IT IS FINISHED #2

Setting:  The sign bearing the saying of Jesus for this message has already been placed on the cross.  The pastor walks up to the cross, reads the saying aloud, then asks as he turns to the congregation, “What do those words mean to me?  What do those words mean to you?”  Have the congregation turn to the text and begin reading.  

*** SHOW SLIDE 1 *** Title:  It is Finished - Part 2.   Text:  John 19:29 - 30, underline in vs 30 Jesus’ sixth statement from the cross, “It is finished.”  John 17:4, underline this phrase in vs 4, “I have finished the work which You gave Me to do.”  Matthew 20:27 - 28, underline this phrase in vs 28, “gave His life a ransom – a payment – for many.”       
What exactly does it mean to finish something?  For example, let’s suppose I say, “I finished:
1. reading a book.”  What exactly does that mean?  That means I have now completed the book.  I am now ready to begin another book.

2. watching a movie.”  What exactly does that mean?  It means the movie is now over.  It is finished.  It is time to begin something else.  

3. washing the dishes.”  (Ladies, I actually do wash the dishes from time to time.  My wife sometimes has to wash them again, but that doesn’t change the fact that I do sometimes wash the dishes.) What exactly does it mean to finish washing the dishes?  It means I have now ended that work and there are no more dishes to wash.      

So when we talk about something being finished we mean it is now:

· over, 

· ended, 

· complete, 

· done and there is nothing left to do. 

Important Question:  If God says something is:

· finished, then how can you improve it?  The answer is, you can’t improve it.  

· complete, then how can you make it more complete?  The answer is, you can’t.  

· over then how can you make it more over?  The answer is, you can’t.    

Do you know what that means? That means…

*** SHOW SLIDE 2 ***  Whatever God has done in vs 30 is totally a work of God and not a work of man!  (Participation:  Repeat this statement by having the audience read it aloud.)  Not a work of man even in the slightest!  

So verse 30 is not about you and what you have done, but it is 100% about Jesus and what He has done!

Point:  Do you remember the five people who came up to the cross just a few minutes ago?  

1. *** SHOW SLIDE 3 *** Person #1 said, “It is not finished.  You need me to add my good works.”  

2. *** SHOW SLIDE 4 *** Person #2 said, “It is not finished.  You need me to add my suffering in purgatory.”  

3. *** SHOW SLIDE 5 *** Person #3 said, “It is not finished. You need me to add my baptism.”  

4. *** SHOW SLIDE 6 *** Person #4 said, “It is not finished.  You need me to add my sincerity.”   

5. *** SHOW SLIDE 7 *** But Person #5 said, “It is finished.  Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling.”  

Key:  Which one of those five people is you?  You see, either it is finished or it is not finished…so which one of those five people is you? 

Transition:  If you are Person #1 or Person #2 or Person #3 or Person #4, then let me share with you three absolutes – three certainties - that can help you become Person #5.
*** SHOW SLIDE 8 ***  Absolute #1 - Jesus’ death finishes the righteous demands of god’s holy law. 
· What do you see when you look at the cross on the right and you look at the cross on the left?  
· You see the sentence of the law being carried out.  

· The men on the right and on the left are thieves – they have broken the righteous demands of the law and they are now paying the price.  
· They have been sentenced to death because they have stolen from others.  
· Question: Why aren’t you on the cross with them?  

· You say, “It is because they are thieves, but I am not a thief.  These men have broken laws that I have never broken.”   
· Question:  What is the difference between their crimes of thievery and your crimes of thievery?  

· You say, “Pastor, don’t insult me.  I am not a thief.”  

· My friend, I’ll bet you are.  
· Let me give you just one example.  
· Have you ever:

· Taken anything home from work that belonged at work and it never made its way back to work?  

· Illustration:  One little boy was caught stealing at school.  His father was called to the principal’s office.  The principle explained what the little boy had done.  The father then turned to the boy and said, “Why did you steal that boy’s pencil?  You know I bring plenty of pencils home from the office.”  

· Are any of you guilty of this kind of thievery?  

· I am.  Things just magically follow you home from work, don’t they?  That never get returned to work because we consider them insignificant.    
· Question:  Why then aren’t you and I on the cross along with these two thieves?  
· You say, “Pastor, it is because there is a difference in the degree of what they did and the degree of what I did...”  

· Guess what?  In the eyes of God thievery is not measured in degrees but in whether we have violated God’s divine principle of honoring someone else’s possessions!    

The truth is that in God’s eyes all of us 
ought to be on these two crosses!
because all of us are equally guilty!

