ISAIAH 53 – LESSON ONE

Handshake Question:  Let’s take a trip tonight down memory lane.  Let’s imagine you could relive one day in your life and enjoy it again.  What day would it be?  

Participation:  Answers from the audience.  My answer:  It would be a Sunday at my grandfather’s house.  Early winter.  The Cincinnati Bengals had their championship team with Kenny Anderson and they were on television.  Grandpa was lying on the couch; dad, my brother, and I were watching the game; grandma, mom, and Ruth Ellen were jabbering in the kitchen.  Little Ashley and Lindsay were getting in grandma’s closet and trying on clothes.  Grandma had baked steak and chocolate cake for dinner...  I can remember that image so clearly...I’d really like to go back in time and relive that day.   

I can see that image so clearly...every detail is crystal clear in my mind...

but it is important to remember that I am looking at that image 

from an historical perspective.

Question:  Can I look into the future and see something that clearly?  No.  It would only be guessing on my part.  Can you look into the future and see something that clearly?  No.  Only guessing!

Question:  Do you know anyone who can look into the future and see the future clearly?  See it clearly enough that He is able to write about it seven hundred years before it happens and yet describe it in absolute perfection?  God can do this. 

· Turn and read Isaiah 53 from the handout (NLT).
· Objective:  We will study Isaiah 53 for the next several Wednesday nights.  

· How important is Isaiah 53?  It is one of those great chapters like Psalm 23.  Those two chapters are probably the most famous chapters in the Old Testament.  

· Let me give you two quotes to show you how people think of Isaiah 53:  

1. “Isaiah 53 is the New Testament in the Old Testament.”  i.e. if you could summarize the entire New Testament in one chapter it would be Isaiah 53.

· Ironside:  “Christ’s lowly life, His rejection by His own people, His voluntary subjection to the suffering of the Cross, His atoning sacrifice, His glorious resurrection and the triumph of His gospel in the salvation of a great host of sinners are all foretold here in a clear and concise way.”  

· That sounds like the entire New Testament in one chapter!

2. “Isaiah 53:6 is the John 3:16 of the Old Testament.”  

· I remember B. R. Lakin making this statement.  

· Read 53:6 from the KJV.  

· Date: 700 B.C.  You ought to write this date somewhere in your Bible.  How many years passed before Jesus fulfilled this chapter?  Around 730!  

Imagine how it could have happened.  God sends Isaiah onto the front steps of the county courthouse.  Isaiah says, “I have a message from the Lord.”  A great crowd gathers and Isaiah then gives the people Isaiah 53.  Isaiah says, “This is the way it will be.”  You then go home and teach this message to your children and say, “This is the way it will be,” and your children teach this message to their children and say, “This is the way it will be,” and your grandchildren teach the message to their children and say, “This is the way it will be...” and the message keeps being passed on from generation to generation until Jesus comes.  

By then everyone is looking for the Messiah!  

But could the Messiah actually be Jesus?

Stumbling block passages:  Read I Corinthians 1:23, Matthew 21:42-46. 

the Jews will stumble over Jesus and crucify Him. 

In addition, they also stumble over Isaiah 53 

because it makes no sense to them!

· Let’s start unraveling this mystery by writing down the overall theme of Isaiah 53.  This is important because we usually miss the overall point of Isaiah 53.  We usually quote Isaiah 53 to describe the substitutionary death of Jesus.  But in doing so we miss the overall point.  
· Write:  Isaiah 53 teaches that Jesus’ suffering will ultimately lead to His glory.  The Jews have never been able to link these two ideas together.  

· Read vs 10 – 12.  Remember this: a dead Savior can save no one!  
· Verse 6 is the most quoted verse in this chapter but the chapter does not end with vs 6.   
· The chapter does not end until you have a resurrected Savior.
· So Isaiah 53 depicts a death, burial, and resurrection!  
· Would that have confused you if you had lived in Isaiah’s time?  Probably.  It probably even confused Isaiah!

Question:  How easy is it to understand this passage?  Read Acts 8:26-32.   This man was clearly a religious man, was either a Jew or had converted to Judaism, had spent hours in the Old Testament, and yet he was totally confused by this passage.  Philip then explained to him that Isaiah 53 speaks of Christ and the man was converted to Jesus Christ immediately.  

The key to him understanding Isaiah 53 was Jesus.  

When he put Jesus in Isaiah 53 it suddenly made sense!

Verse 2 reads, “For Jesus shall grow up before God as a tender plant and as a root out of dry ground; Jesus has no form nor comeliness; when we see Jesus there is no beauty that we should desire Jesus.  Jesus is despised and rejected of men.  Jesus is a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief…”  and when the Ethiopian read it in that way it suddenly made sense!  The light bulb went on!  

