“THE COURTROOM OF HEAVEN”
October 2, 2004

Possible songs: “I Stand Before Him Guilty,”  “Jesus Paid It All,” “Redeemed.”  
Actors:  

Narrator:  ________
Prosecutor:  ________
God the Father: ________
God the Son: ________
God the Holy Spirit: ________
Angel: ________
Man: ________
Woman: ________
***SHOW SLIDE 1***  Narrator from the sound table:  Hear ye!  Hear ye!  The honorable court in heaven of God Almighty is now in session.  (While ________continues reading, God the Father ________ enters from the back of the auditorium in a white robe and is seated behind the table in the middle chair.)  May I present the judge: three judges yet one judge because the great God of heaven is three and yet one!  The Bible says and heaven declares that there is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  God the Father has never been seen by mortal man but His glory is concealed in the heavens.  The Bible says in the book of II Chronicles 6:18, “Behold, heaven and even the heaven of heavens cannot contain God.”  Whereas man, the universe, and the angels have a beginning God has no beginning.  God is eternal, holy, righteous, all-wise, all-powerful, and all-knowing.  He has promised God the Son, “Sit here at My right hand until I make all of your enemies into a footstool.”    

(While ________continues reading, God the Son enters from the back of the auditorium in a white robe and is seated behind the table at the Father’s right hand.)
Narrator: God the Son is the second eternal Person in the Godhead and He is the Savior of the World.  He is known by many names but His most famous name is Jesus which means “Jehovah Saves.”  God the Father sent God the Son into the world to reveal God to man.  God the Son lived for more than thirty years among men but He was rejected by His own creation, sold for thirty pieces of silver, beaten until the blood flowed like rivers, tormented by a crown of thorns, then horribly nailed to a cross where He died for the sins of the world.  But the good news is that on the third day He rose from the dead; He rose never to die again...never to be hurt again.  He now sits at the Father’s right hand waiting for the day when He shall rule the entire world from the throne of His earthly father, King David of Israel.

(While Narrator continues reading, God the Holy Spirit enters from the back of the auditorium in a white robe and is seated behind the table in the chair on the Father’s left.)  
Narrator: God the Holy Spirit is the third eternal Person in the Godhead and it is His work to convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to come.  He is equal to God the Father and God the Son but yet He is also distinctly separate...three in One and One in three!  God the Holy Spirit regenerates the believing sinner into a creation, seals the believer in salvation until the day of judgment, and dwells in the hearts of God’s people.  The Bible says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the children of God.”
(All three are seated on the stage with 
God the Father in the center.)

***SHOW SLIDE 2 ***  Narrator:  I ask the audience to read aloud with me the scene which is now before us.    Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hell delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Prosecutor (________presents the case against man/woman):  Your Honor, there is only one case to be tried today.  It is the case of your creation known as humanity.  We have two defendants whom we will refer to as Man and Woman.  
God the Father: Proceed.  

Angel ________ escorts in one man ________ and one woman ________who are seated on the piano side at a table angled toward the stage.  The angel remains near the table on the side nearest the windows.

Prosecutor (using a pulpit stand on the organ side).  Your Honor, may I proceed?  

God the Father: Proceed. 

Prosecutor:  (Addresses the congregation.)  Men and women of the jury, would you open your Bibles to the book of Romans chapter 3?  

Prosecutor:  We are here today to determine the innocence or guilt of God’s creation known as man and woman.  There is no doubt that the defendant is truly a creation of God.  ***SHOW SLIDE 3 ***  The Bible says in the book of Genesis chapter 1, God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So God created man in his own image, God created both male and female.  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  

God the Father: But it is not very good now.  Things have changed since that day.  Is it your intention to charge that both man and woman, Jew and Gentile, are all under the dominion and reign of sin?  

Prosecutor:  Yes, Your Honor, that is indeed my intention.  It is the argument of this court that man and woman are guilty of breaking your holy laws and are therefore worthy of eternal death...yes, even eternal damnation.  

God the Father: Proceed with the examination.      

Prosecutor:  I wish to present fourteen indictments against the accused to establish the guilt of both man and woman.  

