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MONOLOGUE – THE DEBATE 

OF THE TWO THIEVES

Stage:  Two stands (in the choir loft) next to crosses 1 and 3 for the scripts.  Handheld microphones for each speaker.  The speakers in the auditorium will not have microphones in order to give us an audience versus cross effect.  

Soundroom:  The true story of Calvary is more than just one cross.  In actuality it is the story of three crosses.  Each cross represents a man who is dying.  The man on the middle cross is our Lord Jesus Christ.  As we look upon the scene, the man on the first cross is a thief (this man enters from the piano door in ___ garments).  He has been found guilty of crimes worthy of death.  Perhaps his mother is present…then again perhaps she is not.  It goes without saying that it is likely no one will mourn his death, even a death as horrible as the cross.  

Soundroom: The man on the third cross is also a thief (this man enters from the organ door in ________ garments).  Thieves were very common in this day.  The economy was poor and the poor were usually poorer than poor.  People turned to thievery to survive.  This man is likely a murderer, too.  He has been whipped just as harshly as Jesus.  His spirit, though, is unbroken.  He hates Rome, he hates the soldiers, he hates everything associated with life.  He probably hates even himself as well.  

Thief #1 – What do you people out there think you are doing anyway?  Why have you come and sat down to watch me die?  

Thief #2 – Do you think this is a sport?  Why don’t you just end my life with a sword?  Why must I die like this?

Both thieves:  Why must any man die like this?  

Thief #1 – Sure, I’ve stolen from you who are sitting out there watching me die.  And I’ve even killed, too, but you’ll never find where I hid the bodies.  And I would do it again, too!

#2 – So would I.  After all, what choice did I have?  

Audience Person #1 rises and says:  You had many choices.  I have lived in Jerusalem for ____ years.  I have never stolen from anyone nor have I ever killed anyone nor did you have to do any of that either.  (Sits down)

#2 – Then do with me whatever you wish!  Drive some more nails or laugh at me!  Do with me whatever you wish!

#1 – There is some sort of sign on the middle cross.  What does that sign say?  It says, “The King of the Jews.”  

#2 – Well, some king you are!  You got a throne of wood and nails instead of a throne of gold and power!  Your crown is a bloody crown of thorns!  You are a rejected king with a rejected kingdom!  Your end is no better than our end!  You should have lived like us!  At least we had some fun before those Romans caught up with us!  But look at us now!  Two thieves and an honest to goodness king!  And we’re all going into the darkness together.  

Audience Person #2 rises and says, “He saved others.  Let Him save Himself, if He really is the Christ, the Chosen One of God.”  
#1 – Did you say this man on the middle cross is the Christ, the Chosen one of God?  The miracle man that all of Jerusalem is talking about?  

#2 – Hey, you on the middle cross!  Pay attention to us when we are talking to you!  Yes, if you really are the Christ – if you really are the Messiah of Israel – then prove it!  Save yourself, come down off that cross with that miracle power of yours and while you are at it, save us at the same time!  Show yourself to be who you really are!  

#1 – What are you saying?  Don’t you fear God?  If this man really is the Christ, the Chosen of God, then He has done nothing wrong!  But He has been condemned just like we have.  You and I have been condemned according to truth…we are as guilty as anyone could ever be but this man has done nothing wrong…he has done nothing deserving of death.  

#2 – What could you possibly know?  

#1 – Hey, woman!  What is your name?  

(Woman rises in the audience and answers) – My name is Mary.  Jesus is my Son and I believe with all of my heart that he really is the Christ, the holy Son of God.  The angel Gabriel said to me that I would conceive in my womb and bring forth a son and would call His name Jesus.  He is to be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest and the Lord God shall give to Him the throne of His father David and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever and of His kingdom there shall be no end.  I do not know why this cross is now happening but I do know who He is…He is the Christ, the holy Son of God…the king of the Jews…the prince of peace…  (sits)

#2 – Woman, do you expect us to believe that foolishness?  Wives tales!  That’s all that is!

#1 – What are you saying?  Don’t you fear God?  This woman sounds like she knows what she is talking about.  Others are gathered near this middle cross saying the very same thing.  Could it be that He really is the Christ, the King, dying for the sins of the world?  

#2 – No.  That is not possible.  I’ll never believe that.

#1 – Jesus, I don’t know much about you and I have never been known as a religious person.  But Jesus, there is something clearly different about you.  How can you say, ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do?’ unless you’re really who you say you are?

#2 – Because He’s a fool – that’s why!  He’s a lunatic and that’s why they’re crucifying Him with you and me!

#1 – No, I do not believe so.  I am here because I deserve to be here.  You are here because you deserve to be here.  But He is different…the worse thing the government can say about Him is that He is the King of the Jews.

#2 – I won’t have any king like Him ruling over me!  I’ll die first!

#1 – Lord…Lord…I’m not a praying man and I’m not a religious man either but would you remember me when you come into your kingdom?  Because every king has a kingdom and if your kingdom is anything like you I want to be in your kingdom…so Lord if there is room for a sinner like me…Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

(Tape from Soundroom):  “Truly, I say to you, today – before this very day is over – you shall be with me in paradise.”  

(Count to three then leave by the doors you entered.)
