IT IS FINISHED #2 – INTRODUCTION

Setting:  The readers enter from the back, walk onto the stage to the microphone, and face the cross.  they read their part, wait for God to respond, then shake their heads in sad disagreement before quietly returning to their seats.    God’s voice is spoken off stage.
Song:  It is Finished.  

Person #1 – No, it is not finished.  No way!  how in the world can one man’s death take care of someone else’s sins?  This makes no sense at all to me.  So there has to be something else to add to this cross and I think I know what it is.  When it’s my time to go, God will take all of my good works and weigh them; then God will take all of my bad works and weigh them.  And if my good works outweigh my bad works then God will let me go to heaven. Well, I already know how that decision will turn out.  Everyone tells me I am a good person and if anyone goes to heaven, well, they say it ought to be me.  There is no way God would let a good person like me go to hell.  I am sure thinks are OK for me.    
God’s voice answers, “For by grace are you saved through faith and that not of your own efforts.  Salvation is not by works of righteousness which you have done but by My mercy.”  
(The person shakes his/her head in disappointment 

and then returns to his/her seat.)

Person #2 – No, it is not finished.  God, I heard what that last person said and I don’t think he understands what you’re looking for.  The cross is sure important to my salvation and my going to heaven.  If it wasn’t important then I am sure you wouldn’t have let the cross happen.  But the cross isn’t enough to just take me straight into heaven.  No, I am sure I will have to pass through Purgatory when I die and that is where I will be cleansed or purged of my sins.  I hear the Bible says that nothing sinful can enter heaven.  Well, purgatory is where I will be cleansed of my sins.  Then I’ll be clean enough to enter heaven.  Based on my life, God, I don’t think I’ll have to stay very long in purgatory.  
God’s voice answers, “When I see the blood – the BLOOD – I will pass over you.  You can only be redeemed with the incorruptible blood of my Son, Jesus Christ.”     

(The person shakes his/her head in disappointment 

and then returns to his/her seat.)


Person #3 – No, it is not finished.  Not by a long shot.  God, what can wash away my sin?  I know the answer!  It’s the cross and my baptism!  Someday I’ll die and stand at the pearly gates and meet St. Peter.  Peter will ask me, “Why should I let you into heaven?” and I will answer, “It’s because I believe in the cross and my baptism!  I believe Jesus died for me and that the preacher then washed away my sin – washed away all of my sin - when he put me under the water.  Jesus washed away my sins with the waters of the baptistery and I am now ready to enter heaven.  Through the waters of baptism I have now become a child of god!  So, Peter, move out of the way, because I have been baptized!
God’s voice says, “Your works are as filthy rags in the sight of God.  Depart from me, I never knew you.”   

(The person shakes his/her head in disappointment 

and then returns to his/her seat.)

Person #4 – No, it is not finished.  God, let me tell you what I have done.  I have covered all of the bases.  I have done what the Methodists say, what the Pentecostals say, what the Catholics say, what the Mormons say...I have been in every church in town and I am convinced that all of them are right enough that you won’t care about the little differences.  After all, you know that old saying of how all the paths in the barnyard lead back to the barn.  Well,  the same is true about all of these religions.  All of them lead us back to you.  The key is not being right about everything – who cares if one religion has one way of salvation but another religion has another way?  All that matters is in us being sincere in what we believe.  Sincerity is what really counts.  And I sure am sincere in wanting to go to heaven.   So God, what do you think?  Is my sincerity enough?   
God’s voice says, “Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to me except through Jesus.” 
Person Responds:  But, God I am sincere!

God’s voice says, “No one comes to me except through Jesus for there is no other name under heaven whereby you must be saved except the name of jesus.” 

(The person shakes his/her head in disappointment 

and then returns to his/her seat.)
Person #5 – (Comes and kneels before the cross.)  “God, I am not like these other people.  They say they aren’t bad sinners and they can help You save their souls by what they do.  Maybe they’re not bad sinners, but I have to admit that I am.  Maybe one of the worst.  I can’t add anything to what Jesus has done.  I can’t bring you anything except my sins.  Dear Jesus, would you be merciful to a sinner like me?  I know I can’t save myself – So I am now coming to you, just as I am, without one plea on my own behalf...But I have heard you bid me come to you and Jesus, I am now coming and giving to you my sins, my heart, my future, my soul...I am asking you to forgive me of my sins because I believe you died for me and you are my only way of forgiveness...I ask you to cleanse my heart and change my life.  I now put my trust for today and for eternity in you.  Will you now accept me and forgive me?”
God’s voice says, “The one who comes to jesus I will in no way cast out or reject.  But to everyone who accepts Jesus and believes in him I will give the right to become children of God.   You do not become my children in any human way—by any human parents or human desire. You must be born of God.  I now forgive you and make you one of my children.” 

returns to seat. 
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