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Psalm 23

Lesson One
Question:  What is the favorite verse in the Bible of practically everyone?  John 3:16.

What, though, is the favorite chapter of practically everyone?  Ps 23.  I can prove this to you with one simple question: what passage is read the most at funerals?  At hospitals?  It is Psalm 23.  

Read Psalm 23.  
Listen to what some people say about Psalm 23:

1. Henry Ward Beecher:  “It has filled the air of the world with melodious joy, greater than the heart can conceive.  It has charmed more griefs to rest than all the philosophy of the world.  It has sung courage to the army of the disappointed.”  

2. J. Allen Blair said, “The remarkable thing about the 23rd Psalm is that it is everybody’s Psalm.  The little child learns it at his mother’s knee.  The youth seeks its wisdom in hours of temptation and uncertainty.  The aged quote it with quivering lips as the Angel of Death approaches.”
Key:  Psalm 23 does not contain a single petition or request.  It is instead a catalog of the mercies of God!  
· Sears Roebuck used to have a catalog that contained every item you could ever use in your home.  

· Well, Psalm 23 is God’s Catalog and it is full of every item you need in your personal life.  

· Not once does the Psalmist beg God or ask God for anything!  David is simply detailing for you the big items that are in God’s catalog.    

This leads us to a very important question (think before you answer):  Is Psalm 23 for everyone?  No.

Key:  Psalm 23 does not stand alone by itself!

· Look at vs 4 and notice where you are in this Psalm:  valley.  

· Question:  What makes a valley?  (drop off from two mountains or hills)

· Draw a picture on the flip chart of a mountain on the left, a mountain on the right, and a valley between the mountains.  

· Write Psalm 23 in the valley portion.  

· Question:  What is on the left?  Psalm 22!  On the right?  Psalm 24!  (Write both Psalms on the flip chart.)

· These two mountains represent 2 very important mountains in the Christian life.
1. What is the mountain you must go to before you can enjoy Psalm 23?  Psalm 22 = Mount Calvary.  
2. What is the mountain you can look forward to after this life is over?  Mount Zion – the heavenly Jerusalem which is depicted in Psalm 24.  
Lesson:  You cannot know or realize the blessings of Psalm 23 until you first pass through Calvary and accept Jesus as the Good Shepherd.

Transition:  Let’s study how these three Psalms tie together.  
I.  The Good Shepherd – Psalm 22.
· Read John 10:11.  

· Write “The Good Shepherd” on the chart (left mountain).

· The Good Shepherd dies for His sheep.  

· Where did the Good Shepherd die for His Sheep?  Mt. Calvary!  

· Review some of the verses in Psalm 22 as follows:

1. Vs 1 – who else spoke these words and where?  Matthew 27:46.  These words have reference to the suffering of Jesus on the cross!  

2. Question:  Has anyone ever suffered more than Jesus?  Perhaps yes in physical pain but no one has ever been able to suffer in the category of heart pain – in this case of Deity forsaking Deity.  

3. Martin Luther:  “Wonder of wonders!  God forsaken by God!”
4. Vs 3 answers the question in vs 1.  
· What happened at the cross to prove God’s holiness?  
· Darkness spread over all the land at the noon hour.

· That symbolizes God hiding His face from His own Son!  

5. Vs 6 – a worm is defenseless and worthless.  In the same way, Jesus, also, had no value.  The price was only 30 pieces of silver – the value of a common slave.

6. Vs 7 – they mocked Him!  “If you be the Christ, come down from the cross!”

7. Vs 14 – This verse begins a complete picture of death by crucifixion.  This is amazing because crucifixion had not been invented when David wrote this in 1,000 B.C.  Crucifixion was a Roman form of crucifixion that would later be introduced into Palestine.  

· “poured out like water” suggests extensive perspiration!  

· “bones out of joint” –  crucifixion pulled the bones out of their joints, thereby hastening death by suffocation as the rib bones crushed the heart.

· Potsherd is a broken piece of pottery.  It is made from clay baked in an oven.  The point is that one’s strength is gone. 

· “Dogs” – priests mocked him too!

· “pierced my hands and feet” was done with the nails.  How exact is this prophecy!  This reminds us that God the Father knows the future of the Good Shepherd and, lest we forget, He also knows our future, too!  
· “Bones could be counted” because they had been pulled from their joints!  

· Vs 18 indicates his nudity – garments had been gambled for by the soldiers!

· Vs 20 – when was the sword (spear) run through His body?  Only after He died!  

· Verse 31 finishes with the words, “He has done it (this).  This is the same as the next to last statement by Jesus:  “It is finished! In other words, Jesus has done it!  The debt of our salvation has been paid in full!”  
· Conclusion:  Have you met the Good Shepherd who died for your sins?  If you have then Psalm 23 is for you!  

Psalm 23

Lesson Two

Question:  What is the favorite verse in the Bible of practically everyone?  John 3:16.

What, though, is the favorite chapter of practically everyone?  Ps 23.  

Discuss:  Why?  It has something for everyone!  Is it complicated?  No.  Is it hard to understand like Paul’s writings?  No.  It is on the level of everyone, including even a tiny child.  

Review Question:  Is Psalm 23 for everyone?  No.

Key:  Psalm 23 does not stand alone by itself!

· Review:  Look at vs 4 and notice where you are in this Psalm:  valley.  

· Question:  What makes a valley?  (drop off from two mountains or hills)

· Draw a picture on the flip chart of a mountain on the left, a mountain on the right, and a valley between the mountains.  

· Write Psalm 23 in the valley portion.  

· Question:  What is on the left?  Psalm 22!  On the right?  Psalm 24!  (Write both Psalms on the flip chart.)

· What do these two mountains represent?

3. What is the mountain you must go to before you can enjoy Psalm 23?  Psalm 22 = Mount Calvary.  
4. What is the mountain you can look forward to after this life is over?  Mount Zion – the heavenly Jerusalem which is depicted in Psalm 24.  
Important:  

1. We have no right to the promises of Psalm 23 and the victory of Psalm 24 unless we first accept the redeeming work of Christ in Psalm 22.  

2. Some want to get to the 23rd Psalm without accepting the 22nd!  This is impossible!

3. Before the Shepherd can care for the sheep (Psalm 23) He must first possess or purchase the sheep (Psalm 22).

4. Read Isaiah 53:6 which is the equivalent of Psalm 22 (cross).  

Distinguish the three Psalms as to their divine order:  

· In Psalm 22 we see the cross; in Psalm 23 we see the crook; in Psalm 24 we see the crown.

· Is Psalm 22 we see Christ as the Savior; in Psalm 23 we see Christ as the Satisfier; in Psalm 24 we see Christ as the Sovereign.  

· In Psalm 22 He dies; In Psalm 23 He is living; in Psalm 24 He is coming.

· Psalm 22 speaks of the past; Psalm 23 speaks of the present; Ps 24 speaks of the future.  

· In Psalm 22 He gives His life for the sheep; in Psalm 23 He gives His love to the sheep; In Psalm 24 He gives His light to the sheep.  

These 3 Psalms are all about the Shepherd.  What is the title of Psalm 22?  Good Shepherd (John 10:11) who gives His life for the sheep.  
II.  The Great Shepherd – Psalm 23 – 

· Read Hebrews 13:20-21.  

· Note:  He must be the Good Shepherd and redeem (purchase) the sheep before He can be the Great Shepherd and care for the sheep.  This Psalm is not for those who are not His sheep, but it is only for those who already are His sheep.

· Based upon the “blood” in vs 20, vs 21 is now possible and vs 21 is the New Testament version of Psalm 23.

· “Make you perfect” is literally “equip you to do God’s work.”  

· Point:  Everything I need to do the will of God and live the Christian life is provided in Psalm 23.  We will learn this in detail in our later lessons.  
· Questions:  

1. Who wrote this Psalm?  Someone who knows what it is to be a Shepherd.
2. At what point in his life did David write this Psalm?  As a shepherd boy or as a king?  

3. Answer:  These are the mature words of a life of many experiences. 

4. Describe some of David’s experiences…knew the hardship of war, hid in caves yet lived in a palace, saw his own son Absalom desert him, was deceived into sin with Bathsheba.   

5. Quote:  David the king never forgot David the shepherd boy.  

III.  The Chief Shepherd – Psalm 24 (Do not read Psalm 24 at this time) – 

How does Psalm 23 end?  House of the Lord.  That theme is continued in Psalm 24 with the idea of the Second Coming.  Psalm 24 pictures Jesus returning to the earth to establish His kingdom.  

· Read I Peter 5:4.  The title “Chief Shepherd” means top dog shepherd!  No one is greater than Him; He alone has the power to reward/condemn.  

· How important and powerful is this chief shepherd?

· Tradition says this Psalm was sung when David brought the ark into the city of Jerusalem.  

1. A choir led the procession.  (Note:  Josephus said 7 choirs led the procession so this scene would have been repeated 7 times along the parade route.)

2. The choir sings (reads) vs 1-2.  

3. A soloist (select someone to read) sings the question of vs 3.

4. Another soloist (select someone to read) sings the answer of vs 4.

5. The choir sings (reads) vs 5 – 6.  

6. This part is likely repeated over and over again (do it a second time only)  until the procession reaches the gates of Jerusalem.

7. Verse 7 is sung as they enter the gates.

8. A voice (select someone) from the gates asks the question of vs 8a. 

9. The choir answers by then answering with boldness in vs 8 – 9. 

10. Another voice (select someone) asks the question of vs 10a.  

11. The choir answers by then answering with boldness in vs 10.  

· Who is claiming ownership of the earth?  King Jesus!  The enemy has been defeated in the Battle of Armageddon.  

· Verse 1 declares His absolute sovereignty!  Even over His enemies (“they who dwell therein”).  God is not threatened by anyone!

· Verse 2 declares that God’s power can overcome any obstacle.  Read Genesis 1:9-10.  

· Read Zechariah 4:6 (not by might nor by power but by My spirit…)

· Who can enter into His kingdom?  Vs 3 – 4.  The enemies are cast out!

· Read vs 8 – 10.   All-conquering!  

Some years ago I went through a difficult time in the ministry.  Pastor Dane Armstrong send me a card which reads as follows:  Pastor Swartzwelder, As you well know, we are in the grip of a spiritual fight of epoch proportions.  It is our joy to serve the One true King – Jesus Christ the Lord.  May I offer this scripture from I Thessalonians 5:21-24: “Prove all things.  Hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil.  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is He that called you who also will do it.  You will be in my heart and in my prayers.  NO KING BUT KING JESUS.  Signed, Dane Armstrong.  

“No King but Jesus.”  What an awesome thought!  He really is the King!
Oh, yes, the King is coming.  
I can hear the chariots rumble.  I can see the marching throng.  
The flurry of God’s trumpets spell the end of sin and wrong.  
Regal robes are now unfolding, Heaven’s grandstands all in place.  Heaven’s choir is now assembled, start to sing, Amazing grace.  
Oh, the king is coming, the king is coming.  
Praise God, He’s coming for me!
Even so, come Lord Jesus!

Psalm 23

Lesson Three

Introduction:  Who is the #1 person that has most taken care of you?  Picture that person in your mind.  How sufficient was that person?  Could that person meet all of your needs?  How about all of your financial needs along with your social needs and your emotional needs?  Probably not.  
Illustration:  Pastor R. I. Williams telephoned his sermon topic to the newspaper.  The newspaper clerk asked, “What is your title?”  The pastor answered, “The Lord is my Shepherd.”  “Is that all?”  “That’s enough.”  
Apparently the newspaper misunderstood the pastor because this is what the newspaper printed:  “Pastor’s R. I. Williams subject for Sunday morning will be:  “The Lord is My Shepherd – that’s enough!”  The pastor smiled when he saw that but he liked the title so much that he changed his title to the one which appeared in the newspaper.  

Discuss:  How do you feel about that title – 
“The Lord is My Shepherd – That’s Enough!”

Psalm 23 is the Psalm which sits between the two greatest experiences in the Christian life: 

1. the cross of Psalm 22 – what was the name of that mountain?  Mount Calvary. 

2. the second coming of Psalm 24 – what was the name of that mountain?  Mount Zion. 

3. in the middle of that experience is the valley of everyday living and that us where we find the loving care of the Great Shepherd!

Notice how the Psalm begins…we think about all of the benefits but the benefits are not possible unless someone special makes them possible!  

The Psalm begins with us recognizing once again the supremacy of our Lord.  

Notice how the word “Lord” is spelled (also Jehovah = GOD in the Old Testament where all the letters are capitalized).  The capital letters appear for a very specific name for God in the Old Testament:  Jehovah.  

Read Exodus 6:2-3 where the same Hebrew word is translated Jehovah.  We’ll discuss later what the name Jehovah means but first let’s figure out how to pronounce it.  

Surprise!  No one today really knows how to pronounce this name.  Why?  Read Exodus 20:7 and Leviticus 24:16.  Based upon an erroneous interpretation of these verses the Jews avoided even mentioning the name of Jehovah.  

· In the real early days the scribes would use a separate quill to write that name then discard the quill, so sacred was the name!  

· In their synagogues they would not read the name but would instead substitute the Hebrew name of Adonai.  

· Sometime later they stopped writing the name of Jehovah and substituted Adonai (done in the Septuagint around 250 B.C.) 

· We in our generation have gone to the opposite extreme!  People utter God’s name in blasphemy practically every day!  

· Jehovah is translated GOD about 300 times and LORD about 6,000 times.

· It is mentioned in the scriptures more than any other name of God.

Who is this Jehovah that is our Shepherd????  Why was this name chosen to express the identity of our Shepherd instead of another name???

