IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE A TOTAL NOBODY

A few years ago there was a comedian who became famous by telling everyone that he never gets any respect.  Does anyone know his name?  His name was Rodney Dangerfield – how many of you remember him?  The thing which made Rodney Dangerfield so successful was that he truly looked like a man who gets no respect.

I’ll never forget something Rodney Dangerfield said.  He said, “I did not get any respect either when I was growing up.  I was twelve years old before I realized that Alpo was dog food.  On another occasion, he said, “My parents moved a lot when I was growing up but I managed to keep finding them.”  

Do any of you ever feel like Rodney Dangerfield…like you get no respect?

Sometimes I feel like the “Born Loser” in the comics.  One day the born loser went to see his psychiatrist.  He said, “I’m depressed, doctor.  I feel insignificant.  It seems like I’ve been reduced to nothing but a number in everyone’s eyes.”  

The doctor said, “Don’t let it bother you; 62.5% of my patients feel the same way.”

Do you ever feel like the born loser?

Like maybe you are a total nobody… you are so insignificant…surely you are not important to the people at work or down the street or maybe to your own family…. if you died tomorrow no one would even notice!  
Title:  If You Feel You Are A Total Nobody.  Text:  Matthew 25:31-41, 46.  

 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.   He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.   For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in...”  “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?   “And the King will answer them, ‘I assure you: Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’  Then He will also say to those on the left, ‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels!  “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Matt 25:31-41, 46 (HCSB)

One day the apostles asked the question, “Jesus, how will the world end?”  Jesus answers that question in Matthew chapters 24 and 25.  

The first thing that Jesus mentions is there will be seven years of awful judgment upon the earth!  Jesus said, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened and the moon shall not give its light and the stars shall what?  Read it to me!  Fall from heaven, and the very powers of the heavens themselves shall be shaken.”
That’s big time stuff that even Hollywood can never imagine.  Near the end of this great passage Jesus talks to all of us who are nothing but nobodies...what does He say to us?  
Everyone read with me these words in chapter 25 and vs 34.  “Jesus said, ‘Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”  Answer me this: who is the kingdom prepared for?  YOU!
Everyone turn to your neighbor and repeat after me, “You includes you (pause) and you includes me!”  
I want to build your faith today with three very important statements.  Here is what I want you to write down.  
Faith-Building Statement #1 – Every nobody for Jesus is a somebody, but every somebody for the devil is a nobody.  Does that make sense?  Let me read it again.  
One of the most forgotten verses in the Bible is where Jesus said, “The first shall be what?  last and the last shall be first.”  

Another translation says it like this:  “But many who seem to be important now will be the least important then, and those who are considered least here will be the greatest then.”  Matthew 19:30
How many of you remember a woman by the name of Imelda Marcos?  Imelda Marcos was the wife of the President of the Philippine Islands.  What else was she famous for?  Shoes!  She owned over a thousand pairs of shoes.
Ferdinand and Imelda were kicked out of power in 1986 and then moved to Hawaii.  It wasn’t long until Ferdinand died.  The year was 1989.  Sometime later Imelda threw a big birthday party in Honolulu for her dead husband.  They brought in her dead husband in a refrigerated coffin.  Two hundred fifty guests sang, “Happy Birthday” to the corpse.  

Imelda said, “It is a happy day because the longer they die, the more perfect they become.”  

But that is not so according to the Word of God. Verse 41 says, “Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Verse 46 adds the thought that “these shall go away into everlasting punishment.”

Now here is what I want you to see:  Ferdinand Marcos was an important somebody to everyone in the Philippines, to every head of state in the civilized world, to his neighbors for those three years in Hawaii but he is now a total nobody in the flames of a devil’s hell.  

His only remaining name is found in vs 41.  He is no longer referred to as Ferdinand Marcos, the President of the Philippines, a very important somebody who shook hands with presidents and decided who lived and who died – 
But he is now known merely by the title of the “cursed”…depart from me, you cursed...they cried out, “God, have you somehow forgotten our name?”  and God answers, “You are the cursed because I, the Lord, never knew you!”  

