The Love Story of Ruth and Boaz:

26th Street Baptist Church

February 20, 2000 - 6:00 p.m.

Service Schedule

· Choir:  All the Way My Savior Leads Me, pg. 246.  

· Congregational:  Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It, pg. 186.

· (Offering is received.)

· (Pastor welcomes the guests and explains the program.)

· How God Brought Us Together:  50 words or less 

1. Reading By:  

2. Reading By:  

3. Reading By:  
· Congregational:  Great is Thy Faithfulness, pg. 42.

· Lights for the congregation and choir are turned off.  Only the spotlights are now on.

· Special: The Song of Ruth.

· Go immediately to the program.

Program

(Scene:  The pulpit is removed.  The platform area is empty except for the choir stand.  A microphone stand is on the auditorium floor level near the organ for the death angels.)

Narrator:  One of the greatest love stories of all time begins in a very strange and sad way.  It begins with the death of not just one husband but also of two sons as well.

Narrator:  Our story begins about thirteen hundred years before Jesus was born.  It begins, though, in the same place that Jesus was born:  in the little village of Bethlehem.  This was a time when Israel was constantly rebelling against God.  As a result God sent a severe famine upon the land.  Many of the Jews chose to move to a different country rather than repent of their sins and ask God to remove the famine.

Narrator:  This is what happened at the beginning of this famous love story.  A man by the name of Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons left God’s town of Bethlehem and moved instead to the heathen country known as Moab.  

Narrator:  We might think of the land of Moab as a land which was under the curse of Almighty God.  The presence of God was not felt in that heathen land because it was a land full of idolatry. 

Narrator:  Elimelech and his wife Naomi found a place to live in this heathen land.  Their two sons grew up and decided to get married.  They married what we might consider to be heathen women...women who worshipped other gods and had other beliefs than the Jews.  It was then that God sent the death angel to punish this family for their disobedience.  This death angel came not just once…not just twice…but three, yes, three times.

(Three Death Angels enter from the rear.  They are carrying each of the three tombstones.  Elimelech’s tombstone is placed in the middle  of the platform, against the choir shield, and flanked by the two sons’ tombstones.  The angels step off the platform, line up near the organ,  and speak into a microphone stand.)

Lead death angel (points at the correct tombstone as he speaks):  There lies the husband known as Elimelech…now his wife Naomi is all alone.

Second death angel (points at the correct tombstone as he speaks):  There lies the oldest son known as Mahlon…now his wife Ruth is all alone.
Third death angel (points at the correct tombstone as he speaks):  There lies the youngest son known as Chilion…now his wife Orpah is all alone.  Our work is now finished.  Let us be gone from this place.

(The three death angels depart through the organ door.  They may reenter the auditorium from the rear or go to the balcony after changing their clothes.)

Narrator:  Dust to dust and ashes to ashes…this is how our story begins.  

(Naomi now enters from the rear of the auditorium using the piano aisle.  She is carrying some flowers for the grave.) 

Narrator:  This is what Naomi finds in the heathen land of Moab.  Not only does she lose her husband Elimelech but she also loses her only two sons…and now she is all alone in a heathen land with nothing but her two daughters-in-law.

(Naomi lays a flower on the grave of her husband Elimelech and kneels there in reverence.  As Naomi kneels Ruth enters with her arrangement of flowers.)

Narrator (begins reading as soon as Naomi kneels at the tombstone):  The first daughter-in-law is Ruth.  Ruth was raised in this heathen land of Moab.  Ruth has lost her husband, also and her heart is likewise broken.  But Ruth has a special love for her mother-in-law, Naomi.  It is this love which will keep Ruth with her mother-in-law for the rest of her life.
(Ruth lays a flower on the grave of her husband Mahlon and kneels there in reverence.  As Ruth kneels Orpah enters with her arrangement of flowers.)

Narrator (begins reading as soon as Ruth kneels at the tombstone):  The second daughter-in-law is Orpah.  Orpah was also raised in this heathen land of Moab.  Orpah’s husband has just recently been buried.  Now all three husbands are gone…it is a very sad and difficult time.

 (Choir remains seated and sings:  Rock of Ages, pg 91, vs 1 and 3 – plays this on the organ.)
(Upon completion of the song the three women rise to their feet and face each other.  The cordless microphone is on Ruth.)

Naomi:  My two sons are now dead.  There is no reason for you to stay with me any longer.  Go back to your families where you will be cared for.  May the Lord bless you and deal kindly with you as you have dealt kindly with me. 

(Naomi kisses her two daughters-in-law and turns to leave but they grab her arms and turn her back.)  

Orpah:  I will not leave you.

Ruth:  I will not leave you either.  

Naomi:  But there is no reason for you to stay with me.  I do not have any more sons for you to marry.  I am now too old to have a husband let alone have two more sons.  The Lord has dealt bitterly with me.  So go back to your home people.

(Orpah kisses her mother-in-law then leaves via the rear exit using the piano aisle.  Ruth though kneels at Naomi’s feet and hugs her legs.  When Orpah is halfway down the aisle Ruth speaks.)  