A. Definition of Jehovah: the eternal, self-existent One.   

B. Title:  Self-existent One means He does not need any of us to exist.  
· I exist because of my father and mother.  I was caused by them.  
· God, though, is not caused by anyone or anything nor is He sustained or preserved by anyone or anything.  
· I recall a battery powered tape recorder as a young teenager.  The first song I recorded was a rock and roll song off the radio by the Young Rascals.  The song was, “It’s a Beautiful Morning.”  I listened to it so many times I wore out the batteries.  It then sounded draggy.  The batteries needed replaced.  God, though, never has to replace His batteries.  He can do everything in Psalm 23 for every believer in the entire world and He is still just as strong at the end as He was at the beginning!  
C. See Exodus 3:13-14.  The Hebrew word for LORD sounds like the Hebrew word “I AM” and may be derived from that word.  
D. “I AM” emphasizes God is constantly eternal or present.  

E. In the year 1900 I could not say, “I am,” because I was not yet born.  But God has always been able to say, “I am,” because He always has been.  

· Which decade do you live in?  Some live in the 1950’s, etc.  Which decade does God live in?  Always the present!!!!  

1. Which day do you live in?  Yesterday (now over), tomorrow (never comes), or today (always here)?  God lives in today!

F. One of the greatest risks to our churches is many churches are trying to make God live in the past.  

a. I pastored a church whose church hymnal was published 40 years earlier!  As far as they were concerned, God had not written a new song in 40 years!

b. I thought, “I’ll never pastor another church with a hymnal as old as this.”  Sure enough, my next church used a hymnal that was even older – 50 years old!

One of our biggest problems is we can’t catch up with the new things God is doing in the world.  Therefore, we have a tendency to criticize anyone or any church that is doing something new.  We’re so ignorant we don’t realize we’re actually criticizing God because God is the one who specializes in new creations and new wineskins and new heavens and a new earth! 

Mark my words: the person who says, “We can’t do this because we ain’t never done it this way before,” - that person is living in the past and is way behind God and what God is doing!  

Jehovah is independent of time and every other limitation.  

This is why He can be our shepherd and meet every need!  

It is because there is no limitation with God!

“God is now what He always has been and what He will remain forever.”

Go back to Psalm 23.  Notice how the Psalm begins and ends:  two mentions of Jehovah.  

Discuss:  If you take the Lord out of Psalm 23 what do you have left?  Politician’s promise!  

Write:  Jesus is not only the beginning (Psalm 22) and the end (Psalm 24) but He is also everything in between (Psalm 23).  

What then are the two keys to Psalm 23 being a part of your life?  You must recognize two truths:

1. Psalm 22 – receive Christ as your Savior!

2. Be surrendered to Jehovah!  He is totally self-sufficient.  

He doesn’t need me, you, the hospital, a tax cut, or even social security.  He is so big He can handle every single one of your problems!  
What problem are you facing today that is too big for you?
Well, is that problem too big for Jehovah?  No.  
The newspaper said it right!  “The Lord (Jehovah) is my shepherd – that’s enough!”

It is enough for me – is it enough for you?

Psalm 23

Lesson #4
Illustration:  Some people look upon religion as a crutch.  In their view religion may be ok for weak women and small children, but they do not need it.  In their thinking man is self-sufficient and does not need God.  One illustration, though, shows the folly of man’s thinking:

The Lusitania was another great ship.  It was sunk in 1915 by a German U-Boat.  This sinking was the event that brought America into World War I.  The Lusitania had a group of singers on board called The Royal Welch Male Choir.  As the ship went down these singers were seen clinging to a disabled life raft.  The life raft began to disintegrate.  Do you know what they sang?  “Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.  The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide;  When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, Help of the helpless, O abide with me!” The world says that religion is a crutch…but is it right?  

John Wesley:  “The world may laugh at us but the world cannot deny that we Christians die well.”  

Is Jesus Christ a crutch for you?  No.  He is everything to me!  

Read Psalm 23.  

Discuss:  

1. When you think of shepherds what else do you think about?  Sheep!

2. Have any of you had any experience with sheep?  

a. If yes, were you a true shepherd or just around some sheep?  

b. Do you think of a shepherd as a skilled profession or just a general laborer?  

3. How smart are sheep?  Dumb!  Wander off!  

a. What kind of animal does the Bible compare us with?  Sheep!  

b. What does this comparison teach about us?  

4. Based on this week has gone, do you need a shepherd for your soul????  YES!
Well, have you found a shepherd you would recommend 

to the rest of us?

The Bible has many references to shepherds.  God chose to emphasize this occupation because it displays a spiritual truth…more is said in the Bible about shepherds than carpenters or any other trade.  For example,
· Abel was a shepherd – the first – and he was killed by his brother Cain.  Note:  the first shepherd lost his life by his brother and Jesus, the good shepherd, lost his life by his own countrymen (John 1:10-12).  

· Jacob was a shepherd but not much of one.

· Joseph was a shepherd who was sold into slavery by his brothers.

· Moses was a shepherd on the backside of the desert.

· David was a shepherd who later became king of Israel.  He wrote this Psalm out of his own shepherding experiences.  

a. (Psalm 23 would sure be different if written from a welder’s perspective!)  
b. David the king never forgot David the shepherd boy!

· Who arrived first to visit Jesus lying in the manger?   Shepherds.

· Do you know what the word “pastor” is translated from?  “Poimaino” which means “shepherd.”  

Write:  without the shepherd the sheep are totally helpless.  
Evangelist B. R. Lakin had two mean teenage boys laugh at him one day and say, “You preach a lot about the devil but we want you to know the devil is dead!”  Lakin began to cry some crocodile tears and said, “I am sorry that you boys lost your father.”  

· Imagine what would happen if the Shepherd of heaven died right now?  

· Would you want to get out of bed tomorrow realizing there is no: 

· Protection for you from the devil?  
· Guidance for you?  
· More restoring of your soul?  

But is that a problem for you?  No.  It is not a problem because of the identify of our Shepherd?   Verse 1 says our Shepherd’s name is Jehovah or the LORD!  
Is anyone bigger than Jehovah?
Read Luke 12:32 – imagine Jesus walking alongside you tomorrow through your problems and saying, “Fear not, little flock.”  Because that is exactly what He is saying to your heart in Psalm 23!  

Look at two specific words in vs 1:

IS – 

· Define “is” in the sense of present tense.

· Do you think David had a good relationship with the Shepherd?  
· “IS” denotes the same relationship is possible today!

· Do we have as good a relationship?  
·  “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

· That verse means whatever Jehovah was to David, Jehovah can also be to you, too!
· Illustration:  A Christian was reading the 23rd Psalm aloud.  He read, “The Lord IS,” and then suddenly stopped.   He then said, “That is the greatest fact in the entire universe.  THE LORD IS!”
· Do you remember Hebrews 11:6?  “the one that comes to God must believe that He is – that He exists!”
· Rest assured, there really is a God and that God is my Shepherd!
· Jesus is everything in Himself:  He IS:
· Peace – that is why He said, “My peace I leave with you.”
· Life – that’s why the Bible says, “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory.”
· Hope – that’s why the Bible says, “Christ in you is the hope of glory.”
· Joy – the Bible says, “The joy of the Lord is my strength!”
· Song:  “He’s the lily of the valley, the bright and morning star, He’s the fairest of 10,000 to my soul!” 
· Conclusion:  The Lord right now on (date) at (time) IS my Shepherd.  I think I have a very good Shepherd – how about you?

MY – 

· What is the difference between saying, “The Lord is MY shepherd,” and saying, “The Lord is A shepherd?” The first is personal!
· It is like saying, “There is a house,” or saying, “there is MY house.”  
· See John 20:27-28 where Thomas acknowledges, “My Lord and My God.”  

· The Bible says the whole world will someday bow and confess that Jesus is Lord but there is a big difference between saying, “Jesus is Lord” and saying, “Jesus is MY Lord.”
What does this mean to you and me both?  Let’s learn some things about shepherds.  
Illustration:  Several friends were traveling in Palestine.  They reached a high ridge overlooking the village of Bethlehem.  They spotted a sheepfold – the location where a flock of sheep was being sheltered - and went in.  In a few moments the shepherd appeared.

They asked, “Is this your sheepfold?”  The shepherd said, “Aye, it is.”
They asked, “Is this where the sheep sleep?”  The shepherd nodded yes.

“There is no gate to the fold; how do you close the sheep in at night?”  The old shepherd said, “I am the door.”  He then squatted in the doorway, his back against one post, his feet against the other post.  He said, “I am the door.  I watch the sheep throughout the night.  And I have never lost a lamb from my fold yet.”

The Lord Jesus said in John 10:9, “I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved and shall go in and out and find pasture.”  

The Oriental shepherd rises early in the morning and leads the sheep out of the fold into the pasture lands for nourishment.  It was necessary to keep constant watch for wild animals which might attack the sheep, or robbers who might try to steal the sheep.  During the day the shepherd takes the sheep to a quiet stream where the sheep can drink without being frightened.  In the evening the sheep follow the shepherd back to the fold where they rest throughout the night under the shepherd’s loving care.  There were times in the year when the shepherd had to deviate from his daily routine and lead his sheep many miles away from home, seeking new pasture lands.  He endures the heat of the day and the cold of the night with the sheep.  If the sheep suffer, the shepherd suffers also.  If a lamb could not keep up with the flock, the shepherd carries the lamb, speaking words of comfort as a mother speaks to her child.  If one of the flock wanders off and becomes lost, the shepherd seeks out the lost sheep, often risking his own life.  The Bible says in the book of Isaiah 40:11, “He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall gather the lamb with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall gentle lead those that are with young.”
A mother was teaching Psalm 23 to her young children.  She told them how the good shepherd cares for his sheep.  Little Mamie said, “Yes, and he drives away the lions and the bears.”  Little Jimmy said, “Yes, and he carries them uphill when they are tired.”  

Question: Has your shepherd ever driven away the lions and the bears, the adversaries that come against you?

Has your shepherd ever carried you when your strength was gone?

The song says, 

Chorus (Sing)
His strength is perfect when our strength is gone;
He'll carry us when we can't carry on
Raised in his power, the weak become strong;
His strength is perfect, his strength is perfect.
Psalm 23

Lesson #5
Display flip chart.  Flip chart contains the question, “What is the hardest thing in all of life (for most of us)?  Allow discussion.  One of the highest ranked answers is ,“learning how to be content.”  

Read Philippians 4:19.  Paul learned this principle in prison.  That means he learned this principle in bad times...times when it is the hardest for us to be content or satisfied or at peace.  
Question:  Are the rich truly content?  They asked John Rockefeller of the old Standard Oil Company how much money he needed to be content and he replied, “One dollar more.”  
Is there such a thing as contentment?  Yes.

Read Psalm 23 and underline the last part of vs 1.  Isn’t that good?  “I SHALL NOT WANT.”  

· Notice the last part of vs 1 comes after the first part of verse 1.  
· We can say verse 1 like this, “Since the Lord is My shepherd, I shall not want.”  
Write:  Contentment is not found in something but rather in SOMEONE.   

Remember:  every blessing in Psalm 23 is tied to the Lord.  If you take the Lord out of vs 1 and vs 6, all that is left are the promises of a politician.  Those promises get made in every election, we foolishly believe the politicians’ promises and even vote for the candidate, then we are disappointed when the politician does not do what he promises.

But we believe Psalm 23 with all of our heart, 

because these promises are tied specifically to the Lord.
Let me read you some other versions of vs 1 and you tell me if any of these versions will give you contentment and peace of heart: 

1. John McCain (latest Republican candidate) is my shepherd; I shall not want.  Does that work at 3:00 in the morning when the telephone rings?  No.
2. Barack Obama (latest Democratic candidate) is my shepherd; I shall not want.  Does that work when the doctor says, “I have some bad news for you.”  No.  
3. What was the name of the false god of the Old Testament?  Baal.  Imagine Psalm 23 beginning, “Baal is my shepherd.  I shall not want.”  Or “The United States dollar is my shepherd.  I shall not want.”  Or “Social Security and Medicare are my Shepherd.  I shall not want.”  Does that work?  No.  Baal can’t provide for his people because Baal does not exist and the same weakness exists with the United States dollar and Social Security and Medicare.  
But how does vs 1 begin?  The Lord Jehovah – the self-existent One who never needs to be recharged - is My Shepherd.   

Point:  If I want true contentment, then I must learn to walk with the Lord and that means I must also learn to submit to the Lord.   

Illustration:  John Lynn was working with a group of children.  He asked, “How many of you can quote Psalm 23?”  A number of hands were raised.  One little girl was about four years old.  She walked up in front of the class, bowed, and she said, “The Lord is my shepherd.  That is all I want.”  She then bowed again and walked back to her seat.  That girl did not quote the entire Psalm...but she gave us the essence of the entire Psalm by saying, “The Lord is my Shepherd.  That is all I want.”  
Why?  Because true contentment begins when Jesus is all I want.

· Vs 1 says, “I shall not want,” but yet all of us have a wish/want list.  
· Participation:  How long is your wish list? 
1. List some of your wants (record on the flip chart).  (Ex. Health, money, good job, happy marriage, good neighbor)
2. How many of these wants are truly necessary?  

· Is that what vs 1 is about?  Our wants?  No.  A better translation (NIV) says, “I shall lack nothing.”  

· Can anyone else truly make that promise except the Lord?  No. 
So let’s make a list of things we will never lack
 because the Lord is my shepherd.

1. I shall not lack for salvation.  (Note:  This entire outline is found in John 10.  John 10 is the New Testament explanation of vs 1b.)  See John 10:9.  

a. One preacher asked, “Do you know that you know that you know you are saved?”  I answered, “Yes. I know!”  