Repeat the Question:  How easy is it to understand this message?  It is easy for you because of two reasons:

1. You are viewing this from the historical side.  “Hindsight is always better than foresight.”  But is hindsight always clear?  No.  The 9/11 commission hearings are proving that!  The Ethiopian eunuch could see this from the historical side but he was still confused.  So what was his problem?  

2. You are not a Jew.  This is important because Jews know this is in the Bible but they have a preconceived view of this passage.  

a. This passage speaks of a suffering Savior…vs 5-6, one who is rejected by His people…

b. This image was contradictory to the typical Jewish view of their Messiah.  The Jews saw their Messiah:

i. As coming in power to reign like He will do in the second coming;

ii. As overpowering all of His opposition;

iii. In terms of pride but He came instead in terms of humility – He was just the opposite of what they expected.  

c. The Jew’s #1 problem is in accepting Isaiah 53 as referring to Jesus.  If he does accept Isaiah 53 then he will be immediately converted to Jesus Christ.  

d. Read Zechariah 12:10 and 13:6.  This occurs at the second coming at the end of the tribulation.  

i. A nation shall be converted in a day!  

ii. They will then understand Isaiah 53 like the Ethiopian eunuch understood it!  

Illustration:  John R. Rice told the story of a Jewish friend (not Appleman) of his who was an orthodox Jew, born in Russia, came to America to escape the persecutions (incidentally those same persecutions killed this man’s father).  He had spent eight years studying the Talmud and planned to be a rabbi.  He taught in the Chicago Hebrew Institute.  

The Holy Spirit sought this Jew and led him from Chicago to Dallas and from Dallas to Fort Worth where he could not get away from the Hebrew scriptures which foretold the coming of the Savior.  One night at 2 in the morning he surrendered his heart and life to the Lord Jesus Christ as his Messiah.  

Sometime later he received a letter from his sister.  The letter said, 

“Dear Louis, Sister and I are greatly distressed at the insane thing that has happened to you.  Who ever thought that you would become a traitor to your father and your father’s religion, a renegade Jew!  Oh, leave your bastard Christ and come back to us and be happy again.”  

This man had been a father to his younger sisters but with trembling lips and a hoarse voice he said, “Brother Rice, I cannot give up my Savior!  I love my sisters.  I have supported them ever since my father died.  I have given them all my money and tried to make them happy.  This breaks my heart but I cannot give up my savior.”  

He then wrote a letter to his two sisters urging them to accept Jesus as the Messiah.  They replied with the following letter:

“You are no longer a brother of mine.  Already we have counted you dead.  The rabbi has conducted funeral services for you.  We have gone through the apartment and sought out everything that had your name on it and every give you ever bought for us and have destroyed them.  The only thing that remains is this fountain pen you gave me on my last birthday.  When I have finished this letter and signed my name, I will stamp the pen to pieces on the floor and throw the pieces in the garbage.  You traitor Jew, you may have your bastard Christ!  You are no brother of ours any more!”   

ISAIAH 53 – LESSON TWO

Handshake Question: Who was your favorite movie star of all time?  

Participation.  Allow the audience to identify their favorite movie star.  Such stars were chosen because there is something attractive about them...if they were awful to look at then we would not choose them.  Would we have chosen Jesus?  The description of Jesus is far different than the one your movie actor choice would be.  

Read Isaiah 52:13 – chapter 53 from the NLT.  

Review:

1. “Isaiah 53 is the New Testament in the Old Testament.”  i.e. if you could summarize the entire New Testament in one chapter it would be Isaiah 53.

2.  “Isaiah 53:6 is the John 3:16 of the Old Testament.” 
3. Date: 700 B.C.  You ought to write this date somewhere in your Bible.  

a. How many years passed before Jesus fulfilled this chapter?  Around 730!  

b. This verse fits Jesus perfectly – it is another proof the Bible is inspired by God.  

4. This passage is actually in the form of Hebrew poetry. Some of the newer translations put it in poetic form.     

Question:  How did people get saved in the Old Testament?  They got saved the same way that we do in the New Testament.  We in the New Testament look back at God’s sacrifice for sin.  In the Old Testament they looked forward to God’s sacrifice for sin.  How did they know such a sacrifice would take place?  Because God told them!

· Read Genesis 22:1-2, 6-8.  God substituted a lamb for Isaac.  That is what all of the Old Testament sacrifices were for: substitution!  

· Read Exodus 12:3-7, 12-13.  Verse 13 indicates the blood would be a token or a sign or a picture of a future sacrifice. 

· Isaiah 53 is a similar sermon to the people of a future sacrifice.  The Jews read this passage and say, “Who can Isaiah have in mind?”
· What is the key to a Jew getting saved?  

· He must insert the name of Jesus in Isaiah 53.  Just substitute the name of Jesus and everything else will fall into place.  