Ruth:  Entreat me not to leave thee.  Where you go I will go; where you lodge I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people and your God shall be my God.  Where you die, I will die and there will I be buried.

Naomi:  My child, I must now return to my people in Bethlehem.  Are you certain you want to go there with me?  

Ruth:  May nothing except death separate me from you!

Naomi:  Then let us rise and be going.  We have a long journey ahead.

(Choir lights are turned on.  Choir stands and sings “His Grace is Sufficient”, pg. 40 in the notebook.  Please repeat the chorus.  Choir is then seated and Choir lights are turned off.)  

(As Carrie  continues playing:  1.  The tombstones are removed; 

2.  Children spread ears of corn down the organ aisle and across the front of the church and onto the platform.)

Narrator:  (Ruth helps Naomi two thirds of the way down the organ aisle.  Naomi is old and worn out from the trip.  She needs help.  Ruth has a barley sack to gather corn.)   Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth finally make it back to Naomi’s hometown of Bethlehem.  Naomi is aware that God has a program for taking care of the poor people.  In that day God did not allow the farmers to remove all of the corn and grain from their fields.  The remaining corn and grain was to feed the poorest of the poor and this included Naomi and her daughter-in-law.  The poor had to work for what they received but God made certain that they had something to receive.  

Naomi:  Ruth, I have gone as far as I can go.  Let me rest here and you gather the corn for our meal.  

Ruth:  Do you know who owns this field?  The owner may not want us to be in his fields.

Naomi:  I do not know the owner’s name.  Let us pray that the owner will be gracious.

(Ruth seats Naomi in the nearest available seat.  She then begins to gather the corn.  As she does so some young men enter from the piano doors.  They notice her immediately.  One even whistles!  Comments are made about, “Who is she?  Is she married?”)
(Boaz enters from the men’s choir room as the young men talk.  He sees Ruth and the young men.  Boaz remains on the platform and addresses the young men.)

Boaz:  Do any of you know who this woman happens to be?

Man:  She is the woman from Moab who came back with Naomi.

Boaz:  Naomi?  The wife of Elimelech?  I did not know that Naomi had come back home.  

Man:  Isn’t Naomi related to you?  Doesn’t that mean that you are now one of her kin?

Boaz:  Yes, Naomi was married to my uncle Elimelech.  (Turns to Ruth and says with authority)  Woman, is it true that you came home with Naomi?  

Ruth:  Yes, I did.  My name is Ruth.  I pray that you will let me glean in your fields or else we will have nothing to eat.

Boaz (studies her for a moment):  Go and tell Naomi that you have met her relative Boaz.  You may glean in my fields as long as it is necessary.  (Turns to young men)  And you young fellows will leave her alone.  Is that understood?

(Young men laugh.  One says)  It sounds to me as if Boaz wants her for himself.      

(The young men exit through the same door they used to enter.  Ruth gathers her corn then returns to Naomi.  They meet in the center of the aisle.)  

Ruth:  I have great news.  The Lord led me to the field of your relative Boaz.  He said that we could glean in his fields as long as we wanted.

Naomi:  Did you say Boaz?  That is great news!  May the Lord be praised!  My child, sit down with me and let me explain to you what that means!

(They are seated together in the pew.  The narrator now explains what is happening.)

Narrator:  The Bible says that God’s ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts are higher than our thoughts.  This is very true in the case of Ruth and Boaz.  As the weeks pass it is evident that Ruth and Boaz fall in love.  

Narrator:  It is then that things become really interesting.  Naomi still owns some small property around Bethlehem.  However, this property is about to be forfeited and sold on the auction block because she is now a widow with no money of her own.  But the law of God allows her to claim the nearest relative as her kinsman-redeemer and to marry him.  This will keep the property in the family and also give her protection as a woman!

(Naomi rises and points to Ruth.)  

Naomi:  You must go and let Boaz know that you want him to be your kinsman-redeemer.  This will give you a husband and it will keep the property in the family.  Go tell him that you love him and you want him to be your husband!

(Ruth goes to Boaz who is still standing on the platform.  She kneels and wraps his cloak around her and hugs his legs.)

Boaz:  Do you understand what this means?

Ruth:  I do.  I claim you as my kinsman-redeemer…as my husband.  I want you to marry me.  

Boaz:  I wish it was this easy.  I am not your nearest relative.  There is another man who has the first right to marry you and to claim your property.  If he claims his right then you will have to marry him.  

Ruth:  But I don’t want to marry him!

Boaz:  I am sorry but it is the law of the land.  The nearest relative gets to decide first.  I will have to talk with him.  Go back to Naomi and let me talk with your nearest relative.  Perhaps God will work something out.

 (Ruth returns to Naomi.  Boaz waits.  The piano door opens and the relative enters.  He sees Boaz and calls out his name.  The relative steps onto the platform.)

Boaz:   (He really lays it on!)  Good friend, good buddy, my bestest friend in the whole wide world, I have not seen you in many days.  You are looking so well.  Where have you been hiding yourself?

Relative:  Boaz, I walk through here all the time but you always ignore me.  What is going on?