2. I shall not lack the abundant, overflowing life.  See John 10:10 and John 7:38.  I passed a church recently whose name was “Living Waters Fellowship.”  I said, “I know what living waters fellowship is about because I have the living waters inside me.”  
a. Suzie (the elevator operator at Parsons) lives in our housing authority.  She recently said to me, “I am going to nickname you Smiley.  You’re always smiling.  It’s easier to say Smiley than Swartzwelder.”  It has always been easy for me to smile because Jesus has taken care of all the big issues in my life.  

3. I shall not lack for protection (door).  See John 10:9, 10, 12.  

Illustration (repeat from last week):  Several friends were traveling in Palestine.  They reached a high ridge overlooking the village of Bethlehem.  They spotted a sheepfold – the location where a flock of sheep was being sheltered - and went in.  In a few moments the shepherd appeared.

They asked, “Is this your sheepfold?”  The shepherd said, “Aye, it is.”
They asked, “Is this where the sheep sleep?”  The shepherd nodded yes.

“There is no gate to the fold; how do you close the sheep in at night?”  The old shepherd said, “I am the door.”  He then squatted in the doorway, his back against one post, his feet against the other post.  He said, “I am the door.  I watch the sheep throughout the night.  And I have never lost a lamb from my fold yet.”

The Lord Jesus said in John 10:9, “I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved and shall go in and out and find pasture.”  

4. I shall not lack for green pastures – vs 9.  
a. This does not mean you will have green money in your billfold or green yards that always have enough water or a green thumb that always grows wonderful gardens...but it talks about your soul.  

b. Lamentations is the saddest book in the Bible and yet it also contains green pastures for God’s people.  Chapter 3 says, 16He has made me grind my teeth on gravel. He has rolled me in the dust. 17Peace has been stripped away, and I have forgotten what prosperity is. 18I cry out, “My splendor is gone! Everything I had hoped for from the LORD is lost!”19The thought of my suffering and homelessness is bitter beyond words. 20I will never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my loss. 21Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this:22The unfailing love of the LORD never ends! By his mercies we have been kept from complete destruction. 23Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each day. 24I say to myself, “The LORD is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”25The LORD is wonderfully good to those who wait for him and seek him. 26So it is good to wait quietly for salvation from the LORD.
c. Jeremiah wrote that passage when he had nothing in material possessions but he had everything in spiritual possessions!  

d. Which is more important to you?  Your material possessions or your spiritual possessions?  

5. I shall not lack for recognition – vs 3 and 14 “by name.”  Which would you rather be known for?  Your social security number or your name?  NAME!  That is personal.  This means I have significance with the Lord!

a. Do you remember what Jesus said to the man in the tree?  “Zaccheus, hurry and come down from that tree?”
b. Do you remember what Jesus said to Saul on the road to Damascus?  “Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

c. One day in 1965 Jesus said, “Tommy, would you like to be saved?”  I said, “Yes.”  He and I have talked quite a bit since that day.  

· AND HE STILL KNOWS ME BY NAME!  

· Some people have forgotten my name since I met them in 1965, but God still remembers my name!   

6. I shall not lack for leadership – vs 4.  
a. The Deist says that God created the world but then walked away and is no longer interested in His creation.

b. The Bible, though, teaches God wants to be our shepherd even when we wander away.  

7. I shall not lack for security – vs 28.  

a. I do not lack about my eternal future either.  

b. The Shepherd is not only taking care of me in the here and now but He is obligated to take care of me after the here and now, too...when the AFTER HERE time finally gets here.

c. My future is safe in His hands and His hands are safe in the Father’s hands.  
d. Can you think of any safer place to be than in the hands of Jesus which are also in His Father’s hands? 
e. No child of God will ever know on this side of heaven what dangers the Great Shepherd has protected us from!  
· He guards His own: 
· John 17:12 is what He says about us but what we say about Him is, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.”  

Illustration:  It was Christmas Eve.  Ira Sankey, the famous song writer, was traveling the Delaware River on a steamboat.  Many passengers were on the deck.  Someone asked Mr. Sankey to sing.  He raised his eyes toward heaven and began to sing, “Savior, like a Shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care.”  
A deep silence came over the ship.  A man then asked, “Mr. Sankey, did you ever serve in the Union Army during the Civil War?”  
Sankey said, “Yes, I did.”  The man asked, “Do you remember doing guard duty on a bright moonlight night in 1862?”  

Sankey thought for a moment then said, “Yes.”  The stranger said, “I was in the Confederate Army.  I was doing guard duty that night.  I saw you standing at your post.  I raised my gun and aimed at you.  I was hidden in the shadows but you were standing in the light of the moon.  I was ready to pull the trigger when you began to sing, ‘Savior, like a shepherd lead us.  Much we need Thy tender care.’  When I heard that song, I couldn’t pull the trigger.”

Do you know what we could title this lesson?
The Shepherd Who Takes Care of Everything!

Is He your Shepherd?
Let’s all read vs 1 in unison again.  “The Lord is my shepherd.  I shall not want or lack anything.”  And all of God’s people said, “Amen.”  

Psalm 23

Lesson #6
Participation:  What is the best part of the Christian life to you?  My favorite part (at least at this minute) is vs 3 of Amazing Grace.  “Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.  Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”  The two key words for me are safe and lead.  
The fact is I would not want to live on my own.  I have a wonderful companion in my wife for this life, but to be honest, I need someone bigger than her.  Verse 3 does not say, “Tis Ruth Ellen hath brought me safe thus far and Ruth Ellen will lead me home.”  Verse 3 does not say, “Tis Tom’s dad...or the president.”  But God’s grace is enough.
God’s grace is the theme of Psalm 23.

Read Psalm 23.  
We will focus our attention on the first part of vs 2: “He makes me to lie down in green pastures.”  

First, notice the person responsible for the activity in this phrase.  
· “He” takes you back to Jehovah in vs 1.  “LORD” is Jehovah.  

· Jehovah is the self-existent One who never needs to be recharged.  
· He is bigger than any problem I face.  
· As a matter of fact He is even able to anticipate the problems of the future.  Therefore, He knows how to best prepare us for those problems.  
· Preparing us for the future problems is part of “lying down.”  
· Also, He is identified in vs 1 as the Shepherd.

· The activity of vs 2 happens because the Shepherd loves the sheep.  
· The song says, “But none of the ransomed ever knew how deep were the waters crossed nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through before He found His sheep that was lost!” Oh, how He loves you and me!  
· Read John 10:4.  Notice the shepherd’s position: he is leading the sheep!

· Illustration:  Some Americans were touring the holy land and happened across a sheep who was driving the sheep instead of leading the sheep.  The Americans knew enough Bible that they realized something was wrong.  They said, “We have always heard that shepherds lead the sheep rather than drive the sheep.”  The shepherd said, “You have misunderstood.  You see, I am not the shepherd.  I am the butcher.”  

· The Oriental shepherd of that day knew the importance of taking his sheep to good pasture.  He would lead the sheep out of the sheepfold (place of protection for the night) well before dawn...and well before the hot sun would arise.  He would lead them to where the sheep could find green pasture for nourishment.  The sheep would then eat.  But as time passed the heat eventually became unbearable.  The shepherd would then care for the sheep by making the sheep to lie down.  He would take his staff and gently tap the lead sheep on the head.  That sheep would then fall to the ground to rest.  The other sheep would follow its lead.  
· All of us have seen pictures of the sheep resting in the meadow, perhaps under a large tree.  The sheep didn’t know this, but they needed to rest in order to make the return trip home.  
· Key: the sheep do not need to know about the trip home – only the shepherd needs to know.  
· Application: do you need to know what will happen tomorrow or next week or next year?  No.  Rest assured, your shepherd, though, already knows.  He is already preparing you for the rest of the journey.  
· Thank God, for such a loving shepherd!  
Second, notice who gets to lie down.  

· “He makes ME.”  Who is me?  It is David.  What do we know about David?  

· David is a saved man.  Are you?  

· David is described in the Bible as a man after God’s heart.  Are you?  

· Point:  Saved, submissive Christians can feast on green pasture!

· On the other hand, who doesn’t He cause to lie down?  The unsaved.  
· See Isaiah 57:20-21.  The sea is so stirred that the mud from the bottom is stirred to the top.  
· Does this sound like green pasture living?  No.

Remember:  Saved, submissive Christians can feast on green pasture!
Third, notice the will of the Shepherd.  
· “He makes me lie down” is supported by various translations, suggesting there are times when we must be FORCED to lie down.  
· Why do we have to exercise forced in any situation?  It is necessary because something is not submitting...therefore, force is required to overcome the resistance.

· Likewise, sometimes the shepherd is confronted with a rebellious spirit in his sheep.  See Hebrews 12:6.  
· Note that chastisement is done out of a heart of love...of concern for the sheep.  
· Illustration:  Charles Stanley was hospitalized for tests.  While lying in bed with absolutely nothing to do, the Lord said, “Charles, I now have you where you will listen to me.  Are you ready to listen?”
· Question:  Are you going too fast for the shepherd and need to be throttled back, need to lie down and rest (listen to Him)?

Fourth, notice where the shepherd leads us.  
· Our destination is “green pastures.”  

· Unger translates it “meadows of tender herbage.”  In other words, this pasture is the cream of the crop...the choice pasture land.  

· What kind of food is available to us?  Is it physical food and physical health and physical wealth?  Sometimes.  But not always.  

a. Illustration: Fanny Crosby wrote hundreds of poems that were later put to music.  One example is “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.”  That sounds like green pasture living!  However, in her case green pasture living was not physical.  Someone put a scalding towel over her eyes when she was just a few days old.  This incident left her blinded for life.  Yet her songs abound with the theme of green pasture living.  

b. So there is obviously more associated with green pasture living than the physical side.  

· Remember: man’s greatest need is the need of the soul rather than the need of the body.  God’s green pastures fulfill the need of man’s soul!  
a. See Matthew 11:28.  Restful living is the result of yielding to the Shepherd!  
b. Illustration: a man attended a city mission service and heard the gospel.  The invitation was given.  He left his seat and came to the pastor.  The pastor asked, “Why have you come?”  He answered, “I am sick and tired of being sick and tired.”  
c. Song:  “If you are tired of the load of your sin, let Jesus come into your heart.  If you desire a new life to begin, let Jesus come into your heart.”
d. This rest includes the peace of God (Phil 4:7).  “Keep” = guard or garrison your hearts (emotional life) and minds (mental life) against worry, pressure, stress, and tension.  

i. These guards say, “Don’t sweat the small stuff.”  
e. Bible illustration:  Paul and Silas praised God at midnight in the prison of Philippi.  Blood was running down their backs from their beatings.  They were enjoying green pasture living in prison!  

Conclusion:  Picture in your mind two or three Christians that stood the test of time.  They had depth to them...stood tall when the storms came against them and demonstrated tremendous faith in God at such times.  

Key:  The one item that distinguishes them from most Christians is they spend lots of time in the green pasture with the shepherd.  That gives them a different perspective on life...a different attitude...a different outlook.  

They live a different life than those Christians who skip the green pasture...whose lifestyle does not have time for the green pasture.

Pastureless people are weak people; 
pastureful people are deep people.  
The former has no depth but the latter has an inner peace that carries them through thick and thin.
Which do you want to be?
Psalm 23

Lesson #7
Question:  Does God ever repeat Himself?  Yes.  God repeats Himself over and over and over again.  As a matter of fact, one book in the Bible (Deuteronomy) exists because God wanted to repeat Himself.  Deuteronomy means “second law” and it exists because God wanted more than the first law.  He repeated and elaborated on the Mosaic Law in Deuteronomy.

It is important to remember that God repeats Himself quite often – why?  Because we are so slow to understand.  So God says the same thing over and over again – sometimes He uses different words but He is essentially saying the very same thing.

So guess what tonight’s lesson happens to be?  It is a repeat of last Wednesday’s lesson.  Only we will use different words and different scriptures but in the end we will say the same thing.  

Why is tonight a repeat of last week’s lesson?  It is because God is repeating Himself in the next part of Psalm 23.  And if God repeats Himself, it is because God wants to be sure that we understand what God is saying.

Read Psalm 23.

1. Last week’s lesson was about the first part of vs 2.  “He, Jehovah, makes me to lie down in green pastures.”  
2. Tonight’s lesson is about the rest of vs 2.  “He leads me beside the still waters.”  
3. Both of those phrases are essentially saying the very same thing.  
4. As a matter of fact, the first part of verse 3 is essentially saying the same thing as the first part of vs 2 and the second part of vs 2.  Verse 3 begins “He restores my soul.”  Guess what?  That’s what vs 2 is about, also.

I have good news for you.  If you didn’t figure out last week’s lesson and you don’t figure out this week’s lesson, then come back next week and you’ll get a third try at understanding that God wants you to have peace in your heart – God wants your heart to be at rest.  

We live in a tranquilizer world.  We live in a drug addicted world.  One of the reasons why people turn to drugs is because people cannot find peace for their soul.

Do you know why people cannot find peace for their soul?  Two reasons:  

1. They have never met the Shepherd of Psalm 23 for salvation;

2. Or they have met the Shepherd for salvation – they have actually been born again - but they are currently rebelling against Him.  Many Christians fall into this category.  Their rebellion means they are not following the Lord to the still waters or the green pasture where He restores our souls.  

Key:  Look at verses 2 and 3.  One word appears 4 times.  What is that word?  It is the word “He” referring to the Shepherd or Jehovah.  

· This means the action is being initiated by the Shepherd, not the sheep.

· The Shepherd WANTS TO LEAD...do we want to follow?
· Read Revelation 7:17.  The Shepherd will still be leading us even after this life is over!  

Let me make several points regarding the still waters 
where we find peace and rest.
1. The body must be given time to rest.  See Exodus 20:8-11.  

2. The soul needs rest or peace but so does the body.  

3. The reason many souls have no rest is because the body is not at rest.  It is under so much stress from doing everything in the daily planner that it has no time to rest.  

