I AM

Lesson #1

A little boy was visiting his grandmother.  He studied his grandmother for a long time then asked, “Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?”  The grandmother immediately imagined a halo around her head just like God must have around His head.  She said, “No, how are God and I alike?”  The grandson said, “You’re both old.”  


That got me to thinking:  how old is God????
You say, “Pastor, God is hundreds…thousands…millions…of years old.”  But is He really????  

How old is God?
· Read Exodus 3:1-14, underline this important phrase in vs 14, “I AM THAT I AM.”  

· Relate the background for Israel in slavery and Moses at the burning bush.

· What a miracle!!!  

· Key:  If you want to be used by God then it must begin with you knowing the greatness and awesomeness of God.

· Chris sang the song, “You are God and I am not…You are God and I am man…”  That song has been recommended for Song of the Year for the Dove Awards.   

Question:  What is God telling us about Himself in verse 14?

Pink:  “There is a depth here which no finite mind can ever comprehend.”  But we can glean around the edges!  

· God has various names in the Bible.  
· The names of the Old Testament gods were issues of pride and ridicule within the various nations.  

· Remember Elijah taunting the prophets of Baal?  

· See Exodus 5:2 where Pharaoh challenged God, “Who is the Lord?”
· What Lord (or deity) is Pharaoh talking about?  God of the Amorites or the Babylonians or some other nation?  Pharaoh uses a very specific name!

· Pharaoh uses the name of Jehovah.  What is Jehovah all about?  

· The future of Moses is tied to Jehovah!   

· Our future is tied to Jehovah, too!  Because when David said, “The Lord is my Shepherd” he actually said, “Jehovah is my shepherd.”

What does all of this mean?

How to Identify Jehovah (YAHWEH) in the Bible:  

· Notice how the word “LORD” is spelled (also Jehovah = GOD in the Old Testament where all the letters are capitalized).  The capital letters appear for a very specific name for God in the Old Testament:  Jehovah. 

· Read Exodus 6:2-3 – establish the name of Jehovah from this passage.
· Verses 2 and 3 have Jehovah in two places even though the KJV only uses Jehovah in vs 3.  The ASV is consistent and uses Jehovah in both.  This is a name of relationship…it denotes the special name which God will have with His people.  Hence, Moses asks the question of, “What will your name be to us?  What will your relationship be to us?”  

· Surprise!  No one today knows how to pronounce this name.  Why? 

· Read Exodus 20:7 and Leviticus 24:16.  Based upon an erroneous interpretation of these verses the Jews avoided even mentioning the name of Jehovah.  

· In the real early days the scribes would use a separate quill to write that name then discard the quill, so sacred was the name!  

· In their synagogues they would not read the name but would instead substitute the name of Adonai.  

· Sometime later they stopped writing the name of Jehovah and substituted Adonai (done in the Septuagint around 250 B.C.) 

· How that we in our generation have gone to the opposite extreme!  People utter God’s name in blaspheme practically every day!  

· Jehovah is translated GOD about 300 times and LORD about 6,000 times.

· It is mentioned in scriptures more than any other name of God.

· What does that name mean to you????

· How sacred is the name of God to you? 

Lesson Two

(Spend most of this time in review because of the complexity of the names)

Illustration:  
Read Exodus 3:13-14.  This passage is remarkable to Moses not because of the burning bush but because of the name revealed to him in vs 14.  This is a strange name but it is a name with tremendous meaning to not only Moses but all of us.  

· What name are we talking about? 

· Read Exodus 6:2-3 – establish the name of Jehovah from this passage.
· Verses 2 and 3 have Jehovah in two places even though the KJV only uses Jehovah in vs 3.  The ASV is consistent and uses Jehovah in both.  This is a name of relationship…it denotes the special name which God will have with His people.  Hence, Moses asks the question of, “What will your name be to us?  What will your relationship be to us?”  

· Notice how the word “LORD” is spelled (also Jehovah = GOD in the Old Testament where all the letters are capitalized).  The capital letters appear for a very specific name for God in the Old Testament:  Jehovah. 

· This is important to us because guess how Psalm 23 begins?  It begins with Jehovah being our shepherd.  Read Psalm 23:1.  
· Read Proverbs 18:10 where Jehovah’s name is described as a strong tower.  

· See Exodus 5:2 where Pharaoh challenged God, “Who is the Lord?” and used the specific name that we are now discussing.  

Contrast Jehovah with Elohim (God) in Exodus 6:2 by referring back to Genesis 1:1 and 8:1.  Elohim means the “strong and faithful one.”
Lesson Three

Discussion:  What distinguishes the Amish from us?  (They live in the past.)  

Transition:  Which decade or period of time do you live in?  Does life sometimes move too fast for you…technology changes…business world changes…medicine changes…and sometimes we wish that time would just stand still?  Which decade or period of time does God live in?  

Definition of Jehovah: Moses asked the question, “What is your name?”  God’s answer reveals what the name Jehovah means.  

1. Notice the tense of “I AM THAT I AM.” Present.  It stresses His eternality.  

2. Notice the sufficiency of “I AM THAT I AM.”  Self-contained with no sense of evolving or de-evolving.  

Definition:  the eternal, self-existent One.   

· “I AM” is constantly eternal or present.  Jehovah has the idea of “to be or being.”  How do you explain that?   

