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Script dated 7/06/2006  
PATRIOTIC SERVICE

“In Honor Of The Greatest Generation”

DONE.  Rope off: (Sharon Bell will do this.)

· First six rows in the piano section.  Rows 4 – 6 will be used by the choir. 

· First five rows on the organ side for the Children’s Church.  

Video:  See if ______ can film the program.  Film from the elevated section directly under the balcony.  

DONE.  Choir Songs:  

· Which songs and where to place them?

· Does the choir march in?  

DONE.  Veterans’ lists – begin this on June 25 and continue it on July 2.  This will provide one week to transfer the data to PowerPoint.

DONE.  Slide Show - Develop a slide show containing pictures of everyone in Pollard who is a member of the Greatest Generation.  Include also pictures of all folks born 1911 – 1924.  Allow 4 pictures per family…and include the four pics on one slide.  Show these pictures as part of the grand finale.  

DONE.  Props:  

· Pulpit is gone.  

· Do we have a flag of sufficient size to stretch across or hang down from within the baptistery?  Yes.  Tianne has one.  The curtain to the baptistery will be pulled and the flag will be extended for the entire service.  

· The flag stand is on the platform next to the piano.

DONE.  Announcements:  promote VBS.  

· The bulletin includes the schedule of today’s program.  

· All of the veterans need to go through the rear doors at the end of scene 10.  This includes any veterans who may be visiting today.

· Feel free to move around and take pictures.  

*** SHOW MUSIC SLIDES *** from SongSelect.  Pastor Tom will direct the music since Doug will be practicing with the choir.  

CRITICAL:  BEGIN ANNOUNCEMENTS AT 10:30 AND THE SERVICE AT 10:35 a.m.  THIS IS A LONG PROGRAM.  (We will skip the birthdays, anniversaries, and Sunday School report until next week.)  

Congregational Song -  “Revive Us Again” – all verses.  

Assemble the children immediately after this song. It will take time to pass out the bells, etc.   

GREETING:  OUR FAMOUS 7 PERSON HANDSHAKE!

(Receive the offering.  Have a veteran lead in this prayer.  The congregation is then seated.  Bring up the children as the offering is received.)

*** SHOW SLIDE 1 of 2006 Patriotic Program – In Honor Of The Greatest Generation.  
Pastor:  We now present this tribute to America titled:  “In Honor Of The Greatest Generation.”  
Goal:  Begin the actual program at 10:50 a.m.  

SCENE ONE 
"HONOR FROM OUR CHILDREN”

*** SHOW SLIDE 2 *** 
Presentation by the Children’s Handbell Choir.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 3 as soon as the children finish. *** 

SCENE TWO
"A FLAG AND A RUSTY GUN"

*** SHOW SLIDE 3 as soon as the children finish. *** 
(Setting: Microphone stand on the floor for the commander.  Speaker stand on the platform with a microphone is facing the audience.)
*** WHEN THE NARRATOR BEGINS READING, BEGIN THE SLIDE SHOW TITLED “AMERICAN FLAG SLIDE SHOW” –  MANUALLY ALLOCATE 10 SECONDS FOR EACH SLIDE.  LEAVE UP THE FINAL SLIDE UNTIL THE SPEAKER FINISHES.  If the speaker finishes before the last slide, stop the slide show and move on.***  
A Flag And A Rusty Gun
Read by Jim Carter (Confirmed)
A protest raged on a courthouse lawn, 
Round a makeshift stage as they charged on. 
Fifteen hundred or more they say, 
Had come to burn a Flag that day. 

A boy held up the folded Flag, 
Cursed it, and called it a dirty rag. 
An OLD MAN pushed through the angry crowd, 
With a rusty shotgun shouldered proud. 

His uniform jacket was old and tight, 
He had polished each button, shiny and bright. 
He crossed that stage with a soldier's grace, 
Til he and the boy stood face to face. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH; the OLD MAN said, 
Is worth dying for and good men are dead, 
So you can stand on this courthouse lawn, 
And talk us down from dusk to dawn, 
But before any Flag gets burned today, 
This OLD MAN'S GOING TO HAVE HIS SAY!! 

My father died on a foreign shore, 
In a war they said would end all war. 
But Tommy and I wasn't even full grown, 
Before we fought in a war of our own. 