4. God thought this issue is so important that He made it one of the famous 10 commandments.  That means this commandment is just as important as “Thou shalt not kill” or “thou shalt not steal.”  
· How many of you keep the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill”?
· How many of you keep the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal”?
· Should I ask, though, about the day of rest?  

· Which of those three commandments do you need more?  
1. Are you a threat to kill someone or to steal from someone or to push yourself too hard?  
2. Do you know what you are doing when you push yourself too hard and do not give the body time to rest?

1. You are killing yourself.  Here comes the heart attack or the stroke or the high blood pressure or the nervous breakdown or the need for uppers and downers just to get out of bed in the morning.

2. You are stealing from yourself.  You are reducing your skill levels to less than you should be, you are reducing your effectiveness with others such as your spouse and your family.  
5. Key:  Do you know who breaks this commandment the most of all?  It is pastors.  Pastors like to pride themselves on the saying, “Wear out or rust out.”  Guess what God says?  God says, “You aren’t effective if you do either…if you rust out or you wear out.”  
6. I was asked to speak on this subject at the State Pastor’s Convention.  One statement I made was, “If you do not take care of yourself, no one else will.  Your church will not take care of your health for you.  You church will instead use you up then get rid of you.  If you don’t take care of yourself then no one else will.”  
7. If the body is not given time to rest, then the soul will not be given time to rest either.  
2.  The soul must be given time to be fed and refreshed.  That is what these three statements mean beginning in vs 2, “He makes me to lie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul.”
3. God says, My soul needs still waters.  What exactly does this mean?  
4. “Still waters” is an interesting expression.  We have white water rafting on the Gauley River in West Virginia.  Is that “still waters”?  No.  That is gurgling,,,, rushing waters.

· Question: which kind of water do sheep like?  Still, quiet waters or gurgling, rushing waters?  

· Answer:  still, quiet waters.

· Shepherds tell us that the sheep may be very thirsty but, even so, the sheep will not drink from rushing waters.  That kind of water unsettles the sheep and frightens them.  

· This suggests there needs to be quiet times for the soul.

· Song: There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God.  A place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of God.  O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, Hold us who wait before Thee, near to the heart of God.  

5. What then is the still waters?  Read John 7:37.  Jesus is the fount of living waters.  The book of Revelation finishes with the words, “Is your soul thirsty?  Then come and drink!”
· “Still waters” is more than going for a walk in the woods or going on vacation or reading a book or doing transcendental meditation.

· “Still waters” is spending time with Jesus in prayer and Bible study.

· The Bible says in II Corinthians that our outward man is perishing on a daily basis…it is getting older and falling apart more and more but our inward man…our soul…is being renewed…that means reenergized or revived on a daily basis as it drinks from the fountain called Jesus.  

· I mentioned last time the people who stood tallest and strongest for the Lord had an inner strength about them and that inner strength comes by spending a lot of time with the Lord.  

6. How satisfying is the still waters?  Read John 1:10-15.  Underline the phrase, “grace upon grace.”
· Old saying: The grace of God will never take you where the grace of God cannot keep you.

· The grace of God covers every need of your life: spiritual, emotional, psychological, physical, mental, etc.  
· (Participation.)  How many of you have been to the ocean?  Let’s imagine you arrived at the ocean.  Your guide says, “I want you to see the wave (not waves).”  Your guide takes you to the beach and says, “Watch the wave.”  Sure enough, here comes the wave.  The wave crashes upon the beach.  Then nothing else happens.  You ask, “Is there a second wave?”  “No.  Just one wave.  You just saw it.”  
· Is that how the ocean operates?  No.  It is wave after wave.

· The expression “grace upon grace” suggests waves of grace pouring upon your soul just like the waves come to the beach.
· (Act out.  Step to the side and let the wave represent you.  It (you) rushes from one side and crashes upon the beach.  That wave gets used up then retreats into the ocean.  Then a second wave (you) rushes from the ocean and crashes upon the beach.  
· Point:  The grace of God never stops coming into your life.  Just as one wave wears out, here comes another wave!  
· “Still water living” teaches you to rely more on God’s grace than on any other source.  
7.  How can I afford to be still?  
· I want to deal with an issue that is a difficult issue for many people in our churches.  
i. Many people are working very hard for one purpose: they want to be accepted by a spouse, family, employer, friend, or even a church.

ii. These folks are emotionally exhausted because they have never been accepted. 
iii. In their thinking, they cannot afford the time to be still.   
iv. But the Bible says there is still waters for even them.

· Read Ephesians 1:7.  (“Accepted in the beloved.”)  

· Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior?  I have good news for you.  You do not need to be accepted by others, because you have already been accepted by God!  

i. It is good to be accepted by others – to have their approval – but their approval pales in significance to being approved by God.
ii. Whose approval would you rather have?  Mine or God’s?  A spouse or God’s?  

· When we married, my mother-in-law gave us the most special wedding gift I have ever seen.  It was also the smallest wedding gift I have ever seen.  It was a frame for a small wallet sized picture.  She inserted a poem, though, instead of a picture.  That frame is still on our dresser.  This is what the poem says:

To The Bride
There are many kinds of circles,

Such as earth or coins we spend;

But they all have this in common: 

No beginning and no end.

The circlet on your finger

Which today proclaims you wife

Is a symbol of completeness

To surround you all your life.

Our family is a circle, too,

Composed of kith and kin.

Without a break, we widen it

To let your husband in.  
Mae Deck Hiatt

My mother-in-law had six children.  At her funeral I believe those six children grieved very deeply but I believe their spouses, including even me, grieved even more deeply.  Why?  It was because we understood what it was like to be on the outside of her family but to be brought on the inside of her family.  
They asked me to say a few words at her funeral.  Do you know what I said?  I read that poem.  One thing I will never forget is watching the other five in-laws nodding their head in agreement as I finished that poem.  
We had been accepted.  All six of us.
Guess what?  If you have accepted Jesus Christ, 

then He has also accepted you!
What does the Bible say?  “Heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ…from this time on I no longer refer to you as servants but as my friends.”  

I have been accepted by God.  How about you?

Psalm 23

Lesson #8
Participation:  

1.  List for me important things that people have or own (cars, houses, bank accounts, health, job).  

2.  Of everything you possess, what is the most important item you possess?   Answer: Soul.  

3. Read Matthew 16:24-26.  

4. Reread vs 26a and substitute “health” or “money” or “fame” for “soul.”

5. Which of those words is most important: health, money, fame, or soul?  

6. Answer: soul.  My soul is the real me.  I can lose all of these other items but still be ok if my soul is ok.  But I can have all of those other items and not be ok if I lose my soul.  Right?  

So which of those four do we emphasize the most in our American culture?  Health, money, fame, or soul?  The answer is in the:

· television commercials...how many commercials talk about your soul?  Zero.  
· Bank accounts.  Show me how a person spends his money and I will show you what a person emphasizes in his life.  Much more money is spent on the external things rather than the internal things (soul).

We begin here tonight because I want you to ask yourself: am I an external person (emphasizing health, money, fame, houses, cars) or an internal person (main emphasis is on your soul)?    

· One of the sins of America (and it is a very arrogant sin) is we want the rest of the world to be like us...so we export our lifestyle to everyone.
· But many in the Mideast (Arabs) say they don’t want our lifestyle because it is too external.  

· Question: could you be content riding a camel in the desert or do you have to have all the external things of life?  

The most important part of you is your soul.  

God says, “Take care of your soul and you will have the most prosperous life of all.”  

7. Read Psalm 1:1-3.  Look closely at vs 2.  What part of a person does vs 2?  Soul.  
a. Verse 3 gives the results of a healthy soul.  
b. Verse 4-6 give the results of an unhealthy soul.

c. Which do you emphasize?  Healthy soul comes by doing vs 2.  

d. There is a big difference between the person who spends much time feeding his soul with Bible reading, prayer, and being in church and the person who spends much time feeding his soul with reading the Wall Street Journal, watching sports events, and doing all the external things associated with this life. 
e. Do you remember what the Bible said about Abraham?  8It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. 9And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in a tent. And so did Isaac and Jacob, to whom God gave the same promise. 10Abraham did this because he was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God.  Hebrews 11
f. Abraham was a man of the soul...he had more money than all of us combined but his money did not own him...rather his soul was in control.  
Read Psalm 23:1-3.  Would anyone like to guess the key phrase for this lesson?  It is “He restores my soul.”  The key idea is that God is putting back what is now gone.  
Participation:  What, though, doesn’t He restore?  (Answers: health, wealth, job, house, relationships).  

8. I submit on the basis of vs 3a that you can’t really experience Psalm 23 in all of its depths unless you are committed first and foremost to having your soul – not anything else – restored.” 

9. How, though, can He do that?  Remember from our lesson in vs 1 that He is Jehovah which means I am.  
10. The Gospel of John develops what I AM brings to your life and mine.   
11. Read John 8:58.  Jesus identifies Himself as the I AM who spoke to Moses from the burning bush!  That is why His critics try to stone Him in vs 59.  They understand that Jesus is claiming to be the I AM of the Old Testament.  

12. Jesus repeats this claim at various places in the Gospel of John.  In so doing, Jesus developes how He is able to restore our soul.

13. I AM: 

a. John 6:35 (bread of life).  Jesus even goes so far as to say that if you feast on Him you will lose your hunger for the American way of life called materialism...”will never thirst or hunger!”  There is a satisfaction in Jesus one cannot find anyplace else.
b. John 8:12 (light of the world).  The soul longs to see, but we are surrounded by darkness.  Jesus lights the path before us so there can be certainty in our direction.

c. John 10:4 (door).  So many people fret about their soul’s salvation.  I do not fret because I believe Jesus is the door to heaven!  I can lay down on my pillow at night with full assurance that heaven is mine.  

d. John 10:14 (good Shepherd).  The Shepherd is personally interested in ministering to me!   

e. John 10:25 (resurrection).  Many times I have looked at the hills around our house and said, “I shall be alive when you are gone!  The universe shall dissolve with a fervent heat but I shall still remain!”  The resurrection restores my soul with hope!  

f. John 14:6 (way, truth, and life).  If I follow Jesus I’ll be in the right way!  He will enlighten me with truth about this world, myself, eternity, etc. 

g. John 15:1 (vine).  Spiritual power to do an eternal work is available to me!  
There is a line in one of our old songs which says, “Oh, what peace we often forfeit…why?  We do not take it to the Lord in prayer.”  Where does true prayer occur?  With our lips or with our soul?  Soul.

Illustration:  In 1912 the Titanic made its maiden voyage from Liverpool, England, where it was built to New York City.  That ship was known as the “unsinkable ship.”  1,600 people of the socially elite from both Europe and North America were on board to celebrate this great ship.  
But an iceberg struck the Titanic and tore a hole in its right side.  The ship began to slowly sink.  As it went down the orchestra moved to the front of the ship.  
Historians tells us the orchestra began to play music again, but this time they changed from the dance music to music for the soul.  They played the old song, “Nearer My God to Thee.”  
“Nearer my God to Thee, Nearer to Thee

Even though it be a cross That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be, Nearer my God to Thee!

Nearer, my God, to Thee!

Do you want to be strong on the inside?  Then don’t wait until your ship sinks...instead feed your soul with God...

May your prayer always be, Nearer, my God, to Thee!
Psalm 23
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Illustration:  I remember taking a trip to Fall Creek Falls State Park in Tennessee in 1978.  That park is known for the highest waterfall east of the Mississippi River.  My friend wanted to go to the park to do some bird-watching so I tagged along.  I remember getting on one of those paths through the woods. I decided to run  the path.  So there I was running at full speed down this narrow path when all of a sudden the path disappeared.  I was on the ledge right next to the falls…and it was straight down more than 100 feet.  I hit the brakes just like Fred Flintstone and stopped one or two steps before I ran out of room.  It scared me half to death.   
I share that with you in order to point out there are some:

· Paths in this life you don’t want to run…or even walk.  
· Paths that lead you to nowhere but a dead end and a total waste of your life;
· Paths that lead to a place so bad you wish you hadn’t come that particular way.  

Two songs come to my mind when I think about following the wrong paths:  

· Wasted years, wasted years, O how foolish.  

· I’ve wasted many precious years, Now I’m coming home.  I now repent or change my mind, my life, and my direction...Lord, I’m coming home.  

Is there a right path for me personally?  
How about for you also?  Yes, there is.

Read Psalm 23.  Focus on “He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  
There are three items that deserve our utmost attention in this passage.  

1.  Item #1 is the word “paths.”  There were very few good paths in Palestine when this passage was written.  Most paths were less than 20 inches in width.  Most paths were winding...not like an interstate that levels the hills but they went around the hills.  There is a road sign in the Smoky Mountains that shows the road twisting so much you think you’ll be back where you began.  But is important to note there were paths!  

a. (Participation.)  Why do you need a path?  

i. A path is the easiest way to get from one point to another point.  No one likes fighting his way through the brush!

ii. A path indicates someone has traveled this way before you.  

b. Someone said, “All we need in this life is a pathway through it.”  Why?  We brought nothing into this world, we take nothing out of this world.  We’re headed for an even bigger world which is eternity.  
c. Write: To know God’s will is man’s greatest treasure.  To do God’s will is man’s greatest privilege.  (Blair)

i. This path of righteousness is all about God’s will.  
ii. So treat the path of righteousness like a treasure!
2. Item #2 is righteousness.  

a. God has selected a specific kind of path for His sheep.  It is not a random path but a specifically designed path.  

b. It is called the path of RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

c. What does righteousness mean?  Right living or doing right.  

d. Important: who defines what is right?  God and that definition is revealed in the Word of God!

e. Write: God has a right path for me!  Life is not a guessing game but a know-so game.  See “know references in Bible.” 
i. II Timothy 1:12, “I know whom I have believed.”

ii. I John 5:13, “These are written that you may know you have eternal life.”  

iii. Martha told Jesus, “We know our loved ones will be raised in the resurrection.”  (John 11)

f. It may be the right path but that does not mean it is the most popular path.  Read Matthew 7:13-14.  More people choose the path of unrighteousness or unright living than the path of righteousness or right living.  

g. Read I John 1:5-9, where “walking in darkness” is walking unrightly or in disobedience to the will of God.  “Walking in light” is walking in the light where God Himself walks.
i. Key question to ask: would Jesus do it?  

ii. Some wore a WWJD bracelet that meant “What would Jesus do?”  

