IF YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

An overweight businessman decided it was time to shed some excess pounds.  (None of us have that problem, do we?)  This businessman took his new diet seriously.  He even changed his driving route to avoid his favorite bakery.

One morning, however, he arrived at work carrying a giant donut.  Everyone scolded him for breaking his diet but his smile stretched from ear to ear.

He said, "This is a very special donut.  I accidentally drove by the bakery this morning and there in the window was a host of goodies. I felt this was no accident, so I prayed, 'Lord, if you want me to have one of those delicious donuts, let me have a parking place directly in front of the bakery and, sure enough, the eighth time around the block, I found an empty parking space!”
The moral of that story is you usually find what you are searching for if you search for it with all of your heart, even if it is a giant donut.    

And all across America today people are searching… searching for ways to retire early… searching for ways to raise children…searching for a new job…searching for a new spouse or a new doctor…

searching for something they can truly believe in which will actually do everything it is supposed to do.

Title:  If You Are Searching For Truth.  Text:  John 1:35-42.   Ladies:  John was standing with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and noticed them following Him, He asked them, “What are you looking for?” They said to Him, “ Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are You staying?” “Come and you’ll see,” He replied. So they went and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with Him that day. It was about 10 in the morning. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Him.  He first found his own brother Simon and told him, “We have found the Messiah!” (which means “Anointed One”),  and he brought Simon to Jesus.  When Jesus saw him, He said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which means “Rock”). 
This is the story of two men by the name of John and Andrew who are searching for truth.  These two men have already made the great discovery that what they were believing in wasn’t really worth believing in and so they are now searching for truth in a very unusual place…way out in the wilderness with a preacher dressed in camel’s hair whose diet consists of nothing but locusts and wild honey.  

These men have tried education but they didn’t find truth in education – being smarter didn’t give them a philosophy worth believing in - and they eventually dropped out of school (called unlearned in Acts).

They have tried organized religion but their religion is so muddled with this tradition and that tradition that no one knows the difference between what God says and what man says.

They have tried a job – they are fishermen by trade – they work from sunup to sundown - but evidently that did not satisfy them either because they have now come to this crazy preacher named John the Baptist in search of something else.  

In many ways these two men represent what has happened in Christianity during my own ministry.  Some years ago there was an enormous return of the baby boomers (my age) to all of the mainline denominations including Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, etc.  Why?  This generation was dissatisfied with the emptiness of their lives so they returned to the mainline denominations to see if organized religion had the answers they need for everyday living.

What then happened was just the opposite of what should have happened.   The percentage of American adults who preferred no religion at all when they began this search was 7 percent – that means 7% of the adults wanted nothing at all to do with organized religion!  So they tried out organized religion for the next decade and ten years later that 7% had doubled to 14 percent!  (Source:  Michael Hout and Claude S. Fischer, professors of sociology at the University of California, Berkeley. - American Sociological Review - April 2002)

To be honest, the mainline denominations failed because the mainline denominations were so traditional that their traditions got in the way of the people seeing Jesus Christ. 

That’s the same reason John and Andrew have left the organized religion of their own day – the religion of the Sadducees and Pharisees - and come to John the Baptist… 

The one day Jesus looks at them and says, “Fellows, if you are searching for truth – if you are searching for something that is totally right and never wrong – then come and see…”
John and Andrew then followed Jesus and they became convinced that Jesus really is the truth that they seek and they then committed their lives to living that truth as expressed in Jesus Christ!  

Most important point of this sermon:  The search for truth is the most important search any person will ever make because when you eventually find truth you will also find Jesus Christ!   I guarantee you:  You cannot find real truth for your life apart from the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

So maybe you have come today searching for something you can really believe in…Well, today Jesus is walking past your seat and saying to you, “Come and see…Come and find truth which really is the truth and your life will never be the same again!”

Let me give you three answers from the Word of God.  