Note:  Isaiah 53 actually begins with Isaiah 52:13.  Verses 13 – 15 represent the first stanza in this poem and should be part of chapter 53.  This may sound confusing, but you must remember that the original Bible was written without verse and chapter divisions.  How they found a specific passage is beyond me!  Man added chapter and verse divisions much later.  And man often put the chapter divisions in the wrong place…another place where they put the chapter division in the wrong place is John 14 which should be a continuation of chapter 13. If I had my way chapters 13 – 16 of John would all be one chapter!  

Vs 13 – This verse is very important because introduces us to both the key person and the key attitude in chapter 53.  It teaches us three words which will help each of us to become better people.  

1. Word #1 – what is it?  You will identify it for yourself in just a moment.  

· First, let’s establish the setting of vs 13:  

· God the Father is telling us all about what God the Son is going to do!  


· The trumpets are blaring, the preacher is shouting the news to the people.  

· How would you expect Isaiah to introduce us to the Coming Redeemer?  You might expect him to use titles like he uses in Isaiah 9, “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace...”  
· But those titles reflect His glory – those are the titles of heaven with the angels singing - but this chapter is not about His glory but about His suffering on earth! 

· So how does God the Father describe His own Son in the greatest chapter in the Old Testament?  

· Point:  God the Father does so with a word that would be an insult to many modern day Christians.  

· God uses this title:  “Behold, My servant.” WORD #1 IS “SERVANT.”

· What is a servant?  He is a person who serves.  

· What exactly is his name?  

· Search the rest of chapters 52 and 53 for a more dignified name and you will not find one. 

· The servant is not identified by name because a servant’s name is not that important.

· Key:  The emphasis is on what the servant does – not on who he is.

· “Whoever will be first among you let him first be the servant of all.”  

· The way up with God is always down.  

· “Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up.”

· The #1 attitude you must develop if you are to grow as a Christian is a servant’s attitude!

· Read Philippians 2:5-9 to understand the servant’s attitude.  

· If you had been the Creator could you also have become a servant?  Not me!  

· Am I humble enough to do what God wants me to do?  

· Question:  Who are you serving this week in your life?  (If you have a servant’s attitude then a face should have gone through your mind as soon as I asked that question.)    

2. Word #2 = “My.”  
· “My” emphasizes that Jehovah owns or controls the servant.  

· His will is surrendered to the will of another.  

· Key: the will of a servant is always a submissive will. 

· “We have been bought with a price.  We are no longer our own.”  

· Do you ever get frustrated in your Christian life?

· One reason for frustration is that we rebel against the “my” and want it to be “Me” instead.  

· Jesus is totally surrender...

· Am I totally surrendered?  

3. Word #3 = “Behold” or “See” depending on your translation.    
· How many of you used the word “behold” in your conversation today?

· (Participation.)  If you had used the word what would you have meant?  “Look here!”
· VERY IMPORTANT:  The word “behold” or “see” is God’s way of attracting attention to His servant.  

· Notice:  The servant does not attract attention to himself because a servant exists to point attention to His master.  

· This is just the opposite of human nature which continually cries out, “Look at me!  Behold me!”  

· Some people want to be important and so they talk more about themselves than Jesus.  

· If you want to be important then make Jesus the most important thing in your life.  

· Write down Fred Brown’s comment: Make much of Jesus and He will make much of you.  

What is the difference between making much of Jesus and making much of yourself?  One is pure service...the other is pure selfishness.

Question:  Have you ever known a selfish Christian who was happy?  

Have you ever known a serving Christian who was happy?  YES!  

So which one do I want to be tomorrow?

Wake up tomorrow morning and dedicate tomorrow to being God’s servant WHEREVER you happen to be!

ISAIAH 53 – LESSON THREE

Handshake Question: What was the first verse in the Bible that you memorized?  

Participation:  Each person can identify his/her verse.  Many should mention John 3:16.  Furthermore, 

1. Ask them to identify why John 3:16 is so popular.  The answers will likely focus on how concise the verse is, simple it is, etc.  

2. Ask if they have ever heard a sermon on John 3:16.  Such a sermon made salvation very plain.

3. But imagine that there is no John 3:16...no New testament...what would you preach from then?  Answer:  Isaiah 53 – “the New Testament in the Old Testament.”  

Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:6.  

This sermon in Isaiah 53 was preached some 700 years before Jesus ever came upon center stage.  

· It is the greatest verbal sermon in the Old Testament on the way of salvation.  

· By contrast, the Passover Lamb in Exodus chapter 12 is the greatest pictorial sermon in the Old Testament.  

Pictorial sermons can be acted out; verbal sermons must be studied out.  

Let’s study out what Isaiah taught us about the crucifixion.  

