bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples.
JESUS (__________): (Standing to pray)    Father, the hour has come.  Give glory to your Son, that the Son may give glory to you. For you gave him authority over all men, so that he might give eternal life to all those you gave him.  For the bread that God gives is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. If anyone eats this bread he will live forever. And the bread which I will give him is my flesh, which I give so that the world may live.  
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him.    

(Then JESUS passes the bread.)

JESUS (__________): Take and eat it; this is my body.

READER #1 (__________):    Then Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to them.

JESUS (__________): (Passing the cup)   Drink it, all of you, for this is my blood, which seals God's covenant, my blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink this wine until the day I drink the new wine with you in my Father's Kingdom.

READER #2 (__________):    Then they sang a hymn and afterwards they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

(Congregation may sing a hymn along with the disciples.)
TURN OFF ALL THE LIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE AUDITORIUM.

(SHOW THE VIDEO OF THE BETRAYAL SCENE FROM 

‘THE PASSION OF CHRIST.”  If show scene 1 – then stop when the bird screeches and do not show Judas taking the coins.)

(THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERS ON CENTER STAGE.  WHEN THE VIDEO IS COMPLETE THE SPOTLIGHT ILLUMINATES THE HIGH PRIEST.)

(A SOLDIER ENTERS FROM THE BACK OF THE AUDITORIUM, HURRIES DOWN THE ORGAN AISLE TO THE FRONT ROW AND ANNOUNCES, “HIGH PRIEST, IT IS DONE.”

HIGH PRIEST:  (claps his hands as if thrilled and loudly responds)  Then you have him...you  have arrested this blasphemer named Jesus?  

SOLDIER (__________):   There was a little fight from one named Peter.  But my men were more than enough to take care of Peter.  He’s just a fisherman and what does a fisherman know?  We have arrested Jesus and He is now on His way to you for trial!

HIGH PRIEST:  EXCELLENT!  Call the entire court in!  Get them out of their beds and tell them to come immediately.  Tell them we are going to put Jesus on trial and by this time tomorrow we’ll finally be done with him!  Yes!  This will be a great night for Israel!  Now go!  There is much work to be done!

(Soldier exits down the same aisle.  The high priest remains on center stage, talking about, “I already know how the court will vote.  Crucify Him is what they will say!  And what will the crowd say when we take him to Governor Pilate?  Crucify Him!  We’ll put our own spies in the crowd to tell everyone what to say.  Yes, and then Pilate will have no choice but to crucify him and then we’ll be done with this Jesus.”)

(The rear organ door opens and sniveling Judas enters.  The spotlight stays on the high priest.  Judas is intentionally left in the shadows.)

HIGH PRIEST:  Who are you?  Well, speak up, whoever you are.  Are you a man or a woman?  Come out of the shadows so I can see you!
JUDAS (__________):   Don’t you recognize me?  I am Judas Iscariot.  I am the one who sold Jesus to you for thirty pieces of silver.  

HIGH PRIEST:  So?  What brings you back at this hour of the night?  I have much to do! Do you want more money?  Is that what this is all about?  We made a deal for thirty pieces of silver.  That’s the going price for a slave!  

JUDAS (__________):   No, I don’t want more money.  I actually want to give you back the money.  (Extends the money but does not step forward.)
HIGH PRIEST:  What in the world for?  It seems to me that everyone has gotten what they want out of this.  You wanted to get rid of Jesus and make some profit; we wanted to get rid of Jesus and end his blasphemy.  It seems to me that everyone’s a winner tonight!

JUDAS (__________):   Not me!  This is the most horrible mistake I have ever made!  I want to buy back Jesus from you!  I’ll give you back the thirty pieces of silver and you can then turn Jesus loose!

HIGH PRIEST:  Why would I want to do something like that?

JUDAS (__________):   Because I was wrong and so are you!  I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent blood!  I have sold my soul for thirty pieces of silver!  

HIGH PRIEST:  What is that to me?  Why should I care if you have sinned?    

JUDAS (__________):   Take back the money and let Jesus go!

HIGH PRIEST:  No!

JUDAS (__________):   Please take back the money and let Jesus go!

HIGH PRIEST:  No!  Take your money and go!  You’ve given me Jesus and I’m not about to let Him go!

JUDAS (__________):   But this is blood money!  I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent blood!  

HIGH PRIEST: Blood money?  Is that what you call it?  Then I can’t have anything to do with it!  I am a holy man!  

(HIGH PRIEST begins a loud hideous laugh.  Judas takes the money (use thirty quarters) and throws it at the high priest and runs out the door, slamming it behind him.  The high priest exits through the organ door.)

(Leave on the spotlight.  Jesus will enter the spotlight soon.)