Answer #1 - Jesus alone establishes the definition of truth.  
Everyone knows there has to be an absolute source of truth somewhere because if there is no truth then there is no right and wrong and there can be no laws to control society.  One hundred years ago people could have told you what was right and what was wrong.  As a matter of fact we even had the Ten Commandments posted on the walls at school. 

But there is a new belief taking over America…taking over our government…our schools…and our churches.    This new belief says that all truth is relative.  

For instance, what was true fifty years ago may not be true today because the situation has changed.  Or what is true for me may not be true for you because we are two different people.  In other words, it may be all right for you to be a heterosexual but it is also right for the next person to be a homosexual because you are two different people and what works for one person may not work for the next person.  Or what is true in America may not be true in Russia or in China or somewhere else in the world because their culture is different!    

That is what modern day America says but what does God Himself say?  John 14:6 says, “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father except by or through Me.”  Jesus did not say, “I have come to tell you about the truth but He said, ‘I am the truth.  I am the very embodiment of truth!”   
Pilate asked Jesus the question, “What is truth?” Jesus answered not only Pilate but all the world, “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life.  Pilate, I want you to know that truth is standing in front of you and you do not recognize it!”
What else does God say?  Jesus:  “For this cause came I into the world that I should bear witness of the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice”   (John 18:37).  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth (John 14:17).  God’s Word (the Bible) is called truth (John 17:17.  We can worship in…truth (John 4:24).  We are able to do the truth (John 3:21).  

What God says is true no matter where you live or when you live or how you were raised because God not only tells the whole truth and nothing but the truth but He also is the truth!  

Do you know why that is so?  It is because Jesus is the only source of absolute truth in this entire universe and He established that truth in the very beginning!  When Jesus speaks you can rest assured that He is right in what He is saying about any subject in the entire universe.  

Let me see how smart you are.  I will ask you a question and you call out the answer.
Who discovered the theory of relativity?  Albert Einstein.  But who established or created the truth of relativity?  Jesus Christ.  Now which one would you rather learn from?  Einstein or Jesus?
Who discovered the law of gravity?  Sir Isaac Newton had an apple fall on his head.  Real brilliant!  Becomes famous by accident!  But who established the law of gravity?  Jesus Christ when He created the universe!  Who would you rather have teach your science class?  Sir Isaac Newton or Jesus Christ?  
Who discovered the earth was round?  Christopher Columbus, the Vikings and other sailors who discovered that the earth was not flat. They went sailing and to everyone’s surprise they did not sail off the edge of the earth!  But who established that the earth was round?  Jesus Christ when He created this earth and He told us in the book of Isaiah that He as God sits above the circle of the earth!  Not a flat earth but a circular earth!  And yet it wasn’t until two thousand years later that man stopped teaching the earth was flat and finally admitted that Isaiah was right!  

And somewhere down the road they will stop teaching evolution, too, and they will finally admit that God created man in His own image and man became a living soul and that man fell into sin and that man needs a Savior!  

Why?  Because in the end truth is going to win!  

Some time ago the dean of an American college discovered that a woman had taken the same course in algebra for the last four years even though she had passed the course each time.  This did not make sense.  He called the woman into his office and asked her for an explanation.  

This woman said, “I am tired of arguing with my neighbors about everything in the world.   I want to study something no one can argue about.  Mathematical computations do not change.  Two plus two will equal four not just today but for the rest of eternity!”  

That woman knew there really is such a thing as truth and that truth does not change from one day to the next!

Everyone in this building believes in something but do you believe in the only Person who is the truth?  In Jesus Christ?  
That  is why I say the search for truth is the most important search any person will ever make because when you find truth you will also find Jesus Christ!

Answer #2 - Jesus gives us the truth but the devil gives us lies.

Around the turn of the century there was a debate across our country regarding common values which we can teach in our schools.  Just about everyone agreed that we needed to teach children the difference between right and wrong but do you know what happened?  No one could agree on what was right and wrong.  Everyone had his own set of values.  Why?  Jesus gives us the truth but the devil gives us lies.
John 8:44 – 47 says, “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”  Verse 44 says, “the devil is a liar and the father of lies.”  
Why are men so confused today about what is true and what is a lie?  About how to raise children, about morality, about standards and rules, about even the basic nature of man (whether man is good or man is evil) and on and on the list goes!  