And Tommy died on Iwo Jima's beach, 
In the shadow of a hill he couldn't quite reach 
Where five good men raised this Flag so high, 
That the ENTIRE WORLD COULD SEE IT FLY. 

I got this bum leg that I still drag, 
Fighting for this same old Flag. 
Now there's just one shot in this old gun, 
So now it's time to decide which one, 

Which one of you will follow our lead, 
To stand and die for what you believe? 
For as sure as there is a rising sun, 
You'll burn yourself before this Flag burns, son. 

Now the riot just never came to pass. 
The crowd got quiet and that can of gas, 
Got set aside as they walked away 
To talk about what they heard this day. 

And the boy who had called it a dirty rag, 
Handed the OLD SOLDIER the folded Flag. 
So the battle of the Flag this day was won 
By a tired OLD SOLDIER with a rusty gun, 
Who for one last time, had to show to some, 
THIS FLAG MAY FADE, BUT THE COLORS DON'T RUN. 

Author Unknown

(Reader exits to his seat.)

SCENE THREE 
"WE STILL HONOR OUR FLAG"
*** SHOW SLIDE 4 OF THIS SCENE until choir begins singing. At that time, switch to SLIDES 5, 6, AND 7, “America the Beautiful.”  Continue through the song as normal. ***  
(Setting: Microphone stand on the floor for the commander.  Speaker stand on the platform with a microphone is facing the audience.)

LED BY DOUG THE CHOIR ENTERS DOWN THE PIANO AISLE SINGING America the Beautiful  (Verses 1, 2, 4)  and moves into the front rows of the congregation, piano side (congregation is seated but choir remains standing).  As Doug arrives at the front, Doug begins directing the congregation and has the congregation join in. At the beginning of the last verse, three veterans enter down the piano aisle with the flag. The flag is placed on the platform for all to see.  Upon completing the song the choir is seated and the veterans remain at the front.

COMMANDER OF VETERANS JACK WHITT (confirmed):  ATTENTION!!!!  (Veterans come to attention)

COMMANDER TO CONGREGATION: WOULD YOU PLEASE RISE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA?

*** SHOW SLIDE 8 *** 

(All stand - pledge is recited by all as commander leads)

SONG: STAR SPANGLED-BANNER (Elizabeth Swartzwelder – NOT CONFIRMED).  Elizabeth will sing from the platform.  

(Veterans depart - congregation is seated.)

*** SHOW SLIDE 9 as soon as Elizabeth finishes her song. *** 
SCENE FOUR 
THE GREATEST GENERATION – 1911-1924

*** SHOW SLIDE NINE ***
(Setting: speaker stand on the platform with a microphone.)

NARRATOR (Jerry Fraser - confirmed):  The Greatest Generation is a term sometimes used to denote the younger half of what is often referred to as the G.I. Generation. The term is derived from the title of a best-selling book by Tom Brokaw and is generally assumed to mean those born in the United States from about 1911 through 1924.
The Greatest Generation is a title given to that generation which came of age during two of America’s greatest struggles: struggle number 1 was those days known as the Great Depression: days of bank failures, food lines, and dust bowls.

Struggle number 2 was the most awful war known to modern day man: World War 2 – a time when our nation was stretched to the limit in not one but two wars: one in Europe against Nazi Germany and Italy, a second war in the Pacific Ocean against Japan, but our country and the other Allies ultimately prevailed.  
The Greatest Generation went on to give birth to many of us…to us who are called Baby Boomers.  It is somewhat ironic that the children of the Greatest Generation later grew up and challenged their parents’ authority…who can forget the turbulent 1960s and early 1970s, especially the issue of the Vietnam War.
The Greatest Generation fought during World War II and many again went back to serve our country during the Korean War.  This generation then went on to rebuild the world's industries in the following years.
Members of the Greatest Generation held the office of President of the United States continuously from 1969 until 1993.  This included Presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan and George Herbert Walker Bush.
We honor today those of you who are members of what is commonly called the Greatest Generation…rarely has a country asked for so much from a generation, but even so you gave and you gave and you are still giving today…teaching us how to live, teaching us how to sacrifice, teaching us also how to endure.  