Ferdinand Marcos has now been brought down from a very important somebody to a total nobody because by his own wife’s admission he did not know Jesus Christ as his personal Savior!

But what about those of us who are just nobodies for Jesus?  We never make the front page headlines in the newspaper…the President never calls us to Washington D.C. to receive a medal…but we just keep plugging away for Jesus because we believe in what Jesus has called us to do!  
That sounds just like these people in Matthews chapter 25 because they didn’t do anything earth shattering like saving the world from terrorists or passing some new laws or becoming the president of a big Fortune 500 corporation.  
These people just did the simple things for Jesus over and over again and God says to them, “Come and inherit the kingdom because you have been a very important somebody for Jesus.”

Notice, though, these people thought they had done nothing of tremendous value in this life.  Look at vs 37.  They said, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?  When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or without clothes and clothe You?  When did we see You sick, or in prison, and visit You?’ (HCSB)

In other words, “Lord, we only did the simple stuff like loving people with the love of Jesus, serving people with the attitude of Jesus, sharing with people the very words of Jesus; we never did anything worthy of being a somebody!”
Jesus answered in vs 40, “Whatever you did for the least of my brothers, for those people sitting throughout this auditorium, it was as if you did it to me personally!”

Every person you have encouraged today is as if you were encouraging Jesus!  Every person you have prayed for today is as if you were praying for Jesus!  Every person you have touched today in any way imaginable is as if you were touching Jesus!  

Herschel Hobbs taught us:  “The world measures a man’s greatness by the number who serve him.  Heaven’s yardstick measures a man by the number who are served by him.”
That is the way it ought to be in the church of Jesus Christ because every nobody for Jesus is indeed a somebody in the Lord’s kingdom!
Faith-Building Statement #2 –  Every nobody for Jesus will inherit the final Kingdom.  

The room was full of people who were talking at the same time.  Two of the people were talking in the center of the room.  One of them said, “So and so received an inheritance the other day.”  The other person asked, “How much did he get?”  And suddenly the entire room became totally quiet!  

Everyone is interested in receiving an inheritance and the bigger the better!  Well, the biggest and the best inheritance of all is the inheritance which belongs to the nobodies for Jesus!  
Let’s read vs 34 together.  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  Matt 25:34 (HCSB)  
What kingdom is in view in vs 34?  It is the 1,000 year kingdom or the Millennial Kingdom which comes to the earth immediately after the 7 year tribulation period and the Battle of Armageddon!!!  Do you remember how Jesus taught us to pray?  Jesus said, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done where? on earth as it is in heaven.”  Jesus taught us to pray for a Kingdom which does not presently exist but which will come in the future!
It’s the same kingdom the angel Gabriel told us about.  Gabriel said, “Mary, behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.”  
The throne of David was an earthly throne in the earthly city of Jerusalem!  Someday Jesus is going to PERSONALLY come back to the earth, sit on a throne in the city of Jerusalem, and He is going to rule the entire world from that throne!  

You say, “Pastor, I want to live with King Jesus throughout all eternity and never go to that awful place called hell.”  
Then you need to listen to what I am about to say!  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  That statement is true not only about entering heaven but it is also true about entering God’s final kingdom upon the earth.  That is why God is separating the people into two groups in vs 33.  God is separating those who have been born again from those who have not been born again because only the born again are invited to “Come and inherit the kingdom!”

You say, “Pastor, what then does that mean to a nobody like me?”

Write down:  Every child of God is destined for greatness, including even me!    

