HOW DID EVIL ENTER MY WORLD?
Of all the mysteries in this world, none of them remain as disturbing as those mysteries associated with evil.  For instance, a mother in Ohio did something which no rational mother would ever do.  This mother killed her little six month old baby then scalped the baby with a knife.  When the police asked her, “Why?” she responded by saying God told her to do it because the baby was possessed by the devil.
I ask you, “How in the world can such an evil be?”
In the state of New York a young man was found hanged with a bed sheet in his jail cell.  This happened just one day after he had been arraigned for the murder of another youth.  He had beaten, stabbed, and burned a 17 year old teenager and forced that 17 year old to write the words, “I love Satan.”  Then he had brutally murdered that 17 year old.  
I ask you, “How in the world can such an evil be?”
The title of this message is “How Did Evil Enter My World?  Text: Ezek 28:13-15, Isaiah 14:12-17.  
This is what the Lord God says: You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in Eden, the garden of God. Every kind of precious stone covered you: carnelian, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and emerald.   Your mountings and settings were crafted in gold; they were prepared on the day you were created.  You were an anointed guardian cherub, for I had appointed you. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked among the fiery stones.   From the day you were created you were blameless in your ways until wickedness was found in you. Ezek 28:12-15 (HCSB)
 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  For you have said in your heart:  ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit.
In a cemetery many miles from here there is a tombstone which asks the question:

The world is my home, To do good is my religion

Why did the good God Create a bad devil?


In essence, the devil is the enemy of absolutely everything which stands for good and truth and righteousness.  He is the enemy of everything which is clean and wholesome, of everything which is pleasing to the holy God of heaven.

Is it any wonder the tombstone asks, “Why did the good God create a bad devil?”

I want to share with you what the Bible – the book of truth – has to say about the birth of the devil as well as the birth of evil because the birth of evil is the same as the birth of the devil.  

How did evil enter my world?  Let’s find out.

Be seated.


I want you to write down three explanations that will help you understand why evil now exists in our world, in our homes, and in our own hearts. 


Explanation #1 – The devil and evil are self-created.  You say, “Pastor, that cannot be because God created all things and all things must include the devil and evil.”  But I do not believe that is the case for three biblical reasons.  


Reason #1 is because of the righteous character of God Himself.  For one to suggest that God created evil means that God’s character must somehow also be tainted with evil, and that is simply not so.  

I once had a Sunday School director who believed that God created the devil.  I said, “Brother, if you will read your Bible you will find that God could never in a million years have created the devil: first and foremost, because of His righteous character which will not allow Him to even touch evil, let alone create it!”

Listen to what the Bible says.  The Bible says in the book of 1 John chapter 1 and vs 5 that “God is light and in Him there is no darkness – no evil – at all.”  Also, the Bible says in the Old Testament book of Habakkuk chapter 1 and vs 13 that “God is of purer eyes than can behold evil and cannot look upon iniquity or wickedness of any kind.”  

That’s the reason Jesus had to die alone upon the cross of Calvary; the noonday sun hid its face and the sky became as black as midnight; Jesus cried out, “My God, why have You forsaken me?”

You say, “Pastor, why did Jesus have to die alone?”  It is because God made His soul a sacrifice for OUR SIN – for your sin and my sin - and God cannot look upon sin even if is placed upon His own dear Son!  

Reason #2 is because of the goodly character of Adam.  The Bible says in the book of Genesis chapter 1 and vs 31, “And God looked upon all He had made (that includes the earth, the stars, the animals, the plants, the fish, and also two humans by the names of Adam and Eve) and, behold, (the Bible says) it was very good.”  Not halfway good or ninety percent good or even good the way that you define it but it was all the way good in the eyes of the holy God of heaven. 

The Bible says God created Adam as a sinless human being – not as an evil human being.  In his original creation Adam had a mind which produced only pure thoughts; a body which produced only holy desires; a tongue which did not curse or lie or say anything evil and all of that is so because God created Adam in a state of total innocence. 

Reason #3 is because of the awesome description of unfallen Lucifer.  In the book of Ezekiel chapter 28 we are given the origin of the devil and the origin of evil.  That chapter says things about a being – a personality - that cannot be true of anyone except a holy angel of God.  

Ezekiel chapter 28 says this one has been in the Garden of Eden.  Verse s 13 says, “You were in Eden, the Garden of God.”  Not just any Eden, but the one Eden that was the Garden of God.  

According to the Bible there have only been three created beings in the Garden of Eden: the man Adam, the woman Eve, and the third being is the devil himself.  I submit to you that Adam and Eve are both dead by the time Ezekiel chapter 28 is written.  Therefore, Ezekiel can only be writing about one living being and that is the devil himself.  

