PRAY FOR AMERICA SERVICE

October 17, 2000 Script

Items to do:  

· schedule offering - done.  

· Secretary needs to do the prayer request for America and insert it in the bulletin several weeks in advance.  

· Prop: footstool for people to kneel with a microphone.

· Have all the prayer folks seated near the front of the church.  They can return to their usual seats after their prayer.

· Possible prayer people:  

Announcements:

1. Bulletin enclosure:  “My prayer for America is:” (place these in the offering plate.  Ushers will collect these and bring them to me at the close of the service.)

2. Veterans meet at this time in the foyer with the flag.

Musicians play "America the Beautiful" pg. 438 - Veterans bring the flag to the front of the church, stand at attention, and wait for the choir to enter.

Choir enters from the rear of the auditorium singing vs 1 only of pg. 438 - choir entering on the piano side stands next to the piano facing the flag; choir entering on the organ side stands next to the organ facing the flag.  (The music needs to be photocopied so the choir can carry this song with their special music.)

Veterans lead the congregation in the Pledge of Allegiance.  (The commander is _________________.)

Pastor has the congregation to stand and sing the remaining verses of pg. 438.  (As the congregation sings the veterans return to their normal seats.  One veteran remains at the front to have the offertory prayer.  The commander will select this person.  The choir moves into the choir loft at this time. Ushers come forward on the last verse.)
Prayer Requests and Offertory Prayer by a veteran.
Pastoral Greeting: "The Bible says in the book of I Timothy chapter 2:                 ‘I exhort, therefore, that first of all supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God, our Savior, who will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

The Bible says, "Let prayers be made for all men, even for kings and 

for all that are in authority.  This is what the Bible says to do and this is exactly 

what we intend to do in this service.

Would you agree with me that our country needs prayer?  You and I both know the condition of our country - the immorality - the drugs - the pleasure-seekers, our old-fashioned values under attack - the homosexual movement – abortion,  television and pornography, profanity, on and on the list goes -

Much will be determined on this coming Tuesday.  So today we come to pray for the next President whoever it may be - we come to pray for the next Congress - we come to pray for the next Supreme Court - we come to pray and ask God to send a revival regardless of who wins - to send a revival which will once again make this country what it needs to be.

Song:  

Choir:


1. Choir quotes in unison II Chronicles 7:14.  (Have a copy for them to read.) 

2. Choir sings, "Back to Bethel.” 

3. Dismiss the choir after completing the song.

The Prayer of _____________ ("In God We Trust") kneeling at the footstool.

IN GOD WE TRUST - A RUSTIC PHRASE

WAS COINED IN OUR COLONIAL DAYS.

BUT NOW IT HAS BECOME PASSE;

JUST EMPTY WORDS TO NOBLY SAY.

THE FOUNDING FATHERS HAD A PLAN;

FREEDOM, RESPECT FOR EVERY MAN;

AND UNDER GOD, A RIGHT TO STAND

AS BUILDERS OF A GROWING LAND.

TOO SOON WE GREW TO BE TOO GREAT.

OUR TRUST IN GOD DID SOON ABATE.

TOO QUICK TO GREED, TO LUST AND HATE;

TOO SLOW TO LOVE, APPRECIATE.

BABYLON MADE THE SAME MISTAKE,

SHE CHOSE THE ROAD OF SIN TO TAKE.

AND IF THE SAME MISTAKE WE MAKE,

WE, TOO, WILL ULTIMATELY BREAK.

THE ROMANS AND EGYPTIANS, TOO,

DID LUST AND GREED AND WAR PURSUE.

THEIR EPITAPHS ARE NOTHING NEW;

AN OBJECT LESSON WE MIGHT VIEW.

OUR GOD IS GREAT AND GOOD AND JUST.

‘TWAS HE WHO RAISED US FROM THE DUST.

RETURN TO HIM!  RETURN YOU MUST!

AND REALLY SAY,  ‘IN GOD WE TRUST.'

James E. Donelson

YES, RETURN TO HIM!  RETURN YOU MUST!  AND REALLY SAY,  “IN GOD WE TRUST."  FOR TRULY, LORD, BLESSED IS THAT NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD.  IN JESUS' NAME.  AMEN.  (return to seat)
The Prayer of ___________ ("Lord, Teach America to Pray") kneeling at the footstool.