Verse 13 – 

· Two points in review:

· Isaiah 53 actually begins in chapter 52:13.  Someone showed me after our last lesson that their Bible has a title in front of vs 13 which covers all of chapter 53.  

· Jesus is described in the very same way that God wants to describe all of us:  Servant.  

· God didn’t send Jesus to the earth to promote Himself but to serve God in serving others.  

· His name is not revealed because a servant’s name is very unimportant.  

· Note:  This passage challenges us at the very beginning to leave our egos at the cross and to humble ourselves like Jesus did and become a servant.  

· What kind of servant was Jesus?  Deal prudently or wisely – no one was ever wiser than Jesus!  Just because you’re a servant doesn’t mean you’re dumb.  

· “exalted” gives us the idea of Jesus being “high and lifted up.”
· This word seems to be out of place because how many servants are exalted?  

· This seems to be a reference to his post-resurrection experience.  

· Read John 17:5.  

· The point is that it is a long way down in the next verse from where He is in the current verse.  

· Song: Down from His glory...we cannot comprehend this concept until we see what glory is really like!

· We will ask the question in heaven, “How could You give up all of this for me?”  

Vs 14 – gives us a picture of Jesus that I don’t like to see.  Read vs 14.  

· Other translations:  

· there were many who were appalled at him — his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness (NIV)  

· Many were amazed when they saw him—beaten and bloodied, so disfigured one would scarcely know he was a person. (NLT)

· Many people were shocked when they saw him. His appearance was so changed he did not look like a man; his form was changed so much they could barely tell he was human. (NCV)

· How many of you saw the movie, “The Passion of the Christ”?  

· Is this what happens in the movie?  

· It is a very revolting scene.  

· The beating is such that a person takes on the appearance of hamburger meat.  

· Jesus became unrecognizable as a son but also as a human!  

· Someone from our church watched the Passion of the Christ and commented, “Jesus no longer looked human.”
· We showed a sanitized movie of the crucifixion this past Sunday which showed Jesus on the cross without any blood on His head?  That is the image we would like to see!  But that is not the image the Bible presents. 

· The truth is that what happened to Jesus was actually worse than what is portrayed in the movie ! 

· Unger: His humiliation was as deep as his exaltation was high. 

· Note:  And He endured that in spite of all of our griping and criticism and laziness and ego’s.  

Vs 15 – This verse is in contrast to the previous verse.  

· The destroyed human in vs 14 is here described as eventually triumphing over his enemies.

· The priests would sprinkle blood on the sacrifice or on the ark of the covenant to obtain forgiveness of sins.  

· The idea seems to be that Jesus’ blood will extend forgiveness to the entire world.  

· The Calvinist says, “Jesus died only for the elect.”
· Read I John 2:2.  

·  Be thankful!  Because otherwise, Jesus could have limited His blood only for the Jews!  

· The world will shut its mouth when it realizes what it has done to Jesus!  

· Read Isaiah 49:7, 23.

· The next time the world sees Jesus it will not see Jesus on a cross!  But in the clouds of heaven coming to make war!  

ISAIAH 53 – LESSON FOUR

Handshake Question:  What is your favorite farm animal?  

Participation:  Allow everyone to identify their favorite farm animal.  Farm animals include chickens.  How many of you have ever killed a chicken fro Sunday dinner?  I did it once...I was not very successful either!  Never again!  

One of the most famous children’s stories is the story of Chicken Little.  

	One day Chicken Little was walking in the woods when -- KERPLUNK -- an acorn fell on her head 

"Oh my goodness!" said Chicken Little. "The sky is falling! I must go and tell the king."




	On her way to the king's palace, Chicken Little met Henny Penny. Henny Penny said that she was going into the woods to hunt for worms. 

"Oh no, don't go!" said Chicken Little. "I was there and the sky fell on my head! Come with me to tell the king." 

So Henny Penny joined Chicken Little and they went along and went along as fast as they could. 

Soon they met Cocky Locky, who said, "I'm going to the woods to hunt for seeds."

"Oh no, don't go!" said Henny Penny. "The sky is falling there! Come with us to tell the king." 

So Cocky Locky joined Henny Penny and Chicken Little, and they went along and went along as fast as they could. 

Soon they met Goosey Poosey, who was planning to go to the woods to look for berries. 

"Oh no, don't go!" said Cocky Locky. "The sky is falling there! Come with us to tell the king." So Goosey Poosey joined Cocky Locky, Henny Penny and Chicken Little, and they went along as fast as they could. 

Then who should appear on the path but sly old Foxy Woxy. 

"Where are you going, my fine feathered friends?" asked Foxy Woxy. He spoke in a polite manner, so as not to frighten them. 

"The sky is falling!" cried Chicken Little. "We must tell the king."