Boaz:  Did you hear that Elimelech’s widow, Naomi, is back in town?  She is about to sell uncle Elimelech’s property!  It’s just a little place…it’s not worth much…I know you wouldn’t be interested in it but the law says that you must have the right of first refusal so…

Relative:  I’ll redeem it for myself.  I have always wanted that property for myself.  

Boaz:  You can’t mean that!

Relative:  I am the nearest relative so the property should lawfully be mine.  That means whatever is Naomi’s is also mine.  I’ll go take care of it right now.

Boaz:  Uh, there is one small catch, though.  There is a Moabite woman who married into Naomi’s family.  This Moabite now has some legal rights to the land.  So when you redeem the land you also have to redeem her and take her to be your wife.  You can’t have the property without getting a Moabite wife and you know what they say about Moabite women!

Relative:  Did you say she was a Moabite?  I’ll bet she’s an ugly one.  Right?

Boaz (puts his hand on the relative’s shoulder):  I’ve never known you to be wrong about anything, my friend!

Relative:  If she’s a Moabite she probably can’t cook or sew or even kiss.

Boaz:  Well, you know the old saying.  Can anything good come out of Moab?

Relative (thinks for a moment):  I hate to do this to you but I am going to pass this matter on to you.  It will be up to you to take care of Uncle Elimelech’s property and to marry this Moabite.  You must do it for the good of the family.

Boaz (humbly):  You’re asking a lot but I will fulfill my obligation to uncle Elimelech.  Let me then have the proof of this decision.

(Boaz kneels and takes off the shoe of the relative.  He then rises and shows the shoe to the congregation.)

Boaz:  The law of the land says that this shoe is the proof that I now have the right of the kinsman-redeemer.  So let the wedding begin!

(Boaz and Relative leave through the side door, circle to the rear vestibule, and wait until the next song is finished.)

(Song:  Wedding Song.)  

(Upon completion of the song Boaz and the relative come down the aisle, Boaz escorts Ruth, and the relative escorts Naomi.  Naomi and the relative stand on the floor near the organ.  Ruth and Boaz stand on floor level where the communion table normally is.)
(A judge appears through the organ side door with a scroll.  The judge opens the scroll and reads as follows:)

Judge:  In accordance with the laws of Israel the property of Elimelech, deceased husband of Naomi and father-in-law of Ruth, is to now be auctioned.  Is there a kinsman redeemer – a family member - who wishes to purchase this property and take Ruth to be his wife?

Boaz:  My name is Boaz and I wish to exercise my right as the kinsman-redeemer.  

Judge:  Are you the nearest relative to Elimelech?

Relative:  Master, I am the nearest relative followed by Boaz.

Judge:  Do you wish to exercise your right as the nearest relative to purchase this property and take Ruth to be your wife?

Relative:  I will waive my right as the kinsman-redeemer.  Boaz is the next nearest relative.  I have given him my shoe as proof of this.

(Boaz holds up the shoe.)

Judge (to Boaz:)  Boaz, do you wish to purchase this property and take Ruth to be your wife?

Boaz:  I do.

Judge:  Do you have the required amount of money?

Boaz:  I do.  

(Boaz reaches into his sack and presents a bag of money to the judge.)

Judge to the congregation:  “Today all of you are witnesses that Boaz has bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.  He has also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as his wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that Mahlon’s name will not disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today all of you are witnesses!”

_________:   We accept our responsibility as witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into Boaz’ home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel.  May your family have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.  We are witnesses of this today.”
Judge:  Let us pray.

(Everyone kneels as tape plays “The Lord’s Prayer.”)

(As Narrator now reads the next paragraph everyone exits to the rear.  Please stay clothed for the final handshake.)

Narrator:  So Boaz bought everything which had belonged to Elimelech, Chilion, and Mahlon including Ruth the Moabite who then became his wife.  It was not long until the first child was born but even then the story is not over because how does this book end?  

Narrator:  It ends with the words, “and Boaz, our kinsman-redeemer,  begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David who became the king of Israel.”

Narrator:  In so doing God brought Boaz and Ruth together in one of the greatest love stories in the Bible.  In similar ways God has done the same thing for many of us.  For some it was more than fifty years ago…for others it was just a few years ago…and probably for all of us it seems like it was just yesterday that we said to one another, “I do.”  

Lady Reader #1:  …in prosperity and in need…in joy and in sorrow…in sickness and in health…to honor you and cherish you and forsaking all others I will keep myself unto you only until God separates us by death.
Lady Reader #1:  For some of us that separation has already taken place.  One day the love of our life slipped away quietly to be with the Lord.  Because of that each day is now different…the emptiness which was once a deep hurt has now been replaced by many precious memories but even so there is nothing on earth which can replace our own Ruth or Boaz.  Let us remember, however, that death only separates us for a short time.  The Lord has given us the promise,

Lady Reader #2  
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 

no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we

which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall 

not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 

in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 

and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 

be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 

another with these words.
(LIGHTS ON FOR THE CHOIR.)

Final Song:  Choir Notebook, pg. 75   “I Firmly Promise You”

Invitation Theme:  Can you firmly promise your loved ones that you will meet them by the river?

Invite people to come forward to pray about their families and end with a circle of prayer for those families.
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