Man:  Fourteen indictments?  No way that is possible. Everyone knows how good a person I am.
Woman:  That is exactly right.  Why am I here anyway?    I ought to be enjoying the sights and sounds of heaven...not be here in this courtroom!  
God the Father pounds His gavel and says, “This court is a righteous court.  That means that this court always does what is right.  These proceedings will determine how good a person you really are.  If you so desire, I will give you a chance to respond.  Prosecutor, please proceed.  

Prosecutor:  ***SHOW SLIDE 4 *** Indictment #1 is found in Romans chapter 3 and verse 10.  “There is none righteous, no, not one.”  Righteous has only one definition and that is absolutely righteous or absolutely right.  Your Honor, you are a righteous God which means that you do all things right.  You said of yourself in the book of Genesis, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?”  You could say that because your character is righteous through and through.  That means that you do right 100% of the time.  

Man:  Excuse me.  Are you holding me to a standard of 100% righteousness?  That is not fair because no one can hit that standard all of the time.
Woman :  People tell me that I do right most of the time.  

Prosecutor:  What percent of the time do you do right?  

(Man and woman confer.)
Man :  We estimate we do right maybe 99% of the time.  

Prosecutor:  You mean you watch the right kind of television shows 99% of the time.

Man:  Well, I wouldn’t say that.  

Prosecutor:  You mean you treat your spouse right 99% of the time.  

Woman:  Well, I wouldn’t say that either.  

Prosecutor:  You mean you give the right kind of effort at work 99% of the time.  

(Man and Woman look at each other.)

Man:  Maybe you ought to move on.

Prosecutor:  But I can’t move on.  99% is a great accomplishment in the affairs of man but 99% is a failure in the courtroom of heaven.  The standard of righteousness is not 99%...nor is it 99.9%...the standard of this courtroom is established by the character of God Himself and God’s character is 100% righteous.  The Bible says in the book of Matthew chapter 5 and verse 48, “You are to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  
Man:  Like I say....maybe you ought to move on.  

God the Father: The indictment is accepted.  Proceed.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 5 ***  Indictment #2 is found in Romans chapter 3 and verse 11:  “There is none who understands.”  Your Honor, indictment #1 proves that man is universally evil.  This second indictment establishes that man is also spiritually ignorant.  
Man:  Ignorant?  My I.Q. is almost 150!  I put a man on the moon, I built skyscrapers more than 100 stories tall!  

Prosecutor:  Your Honor, man is not ignorant in the things of the world.  But he is very ignorant in the things of the spiritual world.  

God the Son:  I told Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again he cannot see or experience or comprehend the kingdom of God.”
Prosecutor:  Yes, Your Honor.  In the very beginning man chose to abandon a knowledge of you as the one true God.  Man turned instead to idols or false gods of man’s own making.  The created actually became the creator in his own eyes.  

Woman:  Ignorance can sometimes be bliss.

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 6 ***  Not when it comes to ignoring your Creator.  Indeed, that has been your problem from the very beginning.  I ask the members of the jury to read aloud with me the explanation of this court from the book of Romans chapter 1:  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Prosecutor:  Man, have you replaced the correct view of God with gods of stone and silver and gold?  Have you replaced the correct view of God with gods of automobiles and savings accounts?  Have you replaced the true sayings of the Bible with a religion more to your tastes?  

Man:  That is a strong indictment...
Prosecutor:  What percentage of the people in China or India – more than two billion people – plus those in Africa and elsewhere – what percentage of those people have a realistic knowledge of the true God?  

Woman:  Very small.  

Man:  But we do real good in the physical world.  Just look at our accomplishments.  
Prosecutor:  But God is a spirit in a spiritual world.  How much do you really know about God in all of His holiness, in all of His might, in all of His love, in all of His judgment, let alone what God is doing and how God operates for as the heavens are higher than the earth so are God’s ways higher than your ways and God’s thoughts higher than your thoughts.  As a matter of fact you never believed today would come, did you?      

Man:  Could we move on?  

Woman:  I still don’t understand.  I guess I am just spiritually ignorant.

God the Father:  The indictment is accepted.  Proceed.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 7***  Indictment #3 is found in Romans chapter 3 and verse 11:  “There is none who seeks for God.”  

