Homecoming Tribute 2004 – Script #1
Memorial Service of January 19, 2005
Theme: Shall We Gather at the River?  

Items to Do:

1. Arrange candles for each of the deceased on the communion table.  Keep two candles hidden in reserve in case we have left someone out.  Who will do?  

2. Pastor Tom needs to have his flowers/stick for the Four Branches presentation.  
3. Send out letters to all the families.  

4. Newspapers need to be contacted.  

5. _____ will need additional light for her reading besides just candles.  

6. Have the choir seated at the front on the piano side after the handshake.  The choir may wish to sing from the front steps facing the congregation. 

7. Arrange a speaking platform for ________ with candles.  

8. Arrange the lighting.  

9. We need four of the Pals to light the candles at the front of the church.  
10. Arrange a table for a display to the deceased.  Pictures of the deceased have been encouraged.  This table probably needs to be on the organ side since we are planning to use the piano side for a temporary pulpit for the singers.  Who?   

11. Arrange a microphone/stand for those who are singing, etc. 

12. _____will read from the pulpit so that the singers can come and go without interruption.  

13. Prepare the projection room with a copy of “What A Day That Will Be” for everyone to sing.    

14. Elevate the communion table with several songbooks so the candles are more visible.  

SERVICE SCHEDULE

Announcements/Greeting by the Pastor

Opening Prayer 

Reading by ______ using Pastor Tom’s Funeral verses.  Script:
Job, the great patriarch of the Old Testament, asked the age-old question, “If a man die shall he live again?”  Jesus said, “Fear not, I am the first and the last.  I am He that lives and was dead and, behold, I am alive forevermore, amen, and have the keys of hell and of death.”

While standing at the graveside of Lazarus the Bible says that Jesus wept.  But before sharing in the grief of Mary and Martha, Jesus told both of them, “I am the resurrection and the life; he that believes in Me though he were dead yet shall he live and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never, never die.  Do you believe this?”

“For truly, truly I say to you, ‘The hour is coming and now is when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and they that hear shall live; do not be surprised at this for the hour is coming when all that are in the graves shall hear My voice and they shall come forth...’”

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Blessed are they who die in the Lord.’”

Job asked the question, “If a man die shall he live again?”  Then Job answered his own question by saying, “Yes, for all the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change comes.  You, God, will call and I will answer Thee.”
This is the Christian’s hope.  Wherefore, “comfort one another with these words.”
Call to Worship by the Choir/Praise Team:  “Soon and Very Soon”  
Congregational #1:  “My Savior First of All”    

Congregational #2:  “There’s a Land That Is Fairer Than Day.”
Monthly Praise Chorus:  We will not use the First Impression Teams for this service.  We will instead preserve the privacy of those who are grieving.    

Family Circle of Prayer:  

(IMPORTANT:  Choir/Praise Team must gather at the front on 

the piano side at the conclusion of the Circle of Prayer.)

Note:  __________ will want to position herself on the aisle.

Offertory Hymn – “Rock Of Ages”

Offering.  

Special Program:

Choir Special:  ________ or Surely Goodness and Mercy – #691 (from the front of the church (piano side).  (Lights are on for this song.)   

(________ continues to play this song with her electric light.  The chandeliers and spotlights are turned off.  The post lights are only dimmed.  WE DO NOT WANT TOTAL DARKNESS.)

(Once the post lights are dimmed four of the young people will light the candles on the organ, the pulpit, the piano, and the floor pulpit for the singers.  All four will then return to their seats and extinguish their candles.  IMPORTANT:  do not light any candles on the communion table at this time.)