We honor you today from the bottom of our hearts.  May God bless each one of you.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 10 for 20 seconds then begin playing the dvd.  This has sound also.)  Slide shows a pic of Red and his dates as part of the Greatest Generation.  
Richard Bernard "Red" Skelton (July 18, 1913 – September 17, 1997) was an American comedian whose greatest impact — in a career which began as a teen circus clown and graduated to vaudeville, Broadway, MGM films, and radio — began when he reached television stardom with The Red Skelton Show (NBC, 1951–1952, CBS, 1953–1970; NBC, 1970–1971).
SCENE FIVE
“RED SKELTON:  

WHAT THE PLEDGE REALLY MEANS”
Show the dvd of Red Skelton explaining the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Setting:  stage is cleared except for what Heather & Brandon want.  They will handle this.)

SCENE SIX
A MODERN DAY NOAH'S ARK

*** SHOW SLIDE 11 ***  Slide of Noah’s ark with the woodpeckers.)
HEATHER AND BRANDON (confirmed) ARE ORGANIZING THIS SCENE.  
(Setting:  stage is cleared except for what H & B want.  They will handle this.)

NARRATOR:  All of us know that we need a government to watch out for us; we need labor unions, free enterprise, and the courts to keep us from being owned by the government or by business or even by each other.  But sometimes things go a little too far.  

You probably are not aware of this but in January of this year, the Lord came to a descendent of Noah who just happened to also be named Noah.  This Noah was now living in the United States.  (Noah walks on stage and waves at everyone.)  This Noah had a wife called Noah’s wife (she walks on stage and waves at everyone).  This Noah had a kid called Noah’s Kid #1, another kid called Noah’s Kid #2, and so on.  (The kids walk on stage and wave at everyone.)  God came to this modern day Noah in January of this year and said, 

GOD (off-stage):  "Once again, just like it happened with your ancestor six thousand years ago, the earth has become wicked and over-populated and I see the end of all flesh before me.  It is time for you to build another Ark and save two of every living thing along with a few good people.  Here are the blueprints you’ll need to build an ark."  

DROP THE BLUEPRINTS OUT OF THE BALCONY NEAR THE PIANO – INDIVIDUAL PAPERS FLUTTER TO THE FLOOR.

GOD:  Noah, you will build this ark like your great, great, great, great, great, great, great, and add 100 more greats to the list…grandpa.  You have six months to build the Ark before I start a rain that will last 40 days and 40 nights.

NOAH’S WIFE:  God, He can’t even build a dog house, let alone an ark as big as the Titanic or the Poseidon.  Maybe you ought to put me in charge!

GOD:  Six months.

CHILD #1:  Do we get an expense account for some Craftsman tools?   

CHILD #2 – How about some X-men dvd’s during lunch break?   

GOD:  Six months, Noah.  I suggest that all of you get to work with what you have.  

(Actors bow their heads to allow the passage of time.  If possible, let Noah add a false beard in front of the audience at this time.)

NARRATOR:  Six months later…six months later Noah has grown a beard – it’s not much of a beard but it is a beard – but as I look around I can see that not much else has happened.  And it is now time for the flood to begin…but I see no ark.  Oh, oh, here comes God…I don’t think God will like what He sees.  

(Noah rubs his eyes like he is crying.)

GOD (loudly):  Noah!  I'm about to start the rain. Where is the Ark that I commanded you to build?  

NOAH:  Forgive me, Lord, but things have changed since great grandpappy Noah the 1st built his ark.  This is 2006 – not 2,000 B.C.  A lot has changed in the last 4,000 years.  And we’re now living in America – not the Middle East.

GOD:  What in the universe does that mean?  

NOAH:  Well first, I need a building permit.  I've been arguing with the city inspector.  He claims I need a sprinkler system for my ark.  Can you imagine the cost of adding a sprinkler system?  Second, my neighbors claim that I've violated the neighborhood zoning laws by building the Ark in my front yard and exceeding the height limitations.  We have to go to the Development Appeal Board for a decision. 

GOD:  Go on.  What else?  

NOAH:  The Department of Transportation demanded a bond be posted to cover the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead obstructions.  

GOD:  Why do we need to do that?