1. How would Jesus deal with an adulterous situation?  

2. How would Jesus deal with stealing money from an empty cash drawer?  

h.  There are three ways God speaks to us: 

i. Bible reading - God will never lead anyone contrary to the Word of God.  
ii. Prayer – read James 1:5.  God reveals Himself in prayer.  

iii. Circumstances – God may send someone with a special message, or you may read something in a book or there may be a situation when you suddenly feel the hand of God.

i. God uses all three of these ways to speak to us.  Someone wrote, “Bible study alone, without prayer, will produce a Pharisee.  Pray alone, without a knowledge of God’s word, will produce a fanatic.  Using circumstances alone for guidance without the Bible and prayer will produce a fatalist.”

3. Item #3 is “For His name’s sake.” 

a. How many of you have read “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren?  I believe the Bible is the most important book any person can ever read.  I believe the second most important book is also the biggest selling book in the history of Christianity: The Purpose Driven Life.  This book is focused on helping you understand your purpose in life.  It begins with some of the most powerful words ever written…words you don’t forget.  The first words are, “It’s not about you.”  In other words, your purpose in life is not about you…it is about God.  

b. Think with me about the solar system.  What is at the center of the solar system?  The sun.  What did people many centuries ago think was at the center of the solar system?  The earth.  What is the difference?  
i. If the earth is at the center, it means everything revolves around us…or everything exists for us. 
ii. If the sun is at the center, it means we’re just a small part of the whole…our planet isn’t even the biggest planet, we only have one moon, etc.  

c. Question: who is at the center of your own world?  

d. Most people place themselves at the center of their own world.  Their world revolves around them.  This is true of many Christians too.  Most Christians read vs 3 like this, “He leads me in the paths of right living for my name’s sake.”  

i. What is that sin called?  Selfishness.  

ii. What does God prefer?  SelfLESSness.  

e. Read Matthew 16:23 (Peter is missing the right path so Jesus defines the right path in vs 24) – deny himself.   
f. The hardest part of Christianity is denying ourselves the right to be at the center of our own universe.  

i. Our first question is, “What’s in it for me?  

ii. For example, what can that church do for me?  God answers, “Ask not what the church can do for you but what you can do for God’s church.”  

iii. What will I get back from you, God?    God says, “Probably a hard time because in the world you shall have tribulation or trouble.  Read the story of Jeremiah…read the story of Paul in prison…read the story of Stephen.”  

iv.  While you’re at it, read the story of the CROSS!  Ask yourself, “Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free?  Then answer, “No, there’s a cross of self-denial for everyone and there’s a cross for me.”  

g. Question: will you live for His name’s sake?  

h. Have you ever studied the songs we sing in the invitation part of our church service?  Songs like:

i. Have thine own way, Lord, Thou art the potter, I am the clay.  

ii. All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely bow. 

iii. Take the world but give me Jesus all its…

iv. Where He leads me, I will follow.  I’ll go with Him all the way.  

Let me give you my personal testimony!  I accepted Jesus as my Savior when I was age 9 but I got away from the Lord when I was a teenager.  God then did what any good parent would do – He jerked a knot in my tail and brought me back to Him.  

I wondered then how I was going to communicate to my classmates that I now wanted to live the Christian life.  I decided to take a symbol of my faith to school.  I took a Bible with me and I began reading the Bible during all of my breaks.  Some of the people laughed; some of the people made jokes!  

But I stayed with my decision to make the Bible my manual for life: my manual for my home, my work, my relationships with others!  

Well, guess what?  More than ____ years have now passed.  Some of my classmates now wish they could start their lives over again – go back to the days before:

They made all of their mistakes!  They ruined their lives!

They’d love to start their adult lives over again but not Tom Swartzwelder!  I don’t have to live my life over again because the Bible gave me a foundation on which I could boldly live my life.  The Bible:

1. kept me from ruining my life!  

2. kept me from going too far off to the left or too far off to the right!

3. helped me make the most important decisions in my life!  


The Bible became my manual for life!  And, my friend, what the Bible did for me it can also do for you!

Psalm 23
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There will be times when you cannot feel God’s presence.  

Illustration:  Samuel Brengle, one of the great saints of the Salvation Army said, “If I were dying and had the privilege of delivering a last exhortation to all the Christians of the world, and that message had to be condensed into only three words, I would say, ‘Wait on God.’”  
Psalm 23

Lesson #11

This lesson deals with one of the hardest problems that any of us face: fear.  

1.  Fear turns man blue - Stan Jones, 63, of Bozeman, Montana, feared a Y2K meltdown might make antibiotics scarce. He heard colloidal silver supplements could protect you from disease, so he made his own by electrically charging a couple of silver wires in a glass of water. It wasn't too long before his skin began to turn blue, and even though he's stopped drinking his super-charged supplement, his skin remains blue. Doctors say the condition - called argvria - is permanent. By the way, Jones failed in his Libertarian bid for the U.S. Senate, although his campaign website didn't mention his blue skin! (Talk about a red, white and BLUE candidate) - CNN, 10/2/2002
2.  Hans Christian Andersen was one of the world's greatest storytellers, the author of children's classics like The Little Mermaid and The Ugly Duckling. But many people don't know how fearful he was in life. He tormented himself every time he left home with the thought that he might have left a candle burning or the door unlocked. He was so afraid of fire that he traveled with a rope in his suitcase so he could escape through windows. He was so fearful of being buried alive that he put a notice next to his bed that said, "I am not really dead." He was afraid someone would mistake his sound sleep for death. 

3.  Phobias, which often begin when we are children, are irrational fears that are so intense they become disabling.  Here is a sample.  Fear of:

Opening one's eyes: Optophobia
Getting wrinkles: Rhytiphobia
Becoming bald: Phalacrophobia
Bald people: Peladophobia 

Laughter: Geliophobia
Kissing: Philemaphobia 
Music: Melophobia
Poetry: Metrophobia
Clowns: Coulrophobia

Hearing good news: Euphobia
Flowers: Anthrophobia 
God: Zeusophobia
Sermons: Homilophobia

Question:  Of what then are you afraid?  I read a book recently about a man who was imprisoned in a mine shaft with rattlesnakes.  The book said, “He was a smart man so he was afraid.”  

Is there a cure for fear?  Yes.  Read Psalm 26:4.  Why doesn’t the Psalmist fear?  It is because of one simple reason:  God is with Him.  
Fear is a powerful motivator.  

· Most people are gripped by fear.  

· Fear in a marriage...of a spouse so we are very careful in what we do.  
· Fear in a job situation.  Losing the job or fearing a supervisor.

· Fear in a health situation.  Do I have cancer?  Heart trouble?  

· Fear in a pending birth.  Will my child be healthy?  I worked with one woman who lived in fear of getting pregnant.  She was petrified at the thought of having children.  
· Fear in finances.  Will Social Security be there for my retirement?  Will I be financially able to retire?  

· Fear of an enemy.  In the 6th grade a student in the Safety patrol threatened to turn me in to the principal if I did not pay him a dollar.  I was so scared I paid him.  I never told my mother!  
· Fear of the dark.  Most people don’t like the dark.  One of my previous members was so scared of the dark she intended to stay home from a candlelight service.  She needed just one candle to remain lit so that is what we did.  
· Fear of confessing Jesus.  Peter denied our Lord three times because of fear.  

· Fear of doing what God says to do.  Jonah ran because he was afraid of Ninevah.  It was a cruel city!
Write:  Fear is overcome by believing in something bigger than my fear.   Fear is powerful...therefore, whatever overcomes fear has to be bigger than fear.  
· Who wrote this Psalm?  David.  

· David specified he was not afraid of what evil could do to him.  Who was the evil in David’s life?  

· King Saul threw a javelin at him with the intention of pinning David to the wall because Saul was jealous of David.  

· Son Absalom tried to kill David in order to rule the kingdom.  

· What was David’s solution to those enemies?  It was “Thou art with me.”

· David put that solution into practice against Goliath.  
· See I Samuel 17:37, 45.  

· Would you have been shaking in your boots like the rest of Israel or would you have stood strong with David? 

· More than 80 times God says in the Bible, “Fear not.”  

· Isaiah 41:10.  
· Relate my own experience in leaving AEP.  It was relatively easy to leave my employment in 1976 for theology school because we had no children.  However, in 1998 we had three children still at home.  I always wondered if I would have enough faith to leave my employment if the children were at home.  Well, God opened the door and gave me the opportunity to find out.  I am happy to report that we were able to make that giant leap of faith.  Why?  God gave me more faith than my fear and we stepped out by faith and left my employment in order to pastor a Baptist church.  And all of us know how unstable Baptist churches are!  OUR FAITH OVERCAME OUR FEAR.  
· Your faith must be in more than your job, income, good looks!  
· It must be in something that can beat your fear!  
· So which wins today for you?  Your faith or your fear?  
· Read Exodus 3:11-12a.  God doesn’t promise Moses an army or angels or wisdom...just “I will be with you!”  That leads us to 5:1.  Moses was so confident in 5:1 that he probably appeared to be cocky.  Picture him shouting to Pharaoh, “Thus says Jehovah, Let My people go!”  His faith overcame his fear.  
· Read Psalm 56:3 – I use this scripture for people who are headed into surgery.  It is easy to remember...hold on to as the doctor puts us to sleep!  
· Read Matthew 28:18-20.  The reason this mission can be accomplished is because Jesus promised, “I will be with you to the end of the age!”  
Illustration:  Everyone has heard of the great missionary David Livingstone.  David Livingstone was the missionary of the 1800’s who opened the heart of Africa to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This man was a total nobody when he sailed for Africa.  His friends escorted him to the dock in order to wish him a bon voyage!  These friends did not like the idea of David facing the wild animals of Africa or the uncivilized natives of Africa.  One man urged David to stay in England...to work with the church of England instead of the heathen in Africa.  

Finally David Livingstone took his Bible and turned to the one verse which was motivating him to go to Africa.  He read this verse in the book of Matthew chapter 28, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  

David Livingstone then turned to the friend who was urging him to stay in England.  He said, “That promise is the word of a gentleman of sacred honor.  I will trust him and not be afraid.  So let me be going.”  

Do you know why he could say that?  
It is because he believed in something bigger than his fear. 
I hope you can say the same!

Psalm 23
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Read Psalm 23.  
There are many problems in everyday life.  List: 1. Someone to watch over poor little ol’ me ( Lord is my Shepherd), 2.  Having enough to live (I shall not want), 3.  Rest for my soul (makes me lie down in green pastures and still waters), 4. direction in the right paths (Lord leads me in the paths of righteousness); 5. assurance in the valley of deep darkness (He is with me); 6. Way to overcome my fears (He is with me), 7. Way to overcome my enemies (prepares a table so I can feast in the presence of my enemies), 8. the fullness of God’s blessings and Holy Spirit (anoints my head with oil), 9. Friends to shape my character for all of my days (goodness and mercy); 10.  a good home to spend eternity (as for me I will spend eternity in the house of the Lord – how about you?) and there in the middle of these many blessings we have one more – the blessing of comfort and protection: (vs 4 - rod and staff comfort me).  

 Verse 4 says, “The Shepherd’s rod and the shepherd’s staff are all I need to comfort me.”
What is the goal of these two tools of the shepherd’s trade?  “Comfort me or soothe me or console me or reassure me or calm me.”  

I remember 9/11 and the attacks on the World Trade Centers.  President George Bush went to Washington Cathedral and gave a speech to the nation.  The purpose of that speech was to comfort the nation.  He comforted us by pointing out the strengths of America and he promised we would triumph in the end.  But the greatest speech of all on that day was the one given by Billy Graham.  He comforted us by pointing us to the Shepherd...that there is strength in God.

I have access to a comfort that the world does not have access to.  Read II Corinthians 1:3-4.  Do you need comforted in your own life?  Then turn to Jesus.

I buried a man yesterday that never accepted Jesus.  I could not comfort the family by talking about seeing their loved one in heaven.  But I did comfort the family by pointing them to the Shepherd.  I did so by reading Psalm 23. I said to them, “I hope you can also say, “The Lord is My Shepherd,” because He wants to help you in this valley that we are walking through today.”

Isn’t it good that you have a source for comfort?  And that source wants to come us in ALL our problems!
There are two tools used to bring comfort to the sheep.

1. Picture the rod in your mind.  
· The rod was a club about two feet long.  It was rounded off into a ball about the size of a man’s fist.  The shepherd drove a number of nails or spikes into the ball.  
· Imagine being hit with that rod.  You might live to fight another day but the rod made sure it was another day instead of the same day.  
· The rod had to be used quite often because the wild animals wanted his sheep.  
· The wolf would sweep into the midst of the sheep.  
· Suddenly the shepherd swung into action.  
· He would swing the rod, and crush the head of the wolf.  
· Note: Since the rod was only two feet long, this required the shepherd to get very close to the enemy.  In so doing the shepherd personally put himself on the line in order to protect his sheep.  
· Our shepherd did the same – Read John 10:11.

