THE BIBLE STILL HAS THE ANSWER!

They tell the story of a man who enrolled in sky-diving school.  This man attended every single class and learned all that he could about skydiving.  Finally the big day arrived for this man to make his first jump from an airplane.  
The man looked out the door and became frightened.  But he had to jump anyway so he closed his eyes, yelled, “Geronimo,” and jumped out the door. 
On the way down, though, this man forgot what he was supposed to do - that he was supposed to pull the rip cord and open the parachute.  
While the skydiver was wondering what to do next, lo and behold, he passed another fellow who was on his way up - that’s right - this other fellow was on his way up while he was on his way down.
As the two of them passed each other the skydiver said, “Say, buddy, do you know anything about parachutes?”  
The man who was going straight up said, “No, I don’t.  By the way, do you know anything about lighting a gas stove?”
There they were - two men needing an answer but yet neither one able to find the answer which he so desperately needed.  
All around us today we see a world which is desperately looking for answers - a world which is looking for the answers to disease, to unemployment, to marriage, to crime, to even the most ordinary issues of life.  
As a matter of fact never before in the history of mankind have so many questions been asked and yet so few answers been given!
You say, “Pastor, is there, though, anyone anywhere who has the answer to all of this confusion?  Pastor, would such a person be the President,   perhaps the politician, maybe even you as the preacher?  Pastor, where can one find the answers to all of the questions of life?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.
The title of this message is The Bible Still Has the Answer!   My text is taken from II Timothy 3:16-4:4 (NKJV).  “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  1I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
Not long ago I read the account of one of the old-time preachers and of how that he was called into the gospel ministry.  This preacher was like a great many of us in that he was afraid to go out and preach.  He said, “God, I am just a mere country boy and I don’t know what to say.”  
God said to him, “Son, do you know the sickness which is affecting your fellow man?”
The preacher said, “Yes, God, I do.  Man is sick because of sin.”
God said to him, “Son, do you also know the cure for that sickness?”  The preacher answered, “Yes, God I do.  The cure for that sickness is the precious blood of Jesus.”
God said to him, “Son, if you know the disease as well as the cure then you now know everything that you need to know.  So get your Bible and go ahead and preach.”
So I believe it is also with every man whom God has called to preach because the Apostle Paul said, “We preach not ourselves but rather Christ Jesus and Him crucified.”
It is sad to say, though, that the answer to our questions is not always made known by the preacher.
One of the saddest stories I have ever heard is that of three people who came to church one Sunday night because each of them had a question which they needed answered.  

One was a young girl whose boyfriend had been begging her to have a physical relationship with him.  The girl had told her boyfriend that she would meet him after church but, even so, she still came to church because she was hoping that someone would give her the courage to say no.
The second individual was a young man who had been drawn into a criminal organization.  This gang was planning to rob the First National Bank at midnight.  This gave the young man enough time to attend the same Sunday night preaching service.
The third person was a businessman who was facing bankruptcy.  This man saw suicide as his best answer.  But he, too, was bothered - bothered by the prospect of dying and so he came to church looking for the answer to this most troubling question.  

You say, “Pastor, what happened?”  My friend, the pastor spoke on the subject, “Is Mars Inhabited?”  Nothing convicting, nothing compelling, nothing comforting in anything which he said.

After the service the girl went on her date and committed the sin of immorality.  The young man joined his gang and they robbed the First National Bank.  The businessman went home, took out his gun, and committed suicide. 
The article ended with the words, “How different it might have been had there been some good, old-fashioned, New Testament preaching.”

God said to the country preacher, “Son, you know what is wrong with man and you also know the cure - now go out and preach!”
I can remember the way that God made all of this so very real to me personally.  I was preaching one Sunday Night at Tucker Memorial Baptist Church.  I opened the message with a question like I did here in this hour and then these words suddenly came to my mind:

“The answer - the answer to that question - is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.”

This may seem strange but those words made a sudden impact upon my life.  It was as if God was saying, “Here is what I want you to emphasize for the rest of your ministry - to make the people aware that the answer to all of life’s problems is to be found in none other than the Bible - God’s Holy Word!
I then asked the people to turn to the sermon’s text.  While the people were searching through their Bibles I took my pen and wrote down those words so I would not forget them by the end of that service - this simple idea that the answers for your life, the answers for your home, for your finances, for your peace of heart, that all of the answers which you seek are to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.  

Let there be no mistake about it!  I believe the Bible Still Has the Answer, amen?  The answer which you most need to hear - the answer which this entire community also needs to hear!

That brings us to this rather simple outline - to why I believe the Bible still has the answer for even our modern day needs.  
First, I believe the Bible still has the answer because of the Bible’s source - because of from where the Bible originates. 