Man:  Wait a minute.  I’ve got you there.  We have so many religions that no one can count all of them.  That proves we are seeking after God.

Prosecutor:  On the contrary.  The Bible has explained quite clearly the right way to find God.  

God the Holy Spirit:  That is what I was sent to the earth.  It is because man’s ignorance is so great that he could never find God on his own.  He needed a roadmap...I was the roadmap to bring man to the cross for salvation.  

Woman:  But how do you explain all of our religions?

Prosecutor:  Man knew from the very beginning the right way to God but he devised other religions.  Why?  It is because religion helps man run away from God just like Adam hid from God in the Garden of Eden. Religion is man’s substitute for knowing the true God!  

Man:  But there are some men who are the exception to the rule.  

God the Son:  There are no exceptions to the rule.  I went to the earth to seek and to save that which was lost...not to be found by the sheep that was lost.  The real truth is “No one can come to me unless God the Father draws him to me.”  The only person who seeks God is the person whom God has already sought and who has said yes.  “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem...how often would I have gathered your people together as a mother hen gathers her little chicks under her wings...but you would not...”  
Woman:  Maybe that explains why I never cared much about this Church or the Bible or prayer.

God the Father: The indictment is accepted.  Proceed.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 8 – Two parts!!!!!!!!!!***  Indictment #4 is found in Romans chapter 3 and verse 12:  “They are all gone out of the way or turned aside.”  *** SHOW SLIDE 9***  Your Honor, the history of man can be summarized by one verse at the end of the book of Judges.  I ask the court to please read this verse with me.  In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25)   

Man:  I am getting sick and tired of being told how bad man is...we do a lot of things right...hey, we even pray!

Prosecutor:  In school?  

Woman:  In other places it’s ok.  I can even quote you the Lord’s Prayer.  “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done...

Prosecutor:  Do you really want God’s kingdom to come?  Do you want God’s kingdom established in America?  Do you really want God making the rules?  How would television change?  How would the magazines change?  How would your speech change?  How would the laws change?  Do you really want God ruling America in all of His holiness?  
Man:  No, I want to live my own way.

Woman:  Me, too.  God, I don’t want you telling me what to do.   

God the Father: The indictment is accepted.  Proceed.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 10 ***  Indictment #5 is found in Romans chapter 3 and verse 12: “they are together become unprofitable or useless.”  Milk can turn sour and become unfit to drink; in other words, such mile becomes worthless.  Likewise, man has become worthless.  Man has turned to his own way, man does not want God in his life, and the result is that man is now spiritually worthless.  There is no spiritual value in man.    
(LONG PAUSE)

God the Father: Is there anything you wish to say?

Man:  No god for me!

Woman:  No god for me either.  At least not a god like you.  

God the Father: The indictment is accepted.  Proceed.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 11 ***  Indictment #6 is found in Romans chapter 3 and the final part of verse 12.  “There is none who does good, no, not even one.”  Your Honor, with your permission I would like to think about this by combining it with indictments #7, #8, #9, and #10.   
Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 12 ***  First, let’s evaluate man’s speech.  His throat reminds me of an open tomb with all kinds of bad smells coming from it.  There is nothing pleasant about an open grave.  
Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 13 ***  This leads into the next indictment that man uses his tongue to practice deceit.  

Woman:  Are you sure about that?  

Prosecutor:  Have you ever lied?  Lied at work?  Lied at school?  Lied in your marriage?  And what is a lie but a deceit?  Man’s tongue poisons and destroys the lives of people through all kinds of false gossip and false accusations.  Is there a single man who has never been lied about?  

Man:  Not me.  It is a regular practice among mankind.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 14 ***  The poison of snakes drips from their lips…trying to poison all in its path.  Whom among men have escape the poison of the tongue?  No one.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 15***  Man’s mouth is also full of cursing.  

God the Son:  I told the people on earth that the mouth speaks that which already fills the heart.   