· Our shepherd died to keep His sheep from dying in hell.  
· Read Matthew 20:28 – offered Himself as a ransom!  
· He then placed us in the position where He could protect us. 

· We are the apple of His eye (Read Psalm 17:8).  The apple of the eye is an expression describing the pupil.  
· How sensitive is your pupil?  
· Just ask someone to poke you in the eye.  
· How does it feel?  Not good!  
· God has put us in that very sensitive area of His own being...when someone attacks me they are poking their finger in God’s eye!  
· God now protects His own!  (see Job 1:10.)  
The hedge sometimes comes down for us
just like it came down in the case of Job.
What am I to do when the hedge comes down 

and the devil comes against me?

· Read I Peter 5:8-9.  The devil is mighty but our Shepherd is Almighty!  He is after Tom Swartzwelder!  
· Do I have any protection?  Yes!  
· 9a says, “resist steadfast in the faith.”  
· Another translation says, “Refuse to give in to him, by standing strong in your faith.”  Not in ourselves but in Him!  
· Our Shepherd is there to fight the devil for us!  That is what the Ephesian 6 armor is all about.  The Christian’s armor is totally consumed in being filled with the presence of Jesus so it is no longer I who am fight the devil but it is now Christ who lives in me who is fighting the devil.  
· David faced Goliath in the armor of Ephesians chapter 6 and God’s rod brought down mighty Goliath!  

Write: The rod was never used on the sheep but only on the enemy.  
2.  The second tool of the shepherd is the staff.  The staff was a walking stick with a hook on one end.  What was the purpose of the staff?  

· Let’s answer that question with a question.  Why do blind people use walking sticks?  It is because they can use the stick to make sure about their next step...is that step safe or is it higher/lower than where I presently am?  
· That works quite well for a shepherd in the dark or in the weeds.  
· So it helps him in determining direction.  
· What is the lesson for us?  Psalm 37:23 says, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.”  
· There are no accidents in the life of a Christian!  
· The staff was also used to bring back the wayward sheep.  
· What was on the end of the walking stick?  A hook.  

· What is a hook used for?  To hook something...secure something and draw it to you!  

· Why would a shepherd need a hook?  Bring back a sheep going astray.  

· Key: the shepherd does not abandon His wayward sheep but He seeks to restore the wayward sheep.  

· How does He use the staff on us?  Read Jeremiah 31:3.  “Drawn” is an appropriate word!   He doesn’t beat His wayward sheep but He draws them!   
· Has the Lord ever had to draw you back to Him?  If you are truly saved, then that answer is yes!    
Discussion:  So how do these 2 tools comfort me?  
Psalm 23
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Illustration:  Seven year old Ellen was punished one night by not being allowed to eat supper at the big table with the rest of the family.  She ate at a small table in the corner.  The rest of the family ignored her when they sat down to eat.  They prayed then started passing the food.  Then everyone stopped as seven year old Ellen began to pray her own prayer.  She prayed, “I thank you, Lord, for preparing a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.”  
I’d say that was a wise use of scripture, wouldn’t you?  

All of us have heard that scripture for many years but what exactly does it mean for the Lord to prepare a table in the presence of our enemies?  Let’s find out.


Read Psalm 23 in unison.

Let me give you some simple thoughts to write down that help explain this phrase to all of us.  

If I stand for Jesus I will have enemies.  Let me say it another way, If I stand for ANYTHING I will have enemies.  
· If you stand for:
· Protecting the environment you will have enemies.  

· Preserving the unborn you will have enemies.

· A balanced budget or deficit spending you will have enemies.  

· No women pastors and no women deacons you will have enemies.

· Marriage between a man and a woman – one of each – you will have enemies.

· Daylight savings time you will have enemies.

· No sex on television you will have enemies.

· All sex on television you will also have enemies.

· Why do I say all of that?  It is because if you stand for anything that means you are also standing against something that other people stand for...and that will create enemies.  
· The question must be asked, “Which enemies do I wish to choose because I definitely WILL have enemies...so which enemies do I wish to choose?”  
· Read Luke 6:26.  
· Discuss why a woe is pronounced upon that person.  
· Can any person really have everyone speak well of him?  No.  Nor should we try.  
· How then do I choose my enemies?  I choose my enemies by choosing the one path I believe in.  
· Psalm 23:4 identifies the path I need to choose.  “He leads me in the paths of righteousness (right living or Biblical living or Jesus style of living).”  
· What is the enemy of right living?  Read I John 5:19 (wickedness is the opposite of righteousness.  Righteousness is right living or living God’s way; wickedness is wrong living or living the world’s way or according to the world’s values).  

In so doing I know I am doing right...so I have now controlled what I can control (choosing the path and choosing my enemies).

The Lord is sufficient even for my enemies.  

· Who prepares the table?  Jehovah!  Remember: this entire Psalm discusses what the Shepherd does for the sheep; not what the sheep do for the Shepherd. 

· Who is seated at the table?  Us!

· Where are our enemies?  Hovering around the table...we are in their midst.  

· Picture the scene as us sitting there eating a big Thanksgiving dinner and cutthroat enemies are gathered around us with their swords drawn!  And here we are laughing and having a great meal!   

· Note: The Lord does not take away our enemies but He promises a blessing in their presence.  

· What kind of meal does the Lord prepare for us?  

· Assign the following verses to the people: Revelation 3:20, Revelation 19:8, Hebrews 4:12, Job 23:12, John 4:34, Colossians 4:6, Deuteronomy 8:3, Isaiah 7:15, Ezekiel 3:3, I Corinthians 3:2, Galatians 5:22-23.  

· Supper:

· We have a wonderful guest to eat with us.  Jesus said, “I will come in to him and will sup with him.”  

· Linen or proper clothing is available.  “The fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”  

· Our Lord has a cup provided.  “Our cup runs over.”  Ps 23:5.

· Need a knife?  Hebrews 4:12 – the word of God is sharper than a two-edged knife or sword.

· Food?  “I have treasured up the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.”  Job 23:12.

· Menu:

· Meat – “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me.”  John 4:34.

· Salt – “Let your speech be seasoned with salt.”  Colossians 4:6.

· Bread – “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”  Deut 8:3.

· Butter – “Butter and honey shall he eat.”  Isaiah 7:15.

· Honey – “And the roll was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.”  Ezekiel 3:3.  After eating the roll Ezekiel was able to preach with great power.  

· Milk – “I fed you with milk.”  I Cor 3:2.

· Fruit – “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, meekness, temperance.”  Gal 5:22.

The thief comes to steal and to kill and to take away our joy but Jesus comes to shepherd us and to give us joy in the presence of our enemies.

Someone says, “That sounds good but give us a real life example.”  
· Read John 13:1-2 (the enemies are at the door and who takes charge?  The Lord in His triumphant attitude!  

· Read 13:3 – He knows the future belongs to Him so He can prepare the table in the midst of HIS enemies.) 

· Read John 14:1-6.  These verses are spoken in the midst of His enemies.  Jesus then discusses hard things like 15:18, but note how He finishes the supper?  

· Read John 16:31-33.  “I have overcome the world.”  

Did Jesus overcome His enemies?  Yes.
Do you think Jesus can overcome your enemies?  Yes.

So spend time with Jesus and let Him fix your next supper!
Psalm 23

Lesson #14
Sing:  I’m pressing on the upward way, 

New heights I’m gaining every day, 

Still praying as I onward bound, 

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”

I want to live above the world, 

Tho’ Satan’s darts at me are hurled, 

For faith has caught the joyful sound, 

The song of saints on higher ground.

Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 

By faith on heaven’s tableland,

A higher plane than I have found, 

Lord, plant my feet...LORD, PLANT MY FEET on higher ground.

God has made it possible to live a higher life than I now live.  We call it the victorious Christian life of “Christ in me.”  It is as real as I am standing before you tonight.  Do I want that higher ground?  

This higher ground in one more part of Psalm 23.  Read Psalm 23:5.  “You anoint my head with oil.”  


Let’s answer several quick questions:

· Who is the “you”?  God...not a preacher.  

· Who is the “my’?  David or believers like you and me.  

· What has been done to me?  Anointed.  

· On what part of my body has it happened?  Head.  Control a man’s head and you control the man.  It is where he thinks, plans, dreams, loves, etc.  

· What was sprinkled on you?  Oil.  

· What does the oil represent?  The Holy Spirit!  
Illustration:  I was listening to an interview recently on National Public Radio with a pastor.  This pastor was being interviewed because he had ministered to poor people for three decades.  They asked him, “What is the difference between the poor people coming through your doors today versus those who came through your doors in the past?”  He answered, “The people today feel they have no hope.  In the years past they always expected things to change.  But today they have no hope at all.”  

Would you believe me if I said that this anointing in Psalm 23 is associated with our hope?  

Read Colossians 1:27.  One of the Bible descriptions of Jesus Christ is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  What is the key to having the hope of glory?  It is having Christ in you.  
· Let’s do some thinking.  How many of you have attended a christening?  (Let someone explain that a child is sprinkled with water or oil.)  
· Question:  How do you spell Christening?  C-H-R-I-S-T...in other words, the child has been christed.  
· What does the word “Christ” mean?  Anointing.  A christening is an anointing; an anointing is a christing or a christening.  
· Let’s read about a symbolic anointing of Jesus at the beginning of His ministry.

1. Read Matthew 3:16.  Of course, Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit from day 1 but this passage gives a visual anointing that the people can witness.  

2. In this passage the anointer is God the Father and the instrument for the anointing is the Holy Spirit.

3. Jesus was christened with the Holy Spirit.  

· Let’s read about the anointing of King David at the beginning of His kingly ministry.


4. Read I Samuel 16:13.  This passage links the anointing of oil with the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

5. While Samuel anointed with oil, God anointed with the Holy Spirit.

6. David refers to that spiritual anointing in Psalm 23 when he writes, “God anoints my head with oil.”  

7. The oil symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

· How does this anointing affect me?  

· Provides a higher power for higher living.  Galatians 2:20 – Christ (the anointed One) lives in me.  This verses does not use the title of Jesus or Lord but Christ because it emphasizes a heavenly anointing. 
· Do you experience His higher power in your daily living or do you live totally by your own earthly power?  
· Illustration:  A child visited her Puritan grandparents.  Sunday came.  They attended church then went home.  The child wanted to play but the grandparents were stern...grouchy...never smiled at all.  Said Sunday was to be used for the Lord only and no playing was allowed.  Finally she got their permission to take a walk.  She walked past the barn and saw the old mule with its long ears and big frown.  She asked, “Mule, have you got religion, too?”  
· Do mule Christians bring glory to God?  No.  
· The anointing ought to put a smile on your face because greater is he that is in you than He that is in the world.
· The anointing also provides a capable teacher.  Read I John 2:27.  

· The best teacher you will ever experience is the Holy Spirit (the one who has anointed you for learning about God).

· Illustration #1: I was an interim pastor in a church with a doctrinal problem.  One member believed Jesus was a created being and that all of us would someday be gods just like Jesus.  I was in my study at home praying about that day’s service when God suddenly taught me about that situation.  He directed my attention to a specific book in my library (Martin’s Kingdom of the Cults) and a specific section that helped address that man’s problem (Armstrongism).  I had to deal with that situation later that day and God taught me about the situation before I drowned in it!

· Illustration #2: I came home from work totally stressed out and tried to prepare for this lesson.  I said, “Lord, I have no idea where to begin.”  Suddenly God gave me bang-bang-bang all three points for next week’s lesson regarding “my cup runs over.”  It was an outline I have never seen before!  Indeed, we will actually fill a cup to overflowing and let God teach us lessons from a cup.  
· It is important that we develop a close relationship with the Holy Spirit...a teachable relationship so He can teach us the Bible as well as specific lessons in life.  

· The anointing also prepares us for ministry.  Read Luke 4:19.  
· We cannot minister effectively in our own strength.  Why not?

· Psalm 62:11 says, God has spoken once,
Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God.
· The old-timers used to pray for the preacher, “Lord, anoint him from on high.”  What were they saying?  He can’t do it on his own...it takes God in the preacher to get it done!  
· Don’t ever say, 
· “I can’t do anything for God,” because God will always answer, “I have anointed you so you can do something for God.”
· “I can’t be anything for God,” because God will always answer, “I have anointed you so you can be something for God.”
· You have been anointed by God!  That means you can now sing, 
Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 

By faith on heaven’s tableland,

A higher plane than I have found, 

Lord, plant my feet...LORD, PLANT MY FEET on higher ground.

Psalm 23

Lesson #15

Illustration:  Have someone stand.  Give that person a clear, empty glass.  Instruct the person to hold the glass until you take it away from them.  Then slowly fill the glass.  Keep filling the glass until it overflows quite a bit.  (The audience will laugh and unwind from a hard day at work.)  Question:  what did we just learn?  Let’s find out.  
Read Psalm 23.  Key phrase in vs 5, “you anoint my head with oil and my cup runs over.”  

How many of you remember a radio announcer for the Cincinnati Reds by the name of Joe Nuxhull?  Joe was the youngest pitcher in baseball history.  He pitched in his first major league baseball game at the age of 15 years and 360 days.  Joe eventually became one of the Reds’ radio announcers.  
One thing I will always remember about Joe is how he finished every radio broadcast.  He would say, “This is the old lefthander rounding third and heading for home.”

Well, we’ve now reached the point in Psalm 23 where we are rounding third and heading for home where we shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

We aren’t all the way home yet...but we’re getting close and the blessings continue to pile up the closer we get to home.

Verse 5 finishes with this great expression, “my cup runs over.”  Isn’t this a beautiful expression?  Someone compiled a list of how this is translated in the different world languages.  Let me share that list with you!  