· *** SHOW SLIDE 9 *** The Bible says in the book of James chapter 2 and vs 10, “The person who keeps all of God’s laws except ONE – just one - is as guilty as the person who has broken all of God’s laws.” And if you know anything at all about the holiness of God then you know that verse just sounds like God!
How then can Person #1 be right and defend himself based on his good works?  He can’t be right, because he is guilty regardless of how many good works he has done.  How about Person #2?  Person #3?  Person #4?  The answer is they can’t be right either, because they are just as guilty as the man on the right cross and the man on the left cross!  
· Key:  The fact is, the man on the:
· Right cross – that is (point at someone) you needs the man on the middle cross or you will never be accepted by God!  

· Left cross – that is (point at someone) you needs the man on the middle cross or you will never be accepted by God!    

· Why is that?  It is because Jesus Christ is the only person who has ever satisfied the righteous demands of God’s holy law!  
· God’s law does not demand 90% perfection but it demands 100% perfection and the only perfect man who ever met that standard is Jesus Christ, the Son of God!
· *** SHOW SLIDE 10 ***  The Bible says in the book of I Peter chapter 1 and vs 18 that we are redeemed – the word redeemed means purchased like you would buy something at a slave auction – that’s how the Bible pictures our sad condition  – we have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, (notice what this verse then reveals about Christ’s character) as of a Lamb without (what?) blemish and without spot or defect.”
· Governor Pontius Pilate said, “I find no fault in Him!”
· Judas Iscariot said, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.”  
· No one could ever say that about you; the only person they could ever say that about is Jesus!    
That is why the middle cross and the middle cross alone is sufficient to save your soul!  
It is because God’s law demanded an absolutely perfect sacrifice and the only man who could ever meet that demand was the Lord Jesus Christ!
Illustration:  Dr. Walter Wilson was a wonderful preacher in the middle of the 20th century.  He spoke one day on the power of Jesus Christ to save that soul nearest hell.  
A man came to him after the service and said, “I don’t agree with you at all.  I believe I am saved by good works.”  
Dr. Wilson had a very quick mind.  He put out his hand and said, “Sir, let me shake your hand.  That’s the way I am saved, too!”  
The man said, “You mean that?”  Dr. Wilson said, “Sure I mean that.  I am saved by the good works of Jesus on His cross.”  Then he explained to the man that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins and the just had to die for the unjust!”  
The man then came to an understanding that the cross and the cross alone is sufficient for salvation.  He then trusted in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection for his salvation and he was forgiven of his sin.  
Absolute #1 - Jesus’ death finishes the righteous demands of god’s holy law.  
Rest assured, you will never be able to finish God’s righteous demands on your own!  
*** SHOW SLIDE 11 ***  Absolute #2 - Jesus’ death finishes Satan’s claim to our souls. 

· Who exactly owns you?  God or the devil?  
· Illustration:  On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree just inside the cemetery fence.  One day, two boys filled up a bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts. 

One of the boys said, "One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me.” 
He dropped several of the nuts and the nuts rolled down the hill toward the fence.

Another boy came riding down the road on his bicycle.  As he passed by, he heard the voices from inside the cemetery.  He heard someone say, "One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me.” 

The boy said, "Oh, my, it's Satan and the Lord dividing the souls at the cemetery.”
He jumped back on his bike and rode off.  He went around the bend and met an old man with a cane.  The boy said, "Come here quick; you won’t believe what I just heard!  Satan and the Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up the souls.”
The two of them walked back to the fence and they listened.  Sure enough, they heard a voice say, "One for you, one for me.  One for you, one for me...”
The old man whispered, "Boy, you've been tellin’ the truth.  Let’s see if we can see the good Lord himself.”
Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, but were still unable to see anything.  The old man and the boy gripped the iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of the Lord.  

Then the voice came again.  "One for you, one for me. That's all.  Now let’s go get those nuts by the fence, and we'll be done.”
Do you know what happened?  They say the old man with the cane made it back to town five minutes before the boy on the bicycle.
Why did I tell you that?  I tell you that because everyone in this entire world has been divided up between God and the devil.

· The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 7 and vs 14 that we have been “sold under the reign of sin....sold like slaves to a higher master.” 
· What exactly happened to make us the prisoners of sin?  
a. Many years ago our first father Adam sold us out to the devil.  
b. The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 5 and vs 19, “By one man’s disobedience all became sinners.”  

i. Adam’s son Cain was born a sinner, “sold under the reign of sin...”
ii. Cain’s son was born a sinner... “sold under the reign of sin...”

iii. Six thousand years later Bill Swartzwelder’s son named Ted was born a sinner... “sold under the reign of sin...”
iv. And in 1955 Ted Swartzwelder’s son who is me was also born a sinner... “sold under the reign of sin!”
· I may have thought I was a free man, but God and the devil knew otherwise.  

a. The devil laughed at me in the rags of my sin, guilty and vile, lost and hopeless within, and said, “I have him!  He’s mine!”  
b. God, though, looked at me with tears of compassion and said, “Old devil, you may have him now but I will pay whatever it costs to take Him away from you!”  

c. The devil laughed and said, “The ransom for Tom’s soul will not be cheap because your holiness will demand a perfect sacrifice!!!” 
d. And God said, “So be it!  My Son will pay the ransom to set Tom free!”
Do you know what the true meaning of the cross is?  It is God’s Son paying the ransom to set you free from the devil and the reign of sin!
· You can’t buy that kind of freedom with your:
· good works; 
· earthly money; 
· church membership or anything else you might have, because the price of your sin is way too high!