All of this confusion is not because of God because the Bible tells us that, “God is not the author of confusion.”  
Where then does the confusion begin?  It begins with the devil in the Garden of Eden because the devil’s first lie to Adam and Eve is the same lie that he is still telling people today…the devil is going around everywhere and asking the question,  “Has God really said?  Are you sure that you heard God right?  Did God really mean what you think He said?  Surely God didn’t mean all of that hellfire and damnation stuff.”

The devil wants you to be confused and he works day and night to accomplish that goal.

Let me give you some examples.

Example #1 - The writer of a Sunday School quarterly made the statement, “There are many ways to God.”  So he said but was he right?  Listen:  that man may have been holding the pencil when he wrote that statement but it was the devil who gave him the idea.  Jesus said, “I am THE Way – not one of many ways – but THE WAY – the one and only way!”  The Bible says in the book of Acts, “There is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved,” and that name is Jesus. Which would you rather believe?  A Sunday School quarterly which was written by some man or the Lord Jesus Christ Himself?  I’m with Jesus – how about you?
Example #2 - A newspaper columnist said in one of the Louisville newspapers, “Nothing is free, not even salvation, for one must be good to be saved.”  But the Book of Truth – the Bible – says, “There is none good, no not even one!  For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God…of God’s standard. For by grace are ye saved through faith; it is the gift of God…a totally free gift!”  Which would you rather believe?  A newspaper columnist or the Word of God?  
Example #3 - Even some of the Bible storybooks have it wrong!  One children’s storybook showed a picture of Lazarus and the rich man!  The storybook said, “By and by the rich man died, too.  But the angels did not carry him to heaven.  They paid no attention to him at all because he had not been kind to others while he lived.”  But Jesus says the reason people do not go to heaven is because, “You will not come to Me that you might have eternal life!  He that believes on Me has everlasting life but he that believes not on me shall not see life but the wrath of God is already abiding upon him!”   
Everyone in this building believes in something but do you believe in the truth of God or in the lies of the devil?  

That  is why I say the search for truth is the most important search any person will ever make because when you find truth – real truth! – you will also find Jesus Christ!


Answer #3 - Jesus will set us free when we accept His truth.
If you are right now searching for truth then you also know what it feels like to have your entire body wrapped in chains…to be bound…tied down…feeling like you will never ever find what you need!
Through the years so many people have written to Dear Abby or Ann Landers or Dr. Phil or Sister Oprah , but the truth is not in those folks but it is in Jesus Christ!
You may be bound by the way you were raised – this happens all the time. You may be bound by what others think – peer pressure is very powerful.  You may be bound by a family situation or a financial situation or even your religion.  

And yet here comes Jesus walking down the aisle today.  Do you know what Jesus is saying to everyone who is searching?  “Jesus promises, ‘You can know the truth – THE TRUTH IS ME! - and the truth can set you free.’”  John 8:32.

This is what happened in John chapter 1.  Jesus said to John and Andrew, “Fellows, come and see.”  Sure enough, John and Andrew went and saw.  They found the truth which they were searching for!  They committed their lives to the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they never regretted that decision until the day they died.  Because when you find the truth the truth really does set you free!

A young man came to an evangelist with a long list of questions.  The evangelist said, “I will answer your questions if you promise to do one thing.  Give your heart to Christ then come to me with all of your questions.”  

The young man silently walked away.  Two days later he returned with a glowing face which told what had happened to him without him saying a single word.  The evangelist asked, “Where are your questions?”  

The young man said, “I have none.  The moment I accepted Christ as my Savior, I had the answers to most of my questions and the rest of them are now so insignificant that they do not need to be answered.” 

Do you know why?  Because when he met Jesus he met the Truth!

Maybe you are searching today.  Have you met Jesus?  Because when you meet Jesus you will also meet the Truth and the truth will set you free!
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