1. The Broad Scotch version says, “My cup is teemin’ fu.’”

2. The Chinese version says, “My happiness cup fills to overflowing.”

3. The Indian version says, “My cup He fills till it runs over.”

4. The Zulu version says, “My drinking cup bubbles over.”

5. The Tibetan Bible says, “Thou dost fill my cup to running over.”

6. The German Bible says, “Thou pourest out fullness to me.”

7. The French version says, “My cup runs over.  Yes, happen what may, happiness and grace will accompany me.”  (That version includes part of vs 6.)  

Such a simple expression...my cup runs over and if you drink coffee then that means your saucer gets in on the act, too.  

So what does this expression mean?  We acted it out a moment ago.  What can we learn from an overflowing cup?

1. A cup is for receiving, not giving or producing.  Someone taught me years ago that I can never ever outgive God.  Therefore, give everything you have to God because He will always give you back more than you give Him.

· Illustration:  Some of us, though, try to go to heaven the cheapest way possible.  The great English preacher Charles Spurgeon once spoke to a group of wealth citizens about taking care of the poor of London.  He then passed around his hat in order to receive a collection for the poor.  Not one dime was put in the hat.  Some in the crowd wondered what Spurgeon would do next.  That great preacher simply bowed his head in prayer and said, “I thank you, Lord, that at least these old skinflints have given back my hat!”
· Guess what?  Psalm 23 is for even the skinflints.  

· How do I know I can never outgive God?  Simple answer: Look at Psalm 23 and tell me the top three things I am giving back to God in Psalm 23.  
· In vs 1 – well, I don’t give anything back to God in vs 1.  
· In vs 2 – well, I don’t give anything back to God in vs 2 either.

· In vs 3 – well, that verse isn’t about me giving anything back to God.  It’s just about what God is giving to me.

· In vs 4 – let me skip down to vs 5 – looks like I need to skip down to vs 6 – looks like I have just wasted my time.  

· What are the top three things I am giving back to God in Psalm 23?  The answer isn’t 3, 2, or even 1 – it’s what? Zero.  

· Psalm 23 is not about me outgiving God...it’s not even about me giving to God – it’s all about God giving to me.

· Verse 1 is all about God pouring blessings into my cup...blessings like I shall not lack.  Verse 2 is all about God pouring blessings into my cup (blessings like rest for my soul).  Verse 3 is all about God pouring blessings into my cup...He leads me in the path of right living.  Verse 4 is all about God pouring blessings into my cup...For you are with me.  Verse 5 is all about God pouring blessings into my cup.  He prepares a table for me in the presence of my enemies and He anoints my head with the oil of the Holy Spirit...of His presence.  
· So how does David summarize all of these blessings?  He summarizes all of them by saying, “God has filled my cup to overflowing.”  

· Notice that this phrase does not appear in vs 1 or verse 2 but it appears as we are rounding third and heading for home.  

· This phrase is David’s way of saying, “God is so good to me.”  

We used to sing, 

1. “God is so good.  God is so good.  God is so good...He’s so good to me.  

2. “He saved my soul...He’s so good to me.

3. “He cares for me...He’s so good to me.”  

4. “He’s coming soon...He’s so good to me.”  

2. God can give me more than I can hold.  
· When I poured the water into the cup, I proved I can put more in the cup than the cup can hold.

· What does this mean spiritually?  

· There are two words in the English language that describe the difference between God and me.  

· Word #1 is the word finite.  I didn’t say dynamite but finite.  

· Participation.  Does anyone know what finite means? 

· It means limited or fixed.  In other words, it has certain limitations to how far it can go.

· Clint Eastwood told Hal Holbrook in one of the Dirty Harry movies, “A man has to know his limitations.”  

· Guess what?  I have limitations.  My boss came to me the other day and said, “I need you to get this done immediately.”  I said, “Wait a minute.  You told me to do something else a while ago.  I can’t do both at the same time.”  Why not?  I am limited.

· Would we, though, use the word finite to describe God?

· No.

· What word would we use to describe God?  Infinite.  

· Infinite means without limit.  

· God is so big He never runs out of blessings for little ol’ me.  

· Read John 1:16.  

· We have received His fullness.  His fullness is bigger than our emptiness.  

· The second idea is grace on top of grace.  Like the waves of the ocean keep coming, so God’s blessings keep coming.  

· Do you know the cure for discouragement?  It is counting your blessings, naming them one by one and you will then be surprised at what the Lord has done and is still doing.  

· Billy Sunday:  “The Lord never does things by halves.  He always ‘slops over’ – full measure.”  

· A little girl said, “Lord, fill my cup.  I can’t hold much but I can run over a whole lot.”  

· Psalm 23 says, “There will never come a time in your life when God runs out of blessings for you.  So keep looking up because your redemption – your rescue from this world of sin and woe – is right on schedule.”  

3. We get to choose what to put in our cup.  
· There is a variableness to how much I have in my cup.  The glass is currently three quarters full.  
· But there was a time when it was 0% full or totally empty.  
· The unsaved man is like that.  He rebels against Jesus saying, “Take up cross and deny yourself.”

· How much of self is in your cup tonight?  Humanity is selfish; Christianity is selfless.  
· What can God give to a cup like me?  

· Vs 5a – “oil” represents the anointing/fullness of the Holy Spirit.  Read Ephesians 5:16.  How do you explain that fullness?  

· Jesus said in John 10:10, “I have come that they might have life and life more abundantly.”  J. B. Philips translates this verse, “I came to bring them life, and far more life than before.” 
· One preacher said, “Christians live such subnormal lives that if they ever lived the normal Christian life the world would think they were abnormal.”  Why?  Because the fullness of the Holy Spirit produces a total change in the way we are living.  

· Study the surrounding context of Ephesians 5 and the characteristics of the Spirit-filled Christian life.  
· Have you ever met a grumbling Christian?  Do the two words “grumbling” and “Christian” belong in the same sentence?  No.  Can one be Christlike and a grumbler at the same time?  No.  Because to be Christlike is to be filled with the Holy Spirit and when I am filled with the Holy Spirit I am filled with these ingredients in chapter 5.  
If I think about this passage prophetically, my mind goes to a future time when I shall celebrate the Lord’s Supper with Jesus.  Do you remember what Jesus said when He gave the cup to the disciples?  He said, “I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.”  Guess what?  I think my cup will overflow when I someday sit at the Lord’s table with Jesus!  

Poem:  

I’ve never made a fortune And it’s probably too late now,

But I don’t worry much about that...I’m happy anyhow.

And as I go along life’s way,  I’m reaping better than I sowed,

I’m drinking from my saucer, ‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

I haven’t got a lot of riches And sometimes the going’s tough,

But I’ve got loving folks around me, And that makes me rich enough.

I thank God for His blessings And the mercies He’s bestowed,

I’m drinking from my saucer, ‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

I remember times when things went wrong, My faith wore somewhat thin,

But all at once the dark clouds broke, And the sun peeped through again.

So, Lord, help me not to gripe About the tough rows that I’ve hoed,

I’m drinking from my saucer, ‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

If God gives me strength and courage When the way grows steep and rough,

I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough.

And may I never be too busy, To help others bear their loads,

I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, ‘Cause my cup has overflowed.
Psalm 23

Lesson #16

Everyone needs friends.  Some of us have many friends.  Some of us have just one or two friends.  

Winnie the Pooh: “If you live to be a hundred, I want to live to be a hundred minus one day, so I never have to live without you.”  

“If all my friends were to jump off a bridge, I wouldn’t jump with them.  I’d be at the bottom to catch them!”

Lee Iacocca: “My father used to say that when you die, if you’ve got five real friends then you’ve had a great life.”  

Two of the greatest friends I have ever known have two of the strangest names I have ever known.  The first friend is known by the name of “Surely Goodness” and the second friend is known by the name of “Mercy”; they have been with me ever since January 14, 1965 when I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior.  The best part is they have promised to be with me for the rest of my life, too....and if every other friend forsakes me, they have promised to still be with me.  
Let me share my two friends with you.  Read Psalm 23.

Psalm 23 is the greatest chapter in the Bible and one more remarkable thing about this Psalm is that it ends in the greatest way I can imagine.  Have you ever read a book or watched a movie that was so exciting but then had a lousy ending?  That doesn’t happen in Psalm 23.  It finishes with one of the most unusual phrases imaginable – it is one of those phrases that we might call unfathomable – because it is easier to experience it than to explain it...why?  Because it is bigger than you can describe.  

Let me share with you how some other translations handle this phrase:

· Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life (NLT)

· Surely your goodness and love will be with me all my life (NCV)
· Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life (NIV) 
· Surely goodness and loving kindness will follow me all the days of my life (NASV), 
· Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life, (HCSB)

· I like the idea that they will pursue me...like in the sense of running me down.  The Old Testament scholar, Merrill Unger translates it “pursue me vigorously.”  In other words, they aren’t lazy, but they are giving it their all...their very best effort to stick with me no matter where I go and no matter what I do.    
So what does this mean in my own life?  4 meanings:

Meaning #1 - Surely goodness and mercy guarantee that my heartaches have meaning.    

· There are many heartaches in my life that I cannot understand.  Those heartaches include finances, health, friends, church people, jobs, bosses, family, and on and on the list goes.  
· I am in the process of reevaluating my life verse.  
· For years my life verse has been Hebrews 12:2.  “Looking unto Jesus, the author and the finisher of my faith.”
· But there is another verse now that I cling to...a verse that speaks volumes to me about those issues I face on a regular basis.    

· Read Luke 10:21.  Key:  “For so it seemed good in Thy sight.”  Jesus says, “Why did these things happen?”  One reason only: “For so it seemed good in God’s sight.”   
· Do you understand everything God allows to happen in your life?  Of course not.    

· What is God’s response to our confusion and lack of knowledge?  

· God’s response: “For so it seemed good in God’s sight.”  
· Whatever happened and it may have been a new job or no job...happened in my life because God says it is good for it to happen.  
· One of my pastor friends was recently fired from his church.  This man can out-preach me!  He had been at the church for only 18 months when the problems arose and he was fired.  He has always had good ministries, but his previous ministry had ended with him getting run off.  So he went from one heartache experience to another heartache experience.  I ran into him at OfficeMax two weeks after he was fired.  He said, “I hear such-and-such church is looking for a pastor.  Would you recommend it?”  I said, “I would not recommend that church to my worse enemy.”  He clouded up and began to cry and said, “I can’t handle another one like the last two.”  I can envision him crying out to God and saying, “God, why?”  Luke 10:21 is his answer.  

· Luke 10:21 is also your own answer as to why things happen to you.    

· God doesn’t share His reasoning with me as to why heartaches happen.       

· Question:  Should I therefore trust God or be afraid to trust God?  

· READ:  The reason I can trust God is because Surely Goodness and Mercy guarantee my problems have meaning - that all things work together for good for those who belong to Jesus...and all things include even the heartaches of life.  

· When I was a little boy I would occasionally get hurt...skin my knee.  I would go crying to my momma; she would put medicine on my knee then she would put a bandaid on my knee then she would kiss the booboo until the pain went away.  I am now much older and I still get booboo’s.  Today’s booboo’s go much deeper, though.  I can’t go running to momma anymore, but I can go running instead to my two friends Surely Goodness and Mercy.  They rub the oil of God’s grace into the wound and they doctor me until the pain goes away.  

· Let me tell you something important:  you’ve never been blessed until Surely Goodness and Mercy have kissed your booboo’s.  

· The Bible says, “My God is the God of all comfort.  One of the Holy Spirit’s names is the Comforter.  Surely Goodness and Mercy really know how to comfort.  They do such a good job that the Psalmist said, ‘they give songs in the middle of the night.’
· “Living below in this old sinful world, hardly a comfort can afford, but when my soul needs manna from above, where could I go but to the Lord?”  Do you know why you can sing that?  It is because Surely Goodness and Mercy are pursing me all the days of my life!     

· Isaiah 53 predicts the crucifixion of Jesus and it says, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him” and since “the servant is not greater than his lord, I can also expect the Lord to bruise me... not because He enjoys beating me but because He uses the bruising and the suffering to somehow make me more like Jesus and to further His kingdom.  

· “Blessed is the man who is not offended by the way God does His business.”  Vance Havner

So has God thrown a monkey wrench into your plans?  Remember this:  
Surely goodness and mercy guarantee that my heartaches have meaning.
Meaning #2 - Surely goodness and mercy guarantee God will never give up on me.  

· Teachers sometimes give up on their students...he’ll never make it so the student flunks. 

· Landlords sometimes give up on their tenants – he’ll never pay his bill so the tenant is evicted.  

· Bosses sometimes give up on their employees – he’ll never do the job right so the employee is let go.  

But Surely goodness and mercy guarantee 

God will never give up on me.

· Philippians 1:6 says, “He who has begun a good work in you will continue to perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”    
· I Thes 5:24 says, “Faithful is He who calls you who also will do it.”  

· That’s why I can sing, “Oh love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee.”  
· Song: “He’s still working on me to make me what I ought to be.  It took Him just a week to make the moon and the stars, the sun and the earth and Jupiter and Mars.  How loving and patient He must be, He’s still working on me!”
· Lee Roberson testified on the video of how he finished preaching one night in a distant town, was so restless that he decided to walk through the town.  As he walked he became so discouraged, so disillusioned.  He said, “I believe my life has been a failure.”  At the time he was pastoring the second largest Sunday School in the United States.  God spoke to him and said, “Haven’t I saved you?  Yes.  Haven’t I called you to serve Me?  Yes.  Haven’t I answered your prayers?  Yes.  Haven’t I blessed your church?  Yes.  Then why are you doubting?”  