On and on the story goes until we read the conclusion:  After that day, Chicken Little always carried an umbrella with her when she walked in the woods. The umbrella was a present from the king. And if -- KERPLUNK -- an acorn fell, Chicken Little didn't mind a bit. In fact, she didn't notice it at all.

No one believed Chicken Little when she said, “The sky is falling!”  

Guess who else is not believed by the great masses of humanity?  It is God’s people with the gospel!  So it is today...so it was yesterday, too.  

Read Isaiah 32:13 – 53:6.  

Chapter 53 - We are now entering a new section of one of the greatest chapters in the Old Testament!  It is as if verses 13 – 15 form the introduction or the prelude to the bigger production.  
We know now what we are dealing with: 
the humiliation of God’s servant.

Key Question:  What exactly is chapter 53?  This chapter is the kind of material that we who emphasize the New Testament are not used to studying.  The key word is “our” in vs 1.  Who does “our” refer to?  

1. Is “our” singular or plural?  Plural.

2. How many people wrote this book?  One.  

3. So “our” includes more people than Isaiah.  

4. Whoever “our” is they are submitting a report in Isaiah 53 of what happened to the Savior.  

5. Who does “our” include?  

The Bible scholars tell us that “our” is likely a reference to the Israel of the future.  The Israel of the future will repent of its sin of unbelief and turn to Jesus as its Messiah.  

· Read Zechariah 12:10 – 13:1.  This happens at the end of the tribulation and at the Second Coming of Jesus during the Battle of Armageddon.  
i. Do you remember the old cowboy and Indian movies?  Who rides to the rescue at the very last moment?  The cavalry.  

ii. Jesus = Israel’s cavalry.  

iii. Israel identifies its rescuer by the nail prints and repents!  

· Don’t ever think God has totally cast aside Israel!  Not so!  

· God will return to Israel in the future and Israel will become the greatest nation in the history of the world!    

Important:  Chapter 53 represents the Jews of the future talking about the Jews of the past.  They are essentially asking, “How could you have blown it?  How could you have ignored everything that God said and crucified your own Messiah?”  

Question:  is there anyone you know who doesn’t believe in Jesus?  Do you ever wonder, “Why don’t you get it?”  It is so easy for you to understand that you have problems understanding why they don’t understand!  

So picture yourself asking the question in vs 1.  

Vs 1 – What a question!  

· Paul quotes this question in Romans 10:16 (don’t read) to indicate how unbelieving Israel still is some thirty years after the crucifixion/resurrection/development of the church.  

· By Paul’s day Israel had waited for 7 centuries and they still didn’t understand who Jesus is!  

· The arm of the Lord has been extended but the blindness of man has never seen it!

· Read Matthew 23:37.  

· Question:  Was the Holy Spirit patient in bringing you to Christ or did you just run with open arms the moment you understood?  

· In my own case I put it off for at least a year!  

· How many years was it for you?  

· Aren’t you thankful God did not give up on you??? 

· Who has believed our report?  Tom Swartzwelder has.  How about you?

· To whom has the arm of the Lord been extended in salvation?  To Tom Swartzwelder.  How about you?  

But to the millions of Israel...what about them?  

· What was Israel’s problem?  There is an old saying, “Appearances are deceiving.”  Did Jesus look like a Messiah?  The answer is in the next few verses.  

· Read verse 2.  

· Tender shoot – ask someone to describe a shoot to the class.  

· What is the name given to organizing all of your relatives for the past 300 years?  Family tree!  

· Each line in your family tree represents a shoot. 

· This tender shoot came from the line of David.  (11:1) 

· Tender = appears fragile.  Easily destroyed or damaged, does not possess a look of incredible strength.

· But there is incredible strength here!

· Illustration:  A little boy was pulling up little shoots.  He pulled and pulled and pulled and finally the shoot gave way and he tumbled backwards upon the ground.  A friend asked, “What happened?”  He said, “I finally won but it wasn’t easy.  The whole world was pulling against me!”
· Root out of dry ground – how easy is it to grow plants/trees in dry ground?  Not easy!  

· Jesus grew up in a land which was spiritually starved.  

· Israel’s religion had become very formalistic.  

· Amos 5:21 will be one of our memory verses next week and it says, “I hate all your show and pretense—the hypocrisy of your religious festivals and solemn assemblies.
· Do you remember how Jesus got in trouble for healing a man on the Sabbath?  The Jews’ religion forbid a person to do good on the Sabbath!    

· Read Jesus’ denunciation of the Pharisees in Matthew 23.  

· Surely nothing good could come out of dry Israel but He did!  
· “No form of comeliness, no beauty” - “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.”  NIV
· Contrast this with the way Jesus is viewed in most paintings and pictures.  

· Jesus is given a very soft look and always looks handsome.  
· Of Jesus and the twelve apostles, who do you think was likely the most handsome?  My own opinion is Judas, because he fooled everyone.  