NOAH:  So the authorities could clear a passage for the Ark to be moved to the ocean. I argued that the ocean would be coming to us, but they would hear nothing of it.  On top of that, getting the wood was another problem.  There's a ban on cutting local trees in order to save the spotted owl.  I tried to convince the environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls. But, no go!

WIFE:  When I started gathering the animals, I got sued by an animal rights group.  They insisted that I was confining wild animals against their will. They argued the accommodations were too restrictive - that it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a confined space. 

CHILD 1:  Then the Environmental Protection Agency showed up.  They’re the guys in the funny hats that take soil samples.  They ruled that we couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an environmental impact study on your proposed flood. 

CHILD 2:  We’re still trying to resolve a complaint with the Human Rights Commission on how many minorities we’re supposed to hire for our building crew.  Before this is all finished, I’ll probably have to take a Nail Pulling Class!   Abandoned nails may be a problem, too!  

NOAH:  Also, the trade unions say I can't use my own children.  The unions insist I have to hire only Union workers with Ark building experience. 

WIFE:  To make matters worse, the IRS seized all our assets.  They claim we’re trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species. 

NOAH:  So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least ten years for me to finish this Ark in modern day America.  

NARRATOR:  Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow stretched across the sky. Noah looked up in wonder and asked, 

NOAH:  God, does this mean You're not going to destroy the world?

GOD:  That’s exactly what it means. I will not destroy the world.  You see, the world has already beat me to it.

(Return to seats.)
SCENE SEVEN 
“TESTIMONIALS”
*** SHOW SLIDE 12 ***  

(Setting: One microphone and speaking stand on the stage.) 
Three testimonials each of approximately three minutes length will be shared with the audience.  These testimonials are presented by Bill Adams, Ruth Swartzwelder, and Jeff Riggle.  
CHOIR SINGS _________________.  
SCENE EIGHT
"GOOD, CLEAN FUN”
*** SHOW SLIDE 13 ***  

(Setting: One microphone and speaking stand on the stage.) 

Sharon Bell:  What did the greatest generation do before they had a telephone?”  To be honest, I was ___ years old before we got a telephone in my home.  What did people do before we got a telephone?  I learned how to carry on a conversation…to listen…to think…and to learn.     
I am not part of the Greatest Generation.  I am actually a Baby Boomer but I remember when they invented the television…and the washer and dryer…and in-door plumbing…and air conditioning and the computer.
You may not be as old as the Greatest Generation but I think you would agree with me that in the old days we at least had clean comedy.  Today’s television uses bathroom jokes to get people to laugh.  Don Knotts and Andy Griffith, Uncle Miltie – that was Milton Berle – Jack Benny, (list others) never used a four letter word, never told a filthy joke and the people still laughed…come to think of it, modern day people still laugh at those shows.    
We also had a good imagination.  You younger folk have Star Wars with all kinds of computer graphics…that leaves little for the imagination because you can now see everything on a movie screen.  

But back in the 1930’s folk only the radio…radio programs where you enjoyed using your imagination.  Every time a door squeaked you got up a little closer to the radio.  Then came the gun shot and you jumped off the floor!  In those days we all knew the famous question, “Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men?  What was the answer?  The Shadow knows!”  Superman and Batman may be big today but the Shadow was even bigger in the 1930’s.  
We didn’t have comic books back then either.  We had pulp magazines…entire books like this one that were sold like a magazine.  

(Pastor will bring a copy to show.)
We also had values in the old days.  We didn’t have much in the way of clothes but we did know the difference between right and wrong.  We believed in God, believed in the Bible, believed in our country, believed in working hard and building a home.  
One thing we did not have was this thing called modern math or sex education (we called it the birds and the bees and we were a lot safer back then than people are today).  
We didn’t have a lot of things but we did have common sense to make up for our lack of education.  

And, above all, we knew how to have fun…oh, we knew how to have fun!  
Let me give you a classic example of how we had fun.  Let me introduce you to the two greatest educators of my day, MA AND PA KETTLE.  
(Show the video)
SCENE NINE
THIS LAND IS MY LAND!

*** SHOW SLIDE 14 *** 

Setting:  Need four stools for the folks to sit on.  Alex can move the microphone stand to where he needs it to be.  He may need music stand as well as the microphone.  Other vocalists can use the remaining microphone stand.    

