L writes:  A pastor recently called asking, “Do you know of any churches looking for pastors?  I left my last one with no place to go.  I have a wife and children to feed.  What do I do now?”  He’s not alone!  The average length of a Baptist pastorate is now less than three years.  So he can expect to be in this experience again in just three more years!  

One of the most important items for present day pastors to understand is the importance of having a fallback option when churches turn against you.  Too many have been deluded with the belief that if I do what I should do, then God will protect me and I will always have somewhere to pastor...someone to pay my expenses.  That is not entirely so.  It was not so for me.  One pastor in our neighborhood was recently let go with not one additional dime of compensation to be given.  What is he to do?  He is not alone.  
Whereas I am not smart enough to understand all the implications of God’s will, one item that is impressed upon me more and more (I believe it is being done by the Holy Spirit) is that the Apostle Paul had a backup for when things got tough.  He was a tentmaker by trade!  I suspect Paul used this secular skill to pay his bills until the day he died.  He recognized that God would do His part, but he also believed that he had to do his part, too!  
Every pastor needs such a fallback option.  DO NOT train exclusively for the ministry.  You’re probably not a Billy Graham nor a John MacArthur nor a John Hagee.  You’re probably an average pastor who will be out of work sometime in the future...and facing bills that can ruin your life as well as your ministry.

Be sure to develop a skill in another area outside of ministry.  If possible, help your helpmate develop a skill for use outside of the home.  Ministry is tough work!  This fallback option may be God’s way of helping you through the tough times so you live to fight another day.  
