CHRISTMAS SKIT #2

“GO TO EGYPT!”

December 14, 2003

Setting:  Mary and Joseph are seated in rocking chairs in a house setting.  Mary has the baby Jesus in her arms.  A table is between them.  Joseph is holding a box containing gold, frankincense, and myrhh.

Joseph:  Can you believe what just happened?  Those three wise men came all the way from Persia and brought us these precious gifts…these gifts must be worth thousands of dollars.  This is more money than I’ve ever had in all my life.

(Joseph puts the gold coins on the table as well as the 

bottles of frankincense and myrhh.)

Mary:  Let me smell that frankincense again.  It has the most wonderful fragrance.  Usually only kings can afford frankincense and myrhh and now we have them both.

(Mary smells the frankincense and holds it up to show the audience…tell the congregation they can smell it later!)
Joseph:  Let’s not forget that these gifts are fit for a king and that is exactly what baby Jesus is!  He is the King of the Jews!  One of the wise men even called him the King of the Kings and Lord of Lords!  

Mary:  Well, these gifts will sure pay for some of our expenses.  I’m glad we’re in a house now instead of that dirty barn!  

Joseph:  And I’ve worked hard today in the carpentry shop.  (Yawns.)  I’m going to sleep.  Good night, Mary. 

Mary:  Good night, Joseph.   

(The overhead lights – not the post lights - are dimmed throughout the auditorium except for the one spotlight over the pulpit.  The angel enters from the rear of the auditorium, walks to the front, and enters the room.  He looks at the baby Jesus, the gold coins, etc. then gently shakes Joseph awake.)

Joseph:  Don’t tell me it’s you again!  You’re the same angel that told me about Mary having a child of the Holy Spirit!  How did you find me all the way down here in Bethlehem?

Angel:  First things first!  First, I told you that Mary would have a child and she would conceive of the Holy Spirit.  And you and I both know that is what happened.  Right?

Joseph:  I still don’t understand it but I believe that is what happened.  

Angel: Second, God sent you here to Bethlehem in order to fulfill the prophecies of the Old Testament.  So it was easy to find you!

Joseph:  Every time you show up you have something new to tell me.  What is it this time?  

Angel:  The baby Jesus is in great danger.  King Herod is so jealous that he wants to kill the baby Jesus!  God wants you to take Mary and Jesus and go immediately to Egypt until King Herod dies.  

Joseph:  But how will we pay our bills?

Angel:  Why do you think God gave you the gold, frankincense, and myrhh?  God has given you everything you need to pay your bills.  Now wake up Mary and get moving!  Herod is right now sending the soldiers to kill Jesus!  You must go now!  Do you understand me?  You must go now!

(Angel then leaves through the same door he entered.)

(Joseph wakes up Mary.)
Joseph:  Mary, you’re not going to believe this but we’re moving again.  This time we’re moving to Egypt and we’re moving right now.  Let’s go.  

Mary:  Not again!  Why Egypt?  What is happening, Joseph?

Joseph:  I will tell you on the way.  Let’s go.

Mary:  Why Egypt?  That’s a long trip and we just made a long trip!  (and she repeats this several times until they finally leave the auditorium).     