(The choir will present this scene.  They are dressed in hayseed clothes.  They come into the auditorium in installments during different verses.)  

*** SHOW SLIDE 15 when Alex enters from back stage. *** (Note:  Slide is of the flag in the shape of the USA.) (Alex enters with his guitar, points to the screen.)  WOW!  This is a big country, isn’t it?  I wonder, does anyone know how many states are in this country called the USA?  

Audience:  Fifty!  

Alex:  WOW!  It’s such a big country.  Does anyone know how many square miles are in this country?  

(Someone answers from the back as walks to the front.)  I know!  It’s 3 million, 718 thousand, 711 square miles. 

Alex:  How did you know that?  
Person:  I thought everyone knew that!
Alex:  Does anyone know how many people live in this country?  

(Someone answers from the back of the auditorium)  I know!  It’s 298 million, 217 thousand, 295.
Alex:  How did you know that?  
Person:  I thought everyone knew that!    

Alex:  I’ve got a question you won’t know.  Does anyone know how many McDonald’s are in this country?  

(Someone answers from the back.)  I know!  There are 12,500 McDonald’s in this country.  That’s one McDonald’s for every 25,000 of us…but praise the Lord!  We have more than that in Ashland!    

Alex:  How did you know that?  

Person:  I thought everyone knew that!  

(Alex is seated at the front, perhaps on a stool, and the others are seated around him on stools.)  
Alex:  I have a song I would like to teach you.  We’ll sing it real slow at first and see if any of you know this.  
Alex leads them in the chorus but very slowly.

Alex sings chorus then stops and scratches his head.
Alex:  There’s one more thing that’s bothering me.  Does anyone know how many mosquitos are in this country?  
(REST OF THE GROUP YELLS FROM THE BACK.  “THAT’S EASY.  ONE TOO MANY!”  (GIVE THE ANSWER AND WALK TO THE FRONT, SINGING THE CHORUS AS THEY WALK UP.)  


(Note: CHOIR can be used as a stand-in for Journey.)

*** SHOW SLIDE 16 *** Sing the entire song at regular tempo…figure out the arrangement of the song…have everyone stand on the final verse.  Clapping hands.    
Verse possibilities:  

1. Ebet
2. Unknown perhaps adult trio.
3. Teen trio
SCENE TEN

WE HONOR THOSE AMONG US!

*** SHOW SLIDE 17 *** 

Setting:  Leave the previous scene unchanged.   
Present a certificate to all present born during 1911-1924.  If we have folks from prior generations, then recognize them also and present them a certificate at a later date.  
Be sure to get a picture of them!  
SCENE ELEVEN
"WAR…AND THOSE WHO GAVE"

*** SHOW SLIDE 18 *** 

Setting: All lights go off.  A spotlight is placed on center stage for the narrator.  The spotlight is turned off when the narrator finishes.  Note: prearrange the spotlight’s position so it can simply be switched on.
Narrator (Erica Brown):  The Bible says in Romans chapter 5, “we rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance, 
endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope.”  (HCSB)  The Greatest Generation faced much affliction…it could have wilted away under such affliction but it endured.  
May we never forget the food lines throughout our cities during the days of the Great Depression.  One area resident said, “Don’t fix me corn bread to eat nowadays.  Cornbread is all we had to eat during the depression and I do not want to be reminded of that.”  

May we never forget those telegrams during World War 2 that brought so much agony to so many of our neighborhoods.  One Tri-State woman told about the day her family received word that her brother had perished in the Battle of the Bulge.  Her brother was not even brought home.  You see, the casualties were too many for the military to bring all of them home.  Her brother was buried in that forest where he died…a place that his family never knew and never saw.  The same news was endured throughout America…a war where an agonizing 400,000 of our youngest and our bravest and our best never came home.  

But endurance produced proven character in that generation…
I wonder if the same can be said of my own generation or the new generations now coming up.  Will we be able to endure such hardship?  Such pain?  Such misery?  Such disappointment?  Or will we fail and the world then fail because we have failed?

I am reminded of the words of George Herbert Walker Bush when he said, “America must lead – it absolutely must lead - because only America can lead.”  