I believe all of you are aware that here is where one of the greatest battles in Christianity is now taking place.  One man said, “Who wrote the Bible?  It seems certain that God did not do so.  Nor did He inspire men to do it.  But that implies that the aspirations of the Bible were created by men, created by their own unaided efforts.”
So said that one who called himself a Christian - that one who denied that the Bible could be trusted and believed!
As for me though, I have no trouble at all with the Bible, do you?  I must agree with the great Moody when he said, “I’m glad there’s a depth in the Bible which I can’t understand because it proves to me that God wrote the Book.”
Now notice why Moody could say that.  Look again at these words in chapter 3 and vs 16 - some of the most important words in all the Bible.  Paul says,  “All scripture - in other words both the New Testament as well as the Old Testament - all scripture is given by inspiration of God” - literally, the scriptures are inspired or breathed out by God just like you are now breathing out your last breath of air.

Believe it or not this is exactly how the Bible has come to us - it has come to us not from the mind of sinful men like you and me but rather it has come to us from the mind of Almighty God Himself - a mind which has given us a Book which is perfect in everything which it says, in every answer which it gives, in every scientific detail including even Jonah and the great fish, in everything which it reveals about our own sinful hearts and none of that is very pleasant!

I do not know about you but from time to time I read the advice which is given by the newspaper columnists.  Sometimes I agree with what they have to say but there are other times when I totally disagree.
But there is one thing which I have noticed about their advice.  There are times when these supposedly wise people admit that maybe they gave the wrong advice, that they should have said something different, and even then they don’t sound very confident!
But here in the Bible I have a much different source than that of the newspaper columnist - than that of either you or me!  Here in this Book I have the answers which were given to us some 2,000 years ago - Jude says that these answers were “given to the saints once and for all,” and the amazing thing is that not once in those 2,000 years, no, not even a single time has God ever changed His mind about anything which He has told us to do!  Not once has God said, “Oops, I’m sorry.  I missed the answer on that one.”  Not once has God said, “Pardon me, but times have changed and I’m a little bit behind the times.”
All of that is because here is a Book - the one and only Book - which has a perfect Author!  An author who was able to answer the needs of man not just for the next ten years but also for the next 100 years as well as the next 1,000 years and for even as long as our Lord Jesus tarries His coming back to the earth!
I remember seeing a religious advertisement in the newspaper about the Sunday Morning service for a local Unitarian church.  The advertisement made mention of that Sunday’s program as well as the speaker’s name.  I do not recall the speaker’s name but I do recall his subject.  His subject was, and I quote, “The High Cost of Low Income Housing.”  Rather strange title for a message, wasn’t it?  “The High Cost of Low Income Housing.”
I thought to myself, “How pitiful!  A number of people coming together and yet having no answer for the needs of life!  And yet leaving the building just as empty and just as troubled as when they first came!”
O, that each of you could see the Bible for what it truly is!  That there in your hands you are holding the answer to all of your questions - answers which can be trusted and followed because they have been given to you straight from the heart of God Himself!
Think of it like this.  All of us like birthdays.  Little seven year old Randy wanted to buy something very special for his grandmother so he bought her a brand new Bible.  
The little boy had heard that it was always a nice token to write an inscription on the flyleaf.  Little Randy remembered that his father had recently been given a book with an inscription which made his father extremely happy.  Little Randy decided to copy that inscription.

Imagine Grandma’s surprise when she opened her present - when she saw the beautiful Bible - when she found the beautiful inscription, “To Grandma, with the compliments of the author.”
The fact is that is exactly what you now have in your hands - the answer to all of your questions with the compliments of the great God of heaven!

I say again: The Bible Still Has the Answer, first, because of its source - because it comes to us from the God who knows all about you and me both!

Second, I believe the Bible still has the answer because of the Bible’s survival.   

Someone has said that, “The Bible has survived three great dangers: first, the negligence of its friends; second, the false religious systems which have been built upon it; and, third, the warfare of those who have hated it.”
Of all the books in this world no Book has ever been hated and despised more than the Bible and yet it still lives on!
Some of the strongest attacks of all time took place during the very early days of Christianity.  During that time the Roman Emperors felt that Christianity was a threat to the Roman religion.  These emperors took rather drastic measures to destroy the Bible and thereby end the Christian religion.

One of those emperors was a terribly wicked man by the name of Diocletian.  This emperor killed the Christians by the thousands.  He destroyed all the Bibles which he could find.  At long last the Bible totally disappeared from view along with these strange people called Christians.  Diocletian then made the biggest mistake of his career.  He imagined that he had done what no other emperor could ever do - that he had personally put an end to the Bible.
Diocletian became to excited that he ordered a new medal to be made - a medal which said, “The Christian religion is destroyed and the worship of the gods restored.”
Do you know what I think?  O, that Diocletian could see us now, amen?  Waving our Bibles in the air, saying, “Yes, Pastor, I brought my Bible to church and here it is.  Here is the Book with all of God’s answers and this Book is here to stay regardless of what the devil may say or do.”
There is one thing about the Bible which the critics have yet to understand.  It is the Bible promise that “heaven and earth may pass away but My words shall by no means pass away; forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven; not one jot nor one tittle shall in any way pass from the book of the law until all of it shall be fulfilled!”