Let me tell you what God is going to do in the life of the child of God!  First, there will be an abundant entrance into heaven when you die.  The Bible says in the book of II Peter chapter 1, “You will be given a very great welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
When you entered our building today did a trumpet play in your honor?  Did an usher introduce you to all of us? Did a round of applause greet you? But the Bible says those things will happen we walk through the gates of heaven!  “We will be given a very great welcome!”  We’ll get an even bigger response than the President does!  Why?  Because one of God’s children has come home and God is going to make a big deal out of that!
You will also be an heir of God, a joint heir with Jesus Christ.  What that means is you’re now in the family of the most powerful Person in this entire universe!  The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 8 that we are now “heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.”   Whatever belongs to Jesus now belongs to you because God has made you a joint heir with His Son, Jesus Christ!  This means you will live even better than the angels because you are a joint heir and they are not!  Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions or dwelling places,” and you can’t live any closer to the Father than in the Father’s house!  That’s how important you are!

You will also reign on a throne with Jesus Christ during this Millennial Kingdom.  An Assembly of God preacher said, “We are now in training for reigning” and he is exactly right!  Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, when the age to come has arrived, the Son of Man will sit on his great throne. All of you who followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And all those who have left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children, or farms to follow me will get much more than they left, and they will have life forever with Me!” (Matthew 19:28)
Brother ____, I wonder where you will reign!  Do you think (this town) is big enough for you?

Brother ______, I wonder if maybe you will get Cincinnati!  

Does anyone here want a place in the Rocky Mountains?  How about Florida?  How about Canada?  Maybe overseas in Hawaii or Japan or England?  

You say, “Pastor, that is absolute foolishness!”  No, my friend, it is not foolishness because every nobody for Jesus will inherit the kingdom and reign with Jesus for 1,000 years!  

Do you know what that means?  That means you are a very important somebody because you are a somebody for Jesus!

Faith-Building Statement #3 – Every effort of the nobodies will be remembered by Jesus.  
Someone recently mentioned to me that I spend a great deal of time thanking people for a job well done.  Do you know why I do that?  It is because in my eyes you are more important to this country than any of the big shots in Washington, D.C.
But the truth is you are even more important to Jesus, because every single one of your efforts is remembered by Jesus.  Verse 40 tells us that Jesus remembered every time these people gave a cup of cold water to one of His disciples, gave food to one of His disciples, gave shelter from the rain and the cold, did anything at all in the name of Jesus!  
And I want you to know Jesus remembers every single one of your efforts, too.  Your effort at VBS will be remembered. Your effort in tithing, witnessing, singing, coming to Sunday School will be remembered.  Those times you drove the church van and brought people to hear about Jesus will be remembered.  The time you fixed the leak on the roof and you may have had to do it by yourself…it will be remembered.  The times you worked in the nursery…pounded a nail…cleaned the kitchen…put out chairs...put up chairs...sent a get well card…

Because as far as Jesus is concerned, whatever you have done for one of us you have actually done to Him!

The great Theodore Roosevelt was returning home from a big hunting trip to Africa.  The African people gathered on the dock and gave him a royal send-off.  The ship’s best room was set aside for Roosevelt.   He was the center of attention for everyone on that boat.

It so happened that another man boarded this ship at the same time.  This man was an old missionary who had devoted his entire life to winning the natives of Africa to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This missionary’s wife was now dead, his children were gone, and he himself was old and worn out.  But no one noticed this missionary...no one applauded him...no one congratulated him on such a tremendous work.  This missionary was just a lonely old man.

Several days later a large crowd of people met the ship in San Francisco.  The bells rang, the whistles blew, and once again they rolled out the red carpet for Theodore Roosevelt.   

...but once again no one was there to greet the old missionary.  He went to a small motel to spend the night.  At bedtime the missionary knelt by his bed and prayed the prayer of a broken heart,

“Lord, I am not complaining but I just don’t understand.  Lord, I gave my life for you in Africa, but here at home it seems that no one cares.  There was no one from home to greet me, no one from home to encourage me.  No one at home cares.  Lord, I just don’t understand.”

A second or two passed then the Lord seemed to reach down from heaven - the Lord laid His hand upon the old missionary’s shoulder and said, “But, son, you’re not really home yet.”

So until the day we finally make it home we’ll keep doing it in Jesus’ name.  Amen?  
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