Ezekiel chapter 28 also describes this being as the anointed guardian cherub or cherubim...the one whose original duty was to protect the throne of God.  Most of us know nothing at all about the cherubim angels but the Bible tells us everything we need to know in Genesis chapter 3.    

That chapter 3 tells us Adam and Eve sinned against God.  The Bible says God then forced Adam and Eve to leave the Garden of Eden lest they eat of the tree of life and live forever in a state of evil.  

Guess what happens next?  God then placed cherubim at the gate of the Garden of Eden in order to keep Adam and Eve out of the Garden.  

Who else can the cherubim be except the angels of God?  So we must conclude that Ezekiel is writing about someone who existed in the Garden of Eden and who was also created as a holy angel of God.  

Then Ezekiel adds this thought.  He describes this angel in vs 15 as being “perfect or blameless in all your ways from the day you were created until evil was found in you.”  In other words, this angel was perfect from the day of his creation until the day of his first sin.

Now what exactly does that mean?  That means God did not create the devil to be the devil...he was not created to be evil but rather to be good...he was created to be one of the holy angels that surrounds the throne of God.  Before he sinned, that holy angel would lift up his voice and sing, “Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”  

Would to God that angel was still doing that...oh, how different my world would now be if he was still praising God instead of rebelling against God!  

Let me say it again: the devil and evil are self-created, not God-created.

How did evil enter my world?

Explanation #2 – The devil and evil are pride-created.  All of us know the power of pride.  A man learned his wife had just spent a fortune on a brand new dress.  She said, “Honey, I look so good in it.  Besides, it must have been the devil’s fault because he was the one that tempted me.”  The husband said, “But, honey, you should said, ‘Get behind me, Satan.’”  The wife said, “That’s exactly what I did.  But he said, ‘Dear, this dress fits you perfectly in the back, too.”

Many Bible scholars believe Isaiah chapter 14 reveals how this holy angel became the devil and brought sin into the world.  



The first item which stands out about this holy angel is his awesomeness.  Isaiah chapter 14 and vs 12 says, “How you have fallen from heaven,” and you can then translate the next part as either the name Lucifer or the descriptive title “star of the morning.” 

Now pay attention:  what exactly is the star of the morning?  It is the one star that is still bright enough to be seen when the sun is about to come up and overpower everything else in all of its glory.  

In other words, God is the sun that outshines everything else, but the star of the morning is so bright it outshines everything else except God Himself!  What that means is this holy angel was superior to everything else God had created! He was second to only One Being and that was almighty God Himself!  

Can you imagine what it would be like if you were the #1 person in all of history?  You say, “Pastor, if I was that good it would destroy me!  I could never handle that much success.”  Sure enough, that’s exactly what happened in the case of this angel.  Instead of saying to everyone, “Look at God!” he began to say, “Hey, everyone look at me!  Have you ever seen anyone as beautiful as me?  As powerful as me?  As wise as me?”  

And the Bible says his heart was then lifted up with pride and the angel then became the devil and he said, “It’s no longer a case of what God wants; it is now a case of what I want.”  

The #1 star of the morning then became the #1 demon of hell and he said five things that you need to know.  First, in vs 13 he said, “I will ascend into heaven.”  God said, “Wait a minute!  I live in heaven.”  Satan said, “Not for long,” and the Bible suggests there was a war in heaven because Satan is then case down to the earth.  

Second, Satan said, “I will exalt my throne above the stars or above the other angels.”  I intend to make all of creation bow at my feet and at the name of Satan every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that I am Lord to my own glory.”  

Then third, Satan announced, “I will – not maybe or hope but this is my will that I will sit upon the mount of the congregation.”   Isaiah chapter 2 and vs 2 suggests that the holy city Jerusalem is also the devil’s goal.  Bible scholars know that whoever controls Jerusalem controls the world.  When King Jesus comes again, He will sit upon the throne of David in the earthly city of Jerusalem and He will rule the world for a thousand years.  But the devil says, “It won’t be King Jesus ruling the world...it will be King Satan ruling the world.”  

So Satan says, “Pray not for God’s kingdom to come but pray instead for my kingdom to come!  A kingdom where man can do what he wants to do regardless of what God says!”  

Then the devil decides to go for the gold and he says his fourth and fifth I will in the same breath.  He says in vs 14, “I will climb above the stars to the highest heavens and I will be like the Most High.”  

The birds cannot get above the clouds...man cannot get above the clouds but I will go above the clouds and I will be the only god that you will ever know.  Adam and Eve will be no match for me...the President will be no match for me...Tom Swartzwelder will be no match for me...no one on earth will be any match for me.  I will rule from my throne of evil and my kingdom will be evil and my subjects will be evil and my laws will be evil and there will be no room for God because I will climb above the highest heavens and I will be like the most High.”