The only payment God will accept for your soul is the sacrifice of His own Son!

· That’s exactly what Jesus meant when He said, “You shall know the truth – the truth requires a ransom for your soul that you can never pay - and the truth shall set you free!”
· *** SHOW SLIDE 12 ***  Do you remember the song from the 1970’s?  

 “In New York harbor stands a lady with her torch raised to the sky, and all who see her know she stands for Liberty, for you and me!  
*** SHOW SLIDE 13 ***  But on lonely Golgotha stands a cross with my Lord raised to the sky, And all who kneel there live forever as all the saved can testify.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 14 ***  (Sing)   Oh, the cross is my Statue of Liberty, 
It was there that my soul was set free, 
Unashamed I’ll proclaim that a rugged cross is my Statue of Liberty!
(Repeat the chorus with the audience.)  

· I don’t know about you but my Statue of Liberty is the Cross of Calvary!  
· It was there that my soul was set free!  

I ask you the question:  is the cross of Jesus Christ sufficient to pay your ransom?  You better believe it is because it pays a price you and I could never pay!
Absolute #2 - Jesus’ death finishes Satan’s claim to our souls.

*** SHOW SLIDE 15 ***  Absolute #3 - Jesus’ death finishes God’s wrath against our sin.  
· Question: did your mom and dad ever get mad at you for something you did?  How long did it take them to get over it?  

· Question:  What is the only thing that allows God to get over His own anger against you?  
· It is the cross of Jesus Christ where God made His soul an offering for your sin!
· T was there that God transferred His anger against you to His own Son!

· *** SHOW SLIDE 16 *** Listen very closely to what the Bible says.  The Bible says in the book of John 3 and verse 18, “He that believes on Jesus is not condemned; but he that believes not on Jesus is condemned ALREADY, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
· Do you choose to believe exclusively in Jesus or do you choose to believe in some other combination? 
· Would you please read the verse again and tell me, “Is there any other combination that God will accept?”  The answer is no.
· Either Jesus is sufficient for your salvation or He is not sufficient and if He is not sufficient then what other hope do we have?

· None at all!   
· *** SHOW SLIDE 17 *** Jesus said in John chapter 5 and vs 24, “Truly, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believeth on him that sent me, has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”
Illustration:  (Have a glass of milk on the pulpit to show in the first and last paragraphs of this illustration.)  

Dr. Howard Kelly was one of the most famous surgeons of his day.  He was also a devout Christian.  When he was in medical school he sold books to pay for his expenses.  

One day he was very thirsty.  He stopped at a farmhouse for a glass of water.  A girl came to the door.  

Dr. Kelly said, “I would like a glass of water.”  The girl said, “If you wish I will give you a glass of milk.”  (Act out: Show everyone the cup of milk.)  He got a glass of milk and drank it like it was the best thing he had ever tasted.  

Many years passed.  Dr. Kelly graduated from medical school and became the chief surgeon at John Hopkins.  One day a seriously ill patient was admitted to John Hopkins.  This patient was given special care and placed in a private room with a private nurse.  

The chief surgeon of that hospital spared no effort in making this patient well.  He completed the surgery and the patient began to recover.  

One day the head nurse told this patient, “You are going home tomorrow.”  

The patient was overjoyed with the news, but then she thought about the bill she was going to owe the hospital and the surgeon.  She asked the nurse if she could give her an estimated bill before she left the hospital.  The nurse said that was unusual but she contacted the right people and returned with an estimated bill.  

The bill was a mile long.  The patient saw the bill and she began to cry.  She read down the list…down the list some more…down the list even more…then she came to the very bottom of the bill and she saw where someone had handwritten a note at the bottom of the bill.  

(Act out: Show everyone the cup of milk.)  The note said, “Paid in full with one glass of milk.”

The note was signed, “Howard Kelly, M.D.” 

Guess what?  The list of my sins is longer than that woman’s hospital bill.  The list of my sins would reach from here to my home in South Point.  So would yours.  
What can wash away my sin?  Only one thing.  The blood of Jesus.

Have your sins been washed away at the cross of Jesus Christ?

Bow.