· Do you ever get disgusted with yourself?  Yes!  
· Do you think God ever gets disgusted with you?  Yes!  
· But Surely goodness and mercy guarantee God will never give up on me.
· I do not know about you but as for me Surely Goodness and Mercy will keep working on me until I dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
Meaning #3 - Surely goodness and mercy guarantee God will restore me when i go astray.  
· There are times in every Christian’s life when our heart grows cold and we wander away from God.  We don’t pray like we should, read the Bible like we should, go to church like we should, witness like we should.  

· What does God do when those times come?  Does He abandon us?  No.  

· Psalm 27:10 says, “When my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will be there to lift me up.”  

Illustration:  A mother and her worthless son stood before a judge.  The judge had tried many times in the past to help this son but this son was absolutely worthless.  The time for sentencing came.  The judge said, “I can do nothing more for this boy; I’ve done everything I can do.  I give up.  I advise you, mother, to do the same.”  
The mother said, “Judge, I don’t blame you.  You have gone out of your way to help us.  But I cannot give up on this boy.  I gave him life.  I took care of him.  I cannot go back on him.  He is mine no matter what he does!”  
· Question:  Have you ever grown cold in your Christian life?  Stopped following the Lord?  Guess what?  Surely goodness and mercy kept following you – pursuing you - even when you stopped following the Lord!
· The reason you came back to God...the reason you are here today is because Surely Goodness and Mercy kept pursuing you!  
· Aren’t you glad God never gives up on His own?  
Meaning #4 - Surely goodness and mercy guarantee I am always surrounded by God.  

· Listen closely to the words of J. Allen Blair.  “The Lord knows all about loneliness.  He went to Gethsemane alone.  He went to the cross alone.  He truly knows what it is to be completely forsaken.  But if you love Him, you are not alone.  He is there.  His goodness and mercy are there all the days of your life.”  
· Where exactly are these two friends named Surely Goodness and Mercy?  They are everywhere I need them to be!  
· First, they are following me.  So if I look behind me I will see them pursuing me!  
· Second, they are in front of me.  John 10:4 says, “When He puts forth His own sheep, He goes in front of them.”  
· I never go anywhere in the will of God but what Surely Goodness and Mercy have already beaten me to that place.  
· That’s how they know where the still waters are...where the paths of righteousness are.
· Surely Goodness and Mercy love me so much they even go in front of me!  
· Third, they are also around me.  Psalm 34:7 says, “The angel of the Lord surrounds those that fear Him.”  Verse 4 in Psalm 23 says, “I do not need to fear the evil one because the Shepherd is with me.”  
· Fourth, they are even beneath me.  Deuteronomy 33:27 says, “The eternal God is your refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  When I am crushed and ready to collapse, Surely Goodness and Mercy hold me up.  It is because of God’s goodness and mercy that we are not cast down!  
· Fifth, they are even in my heart.  Jesus promised in John 14:17, “He speaking of the Holy Spirit of goodness and mercy right now dwells with you and shall be in you.”  
That leads me to say, “Why should I fear when I have surely goodness and mercy to protect me and to bless me?”
I preached this morning to you.  I already knew I would preach tonight on this part of Psalm 23.  While preaching this morning I noticed an envelope on the floor behind me.  I thought that perhaps Brother Dave had dropped the envelope by mistake.  I made sure I did not step on it and ruin it. Sometime later in the sermon I noticed the envelope again.  I noticed that someone had written “Brother Tom” on the front.  That really confused me.  

I finished preaching the sermon then picked up the envelope.  The envelope contained a Christmas card from the tenants at our low-income housing project thanking me for preaching to them.  

That card had somehow fallen out of my Bible when I was preaching.  It had been in my preaching Bible for two months without me noticing.  (I use this big-print Bible solely for preaching – never for study.)  But today just before I preached on Surely Goodness and Mercy this card fell out of my Bible.  
Someone read the card with me and said, “God knew you needed a special blessing today.”  

Do you know what had happened?  Surely Goodness and Mercy had shown up!
Key:  I then looked up to heaven and said, “For so it seems good in Your sight.  Thank you, Father.  Thank you, Jesus.  Thank you, Holy Spirit.  Thank you, Surely Goodness and Mercy.”  
Psalm 23

Lesson #17


A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize Psalm 23.   She gave the youngsters a month to learn the psalm.   Little Rick was excited
about the assignment but, he just couldn't remember the Psalm.   After much
practice, he could barely get past the first line. 

The day came that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation.  Ricky was so nervous.   When it was his turn, he stepped up
to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's
all I need to know."  

We are now in our 17th and final week of studying Psalm 23.  I want you to understand two things:

1. If the Lord is your Shepherd then that is indeed all you NEED to know.  

2. But if you wish to know more then God will let you know more.  

This final lesson lets you know what you will be doing 100 years from now...1,000 years from now...one million years from now...one billion years from now when the sun will no longer shine and the stars will no longer twinkle.  

As I get older I find myself more and more like the old saint who walked out of his house, looked at the trees and the hills and said, “Trees I shall still be alive when you are gone and hills I shall still be alive when you are gone for after you are gone I shall still be dwelling in the house of the Lord forever.”  

Question:  What will I be doing 1 million years from now?  Let’s read about it.

Read Psalm 23.  

Where exactly have we been so far in our journey?  We have been in green pastures in vs 2, we have walked beside still waters in vs 2, we have traveled the paths of righteousness in vs 3, we have triumphed in the valley of the shadow of death in vs 4, we have feasted at God’s table in vs 5, and now we can testify that our Savior has brought us all the way from the green pastures and the still waters to the Father’s house in vs 6.  
Let me share two other renderings with you and you may see something you have not seen before.  

· Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord as long as I live. Psalms 23:6 (HCSB)  Just curious...how long are you going to live?  As long as eternity last.  
· Surely your goodness and love will be with me all my life, and I will live in the house of the LORD forever. (NCV)  I like that word live...it means I have moved in with the idea that I have moved in to stay.  I don’t live at my place of work even though I spend eight hours a day at work.  So this verse is talking about a permanent home.  Isn’t that good?  
· Unger: dwell in the house of the Lord literally “for length of days”.  In other words, unending days or days without end.  Doing the same thing day after day without having to change my routine.      

So here is what we need to remember from this closing promise in Psalm 23.  

1.  I have a certain destiny.  
· People ask, “What happens after this life?  Can anyone be certain?”  I want you to know that vs 6 allows me to be certain.  
· There is a great quartet song that says, “Just wait till you see me in my new home.”  
· That song is sung with certainty.  So is the song, 
· “When we all get to heaven.”  We don’t sing, “If there really is a heaven.”  
· “What a day that will be when my Jesus I shall see.” We don’t sing, “What a day I hope it will be if my Jesus I shall see.”  
· “I am bound for the promised land.”  We don’t sing, “I am bound for somewhere but don’t know where.”  No, I have a certain destiny that allows me to then sing, “O who will come and go with me, I am bound for the promised land.”  
· Notice there are no if’s in this verse.  
· "The only unchangeable certainty is that nothing is certain or unchangeable." - John F. Kennedy.  Evidently JFK never met our God!  
· That’s why we can go to the cemetery with such hope.

· Read John 14:1-3.  The key phrase in vs 2 is “I go to prepare a place for you!”  What kind of place?  It is the Father’s house.  Some, unfortunately have their hopes rooted in a mansion because of the poor translation.  “Mansion” comes to us from the Latin Vulgate (Catholic Bible) and the Latin word mansio.  The actual word is a derivative of meno which means dwelling and abiding place.  See vs 23 where the same word is translated abode.  (Vine: “There is nothing in the world to suggest separate compartments in heaven.”  That makes sense because why would we need an apartment?  We’re going to be in church for all eternity praising the Lord.)    

· “I go to prepare a place” and that place is a reality for me!  

· I recall my mother-in-law’s funeral.  The final viewing was taking place.  I recall my father-in-law shaking my hand and saying with tears running down his face, “There will be a better day than this.”  Yes, there will!  “For God shall someday wipe away all tears from their eyes...and where will that happen?  In the house of the Lord!”  

· A pastor in Massachusetts said his mother began every day by reciting Psalm 23 and vs 1: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  She did this every day of her life until she reached the golden age of eighty.  She then changed her verse to “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
· Why could she do that?

· She was certain.  How certain are you?   

2.  I am getting what my heart desires.  
· Does the Psalmist sound reluctant about his future?  No.  He sounds joyful about his future.  KEY:  His nature desires this.  
· What does your own nature desire?  
· David said, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go up to the house of the Lord.”  

· Notice David does not say, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and THEN I shall dwell in the house of the lord forever.”  The reality is he is already dwelling in the house of the Lord.  
· Read Psalm 27:4.  
· Another translation says, “gazing on the beauty of the Lord and seeking Him in His temple.” (HCSB)
· The Psalmist did not go to the house of the Lord to gaze on the stained glass windows or what others were wearing but he went with a focus on the Lord.  
· Do you know what we will focus on in heaven?  Jesus!  
· J. Allen Blair says, “In this verse David states the paramount desire of his heart.  This was not merely a prospect for the future, but a possession for the present.”  i.e. his purpose in heaven is the same as his purpose on earth...gazing upon Jesus!  
· I enjoy church but I wear out in church.  There comes a time when I am ready to go home.  

· In heaven I will never wear out in church.  

There is a difference between the attitude of an unsaved man toward God’s house and the attitude of a saved man toward God’s house.

· Spurgeon said, “A wicked man will turn into God’s house, and say a prayer but the prophet would dwell there forever.”  

Illustration:  Dr. A. C. Dixon told about two steam boats that were tied alongside one another on a lake.  One of those boats was rented by a Christian organization.  The other boat was rented by some rough men - men who intended to take the boat to a place of heavy drinking and loose women and much gambling!

By coincidence the two boats were both scheduled to leave the dock at the same time.  As the boats started to leave a man came running down the dock.  This man jumped on board the Christian boat and he thanked his lucky stars that he made it.

When the boat reached the halfway point on the lake the people began to sing, “Rock of ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.”  This man’s face turned white as if he had just seen a ghost and in reality he had - the Holy Ghost! 

When the song was finished someone said, “Let’s now have a word of prayer,” and someone then led everyone in a rather lengthy public prayer.

Then a young man stood up and said, “Let me tell you about a great experience I had last week and how that God proved to me that He is alive and that He listens to the cry of His people and that He really does answer prayer.”

When he said that the latecomer shouted, “Let me off this boat!  This isn’t what I signed up for!  I must have gotten on the wrong boat!”

Now listen:  that is exactly what heaven would be like for the unsaved person.  That is why only the pure in heart will ever be allowed to enter that city because only they can really appreciate the joys of heaven!

You and I can search the scriptures from now until the Lord comes but even then we will get only a glimpse of what heaven must be!

One night a little boy was walking with his grandfather through the woods.  It was a beautiful night.  The sky was deep blue and it seemed as if God had put all of the stars on parade.  

As they marveled at it, the little boy tugged on his grandfather’s coattail and he said, “Grandpa, if heaven is so beautiful on the outside, think of what it must be like on the inside.”
The Bible reminds us that, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for them that love Him or desire Him!” But someday we shall see and someday we shall see all that God has prepared for those who love Him!
3.  I shall engage in perfect worship.  
· When I was a boy I heard people talk about heaven like this.  
· “I am going to take my fishing pole down to the river of life and catch the biggest fish you have ever seen.”  
· “I am going to take my hunting dogs and go hunting.”  
· “I’m going to sit down with the family and have a big family reunion.”  

· All of those items sound nice but the truth is we will not have time in heaven to do any of those things.  

· Read Rev. 7:15-17 - the greatest wonder to me is that God will dwell with us.  How many of us are Americans?  All of us.  That means we own the White House.  How many of you have been invited to the White House to live with the President?  None.  Why not?  He doesn’t want you there.  But God wants you with Him in heaven.  
· Read Rev. 14:3.  Singing is an expression of the soul...a way to reveal how you feel in your soul.  Some folks sing well, others never sing because they are uncomfortable with their singing voice.  But notice everyone sings in heaven.  

Illustration:  In the middle of the soloist's number at church, the grandson tugged on grandma’s sleeve and whispered, "She can't sing very well, can she?"

Knowing the woman had a deep love for the Lord, grandma said, "She sings from her heart. That's what makes it good." 

Several days later grandma and grandson were in the car, singing along with the car radio.  Suddenly the grandson stopped and said, "Nana, you sing from your heart, don't you?"   Some of us know we don’t sing very well but we like to sing to Jesus because we sing from the heart; someday you’ll sing better than the best singer this world has ever seen!  

The fact is none of us sing very well 
compared with how well we will sing in heaven!
· Read Rev. 21:3-4, 22:3-5, 14, 20-21.  I can picture John writing the last words of our Lord then asking, “God, I’ve written everything you want me to write.  Now may I write my own words?  God says, “Yes.  Go ahead.”  John then writes, “Even so, come Lord Jesus.  But until that day, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”  
Illustration:  A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of art. 
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son 
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in his hands. 
He said, "Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art." The young man held out this package. "I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this." 
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. "Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift." 

The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. 
The father died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. "We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?" 
There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, "We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one." 
But the auctioneer persisted. "Will somebody bid for this painting. Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?" 
Another voice angrily said, "We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Goghs, the Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!" 
But still the auctioneer continued,

"The son! The son! Who'll take the son?"
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the father and the son. "I'll give $10 for the painting." Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. 
"We have $10, who will bid $20?"
"Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters."
"$10 is the bid, won't someone bid $20?" 
The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. 
The auctioneer pounded the gavel. "Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!" 
A man sitting on the second row shouted, "Now let's get on with the collection!" 
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. "I'm sorry, the auction is over." 
"What about the paintings?"
"I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. 
“The man who took the son gets everything!"
God gave His son 2,000 years ago to die on the cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: "The son, the son, who'll take the son?" 
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything.  
Have you taken the Son?  

Then you get everything and you shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
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