A man graduated from an outstanding university and went on to become a very wealthy man.  Then he got older and older and soon he lay upon his deathbed and waited for death to come.  He said, “Preacher, my trouble is I have had no time for God!  I have had no time for anyone else either because I have had time only for myself!  I have made great sums of money but my life has been wasted and lost.  There is no one who can help me including even you.  Preacher, blow me up as an example to everyone you know.  Tell them to live in vain and to die in danger of hell is the course charted by a fool.”  

Do you know why that story happened?  It is because the devil brought evil into the universe. 

He himself chose evil.


He convinced a third of the angels to choose evil. 


He convinced Adam and Eve to choose evil.


And now all men everywhere choose evil because the Bible says all men are born with evil in their soul. 

The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 3:  “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.  Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit; The poison of asps is under their lips; Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.  Their feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and misery are in their ways; And the way of peace they have not known.  There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

God help us but that is exactly what God sees when He now looks down from heaven upon His creation!  

The devil has damned us all – did you hear what I said?  The devil has damned us all and the only thing which stands between me and a devil’s hell is the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ! 



Thank God, would you be free from the burden of sin, There’s still power in the blood for a sinner like me!  How about you?  

How did evil enter my world?


Explanation #3 – The devil and evil are unchangeably created. What exactly does that statement mean?  It means in the future the devil can never become a saint and evil can never become holy.  

There is a legend that a pastor one day spotted a young man in his congregation.  The man came to the pastor after the service and he confessed many horrible sins.  The pastor was shocked at what the young man had done.  The pastor said, “You must have lived many years in order to do all of that.”  The young man said, “My name is Lucifer and I fell from heaven at the beginning of time.”  The pastor did not know his Bible very well.  He said, “But even you can be forgiven if you say that you are sorry.”  The young man said, “No, I can never be forgiven,” and he then walked away. 

The Bible says every person in this room can be saved from your sin if you will accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

But the same Bible says every fallen angel can never be saved because the fallen angels – all thousands and millions and billions of them - have been confirmed in evil and there is no hope for them!

The Bible, though, says the good angels have been confirmed in God’s goodness – that is why the book of 1 Timothy chapter 5 refers to them as the elect angels – angels that have been confirmed in God’s goodness and will never ever be anything but good.  But the evil angels will never be anything but evil.  

What that means is the brightest star of the morning Lucifer then became the darkest star of them all...five times he said, “Not your will, God, but my will be done”;  shook his fist at God and said, “Don’t ever tell me what to do”; raised his voice and laughed at God and said, “I will...I will...I will...” but when he finished making all of his plans, the great God of heaven looked down upon him and said, “No, you won’t...no, you won’t.”

And so the Bible says in the book of the Revelation chapter 12, “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer.  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.” (NKJV) 7-10

Someone asked, “How many times has the devil been cast out of heaven?”  The answer is, “I do not know” but Revelation talks about it happening in the future and Isaiah talks about it happening in the past and Jesus said in Luke chapter 10 and vs 18, “I saw Satan falling from heaven like a flash of lightning!”  

Do you know what that means?  That means God did not give him a parachute but God’s angels picked him by the scruff of his neck and threw him out the door!  

The Bible says the devil is now stirring up the pot against God’s saints because if you can’t beat up daddy then you settle for second best and you beat up his children!  

 Milton said it quite well when he described the devil as saying, “Better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven.”  

The devil and the evil in this world are unchangeably created!

The devil and the evil in your own heart are unchangeably created! 

That’s why you need to be born again because God will not change the old heart – He wants to instead give you a new heart and make you a new creation in Christ Jesus!  

Someone recently stood in church and said, “I am a sin addict.  I have been an addict since I was born, but it was only when I became older I realized my addiction was so strong, I needed a Savior, Jesus Christ.  I accepted salvation through Jesus Christ and thought my addiction was cured only to discover the addiction will not go away until I die and become perfect like Jesus in body, soul, spirit, and mind.  My sin addiction can now only be controlled with the help of God and the Holy Spirit.

Even though I knew others were addicted, too, I made a choice to walk close to Jesus, my strong tower in time of need (Prov. 18:10).  When I need a friend to help me through the dark night of withdrawal, He sticks closer than a brother (vs 24).  My sin addiction is ever before me, and if I acknowledge it and seek forgiveness then He is faithful and just to forgive (Psalm 51:3, 1 John 1:9).  

I must constantly be on guard because others are watching my life.  I do not want to cause others to stumble or cause them to doubt the life-changing power of God.  I am a city set on a hill that others may come to the light (Matt 5:14).”  

Who is the light?  His name is Jesus Christ.  He is the eternal God-man who gave us the cure for all the evil in this world, all the evil in our own hearts.  He said, “You must be born again.”

I ask you a simple question: do you know what it means to be born again by receiving Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?

If the answer is yes, then thank God you will someday be 100% good just like Jesus.

If the answer is no, then thank God you can still be born again...right here...right now.
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