Verse 3 – how did Israel treat the Messiah?

· Despised…what is the difference between being despised and not liked?  
· This has the idea of being “viewed with utter contempt.”  
· No race has ever been hated more than the Jews, and no person has ever been hated more than a Jew named Jesus! 
· Rejected – Quote John 1:10-12.  

· Rejection implies being placed on trial, hearing the evidence, and then reaching a conclusion.

· It is like what happens in a presidential election.  After months of evaluation, one candidate is accepted and another candidate is rejected.  

· The Psalms describe Jesus as the “corner stone which the builders rejected…”  

· What did Israel say at Pilate’s court?  “Crucify Him!”    

· Next year do this scene for Easter…have people dressed as peasants throughout the aud…rise and shout Crucify him!  Someone else rises and pleads for Jesus but is shouted down by the crowd.    

· Man of sorrows – not laughter.  

· Illustration:  Someone complained to Billy Graham that he should not laugh and tell jokes during his sermons because Jesus didn’t laugh.  Billy answered, “It may be true that Jesus didn’t laugh but He sure fixed me up so I could laugh.”
· “Sorrows” means “anguish or grief” and this is what you would have seen if you spent much time with Jesus.

· Jesus was surrounded by people with problems.  
· Note:  This description indicates that Jesus was the kind of individual that most people want nothing to do with.  Instead of being drawn to Him, they were repulsed by Him.  

· Did not esteem Him – did not recognize Him as important! 
So how do we leave Jesus tonight?  Rejected...rejected...rejected.  

Why then did He do it?

“For God so loved the world...”  It is because God chose to love.

Where would any of us be without the love of God?

ISAIAH 53 – LESSON FIVE

Handshake Question:  I am going to ask a question.  I want all of you to blurt out immediately the first thing which comes to your mind.  I promise that your answer will not embarrass you.  
1. What is your favorite snack?  (Don’t take their answers.) 
2. If you cannot have your favorite snack then what other snack would you choose?   
Participation:  What was your second snack?  
Point:  If you cannot have your first snack but you can have your second snack, then what have you just done?  You have substituted one snack for another.  

Guess what?  You now know the most important principle of salvation.

This principle is the very heart of Isaiah 53.
Read Isaiah 53:1-6.  
Background:  The first six verses in this passage describe for us the person of Jesus:  who Jesus is, what He is like, and how the people respond to Him.  Do the people like Jesus?  No.  Despised of men...rejected.  

Key:  Now we come to the work of Jesus.

Verse 4 – 6 form one tremendous unit.  This is one of the most quoted passages in the entire Old Testament.  If you learn only one passage in the Old Testament it should be these three verses.  

This passage explains the substitutionary death of Jesus.

Verse 4 – Participation:  what exactly is substitution?  (Have the audience respond.)  
· Substitution is the act of replacing something with something else.  

· In our opening illustration it was substituting one snack with another snack.  

· In this passage, it is the holy Jesus being substituted for the unholy us!

· Underline all of the “our” references in vs 4 – 5.  
· Instead of us receiving this punishment, it is Jesus becoming our substitute.  

Illustration:  Many years ago there was a war between Germany and France.  The summons went out to all Germans living in England to return to Germany and join in the fight.  During that time an Englishman happened to meet a German on one of the streets in England.  He asked the German why he had not returned to Germany.  
The German answered, “I am dead.”  The Englishman asked, “Dead?  What do you mean?”  
The German said, “My name was called as well as others and I thought I would have to leave England.  But I found a substitute who was willing to take my place for a large amount of money.  I gladly paid the money, and am thankful that I was free to remain in England.  My substitute, however, was immediately put into the conflict.  A French cannon shell landed close to him and he was killed.  He was there for me, his death was counted as my death, so in the eyes of the law I am now dead and the German nation has no further claim on me.  My debt has been paid in full.”  
In that case, substitution was the act whereby one man takes the place of another man and gives his life to fight and die in the other man’s place.
That is exactly what the cross is all about!
Spurgeon used to say that his entire theology could be summarized in four words:  “He died for me.”  The word “for” implies substitution; i.e. “He died instead of me” or “He died in my place.”  

· How do most people think of the Old Testament?  As the OOOOLD Testament, history not relevant to us, different way of life that was strictly for the Jews, full of Israel and not us.  
· The Old Testament, though, is actually God’s picture book of substitution.  The #1 purpose of the Old Testament is not history, development of Israel, but to present the doctrine of substitution!  

Illustration:  W. A. Criswell always complained that he never got enough time to finish a sermon.  Guess what?  The church let him preach their next New years Eve Watch service from 8 p.m. to midnight.  They sang a few songs, had an intermission, and he preached the other three hours.  They published the sermon in a book titled “The Scarlet Thread of Redemption.”  Just as a seamstress weaves threads through her garments, so God wove the scarlet thread of redemption through the garment we call the Old Testament.  Criswell’s entire message followed the doctrine of substitution through the Old Testament and showed that the #1 theme of the Old Testament was salvation by substitution.  