AND AS HER FLAG UNFURLS ON HIGH,

ITS STARRY SPLENDOR TO THE SKY,

MAY WE, IN GRATEFUL THANKS TO THEE

WHO GAVE TO US THIS LAND SO FREE,

PRESERVE HER FREEDOM IN THY WAY,

LORD, TEACH AMERICA TO PRAY!

MAY OUR GOOD LAND BE TRUE AND JUST,

HER MOTTO E’ER 'IN GOD WE TRUST.'

MAY SHE BE GUIDED BY THY WORD,

THY WISDOM IN HER HALLS BE HEARD.

MAY ALL WHO LOVE HER PLEAD TODAY,

LORD, TEACH AMERICA TO PRAY!

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME,  THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.  AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.  AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY,  FOREVER.  AMEN.

(return to seat)

The Prayer of ___________ (Romans 13:1-7) kneeling at the footstool.

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power but of God.  The powers that be are ordained of God. 

he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.  For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.

He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.

This is, also, why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.  

Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.
GOD, HELP US TO BE OBEDIENT UNTO YOU.

IN JESUS' NAME.  AMEN.
(______ returns to his seat)

The Prayer of __________ ("God, Give us Men") as kneels at footstool.

Oh, God, give us men!  A time like this demands
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready                         hands;
Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor; men who will not lie;
Men who can stand before a demagogue

And condemn his treacherous flatteries without winking!

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog
In public duty and in private thinking,
For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds,
Their large professions and their little deeds,
Mingle in selfish strife, lo!  Freedom weeps,
Wrong rules the land and waiting justice sleeps.
Josiah Gilbert Holland


Yes, God, give us men so that right may once again rule this great land!

In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  (returns to seat)

The Prayer of _________ ("The Nation's Strength") as sits in the rocking chair.

LORD, I KNOW THREE THINGS MUST ALWAYS BE

TO KEEP A NATION STRONG AND FREE.

ONE IS A FIREPLACE BRIGHT AND DEAR,

WITH BUSY, HAPPY LOVED ONES NEAR.

ONE IS A READY HEART AND HAND

TO LOVE, AND SERVE, AND KEEP THE LAND.

ONE IS A WORN AND BEATEN WAY

TO WHERE THE PEOPLE GO TO PRAY.

SO LONG AS THESE ARE KEPT ALIVE,

NATION AND PEOPLE WILL SURVIVE.

GOD KEEP THEM ALWAYS, EVERYWHERE:

THE FIREPLACE, THE FLAG, THE PLACE OF PRAYER.

IN JESUS NAME:  AMEN.
(Return to seat)

The Prayer of a Teen:

DEAR LORD, THIS IS SUCH A BIG COUNTRY FOR ONLY ONE PRESIDENT.  I AM SURE THERE ARE TIMES WHEN HE DOES NOT KNOW JUST WHICH WAY TO GO.  

SO, LORD, WILL YOU PLEASE PUT YOUR HANDS OVER THE HANDS OF OUR PRESIDENT, FILL HIM WITH GODLY WISDOM, AND GIVE HIM COURAGE WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH.  

LORD, HELP HIM SO HE WILL KNOW HOW TO TURN THE WHEEL FOR OUR BIG COUNTRY AND BRING US BACK TO GOD.

TRULY, LORD, BLESSED IS THAT NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD.

IN JESUS NAME.  AMEN.

(return to seat)

The Prayer of ___________ ("Mothers, Lord, Who Bend the Knee")

BECAUSE WE LOVE OUR COUNTRY, LORD,

AND DO REVERE THY PRECIOUS WORD;

BECAUSE ALL NATIONS ARE DISTRESSED

AND MEN AND WOMEN SORE PERPLEXED –

BRING BACK, O GOD, WE PRAY TO THEE,

THE MOTHERS, LORD, WHO BEND THE KNEE.

THE MOTHERS, LORD, WHOSE LIVES DO SHINE

WITH NOBLE DEEDS, WITH THOUGHTS SUBLIME;

WHO TEACH THEIR SONS TO FEAR THY NAME,

AND NEVER STOOP TO THINGS OF SHAME;

O GOD ON HIGH, WE ASK OF THEE:

SEND MOTHERS, LORD, WHO BEND THE KNEE.

IN JESUS NAME: AMEN.