· Self-existent - Without beginning, without ending, from everlasting to everlasting He is God.

· No one but He can say “I am that I am” – always the same, eternally changeless.

· Point: God says, “I am the same yesterday, today, and forever because God lives in eternity, not in time.  In time Jesus was born of a virgin but in eternity Jesus has always been.  

Important verses:  Hebrews 13:8, Revelation 1:8 and 4:8.

Write:  “God is now what He always has been and 

what He will remain forever.”

We are constantly changing but not Jehovah!

God:  “You ask who I am.  I tell you I simply am.  There is no way to define Myself.”

Note:  There was a time when I could not say, “I am” because I was not.  But there has never been a time when God could not say, “I am” because He always has been.  

1. Which day do you live in?  

a. Yesterday (now over), tomorrow (never comes), or today (always here)?  

b. God lives in today!  
c. (WHO MOVED MY CHEESE? Causes us to remember that time changes things and that we have to deal with today and stop dreaming of wanting to live in the past.)  
2. Write:  If I want to stay up with God then I must also live in the present.  

· Contrast God with us – 
· Question:  Could the same have always been said of me that “I AM?”  No.  There was a time when I was not.  But there has never been a time when God could not say, “I am” because He always has been.  

· Read I Corinthians 15:10.  Paul said “By the grace of God I am WHAT I am – what grace has made me.”  

· But Paul could never say, “I am THAT I am.”  It is a statement of being or fact.  It is Being not becoming.  

· There was a time when you could not say, “I am,” because at that time you did not yet exist – ie. You were not!  But God!  Read Isaiah 40:18, 25.    

· Man counts the years but time no more exists with God than it does those whose bodies are now in the graves.  Those bodies do not recognize time!

· You are in a state of becoming grayer, fatter, thinner, forgetful, smarter, older (never younger)…but God never changes.  

· Ever met someone who said, “I remember your father?” 

· Suppose you met someone who knew not only your Father but also your grandfather, great, great-great, and all the way back.  That is what happens when you meet God.  

· See Exodus 3:15 where He knows all the ancestors from 400 years ago!  Personal knowledge.  

Application to our lives:  Read Psalm 23:1 – 

1. Jehovah is independent of time and every other limitation. 

2. This is why He can be our shepherd and meet every need!

3. That is why he can be the shepherd of every generation!  

4. It is because there is no limitation with God!
Ending thought:  Because He is I AM He is able to assure Moses of the results of his mission:

1. “I will bring you out…” vs 17.  President George Bush can promise victory over terrorism but can he bring it to pass?

2. “they will listen to you…” vs 18.  

3. “I am sure that you will not be released…” vs 19.  

4. “I will smite Egypt…” vs 20.  Not I will try but I will do this!  Note:  When God decides to do something the wise thing for us to do is go along for the ride!  God-sized tasks are what God is all about!  

5. “He will let you go…” vs 20.  This was not in Pharaoh’s heart at this time, though.  But God knows He is bigger than Pharaoh.  

6. “I will give this people favor…” vs 21.  

Is there any possibility of God’s divine plan failing?  No!  Why not?  Because the Divine Plan is underwritten by I AM.    Read Isaiah 46:10.  

Lesson #4

Identification of the New Testament Jehovah –

· Let Message #3 be on John 8 and briefly show them all the verses in John presenting I AM.  

· Write:  “The I AM of the Old Testament is the I AM in the New Testament we know as Jesus.”   

· Read Joel 2:32 “Whoever shall call on the name of Jehovah…who is this?  Jesus!”  See Romans 10:13 for the New Testament equivalent.   

· Why did the Jews hate Jesus so much?  It is because of Who He claimed to be…see John 4:26.  As we read this it seems that all Jesus is saying is, “I am the Messiah.”  Actually though He is applying a title to Himself.  The “he” is in italics – not in the original text – so He is really saying, “I Am is the One who is speaking to you.”  

· Note:  John 4:26 is the first of 7 places in John where Jesus applies this title directly to Himself.  
· Boice says the others are 6:20 (Strauss confirms and quotes from the Amplified Version, “It is I AM, be not afraid.”), 8:24, 28, 58, 13:19, 18:5-8 (Humanity was forced to bow before deity).  

· Then there are seven other places in John where this title is joined to an idea which further describes Him as the One who can meet all of man’s needs.  “I am the:

1. bread of life (). 

2. Good shepherd.

3. The door.

4. The light of the world.

5. Way, the truth, and the life. 

6. Son of God (10:36).  

7. Resurrection and the life.

8. True vine.  

· Read again John 8:24.  
· Key:  No salvation is possible unless the deity of Jesus Christ is recognized and received. 

· Read Philippians 2:11 (Lord is Adonai or the New Testament equivalent of Jehovah).  

· Thus the final declaration of the entire world will be that Jesus is Jehovah. 

· John 8:58 – the Jews clearly understood His claim to deity.  Based on Leviticus 24:16 they wished to stone Him!  The Jews believed it was wrong to pronounce the name of Jehovah.  Accordingly, we are merely guessing in its current pronunciation.  They substituted Adonai for Jehovah which is what Philippians 2 indicates when every tongues will confess that Jesus is LORD (kurios or Heb Adonai).  Thus the final declaration of the entire world will be that Jesus is Jehovah. 

Who was Jehovah in the Old Testament?  He is Jesus in the New Testament.  