(Pianist will turn off her electric light for the rest of the service and play by candlelight.)
______ (from the pulpit microphone):  His name was Robert Lowry.  The date was 1864.  This is his testimony:  
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One af​ter​noon in Ju​ly, 1864, when I was pas​tor at Han​son Place Bap​tist Church in Brook​lyn, New York the wea​ther was op​press​ive​ly hot.  I was ly​ing on a lounge in a state of phys​ic​al ex​haust​ion.  It was then that my imag​in​a​tion be​gan to take it​self wings. Vi​sions of the fu​ture passed be​fore me with start​ling vi​vid​ness. In my mind I could visualize the book of the Revelation where it says, 

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

Yes, the im​ag​ery was very clear. Bright​est of all were the throne, the heav​en​ly ri​ver, and the ga​ther​ing of the saints.  I be​gan to won​der why the hymn writ​ers had said so much about the “riv​er of death” and so lit​tle about the “pure wa​ter of life, clear as crys​tal, pro​ceed​ing out of the throne of God and the Lamb.” As I mused, the words be​gan to con​struct them​selves. They came first as a quest​ion, “Shall we ga​ther?” Then they broke into the chor​us, “Yes, we’ll ga​ther.”  The hymn then de​vel​oped it​self on this very quest​ion and an​swer. That famous hymn goes like this!  
(Soloist #1 (using a cordless mike) comes down the piano aisle from the back area.  She sings as she comes.  _____ moves to the singer’s stand and remains there.) 

“Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod? 

With its crystal tide forever

Flowing by the throne of God?  

(Soloist #2 (_______ using a cordless mike) comes down the piano aisle from the back area.  He sings as he comes.  _____ joins _______ at the singer’s stand and remains there.  He will have finished his verse before he joins _______.)  

“On the margin of the river

Washing up its silver spray

We will walk and worship ever

All the happy golden day.”  

 
Narrator: This past year and early January turned faith into sight, turned hope into reality for TEN of our church family.  This separation has caused us grief.  Yes, Christians grieve.  Our Savior Himself wept at the graveside of a friend.  But at the same time we don't grieve as those who have no hope, because Jesus is with us and wherever Jesus is, you can always find hope.  Thanks to Him we're no longer bound and shackled by legalism, by all the fears and worry that go with it.  As the Bible says, “We're free, yes, free indeed.”  
And yet we yearn for more.  We yearn for a world where there are no disappointments, no aches and pains.  We want a world without cancer, heart disease, AIDS, and arthritis.  We want to live in a world with perfect bodies that never age.  A world where there is never again a need for a service like this one.
(Narrator REMAINS AT THE PULPIT)
 

(Soloist #3 (____________) comes down the piano aisle from the back area using a cordless mike.  He sings as he comes.  ______ joins ________ at the singer’s stand and remains there.  He will have finished his verse before he joins them.)  

“Ere we reach the shining river,

Lay we every burden down,

Grace our spirits will deliver,

And provide a robe and crown.”  


Narrator:  How do you answer the question?  Shall we gather at the river that flows by the throne of God?  

Would you stand and sing with us the fourth verse and then answer that very question in song???  Answer it loud and clear so even the saints in heaven can hear your answer!  
(All stand and sing vs 4 and the chorus twice without instruments.  The words are on the screen.  Everyone, including the three singers, is then seated.)

Narrator:  Our Christian loved ones who have gone on before us now live in such a world.  We can be sad for us, but we needn't be sad for them because they are now gathered at the river that flows by the throne of God.  Can you think of a better place for them to be?  I can’t.  They're home...finally home.
 

Song by __________:  Finally Home

  
(________ will move to her position behind the communion table facing the congregation.  She will need the lighter for the Christ candle only.  __________ will light the Christ candle as Narrator begins reading.)

Narrator (from the pulpit microphone):  Hebrews 1:3 says that Jesus is the radiance – the brightness - of God's glory.  Jesus is the light which shines in the midst of all of our own darkness and confusion.   Thank God, Jesus still shines even on the darkest night.  

 

[Lighting of candle on the communion table representing Jesus]

 

Narrator (from the pulpit microphone):  *** SHOW SLIDE 1 ***  Please join us in remembering those from our membership who have gone home to be with Jesus during this past year.
 

