“O Ye of Little Faith”
Read Hebrews 11: 1 – 6.

Introduction:  As we begin this study on faith it is perhaps best for us to first identify the depth of our own faith.  One of our oldest saints told me today, “My spouse was strong in faith but I myself am weak in faith.”  We talk about faith – we sing about faith – but how strong is our faith?

Perhaps Mark 9 describes where most of us are.  The key verse is verse ______.  However, notice that the man’s faith was answered.  Hence, we should recognize that a strong faith in a _____________________ produces nothing.  However, a weak faith in the _____________________ produces very much.  

See Matthew 17:20 and now measure your faith!  If the faith of Hebrews chapter 11 is the length of a football field then at what yard mark are you? ____

Our story may be “O Ye Of Little Faith.”  But the title of Hebrews 12 would be “O Ye of _____________  Faith.”  Their faith should challenge us considerably as we begin this study in Hebrews 11!

Preliminary thoughts:  

The word translated “believe” is found 247 times in the New Testament, and the kindred term “faith” occurs 244 times, while “faithful,” which simply means “full of faith” appears 67 times.  The Greek word for “believe” means to persuade, to give credit to, to trust, or confide in.  The Hebrews word for “believe” means to stay, to support, and then, that which forms the stay, its foundation.  It is from the Hebrew word that we derive the English term,  Amen,  signifying “of a truth,” or “so be it.”  So when we read that Abraham believed God, he actually “amened” Him.  

Consider the importance of faith:

1. for believing that God exists – Hebrews 11:6 

2. for salvation – the entire gospel of John, Ephesians 2:8

3. for effective prayer – John 14:13

4. for the work of God – Matthew 13:58

5. for proving our salvation – James 2:19 – 22

6. for physical healing – James 5:15

7. for Christian service – II Corinthians 5:7, Galatians 2:20

8. for assurance – II Timothy 1:12

9. for the storms of life – Acts 27:25

10. for tomorrow’s problems – Matthew 6:33 and preceding

11. for overcoming victory – I John 5:4

Definition of faith:  Faith is F___________________  A_______     I     T________________  H______.

Apart from the faith God asks for there can be no access to Him or blessing from Him.  Without faith, God stands outside a closed door and His grace and power cannot prevail.  The electric current cannot communicate its energy till contact is made.  Faith, then, is the switch supplying the spiritual contact.  It links the soul to god so that the power of God is released.

Thomas Watson:  “Faith fetches all from Christ and gives all glory to Christ.”

Faith does not contradict reason; it rises superior to it. What reason cannot understand, faith accepts.  Reason is full of “why’s” and “wherefores.”  Faith on the other hand asks no questions.  It takes God at His word.

“A Title Deed to a Piece of Property”

Introduction:  A man in Leeds, England visited his doctor to have his hearing checked.  The doctor removed the man’s hearing aid and the man’s hearing immediately improved.  He had been wearing the device in the wrong ear for over 20 years!  This patient had faith that he was right but was he?  

1.  Read Hebrews 11:1-6.  

2.  Last week:  we measured our own faith.  Do you remember the question?   If the faith of Hebrews chapter 11 is the length of a football field (100 yards) then at what yard mark are you? _________.  

3.  Questions yet to be answered:

· Is our faith strong enough to go anywhere that God leads?  

· Who or what is our faith in?  (theme of entire book of Hebrews – is it in Christ or the Levitical priesthood?)

· Is there a reason for our faith?  

· Are we sure that our faith will not disappoint?

· Does faith have a reward?

· Why should a person walk by faith?

· Does faith remove all problems?

· Can a person believe in God and yet still not be saved?

· Does faith ever contradict the Bible?

· How much faith does it take for us to say we have faith?

· Is there a difference between saving faith and serving faith?

· Do the demons have faith?

Background:  Some churches/preachers/Christians are “one-track Christians.”  In other words, they emphasize only one aspect of the Bible.  As a result their ministry is weak in many areas.  Notice, however, that God’s recipe includes more than just one diet.  God is interested in making a complete Christian.  God does this through carefully developing the phrase “the just shall live by faith.”  This phrase appears in three books of the Bible: Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews.  (Note:  Since Paul wrote the first two books many conclude that Paul is also the anonymous writer of Hebrews since the same phrase appears in all three books.)

· In Romans (1:17) the emphasis is upon whom are the ____________?

· In Galatians (3:11) the emphasis is upon how shall we ______________?

· In Hebrews (10:38) the emphasis is upon what is ________________?

Key words in Hebrews 11:1:

Faith (pistis, Gr.)  - means to believe, trust, put faith in, rely upon a person or thing. Kindred Terms:   The word translated “believe” is found 247 times in the New Testament, and the kindred term “faith” occurs 244 times, while “faithful,” which simply means “full of faith” appears 67 times.  The Greek word for “believe” means to persuade, to give credit to, to trust, or confide in.  The Hebrews word for “believe” means to stay, to support, and then, that which forms the stay, its foundation.  It is from the Hebrew word that we derive the English term,  Amen,  signifying “of a truth,” or “so be it.”  So when we read that Abraham believed God, he actually “amened” Him.

