IF YOUR SOUL IS RUNNING ON EMPTY

Have you ever run out of gasoline?   I was somewhere around six years old when this happened and it scared me so much I have never forgotten it.  

One day Mom talked Grandma Bill – her real name was Olivia but everyone called her Grandma Bill – into driving us into Ironton.  Grandma picked us up, mom sat in the front seat, and my brother and I sat in the back seat.  

One of the first things I noticed was that the fuel gauge was showing empty.  We were five miles from Ironton.  I told Grandma that she needed to buy some gasoline or we would never make it to town.  Grandma said, “Tommy, I will take care of it.”  

So we came to the first gasoline station and I thought to myself, “Grandma will get gasoline now.”  But do you know what she did?  She drove right past it!  

We came to the second gasoline station and I thought to myself, “Grandma will get gasoline now.”  But do you know what she did?  She drove right past it!

We finally made it to Ironton and started driving down the city streets.  I said, “Grandma, we’re almost out of gas.”  She said, “I know, Tommy.  I’ll get gasoline in a few minutes.”

Do you know what she did?  She would stop at a red light and turn off the motor to save gasoline.  I was scared to death that the car wouldn’t start again.  She made it to the next red light and turned off the motor again!  By this time all of us were begging Grandma to stop at the next service station and buy some gasoline.  

Sure enough, she finally gave in.  Grandma pulled in to the next service station and do you know how much gasoline she bought?  One dollar!  One measly dollar!  Just enough to get us back home and then it was the next driver’s problem as to how he was going to get where he wanted to go!  

I have made a great discovery in my life and do you know what it is?  There is only so far you can go when the fuel gauge is on empty…have you figured that out?  

Likewise, there is only so far you can go when your own soul is running on empty…

Title:  If Your Soul Is Running On Empty.  Text:  John 7:37-39.  Let’s read the text in unison.  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

I want you to notice how verse 37 begins!  It says, “In the last day – this means it is the eighth day of this enormous religious feast – the very last day of the Feast of Tabernacles.’”
This is one of the most religious feasts in Jewish history.  It celebrates that time when Israel was on its way from the slavery of Egypt to the freedom of the promised land.  During this time Israel did not have houses to live in so they lived in tabernacles or tents or booths.  

They lived like the Indians of the Old West…the Indians would set up their teepee’s for a while then eventually take them down and move on to another location.

This is what Israel did, too.  God gave Israel this feast so that they would never forget how God took care of them when they did not have a home of their own!   So this feast is a time of remembrance – remembering how God takes care of His people!

Everyone has come to this religious feast – they have come by the tens of thousands – they are studying the Bible, remembering how God provided for them in the wilderness, praying and acting “spiritual” and supposedly having their souls fed.  
And after seven days of doing all of that you would think that these people were filled to the brim with God!  Surely they are so filled that they cannot hold any more!  

But it is then that Jesus cries out with a loud voice and says, “Hey, all of you who are religious 365 days a year!  Hey, all of you who don’t care anything at all about religion but you are here just for the food!  If any of you truly has a thirst then come to Me and drink.”  

It would be like us having an eight day revival – we bring in the president of the Southern Baptist Convention to do the preaching;  we bring in Greater Vision or Gold City to do the music; we have all-day Bible conferences, women’s conferences, missions’ conferences; people come from a great distance and pitch their tents on the parking lot; the lights never go off and then just when everyone is ready to go home – just when everyone is supposedly filled to the brim and can’t hold any more it is then that Jesus walks to the front and says, “All of this has been really nice but there’s something more important than anything you have done this far.  If any man thirsts, let him come to Me – to Me - and drink.”  

Do you know what Jesus is saying?  I can have church, I can have singing, I can have handshakes and preaching and meals and yet never have the need of my soul met because what I most need is not religion but Jesus!  

The truth is we can become so busy for Jesus that we do not take the time to stop and drink from Jesus and satisfy the thirst of our inner man!  

Let me share with you three revelations which you need to understand about yourself.  

Revelation #1 – I am a being consisting of two parts: material (body) and immaterial (spirit and soul).  