[as each name is read, ______ uses the “Christ Candle” to 

light the ten candles on the communion table.  

_________ remains behind the table as she lights these candles.  

This will allow the congregation to see each candle as it is lit. 

 Narrator will pause while ______ lights that particular candle.  
The projection crew will show the appropriate slide (if a slide is available.  If not a blank slide will be inserted.)

Narrator will show _______ the pattern of lighting the candles so

that ________ is able to light each one in a sequence.)

 

Narrator (from the pulpit microphone – probably five seconds for each name):  

Iris Wallace  *** SHOW SLIDE 2 ***  May 30
Carrie Bradley *** SHOW SLIDE 3 ***   July 3

Helen Bush Helton *** SHOW SLIDE 4 ***   September 5

Ruth Cooper *** SHOW SLIDE 5 ***   September 9 
Marie Boyle  *** SHOW SLIDE 6 ***  November 4

Calhoun Jackson  *** SHOW SLIDE 7 ***  November 7
Ida M. Childs  *** SHOW SLIDE 8 ***  November 26
Elsie Caldwell  *** SHOW SLIDE 9 ***  December 7
Roscoe Gabbert  *** SHOW SLIDE 10 ***  December 27
Grace Norris  *** SHOW SLIDE 11 ***  January 4
[after the last candle is lit, _______ will return to her seat.]

Narrator:  We also honor our dear saints from 2003 and 2002.  

****PROJECTION ROOM: SHOW THE REMAINING SLIDES WITH A FIVE SECOND GAP BETWEEN THEM.  There will be no music. 

***END OF SLIDES – RETURN TO SONGSHOW***
 (RAISE THE LIGHTING SLIGHTLY AT THIS TIME ON THE POST LAMPS SO THAT EVERYONE CAN SEE THE COLOR OF MY FLOWERS.  WE WILL ADJUST THE LIGHTING BACK DOWN DURING THE INVITATION WHEN ALL EYES ARE CLOSED. ) 

Pastor Tom presents “The Four Branches” which leads into the next song.  

Congregational:  (Projector: “What A Day That Will Be”.  Everyone stands.)

Invitation:  (Pastor Tom will be in the pulpit.  The congregation remains standing after the previous song.  No song will be sung at this time.  Pianist will continue playing the previous song.  Pastor Tom will give the invitation by leading everyone in the pews in the sinner’s prayer.  “If you were to die right now would it be that kind of day for you?”)  
(READJUST THE LIGHTING DOWN SLIGHTLY WHEN EVERYONE HAS THEIR EYES CLOSED.  NO ONE WILL BE COMING TO THE FRONT DURING THIS INVITATION.)

(Everyone is seated.)

Reading by Pastor Tom:  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength

and honor and glory and praise!”
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:  “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”  14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.”


Wonder what that experience is now like for our loved ones and friends who are right now at this very moment enjoying being in the presence of God?  

The poet said,  

I CAN ONLY IMAGINE
I can only imagine what it will be like

When I walk by Your side, (Jesus).

I can only imagine what my eyes will see

When Your face is before me.

I can only imagine.
Surrounded by Your glory what will my heart then feel?

Will I dance for you Jesus or in awe of you be still?

Will I stand in Your presence or to my knees will I fall?

Will I sing hallelujah?

Will I be able to speak at all?

I can only imagine.

I can only imagine when that day comes

And I find myself standing in the Son - the S-O-N.

I can only imagine when all I will do

Is forever, forever worship you

I can only imagine, I can only imagine.

What is heaven like for our friends and loved ones who have gone on before us?  I can only imagine…how about you?

Closing Song:  “I Can Only Imagine” by ________.  (________ finishes his song by quoting Revelation 22:20 as follows, “And Jesus says to us, “Surely I come quickly.”  Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”)  

Dismissal Prayer by Pastor Tom
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