Passages to read:

1. Leviticus 1:1-4.   

· “Lay your hand on its head so the LORD will accept it as your substitute, thus making atonement for you.” (NLT)
· The creatures acceptable for sacrifice were the ox, the sheep or lamb, the goat, and the turtle dove or pigeon. 
· Why them instead of an apple?  
· Because they could die!  

· Romans 6:23 says,  “the wages of sin is death!”  If your penalty is death then what is the penalty for the substitute?  Death!

· Identification – the sinner places his hand upon the substitute and transfers his sin to the substitute.  

· What did God do to Jesus on the cross?  He transferred the sins of the whole world to the cross!  

· During the Passion Celebration we placed our sins on the cross – we transferred our sins to our substitute.  

· Song records God as saying:  What Sins Are You Talking About?  I can’t remember them any more.  In the book of life they’ve all been cast out; I can’t remember them anymore!  
· Key:  Every sacrifice teaches us about substitution!    
2. Leviticus 16: 7 -10, 15, 21 – 22.  What is happening?

· (The Day of Atonement – once a year event when the sins of the nation were put away)

· Atonement – “at one ment.”  It is where God and man can be one again (at peace).    
· There are two aspects of salvation:  

· Death of the substitute.

· Removal of the sin.  

· The first goat is killed for the sins of the people.  Its blood is placed on the mercy seat (Raiders of the Lost Ark).  

· The second goat removes our sin.  Read Psalm 103:12, Micah 7:19.   
· Key:  The death removes our sin!  
3. Leviticus 14:1-7.  Same premise as above!

4. Genesis 22:7-13.  Substitution!  

5. John 18:14 – the high priest prophesied in his ignorance!  

6. Do you remember the opening illustration?  One man died in the place of another man and that man’s debt to his country was now satisfied.  

· Did you know that God sees you also as dead?  

· Read Romans 6:2, 6-8.  

· Our legal status as sinners has been ended because of the death of our substitute!  

Isaiah 53 should be titled “The Sin Bearing Substitute.”  Let’s look at it in the following way:

1. vs 4 - “He has borne or carried our griefs” - A Carrying Substitute.  

2. vs 5 - “Wounded and bruised” – A Crushed Substitute.

3. vs 6 - “God laid on Him the iniquity of us all” – A God-punished Substitute.  

4. vs 7 - “He opened not His mouth” – A Silent Substitute
5. vs 10 - “He was made an offering for sin” – A Sin-made substitute

6. vs 12 - “He was numbered with the transgressors” – A Sinner’s Substitute

7. vs 11 - “He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied” - A Rewarded Substitute.  

Do you know what salvation is?  
It is you accepting Jesus as your substitute.
Do you know what rejecting salvation is?  
It is you rejecting Jesus as your substitute!

Question:  Where is there any substitution in being saved by baptism?  Good works?  Church membership?  Read vs 1 of “Just As I Am” and identify the type of salvation pictured in this song: by works, baptism, or substitution?  

ISAIAH 53 – LESSON SIX

Handshake Question:  Where were you saved?      
Participation:  Let folks share the location of their salvation.  We have different locations but is everyone saved the same way?  Yes.  What is that way?  By believing in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  That is called the gospel.  Read I Corinthians 15:1-3.  

Have you seen the new commercials on televisions called DBR?  Someone says, “I believe...”  DBR stands for death, burial, and resurrection.  But is that the way of salvation they are teaching?  No. What are they adding?  Baptism.  They are very subtly teaching that your sins are forgiven when you are baptized.  The commercial should be DBRBB for death, burial, resurrection, believe, and baptize.  

Does anyone know which denomination is producing that commercial?  The commercial is produced by the Church of Christ.  One of the central teachings of the Church of Christ is that salvation requires baptism.  One C/C’s website said:    


You should know that by baptism:
· You are saved from sins (Mark 16:16 1 Peter 3:21) 

· You have remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 

· Sins are washed away by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; Hebrews 9:22; Hebrews 10:22; 1 Peter 3:21) 

How many of you were baptized the same day you accepted Jesus?  According to their teaching you weren’t saved until you were baptized.  

We call that teaching “baptismal regeneration” because it teaches that you are regenerated or born again in the waters of baptism!
In other words, there are no deathbed professions because that person cannot be baptized...if you accept Jesus but die before you get baptized then you would go to hell.  