The reason this is so important is because we need to understand what motivates us.  Genesis 2:7 says, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  Notice the body, though, already existed… “formed man of the dust of the ground!”  But there is no life unless there is also a soul in that body!  
What is the soul?  The soul is the real you!  We recognize you through your body (outward appearance) but you could have a face-lift, totally change your appearance through cosmetic surgery so we could not recognize you but you would still be you down deep in your soul!  
I have conducted many funerals in my ministry.  Every funeral is the same.  Here lies the body but where is the soul?  

A patient went to the hospital for a very serious operation.  When he woke up he found himself in a room with all the blinds drawn and he could not see outside the building.  He asked the doctor, "Why are all the blinds closed?" 

The doctor answered, "They're fighting a huge fire across the street, the flames are shooting higher than our building, and we didn’t want you to wake up and think the operation had failed.”  Some shock!

Do you know why the doctor could say that?  It is because you consist of two parts: material (body) and immaterial (soul and spirit).  

Now listen:  Your body is only temporary, but your soul is eternal 
and it will live somewhere forever!  So which do you think Jesus emphasized the most in His own teachings?  The needs of the temporary body or the needs of the eternal soul?

Notice which one Jesus chose to emphasize.  “What will a man give in exchange for his own soul?”  Matthew 16:26  “This night your soul shall be required from you then who will inherit all of your possessions?”  Luke 12:20  “Do not fear those who are able to kill the body but cannot kill the soul!”  Matthew 10:28.  

Do you know what the problem is with 99% of the people in this county?  They are more interested in taking care of their outward, fleshly needs than their inward, spiritual needs!  So there they go driving the big cars, having the big jobs, owning everything there is to own, and yet they are totally empty on the inside! 
They have forgotten that the most important needs they have are the spiritual needs of their own soul!
It has been said that, “No matter how much we accumulate it seems we never have enough.  The more we have, the more we want.”  
Someone referred to this desire as the Barbie-doll principle.  He said, “Accessories once considered optional become mandatory, creating needs and wants we never thought of before.”  But somehow those needs and wants never satisfy the human soul.  

Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State under President Nixon, said, “To Americans tragedy is wanting something very badly and not getting it.  But many people have had to learn…that perhaps the worst form of tragedy is wanting something badly, getting it, and finding it empty.”  
That’s why this message is not about “How to have a healthy body…how to get out of debt…how to keep up with the Jones’s” because the most important needs you have are the needs of your own soul!  

So how about your own soul?  You may have everything there is to have but is your soul now running on empty?

Revelation #2 - My soul was designed to be filled with the presence of God.  
Do you ever wonder why you were created?  I sure have! Everyone read with me Colossians chapter 1 beginning in vs 16 – For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

I exist because God has a purpose for my existence.  I exist not only “by Him” but also “for Him.”  I.e. for His purpose!  Revelation 4:11 goes so far as to say, “We have been created for the pleasure of God.”
Do you know the most important difference between evolution and creation?  Evolution says you exist for no purpose. Creation says you exist because you have a purpose and that purpose was determined by your Creator.  
God could have created you like the animals.  They don’t have eternal souls like you do.  God could have created you like the fish, or the oceans, or the stars but God created you with a higher purpose and that purpose was that your soul might know God and experience God and walk with God and talk with God and be able to live in the very presence of God!  

The great theologian Augustine said, “Thou hast made us for Thyself and our souls are restless until they find their rest in Thee.” 
Listen:  You can win everything there is to win on every television game show but your soul will still be restless until it finds its rest in God!  Why?  Because you were created with a need for God and that need can never be met until Jesus Christ becomes the number one person in your life.

So Jesus asks, “Are you thirsty?  Then quit trying to satisfy your thirst with something which can never satisfy.  Instead, ‘Come to me and drink and out of your belly will flow rivers of living water which can satisfy the thirst of even the thirstiest sinner!”  

