
How to Build A Bridge of Friendship

A plan for sharing your faith

Good friendships are usually intentional, rather than accidental.  Developing friendships with unbelievers often requires going the second mile, taking some risks, and moving outside your own comfort zone.  It takes planning. If you don’t plan to cultivate friendships with unbelievers, you’ll find that you never have the time to do so.

STEP #1 :  BECOME AWARE of the unbelievers God has placed in your life.

· Make a list of them by name.
· Realize that they are your responsibility.
· Assess each person’s level of spiritual receptivity.
· Discover and write down what their interest and needs are.
· Look for areas of common ground that you can build on.
· Figure out what kind of testimony each would respond to.
STEP #2:  COMMIT TO PRAYER
· Use your list to pray daily for your unsaved friends.

· Pray that  God will draw them to himself.  John 6:44

· Pray that God will remove their spiritual blindness. 2 Cor 4:3-4

· Pray that the Holy Spirit will make their heart receptive. Jn.16:8-13

· Pray you’ll get the opportunity to share a clear witness. Col.4 3-5

· Pray that God will give you wisdom in what to say.  James 1:5

· Pray the Holy Spirit will use the words you say.  1 Th. 1:5

STEP #3:  SHOW YOU CARE

· Treat everyone with respect  as people, not as “prospects”.

· Be a genuine friend. Help them in practical ways.

· Be a good listener.  It is a great way to show love.

· Make service your aim, not recruitment.

· Invite them into your home.

· Consciously focus your concern on meeting their needs.

· Go out of your way to love them until they asks you why.

· Accept people as they are without being judgmental.

STEP #4:  BE READY TO SHARE

· Identify yourself as a positive, joyful follower of Christ.
· Share a testimony when the occasion naturally arises. (It will)
· Never force the Good News. Be patient. God is working!
· Use crises situations to show why we all need God.
· Ask questions that lead to spiritual discussions.
· Give them  appropriate message tapes or books to read.
· Concentrate on the essential. Don’t get sidetracked by hang-ups.
· Invite them to a seeker service at church.

· Offer to lead in a prayer to commit after sharing the Good News.
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