There is a story, though, of a deathbed repentance in Luke 23 that gives hope to all of us who had a loved one accept Christ on his/her deathbed.
Another C/C website says:  

In the New Testament baptism precedes blessings that come from God. It comes prior to the new birth (John 3:5), salvation (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21), remission of sins (Acts 2:38), rejoicing (Acts 8:36-39), sins being washed away (Acts 22:16), the new life and freedom from sin (Romans 6:3-6), entrance into the body of Christ (12:13) and putting on Christ (Galatians 3:27). Baptism is a response to the word of God and it marks the time when we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).  As an older preacher once said, "Those truths are 'un-get-aroundable' and 'un-go-overable.'"  
With all due respect I disagree.  Let me give you two simple points:  

1. What is the greatest verse in the Bible?  (Say in unison.)  It can’t be the greatest verse in the Bible if baptism saves because John 3:16 never mentions baptism.  

2. If baptism saves then how could anyone be saved in the Old Testament?  I don’t know of a single prophet who was baptized.
How were people saved in the Old Testament?  The same way we are saved in the New Testament.  

· The Old Testament teaches that salvation comes through a substitute dying; 

· The New Testament teaches that salvation comes through a substitute dying.  

· The Old Testament does not give us the substitute’s name but it makes it very plain that God will provide a sacrifice.  

· The New Testament gives us the substitute’s name as Jesus Christ and it explains in greater detail how His death produces our salvation.  

The Old Testament’s greatest chapter explaining salvation is Isaiah 53.  

Turn and read Isaiah 53:6 – 12.       

Read vs 6 – 

· Who are the “we”?  

· Who is the “him”?

· What is iniquity?

· When was this done?  Cross.  

Key: The Old Testament saints knew that salvation was by a substitute dying for their sins.

Illustration:  A famous English preached in an English town then rushed to catch a train for London.  A sinner heard the preacher, became deeply convicted, and decided that he needed to settle the matter of his salvation.  So he followed the preacher to the train.  Just as the train pulled into the station he seized the preacher’s lapel and said, “But I want to be saved!  I must be saved!  Tell me how!”  
The preacher said, “I must catch this last train to London.  Do you have a Bible?”  The sinner said, “Yes, I have a Bible at home.”  
The minister said, “Then find Isaiah 53:6.  Now listen very closely.  When you read Isaiah 53:6 go in at the first “all” and come out at the last “all’ and you will be saved.”  The preacher stepped onto the train and the sinner went back home.  
He found Isaiah 53:6 and read it carefully.  “All we like sheep have gone astray.”  He said to himself, “I can certainly go in at the first ‘all.’  I have gone astray like a lost sheep.  I am a poor lost sinner.’  Then he read the last part of the verse.  ‘And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  
He said to himself, ‘Then if I come out at the last ‘all’ I must believe that Jesus took my place, paid for my sins, and that all my iniquities are paid for on the cross.  And if I rely upon that, I will be saved!”  So the man trusted in the Savior who carried the sin of us ALL and he was then saved.  

Is that hard to understand?  No.  And it would have been easy to understand in the Old Testament because you were sacrificing animals all the time!  You actually acted out substitution through means of a sacrifice.  

Discuss:  Let’s imagine we acted out one of the Old Testament sacrifices such as the Passover.  We brought in a lamb and we then killed it and put the blood on the doorposts.  What would be the reaction of Ashland?  Probably the same reaction that Egypt had!  Too bloody for us!  
But is the blood that makes an atonement for the soul!

What does the rest of Isaiah 53 tell us?
Read vs 7 – We find a tremendous prophecy here!  Jesus behaved at His execution like a lamb.  
Skip vs 8 but read vs 9 – We find another prophecy here!  It was common to have the bodies of such criminals cremated.  Where was Jesus buried?  Tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.  Scripture fulfilled!  

Read vs 10 – One of the big issues associated with the movie, “The Passion of Christ” was, “Who crucified Jesus?”  Isaiah answers that question by saying God the Father did it in order to satisfy His own wrath against our sin.  The Creator became our Savior!  

Read vs 11 – Will God the Father accept Jesus’ death as payment for my sin?  Yes...shall be satisfied....shall bear their iniquities...underline the word “satisfied.”  
· The devil may give you some doubts from time to time...always come back to vs 11 and the word satisfied.  
· I checked six translations to see if they had a better word and every one used “satisfied.”  
· If God is satisfied then I can be satisfied, too!

Read vs 12 – One more prophecy is given:  “numbered with the transgressors...”  Plural!  
· Luke 23:18 indicates there was a thief on the right hand and one on the left!!!  

· How did Isaiah know that 700 years before it happened?

· “all scripture is inspired by God...”  

Let’s suppose you lived in the Old Testament.  
Do you now know enough to be saved?  Yes.
You know that salvation is always through the blood!  

Salvation is never through anything except the blood!  

That’s why you never read about baptism in the Old Testament.  It is because salvation never includes baptism...it is always through the  blood.  
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