Prosecutor:  The animals do not curse, the birds do not curse but man is known for his four letter words...for even inventing new words to display his inward character...and one of those curses involves your own holy name of God.  No one ever says, “Oh, devil” but they all too often say “Oh, God” and they do not intend those words in the form of a prayer.  No respect is shown for your holy name.  
Man:  It is true.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 16 ***  Man’s feet are also swift to shed blood.  The horrible truth is that man kills man.  Wars kill millions only to be followed by more wars which kill millions more.  Life has no value.  The Bible says, “The fruit of the womb belongs to God” but man murders that which is in the fruit of the womb before it can ever be born.  More innocent lives are aborted in America than any other country in the world.  Violence is everywhere...houses must be locked...police must be hired...the jails are full...it is not safe to be out at night…and there is no end in sight to any of this.

Woman:  I will agree that man is his own worst enemy.  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 17 ***  Destruction follows destruction – no woman is safe in war and sometimes even in her own home.  Misery…the rich get richer, the poor get poorer but yet all classes experience misery in their homes and in their hearts. “Vanity of vanities...emptiness followed by more emptiness...”  

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 18 ***  At the same time there is no peace in the heart of man.  Man’s soul is like the raging sea...restless...constantly disturbed...so much depression...so much sickness of the mind and of the heart...so much searching here and there because there is no peace to the wicked.  Tell me, defendants, do you truly have peace?  

(No comments – just shake their heads no.)

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 19 ***  Why is all of this so?  It is because vs 18 of this indictment says there is no fear of God before their eyes.  For centuries man has shook his fist into the face of a holy God...for years man has said, “better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven”...for years man has persecuted the messengers of God...man and woman, defendants of humanity, do you deny this?  

(No comments – just shake their heads no.)

Prosecutor:  For years man has known who Jesus is and yet used His name to curse others and to curse God...for years man has said, “I’ll join my friends in hell” and laughed.  Do you deny this?  
(No comments – just shake their heads no.)

Prosecutor:  For years man has tried to get God out of school, out of government, even out of church.  For years man has ignored God’s rules on living together before marriage...for years man has ignored God’s rule on homosexuality...for years man has longed for a society where he makes his own rules and lives his own way and has no God to answer to.  Do you deny this?  

(No comments – just shake their heads no.)

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 20 ***  Your Honor, since man has nothing more to say, let me proceed to my final closing statement.  It is verse 19 of this indictment.  Now we know that whatever God’s law says, it says to those who are under God’s law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Guilty.    
Prosecutor:  Your Honor, I submit that man is guilty and has fallen short – far short - of the glory of God.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 21***  Prosecutor:  Please answer the following question by reading what is on the screen.  What is the verdict of this court on count one of the indictment!  
Audience:  Guilty.  Cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 22 ***  Prosecutor:  What is the verdict of the court on count two of the indictment?  

Audience:  Guilty.  For wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction and many there are who go that way.  

*** SHOW SLIDE 23 ***  Prosecutor:  What is the verdict of the court on count three of the indictment?  

Audience:  Guilty.  The wicked shall be turned into hell and all the nations that forget God.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 24 ***  Prosecutor:  What is the verdict of the court on count four of the indictment?  

Audience:  Guilty.  Hell has now enlarged itself.  The place of the dead wants more and more people, and it opens wide its mouth.  So the common people and the great people will be brought down; those who are proud will be humbled. 
The LORD All-Powerful will receive glory by judging fairly; the holy God will show himself holy by doing what is right.

Prosecutor:  *** SHOW SLIDE 25 ***  Your Honor, I could say more but I feel enough has already been said.  I rest my case.
(The angel has the man and woman to stand.  Both are silent, upset.  The angel puts a black robe on the man and the woman.  He then leads them to the floor directly in front of God.  They face God.)
God the Father:  I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!  I never knew you.  
(The angel leads the man and woman

through the rear doors on the organ side.)

God the Father: (Pounds the gavel.)  This court is dismissed.  

Prosecutor:  All stand in respect of Your Honor.  

(God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
exit down the piano aisle.)

Prosecutor:  Are you guilty?  Yes.  Is there a way to remove your guilt?  Yes.  
(Put verse 1 of Victory in Jesus on the screen.  Read vs 1 with the audience.  Present the gospel.  Sing the song for the invitation.)
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