Congregational Hymn: Faith of our Fathers, pg.  226.  (All stand as they sing.)
Prayer of the Women’s Mission Group

Props:

1. (display within the baptistry) Sign "1861 - CIVIL WAR" 

2. Chairs will be arranged in a semi-circle, mostly facing the audience.

3. Pianist begins playing “Rock of Ages.”  

4. Alternate the ladies on each side of the stage.  This means one uses the microphone for her part, the audience’s attention then floats to the opposite side of the semi-circle as the next person reads.  During this time the microphone can be passed to the next person.  

5. The first speaker should be seated in the middle of the semicircle and pass her microphone toward the piano.  The second speaker should be seated on the end of the semicircle  toward the piano and pass her microphone toward the middle.  This will maintain an appropriate distance between the two speakers.

(Upon receiving the pastor’s signal, the ladies will arise from the back of the congregation - move toward the front singing “ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME, LET ME HIDE MYSELF IN THEE, LET THE WATER AND THE BLOOD, FROM THY RIVEN SIDE WHICH FLOWED, BE OF SIN THE DOUBLE CURE, SAVE FROM WRATH AND MAKE ME PURE!”)

(As ladies arrive on platform hug your immediate neighbor, use your handkerchief to wipe the tears - no tissues - did tissues exist in 1861?)

________ - WELL, LADIES I SUPPOSE YOU KNOW WHY WE HAVE COME.

________ - YES, I DO, AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I COULDN'T SLEEP AT ALL LAST NIGHT.  IT WAS HORRIBLE THINKING ABOUT THIS WAR AND ABOUT OUR HUSBANDS AND OUR SONS AND OUR GRANDSONS ...

________ (sobbing) – YES, MY HUSBAND TOLD ME LAST NIGHT THAT HE WAS GOING TO GO ENLIST IN THE ARMY AS SOON AS THE CROPS ARE IN.  I DON'T KNOW WHAT I WILL DO WITHOUT HIM - WHAT I WILL DO IF ANYTHING EVER HAPPENS TO HIM!

________- I NEVER THOUGHT IT WOULD COME TO THIS - THE NORTH FIGHTING THE SOUTH - THE SOUTH FIGHTING THE NORTH - TWO PRESIDENTS: ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND JEFFERSON DAVIS.  THIS IS NOT A GOOD DAY FOR ANY OF US.

________ - (with vigor and faith)   NO, LADIES, IT IS NOT A GOOD DAY BUT THERE IS ONE THING WHICH WE CAN ALL DO AND THAT IS PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY!  AND PRAY FOR OUR PRESIDENT AND OUR HUSBANDS AND OUR NEIGHBORS AND OUR FRIENDS - AND PRAY THAT GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF ALL OF US, TOO!

________– THERE IS A VERSE IN THE BIBLE WHICH IS VERY SPECIAL TO ME.  THIS VERSE IS FOUND IN THE BOOK OF JAMES CHAPTER 5 AND IT READS LIKE THIS:  “THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN - LADIES, I MAY NOT BE A MAN BUT I BELIEVE THIS VERSE APPLIES TO ALL OF US, TOO (all ladies say AMEN!!!).  THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN OR WOMAN AVAILETH MUCH.  LET’S BOW OUR HEADS AND PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY.  

________- DEAR LORD, AMERICA NOW NEEDS A LEADER LIKE MOSES - ONE WHO REFUSED TO BE CALLED THE SON OF PHAROAH'S DAUGHTER BUT WAS WILLING TO GO WITH YOU!

________- DEAR LORD,  AMERICA NEEDS ARMY GENERALS LIKE JOSHUA - A MAN WHO KNEW GOD AND COULD PRAY AND SHOUT THINGS TO PASS RATHER THAN BLOW EVERYTHING TO PIECES.

________- DEAR LORD, AMERICA NEEDS A FOOD ADMINISTRATOR LIKE JOSEPH – A MAN WHO KNEW GOD AND HAD THE ANSWER TO FAMINE - TO OUR NEEDS.

________- DEAR LORD, AMERICA NEEDS PREACHERS LIKE PETER - PETER WAS NOT AFRAID TO LOOK PEOPLE IN THE EYE AND SAY,  REPENT OR PERISH - WAS NOT AFRAID TO DENOUNCE THEIR PERSONAL SINS AS WELL AS THEIR NATIONAL SINS, AND LORD, WE HAVE A LOT OF SIN EVERYWHERE TODAY!

________- DEAR LORD, AMERICA NEEDS MOTHERS LIKE HANNAH - A MOTHER WHO PRAYED FOR A CHILD IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT GIVE HIM BACK TO GOD!  LORD, GIVE US MOTHERS LIKE THAT RATHER THAN MOTHERS WHO ARE DELINQUENT MOTHERS OF DELINQUENT CHILDREN!

