
STEELWORKER’S TESTIMONY

Being born into a good Christian family, I would never have imagined what would become of me over the years, but, it did.
My Mother took me to Church every Sunday AM and PM. You notice I said "took" - there were no church busses or vans then. We rode the city bus in Ashland KY. walked nearly 3 city blocks and rode to the front door of church downtown. I was faithful till got into high school and then church became sissy-fied, so, no more church.
At age 16 on New Years Eve, I drank my first bottle of beer. O, if that time could have been turned back ...  That started a 30 year binge of alcohol. The last 12 years of that time, according to those that say they know, I never drew a sober breath, and all time holding down a full time job as a Yardmaster at Armco Steel in Ashland. 
First marriage and that family was gone in 1970 and remarried and both of us were heavy drinkers. Had joined the Catholic Church during the first marriage, simply because it was convenient. Was not saved.
In the Spring of 1982, a couple of men from Tri-State Baptist Temple in South Point, OH came to visit me. I was sending 2 of my boys to Sunday School there and did know the men that came to see me. Did not like one of them because we had known one another in the bars. They visited and told me about Jesus and showed a movie on "The Burning Hell".  Did not really make much of a first impression, but something began happening. 
Ray Moore began visiting every week. At first it really did not make much of a dent, but gradually I began looking for him each week. Finally, having never gone inside a Church, I asked God to save me and depended on Jesus' work on the cross to do its work in my heart on August 2, 1982. WOW!!! Was sitting on a picnic table in Central Park in Ashland,KY and accepted Him as my Saviour.
Quit cursing immediately, that day and drinking eased off from at least a case of beer a day down to 2 or 3 for a week or so. Went to church on Aug 15, 1982 and knew immediately that God had done His work on and in my heart. 
Joined with Solida Missionary Baptist Church in South Point, OH and was there 17 years with Pastor Tom as my Pastor during a time in that period. Will never forget my Pastors there - Chet Joseph, Ted Swartzwelder, Tom Swartzwelder and Rock Deefield. They all had a hand in my progressive sanctification. 
I really believe that as a direct result of all this, my late wife, Margaret was saved before she passed away.
I also believe that because of God and Jesus, that I am alive today, as most of my old cronies are either dead or they did get saved.    THANK YOU JESUS!!!!!!
Am now a member or Tri-State Baptist Temple in South Point and am a volunteer Chaplain in prisons and jails reaching out to drug and alcohol addicts. 
May God Bless each person that reads this and know that there is hope for all in Jesus Christ, no matter how bad the addiction.
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