May God bless the USA so that we can truly lead in the years ahead…may God bless us with His wisdom…with His strength…with His patience until King Jesus comes again.   

(Reader returns to seat.)

Song: God Bless The USA (Ladies’ quartet)
 *** SHOW SLIDE 19 *** ALL VETERANS EXIT TO THE 
VESTIBULE AT THIS TIME. ***

SCENE TWELVE

WHICH ONE IS THE GREATEST GENERATION?
By Barbara J. Stock 
May 30, 2004
*** SHOW SLIDE 20 ***
(Setting: Two microphones and two speaking stands on the stage.  Position them near the organ and the piano.  Readers are Larry and Leona Brown.) 

#1:  Can my generation ever repay the sacrifices made by our parents and grandparents? Yes, and no.

#2:  We baby-boomers can never completely understand the suffering our grandparents and parents endured during the Great Depression. Trying to feed their families anyway they could, men would sweep the streets and clean toilets. They would do anything they had to do to buy milk or bread for their children. Yet, through these troubled times, the crime rate was low, dispelling the notion that poverty is the cause of crime. Never had so many Americans felt poverty like that experienced in the years leading up to World War II.

#1:  The stock market crash of 1929 set off a chain of world events that would not correct itself for nearly two decades or one entire generation. America was so intent on pulling itself out of the depression that many did not see nor admit to the gathering warnings of war from Europe.

#2:  December 7, 1941, the day that would indeed live in infamy, changed everything. There are few days in American history that are remembered as vividly as December 7, 1941. That was the day that America grew up. That was the day that Americans put aside their own wants and needs and pulled together to face an enemy that stood diametrically opposed to everything this country held close to their hearts and had engrained in their souls.

#1:  Is the World War II generation the "greatest generation?" These WWII heroes say no, they are not. There is great wisdom in those few words. Is there a "greatest generation" or is every generation the greatest?

#2:  Our founding fathers saw greatness in this fledgling country and that generation fought and died for their freedom — and for ours. That generation gave us the chance to fulfill our destiny. It was up to succeeding generations to see that it happened. The torch was passed.

#1:  There have been 12 generations in the 228 years since America severed the ties with an oppressive ruler and took the first, uncertain step towards an unknown future. The first generation of Americans was willing to give up life, limb, and property to be free.

#2:  Each succeeding generation had hurtles to overcome. Each generation was successful.

#1:  America's fourth generation had perhaps the greatest challenge of all. It was asked to keep America united. This challenge was made even more painful because demons from within had divided the country. "...but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came." So said Abraham Lincoln in his second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865. The scars on that generation ran deep, but it survived, endured, and grew. More Americans died in the Civil War than in all American wars combined.

#2:  Our seventh generation went to Europe and fought in trenches and flew bi-wing airplanes made of paper and wood. World War I, the War to end all Wars, sadly, did not teach the world that tyranny and oppression cannot stand. Some still do not understand that the human spirit must be free.

#1:  One generation later, Americans once again heard the drum-beat of war. As every generation before them, they answered the call. Woefully unprepared for war, Americans united, sacrificed, and died not only to keep America free, but to give the nations of the world the chance to be free. Foreign soil became the final resting place for 400,000 Americans from 1941 to 1945. Those men and women did not die in vain. Those who survived shun the title of the "greatest generation." "We had a job to do and we did it." These great Americans have said. The eighth generation did a superb job, and we, and the succeeding generations, are grateful.

#2:  The WWII generation accepted the torch of freedom handed to them with love and that torch was protected by the souls of all those who had given their lives and from previous generations of Americans who gave their sons, daughters, fathers, brothers, and husbands to keep America free.

#1:  The Korean War generation; the Vietnam War generation and the Gulf War generation passed the torch of freedom from father to son.

#2:  Once again the winds of war are upon us. The twelfth generation of Americans is fighting radical Islamic terrorists who claim no country, have no set borders, and wear no uniform. The goal of radical Islam is no different than America's previous enemies. Terrorists use different tactics however. Attacking and killing the innocent is the weapon of choice. Children are targets; babies are targets and all is justified because it is radical Islam's belief that Islam is destined to be the supreme rulers of world. This religious terrorist believes he has God's will and power on his side just as most of our enemies before him have believed.