________ - DEAR LORD,  AMERICA  NEEDS CHILDREN LIKE SAMUEL - CHILDREN WHO WOULD TALK TO GOD IN THE MIDNIGHT HOURS!

________ -  DEAR LORD,  AMERICA NEEDS DOCTORS LIKE GOOD OL' LUKE - A DOCTOR WHO NOT ONLY CARED FOR THEIR PHYSICAL NEEDS BUT ALSO INTRODUCED HIS PATIENTS TO THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, JESUS CHRIST.

________-  DEAR LORD,  MOST OF ALL, AMERICA NEEDS A SAVIOR LIKE JESUS CHRIST - A SAVIOR WHO CAN AND WILL SAVE FROM THE GUTTERMOST TO THE UTTERMOST.  TRULY, LORD, BLESSED IS THAT NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD.


ALL IN UNISION:
IN JESUS' NAME, AMEN.

Prayer of Abraham Lincoln

(Pianist plays BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC - President Lincoln enters from the rear of the auditorium and shakes hands with a few people on his way up the aisle.)

(Pianist ceases as LINCOLN reaches platform.)

I HAVE COME TO BE WITH YOU TODAY BECAUSE I, TOO, AM CONVINCED THAT AMERICA NEEDS PRAYER.  HERE IN THE YEAR 1861 WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF AN AWFUL WAR WHICH HISTORY WILL FOREVER REMEMBER AS THE CIVIL WAR.  BUT EVENTUALLY THIS WAR, LIKE ALL OTHER WARS, WILL END.

BUT I WANT YOU TO REMEMBER THAT THERE IS ONE WAR WHICH WILL NEVER END AND THAT IS THE WAR WITH SIN.  WE ARE A NATION OF OPEN CHURCH DOORS AND OPEN BIBLES,  BUT OPEN CHURCH DOORS MEAN NOTHING IF WE DO NOT ENTER AND OPEN BIBLES HAVE NO VALUE UNLESS THEY ARE READ AND THEIR TEACHINGS PRACTICED.

SO TODAY, I, TOO,  COME TO PRAY WITH YOU.  LET US BOW OUR HEADS IN PRAYER.

 LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF CANNOT STAND.  LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT ALTHOUGH SOME TRUST IN CHARIOTS AND OTHERS IN HORSES, IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THE NAME OF THE LORD OUR GOD.  

LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE.  LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT THE WICKED SHALL BE TURNED INTO HELL AS WELL AS ALL THOSE NATIONS WHICH FORGET GOD.

LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT IF WE ALLOW THE FOUNDATION TO BE DESTROYED, WHAT THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS BE ABLE TO DO?   HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT YOU ARE OUR ROCK AND OUR  FORTRESS, OF WHOM ON EARTH THEN SHALL WE BE AFRAID?

LORD, HELP THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT IF IT HAD NOT BEEN THE LORD WHO WAS ON OUR SIDE, WHEN MEN ROSE UP AGAINST US, THEN TRULY THEY HAD SWALLOWED US UP ALIVE WHEN THEIR WRATH WAS KINDLED AGAINST US.  THANK YOU, GOD, THAT OUR HELP IS IN THE NAME OF THE LORD WHO MADE BOTH HEAVEN AND EARTH.

TRULY, LORD, BLESSED IS THAT NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD.  HELP US NEVER TO FORGET IT.  IN JESUS' NAME. AMEN.

(Lincoln then exits to rear)

Song:  Statue of Liberty by the Trio 

PRAYER OF AN OLD MAN

(Prop: one chair for old man. The cordless microphone is on the old man.)

(Teens #1 and #2 enter from organ side with clipboards holding their survey sheets.)

TEEN #1 - I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU BUT I'M READY TO CALL IT A DAY.  ACCORDING TO MY TOTALS WE HAVE SURVEYED EXACTLY 329 PEOPLE TODAY.

TEEN # 2 - I HAVE ASKED SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS SO MANY TIMES THAT I HAVE ALMOST MEMORIZED THEM.

TEEN #1 – WELL,  DON’T LOOK NOW BUT IT LOOKS LIKE WE GET TO SURVEY ONE MORE PERSON BEFORE WE QUIT (points to old man with cane who is now moving up the center aisle).