Substance (hupostasis, Gr.)  - that which stands under, a foundation.  It thus speaks of the ground on which one builds a hope.  Moulton and Milligan report its use as a legal term.  It stands for the “whole body of documents bearing on the ownership of a person’s property, deposited in archives, and forming the evidence of ownership.”  They suggest the translation, “Faith is the title-deed of things hoped for.”  The Holy Spirit-energized act of faith is the title deed which God places in our hands, guaranteeing to us the possession of the thing for which we trust Him!  WOW!!!!  This means ___________________ (that God will do just exactly what He has said)!

Evidence (elegchos, Gr.) – a legal term meaning “evidence that is accepted for conviction.”  We might translate this verse “the conviction of things not seen as yet.”  We may not yet have the physical proof in our hands (not seen as yet) but we act as if we do!  It has already been proven to you!  (For example, see Hebrews 11:7 “not seen as yet.”)  

Illustration of faith:  Use a chair to demonstrate simple faith.

Faith is only as good as its ____________ and the object of our faith is God!

Group analysis:  What do I do because I have faith in God?  (make a list)

1.


2. 


3. 


4.

5.  


6. 


7. 


8.

Various Ways to Translate Hebrews 11:1

1. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  KJV

2. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. NASV

3. Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. DARBY

4. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  NIV

5. And faith is of things hoped for a confidence, of matters not seen a conviction.  YOUNG

6. Faith assures us of things we expect and convinces us of the existence of things we cannot see.  

7. Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real even if we do not see it.  NEW CENTURY

Wiersbe:  True Bible faith is not blind optimism or a manufactured “hope so” feeling.  Neither is it an intellectual assent to a doctrine.  It is certainly not believing in spite of evidence!  That would be superstition.  True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.  

Spurgeon:  Faith is ____________  at rest in God.

Hudson Taylor:  Faith is more than sight; it is the substance!

John Calvin defined faith as “a steady and certain knowledge of the Divine benevolence towards us, which being bounded on the truth of the gratuitous promise in Christ, is both revealed to our minds, and confirmed to our hearts, by the Holy Spirit.”  

Wiersbe:  Faith is confidence in God that leads to obedience to God.  True faith is based on what God says and is demonstrated in what we do.  People with faith do things for God, and God does things for them.

Moody:  “Faith makes all things possible; love makes all things easy.”

Warning:  “Some have used Hebrews 11:1 in support of a ‘pie-in-the-sky’ type of religion but actually it teaches the reverse.  The word ‘substance’ does not mean ‘substitute’ as though faith was a substitute for evidence.  It means ‘a title deed to a piece of property.’  God tells us that although none of us has entered fully into the inheritance that is ours through faith, nevertheless, faith is our title to it.  Faith is itself the evidence of things not yet fully seen.”  Boice

Faith Handout #3

How much faith do we truly have?  One of the pastor’s classes did a “brainstorming” session on the question:  what do I do because I have faith in God?  The list kept growing and growing!  

	1. Pray and expect results
	2. Trust God!

	3. Love and charity toward others
	4. Attend church to carry on God’s work

	5. Witness to the lost
	6. Visit the sick, etc.

	7. Accept and read the Bible 
	8. Believe what God has said

	9. Obey the Golden Rule
	10. Testify of what God has done for me

	11. Pursue consecration/holiness
	12. Rest in God’s work of salvation

	13. Tithe to fund God’s work 
	14. Obey because of the consequences

	15. Avoid sin to escape chastisement
	16. Praise and worship the Creator

	17. Toil on for future rewards!
	18. Sorrow not as others with no hope 

	19. Keep clear conscience – it will pay!
	20. Preach expecting God to empower 

	21. Sing hymns of faith 
	22. Avoid anger 

	23. Answered prayer proves God is real
	24. Leave job/trust God to supply needs

	25. Look for second coming of Jesus
	26. Patience in trials, God is in control

	27. Cross = full payment for my sin
	28. Peace of God can be mine!

	29. Believe in creation, not evolution
	30. Worry free -  leave it up to God!

	31. Eternal home in heaven after death
	32. Lose fear of death/Thou art with me!

	33. Pray for healing 
	34. Resurrection hope – see me again!

	35. Get ready for the second coming!
	36. I will live again.


How about two more straight from the Bible?  

· By faith we __________________  even though we have never _________________  (I Peter 1:8).

· By faith we believe in the _______________,  _________________,  and _________________  even though we were not there to witness it (John 20:29).  