Someone said, “But, Pastor, the Bible is now an outdated book - it is now out of touch with the needs of modern day man.”
They tell the story about a businessman from England who came across a native in deepest Africa.  The businessman noticed that this African native was involved in a deep study of the Bible.  
The businessman felt that he ought to enlighten the native about the Bible now being out of date.  He laughed and said, “That Book is now out of date back in my country.  It is behind the times.”
The native looked up and said, “If this Book had been out of date here in this jungle then you would have been eaten a long time ago.”
Someone has said, “Now suppose there was a man who had lived upon this earth for 2,000 years, that this man had often been thrown into the sea and yet could not be drowned; that he had frequently been thrown before wild beasts who were unable to devour him;  that he had many times been made to drink deadly poisons which never did him any harm; that he had often been bound in chains and locked in prison dungeons yet he had always been able to throw off the chains and escape from his captivity; that he had been repeatedly hanged until his enemies thought him dead yet when his body was cut down he sprang to his feet and walked away as though nothing had happened; that hundreds of times he had been burned at the stake till there seemed to be nothing left of him, yet as soon as the fires were out he leaped up from the ashes as well and as vigorous as ever; but we need not expand this idea any further; such a man would be superhuman, a miracle of miracles.  Thus should we regard the Bible.”  
The Bible, my friend, is here to stay, amen?  
I say again:  the Bible still has the answer because of its survival!

Third, I believe the Bible still has the answer because of the Bible’s subject - because of who it involves and that, of course, is people like you and me.

Some people complain the Bible is no longer relevant because it could not possibly know that would happen some 2,000 years in the future.  I submit to you, though, the Bible did indeed know all about the future because it says in chapter 4 and vs 3 that, “the time will come when men will not endure sound doctrine, who, in vs 4, will turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.”
Maybe you would disagree but it sounds to me as if the Bible knows what it is talking about, amen?
Other people complain that man has changed through the years - that man is no longer the ignorant, depraved sinner which he once was and so we need a new Bible to replace the old, outdated Bible. 
I submit to you, though, that even after 2,000 years man has still not changed in the very least.  The Bible says in the book of Jeremiah chapter 17, “The heart of man is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked; who is there that can know the depths of its wickedness except I, the Lord?”  The Bible says in the book of Matthew chapter 24, “But as it was in the days of Noah - at the beginning of the world - so shall it be also at the coming of the Son of man.  For in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and they knew not about the judgment to come until the flood came and took them all away!”

The truth is I wish I could say that man is indeed improving - that this world is actually getting better - but the awful truth is this world is experiencing more trouble today than it has ever experienced before!
I know the critics don’t like to see how the Bible describes them - how that the Bible describes their sinfulness - their wickedness - their badness rather than their goodness - but the fact is the Bible is a Book of truth and because it is a Book of truth the Bible is simply telling us just the way it is!
Not long ago a woman went to see her doctor.  This woman had been sick for some time.  The doctor seemed reluctant to tell the woman what was wrong.  Finally the woman said, “Doctor, tell me just the way it is.”
The doctor said, “Very well.  You have a serious disease and you are soon going to die.  That is the way it is.”
The woman thanked the doctor for telling her the truth.  She then went home and began to put her house in order.
So it is with all of us as well.  The Bible says “it is appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment; all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; there is none righteous, no, not one! all we like sheep have gone astray and though we may not like to admit it, we have turned each one to his own way - to that way which eventually ends at the very gates of a devil’s hell.”

You talking about a sad picture but yet it is the Only Accurate Picture which you will ever find anywhere upon the face of this earth!
To put it in plain English the Bible tells us just the way it is and we ought to be thankful that it does!
It is said that when Oliver Cromwell - the great English statesman of years past - was having his portrait made that he told the artist, “Paint me just the way I am!  Warts and all”  He said, “Warts and all because that it is the way I really am.”
So it is with the Bible as well.  The Bible paints man as he has always been and as he still is: warts and all!
Now think about your own need at this particular hour.  Do you have a need for peace of heart?  Well, the Bible still has the answer. Do you have a need for overcoming temptation and sin?  Well, the Bible still has the answer. Do you have a need for worry along with the many cares of life?  Well, the Bible still has the answer.  Do you have a need for a Savior?  For someone who can keep you from a devil’s hell?  Well, guess what?  The Bible still has the answer for you as well!
A strange thing happened in a revival meeting.  After the service a man came to the preacher with a sheet of paper.  That sheet contained a long list of questions which the man wanted the preacher to answer.  
The man said, “If you can satisfactorily answer all of my questions then I will become a Christian.”
The preacher said, “Don’t you think it would be better if you instead first came to Christ?  Then you can look for those answers yourself.”
The man thought about the preacher’s suggestion for a few days then decided that the preacher was right.  He came to church, listened to the sermon, then walked down the aisle and got saved. 
That night he went home and he took out his sheet of questions.  In just a few seconds he put the sheet away.  To his surprise, it seemed as if all of his questions had now been answered - had been answered in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ!

The poet said, 

“Though all my heart should feel condemned,

For want of some sweet token,

There is One greater than my heart

Whose word cannot be broken.

For feelings come and feelings go,

And feelings are deceiving;

My warrant is the Word of God -

Naught else is worth believing.

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word

Till soul and body sever;

For though all else shall pass away,

His Word shall stand forever!  (Luther)

Yes, the Bible still has the answer!
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