The amazing thing about Jesus is that when you drink of Jesus He will satisfy your thirsting for other things in life, too!  Maybe you are thirsting for money but when your life is filled with Jesus you will learn how to be content with such things as you have!  Maybe you are thirsting for fame and popularity but when your life is filled with Jesus you will be just like John the Baptist when he said, “Jesus must increase but I must decrease.”  Maybe you are thirsting for sinful pleasures but when your life is filled with Jesus you will find that at the right hand of God there are pleasures forevermore!  
One fellow said, “If I’d known what I know now I would have come to Jesus a long time ago.”  

Whatever your thirst happens to be, Jesus will satisfy that thirst and give you an even greater satisfaction in Him!

Verse 38 says, “He that believes on Me out of His belly or heart shall flow rivers of living water.”  This word rivers is the same word Jesus used in Matthew chapter 7 in the story of the house which was built upon the sand.  Do you remember what Jesus said?  “The floods came…”  This is the same Greek word in both passages!  Translate it any way you wish!  What this means is that there is more in Jesus than your soul will ever need!

The old black preacher may not have been able to read but he hit the nail on the head when he said, “Lord, I can’t hold much but I can overflow lots” because “Thou (and Thou refers to Jesus) – Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over.”

A young man went one Sunday morning to the first church which he could find – it happened to be a Roman Catholic Church.  He told the priest, "I need forgiveness for my sin.  I need to get right with God.  How can I do this?"

The priest gave the young man a string of beads and said, "Go pray fifty Hail Mary's and you will be forgiven of your sin.”

The young man knelt and began to recite the Rosary... "Hail, Mary, full of grace...” and he poured out his heart to God.  Suddenly, though, this young man jumped up, threw the beads across the sanctuary, and shouted, "This isn't doing anything for my sin!  This will never get me right with God!" 

He then stormed out of the auditorium and spent the entire day in agony of soul.  That night he walked through the doors of Grace Community Church.  He listened to the singing, he listened to the praying, he listened to the preaching, and the Holy Spirit spoke to his heart.    

This young man then came forward and asked Dr. John MacArthur if there was any way that he could have all of his sins totally forgiven.  The pastor opened his Bible, showed the man that there is only one way you can ever have true forgiveness of sin and that is through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ...the One who said, “If any man thirsts, let him come to Me and drink,” and, “You, young man, are obviously thirsty.”  

It took just a couple of minutes and that young man was wonderfully saved...and he came to know what Jesus meant when He said, “Out of his belly – out of his soul – shall flow rivers of living water!” 

So how about your own soul?  You may have everything there is to have but is your soul now running on empty?

Revelation #3 - My soul needs a steady, consistent, daily diet of Jesus to prosper. 
One of the most remarkable things about this passage is that it applies to all of us! Some passages apply to those who have never met Jesus.  Some passages apply to those of us who have received Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior.  This passage refers to all of us in both categories.  We first come to Jesus thirsting for salvation and forgiveness and peace with God but after that happens we then keep coming to Jesus because we know that only Jesus can satisfy our souls on a daily basis.    

Jesus said in verse 37, “If any man thirsts, let him come to me and drink,” and when He said “drink” He had this idea of continually drinking…not just a one time event which happens at salvation but continually drinking on Monday, Tuesday, and every day of the week because that is what enables us to have victory and success in the Christian life!
The good thing is Jesus does not close His store at a certain time of the day and make you wait until the next day to get what you want!  No, Jesus’ store is always open and you can drink from Jesus at any time of the day!  

Do you know why we get stale as Christians?  It is because we only drink from Jesus on Sunday when we come to church!  And one meal a week won’t keep us until next Sunday even if it is the biggest steak you have ever had!

Do you know what Jesus’ plan is for your life?  “If any man thirsts, begin your day by coming to me and drinking…sometime later during your day come to me and drink some more…sometime in the evening come to me again and let’s fill up for the entire night…while you are driving come to me and drink…while you are washing your dishes come to me and drink…while you are taking your walk come to me and drink…because I will always be there to give you what you need!”
For Only Jesus can satisfy your soul, And only He can change your heart,

And make you whole, He'll give you peace you never knew,

Sweet love and joy and heaven, too. For only Jesus can satisfy your soul.

So how about your own soul?  Is your soul now running on empty?  Then come to Jesus and drink.
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