*** There is a loud sound from the back of the auditorium like doors banging open.  Jesus (wearing bloody clothing with blood on his face and disheveled hair, hands bound by rope) is led onto center stage by the two soldiers.  He faces the audience.  Each colored lens is rotated in cycles of 30 seconds each.  The soldiers stand just outside the light on each side of Jesus.  
***  SOUND AND PROJECTOR CREW:  BEGIN PLAYING THE VCR TAPE “JESUS ON TRIAL” AS SOON AS JESUS STEPS INTO THE LIGHT.  THERE IS NO VIDEO...WE WANT EVERYONE TO USE THEIR IMAGINATION.  AND TO SEE JESUS ONLY.  
DURING THE AUDIO PILATE WILL ASK A QUESTION OF JESUS.  KEEP THE TAPE RUNNING.  JESUS WILL COUNT TO FIVE THEN ANSWER, “MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD.” THE AUDIO WILL AUTOMATICALLY RESUME WITH CRIES OF “CRUCIFY HIM!” AND PILATE’S ANNOUNCEMENT TO PROCEED WITH THE EXECUTION.    
THE TAPE WILL END WITH SILENCE...JESUS WILL BE LED DOWN THE PIANO AISLE BY THE SOLDIERS TO BE CRUCIFIED.
SHOW SLIDE WHEN JESUS DISAPPEARS UNDER THE BALCONY:  (__________reads the slide.)  So they crucified Jesus.  Governor Pilate gave in to the demands of the crowd and issued this judgment: “Crucify Him.”  And that’s exactly what they did, too.  The soldiers crucified the Lamb of Glory, Heaven’s best, God’s own son.  

Special:  (dressed as a spectator looking at the screen.)  Lamb of Glory.

(During the special, the projection crew will show a slide show 
of Jesus being judged, carrying His cross, and crucified.  The final slide remains on the screen until instructions appear below.)  

__________:  What, though, about Judas?  The Bible says that Judas went out and committed suicide.  He hung himself with a rope.  Instead of turning to a wooden cross for forgiveness, Judas turned to a wooden tree and ended his life.  The thirty pieces of silver were then collected by the soldiers and used to buy a grave for Judas in the pauper’s graveyard.  Judas died penniless...he died without hope...he died having sold his soul for thirty pieces of silver.  What, though, about you?  Do you have the hope that is in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior?  

(As __________reads the choir assembles in the choir loft.  They collect their palm branches as they enter the choir loft.  The palm branches are at the entrance to the choir loft.)

__________:  When Jesus cried again with a loud voice, He bowed His head, dismissed His spirit and died.  This Jesus had earlier said, “I have power to lay down My life; I also have power to take up my life again.”  But on this day no one understood what was really happening...how that God the Father was making His Son an offering, literally a sacrifice, for the sins of the whole world.  

__________:  Jesus’ followers then came and took down the body of Jesus from the cross.  It had to be an awful thing pulling the nails from his wrists, but someone had to do it.  Since it was late in the afternoon, and the Jewish Sabbath day was to begin at 6 pm, there was no time to embalm the body of Jesus.  The body was taken quickly and I do mean quickly to a nearby tomb in a hillside.  The body was laid inside then a large rock was rolled against the opening of the tomb, sealing the body inside.  

(End the slide show.)

__________:  And in the temple the high priest said, “That is the end of the story.”  In the palace Governor Pilate said, “That is the end of the story.”  Outside the tomb the soldiers stood guard and said, “That is the end of the story.”  (PAUSE)
__________:  But way up there in heaven God the Father looked down and said, “That’s not the end of the story.” 

(Video and sound from the last scene of The Passion of The Christ.  The video begins with the rolling away of the stone but stops one second before Jesus’ face is seen.  The empty grave clothes are the last image the congregation sees.)

(When the grave clothes appear, the choir sings without instruments just the chorus with a four step up at the beginning from four choir members: Up from the grave…, up from the grave…, up from the grave…etc. and then the entire choir joins in and sings the chorus.)

(SLIDE: EMPTY TOMB AS SOON AS THE VIDEO ENDS.)

(While the choir is holding out the previous ending, Sound room begins “She Found Jesus Alive.”  Five ladies are needed.  During the first verse Mary enters down the organ aisle, enters center stage where she views the screen and she sees the empty tomb, points enthusiastically at the empty tomb, grabs the choir members, makes them turn and see the screen, she rejoices and shouts, “He’s Alive!”   She then motions for the four ladies to join her…they enter carrying palm branches and join Mary at the front.  Then they distribute the palm branches to all five sections of the church as quickly as possible, rejoin at the back and at the end of the song (not the repeat of the chorus) they shout in unison, “He’s alive!”  )

(We want much activity on the windup.  How to do?

Is there something for the kids?) 

Song: Swartzwelder family – Never Crucify Him Again?  

I Believe the Gospel – The words to this song will appear on the screen.  The choir’s palm branches are already in the choir where the choir can access them.  At the forty-second mark, the eleven remaining apostles enter with their palm branches.  Stagger their entrances in five second increments.  Each will enter down whichever aisle is closest to his spouse/friend.  Each disciple will get someone to join him.  (Carl Riggle will enter first so the audience can see Mary exit the choir to stand with Carl in the pledge of their home.)  One by one, the disciples and their spouses/friends will line across the front (floor level) facing the screen, singing.  When the choir begins to wave their palm branches the disciples/audience will also wave their palm branches.  The choir begins waving their palm branches at exactly the 2:15 mark where the special solo ends and the choir resumes.  Include in the slides instructions for the audience to stand and sing (2:50 mark).  

The Finale – do only the first part for the wrap-up.  The words are on the screen.  

Invitation – maybe the medley from the program
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