#1:  December 7, 1941, heralded the beginning of World War II. September 11, 2001 marked the beginning of World War III. That was the day America woke up. This enemy hides in the shadows, covers its face, and evokes the name of God as he murders.

#2:  The words of "God Bless America" come to mind. "God bless America, land that I love, stand beside her and guide her through the night with a light from above." May God protect and guide this "greatest generation" as he has all the generations that have become before it. May God embrace those that make the ultimate sacrifice and shield those still in harm's way from danger for they are the parents of the next "greatest generation" of Americans who will stand ready to protect this great country from enemies still unknown.

#1:  That is how we will repay all the generations that have come before us. Americans yet unborn will grow and stand ready to accept the torch handed down to them with great love and held high through great sacrifice.
(Readers return to their seats.)

SCENE THIRTEEN
"Honoring Our Veterans”

(Setting:  
1. (LIGHTING:  All of the chandeliers are turned all the way down.  The veterans enter down the piano aisle.)
2. Place one microphone/reading stand on floor level (piano side) to be used for the commander.  Have a second stand for the pastor on the platform.)

Music:  After the narrators finish the previous scene, the organist/pianist now plays the first verse from “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”   Please repeat the chorus until all of the veterans have lined across the front.  Then stop...total silence as the slides are viewed.)
Veterans:  Veterans enter as the music begins.  (Note:  Sharon must know how many veterans go left and right so there is no confusion at the front.  Suggestion:  Give them a note with the letter R and L on the note to indicate their direction.  The veterans will make a line across the front of the church.)  

(PROJECTOR CREW:  As soon as you see the first veteran moving down the aisle to the front, please begin the slide presentation titled “Grand Finale.”  The slide show include pictures presented by the church members as well as depression/war pictures.  This slide show is on a timer so it will run until it is finished.  It will finish with a black slide.  You will then need to immediately switch to the file “2006 List of Veterans.”)

COMMANDER (Jack Whitt) TO PASTOR:   BROTHER PASTOR, IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE FOR ME TO SERVE THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  I HOLD IN MY HAND THE ROLL OF THOSE OF OUR CHURCH NUMBER PLUS THEIR RELATIVES AND LOVED ONES WHO HAVE SERVED THE FLAG AND SERVED IT GALLANTLY THROUGH THESE MANY YEARS.  IT IS WITH GREAT HONOR THAT I NOW PRESENT THIS LIST TO YOU.  ATTENTION!!!

(All of the soldiers come to attention facing the flag as the pastor takes the list – the pastor will pause and allow the commander to put the men at ease.)

INSTRUCTIONS:  

1. Projection Room:  Begin the file titled 2006 List of Veterans.  Names are displayed on the screen.  This slide show is on a timer.)
2. Music:  Two stages:
a. Sound Room:  Play Tracks one and Two on the cd titled “On This Day.”  These tracks total three minutes and four seconds.  
b. Linda will wait until the female singing Track Two finishes then, if necessary, begin playing the chorus of “Battle Hymn of the Republic” until the slide show is finished.  See Pastor T during the practice to determine if this step is still necessary.  It will depend upon how many slides we need to display the names.   

(Upon completion of the slide show: )

Pastor:  IT IS THESE WHO HAVE PLEDGED THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THIS FLAG - WHO HAVE FOUGHT TO KEEP US FREE.  SOME HAVE FOUGHT AND SUFFERED; OTHERS HAVE FOUGHT AND DIED.  AS WE HAVE ALL LEARNED TODAY, THERE IS A COST TO FREEDOM.  IT IS TO THEM THAT WE PAY THIS SPECIAL TRIBUTE.

(Prayer of thanksgiving by one of the veterans (___________).

*** SHOW SLIDES From SongSelect for “Battle Hymn of the Republic” (Try to use both the piano and organ.  Verses 1, 2, and 4 – the last chorus is sung without instruments.  As we sing the veterans move to the doors to be recognized by the congregation as the congregation departs.)

PROJECTION:  We will not close with “The Family of God.”  I suggest showing “A Tribute to Those Who Served” again.  Some will linger at the display tables, etc.  Others will wish to see what they missed on the screen.  Use your own discretion 
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