TEEN # 2 -  SIR, WE'RE TAKING A SURVEY FOR THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU.  WE'RE ASKING PEOPLE A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT THE GREATEST NEED IN AMERICA.  WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO ANSWER SOME OF OUR QUESTIONS?

(Old man is seated in chair - TEENS ON EACH SIDE OF HIM FACING THE BACK CORNER OF AUDITORIUM - DO NOT LOOK AT THE OLD MAN!!!!)

OLD MAN: YOUNG FELLER, I'LL GIVE IT MY BEST SHOT.  I'M NOT EXACTLY AS YOUNG AS I USED TO BE - MY LEG IS NOT VERY GOOD ANYMORE - MY EYESIGHT IS GETTING MIGHTY DIM - I'M GETTING A FEW YEARS ON ME!

TEEN #1 -    QUESTION # 1 - WE'RE TALKING OF COURSE ABOUT THE GREATEST NEEDS IN AMERICA.  QUESTION #1 - WHICH DO YOU BELIEVE IS MORE IMPORTANT?  THE ECONOMY, SOCIAL SECURITY, OR FAMILY VALUES?

OLD MAN:  WELL, I DON'T KNOW.  LET ME THINK ON THAT FOR AWHILE.

TEEN #2 - WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR AMERICA?  IS IT BETTER EDUCATION,  AN IMPROVED HIGHWAY SYSTEM, OR A STRONGER DEFENSE?

OLD MAN: THAT'S A HARD QUESTION.  LET ME COME BACK TO THAT.

TEEN #1 - WE'RE STILL TALKING ABOUT WHAT AMERICA MOST NEEDS.   IS IT BETTER GASOLINE MILAGE, IS IT LESS POLLUTION, IS IT BETTER HEALTH CARE, IS IT CHEAPER ELECTRICITY, IS IT BETTER FOOD, OR IS IT MORE SPORTS?   SIR, WHAT IS IT THAT AMERICA NEEDS THE MOST?

OLD MAN: SON,  I’M NOT CERTAIN THAT YOUR ANSWER IS IN ANYTHING THAT YOU HAVE MENTIONED.

TEEN #2 - BUT YOU'RE A MAN WHO HAS LIVED LONG ENOUGH TO SEE IT ALL.  SURELY YOU KNOW WHAT AMERICA NEEDS THE MOST OF ALL.

TEEN #1 - YES, SIR, TELL US IF YOU WOULD WHAT AMERICA NEEDS THE MOST OF ALL.

OLD MAN:  VERY WELL.  YOU BOYS SIT DOWN (on edge of platform) AND LET ME TELL YOU WHAT AMERICA NEEDS THE MOST OF ALL, NOT ONLY WHAT AMERICA NEEDS BUT ALSO WHAT YOU TWO BOYS NEED.  YOU MAY THINK I'M AN OLD FOOL BUT LISTEN CLOSELY TO WHAT I HAVE TO SAY.

OLD MAN: A GOOD JOB IS NICE BUT I HAVE LEARNED I NEED MORE THAN THIS.  A SOCIAL SECURITY CHECK IS NICE, TOO,  BUT I HAVE LEARNED THAT I NEED MORE

THAN THAT.  EVEN AN AUTOMOBILE IS NICE - I HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO BUY THE FINEST AUTOMOBILE AROUND BUT EVEN AN AUTOMOBILE IS NOT ENOUGH.

OLD MAN:  BOYS, LET ME TELL YOU WHAT I NEED AND YOU NEED, TOO.

(Without instruments the old man sings both verses of “TAKE MY HAND,  PRECIOUS LORD.”)

OLD MAN:  BOYS, THAT IS WHAT I NEED AND THAT IS WHAT YOU NEED, TOO.  IN JESUS NAME, AMEN!!!

(exit)

THE PRAYER OF OUR PEOPLE

(MUSIC – “MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” - #229)

(Usher brings forward the prayer requests which were returned in the offering.) 

PASTOR:  I BELIEVE AMERICA NEEDS PRAYER, DON'T YOU?  HERE ARE YOUR OWN PRAYER REQUESTS REGARDING AMERICA.  LISTEN TO WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN.

(Pastor reviews the list)

(Pastor asks the congregation to stand and has one of the deacons to lead in this prayer.)

(As the deacon finishes the pastor proceeds into the invitation with the people still standing –heads will remain bowed - hands raised - invitation given)

(After the invitation)

Prayer of Dismissal
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