Remember: All men have faith (faith in an automobile, Social Security, bank, or surgeon).  However, faith is only as good as its ____________   - can the object do what we believe (faith) it will do?   Thankfully, the object of the Christian’s faith is God!  But, (and this is very important!) our faith must be rooted in a correct view of God (Matthew 7:21-23)!  After all, some have faith that there is no hell – does the fact that they have faith in their beliefs mean they are right?
Numerous insights:

J. Oswald Sanders:  “Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen.”

Wiersbe:  True Bible faith is not blind optimism or a manufactured “hope so” feeling.  True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.  (See Hebrews 11:35 for the consequences which the faithful may experience.)  

Spurgeon:  Faith is ____________  at rest in God.  (WOW!  This includes creation, too!)  Me:  Thus, I don’t have to know all the ________________.

Note:  Faith is not a dream of our own making!  It must be rooted in a correct view of God (see Romans 10:17).  True faith does not bring ___________  into __________ will but it brings _______________  into ______________  will.  (Pastor’s note:  This is especially true in dealing with the adversities of life.)

Wiersbe:  Faith is confidence in God that leads to obedience to God.  True faith is based on what God says and is demonstrated in what we do.  People with faith do things for God, and God does things for them.

· James 2:14-20 can be summarized in this way: people don’t believe what they _______________; people believe what they ____________.  
· Illustration:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were given the choice of whether to obey a God whom they could _________________ or to obey Nebuchadnezzar whom they could _____________.  
Conclusion of verse 1 – God does not ask us, “How are you ______________?” but God asks us, “How are you ____________________?”  This is the issue in Hebrews chapter 11!2

Verse 2 – “For by it” – the keyword is it!  These people (Old Testament saints) gained approval from God because of their _________________  and because of ______________________.  

Sometimes we try to gain God’s approval through other ways such as:

1. 



2. 



3.





4.



5.



6.

Good report – (comes from the Greek word “martyr” or “witness”) – God bore witness to them that their faith gained victory for them over all obstacles.  They pleased God!  Hence, we should have faith!  See Matthew 25:21 where our own report card will be generated!

Faith Handout #4

Read Hebrews 11:1 –6.

Hebrews chapter 11 represents “God’s Hall of _______________.”  Contrast that with the “Hall of Fame” which exists in various sports/achievements in the secular world.  (The Danbury Mint is selling a new collectible – what they term an “exceptional portrait sculpture of John Elway.”  

But “God’s Hall of Faith” would not include John Elway but men like ________________, ___________, ________________, and (write down the name of someone whom you believe to be a person of great faith)  _______________________________.

Remember:  (quoting Wiersbe)  “True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.  The circumstances may be impossible, and the consequences frightening and unknown; but we obey God’s Word just the same and believe Him to do what is right and what is best.

“The unsaved world does not understand true Bible faith, probably because it sees so little faith in action in the church today.  The cynical editor H. L. Mencken defined faith as ‘illogical belief in the occurrence of the impossible.’  The world fails to realize that faith is only as good as its ________________, and the object of our faith is _______________.  Faith is not some ‘feeling’ that we manufacture.  It is our total response to what God has revealed in His Word.”

Illustration:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were given the choice  of whether to obey a God whom they could _________________  or to obey Nebuchadnezzar whom they could _____________.  
Conclusion of verse 1 – God does not ask us, “How are you ______________?” but God asks us, “How are you ____________________?”  This is the issue in Hebrews chapter 11!

Verse 2 – “For by it” – the keyword is it!  These people (Old Testament saints) gained approval from God because of their _________________  and because of ______________________.  

Sometimes we try to gain God’s approval through other ways such as:

1. 



2. 



3.





4.



5.



6.

Good report – (comes from the Greek word “martyr” or “witness”) – God Himself bore witness to them that their faith gained victory for them over all obstacles.  They pleased God (proven by rest of chapter)!  Hence, we should have faith!  See Matthew 25:21 and I Corinthians 3:11-15 where our own report card will be generated!

Verse 3 –  understand:  this speaks of the mind rather than of sight.  It is the acceptance of unproven scientific proof because it believes that “all truth is ____________________ truth.”  This includes such truths as the laws of gravity, physics, nature, mathematics, etc.

This includes us accepting the virgin birth, the age of Methusaleh, and the resurrection, too!

worlds – (Your Bible may have a note which says that this literally means “the ages were planned.”)  This word (aion) represents not only the physical universe but also its administration or order, i.e. how it operates.

By faith we believe that the entire universe was created out of __________________.   Even an understanding of the universe, of our very own existence, is based upon ______________!

Why do we believe that the universe could be created out of nothing but our brother carpenter could not create a cross out of nothing?  What is the difference?  

If the world could only understand verse 3 then it would be well on the road to understanding its own heart and why nothing in this world can satisfy the longing of man’s heart!

MacArthur:  “…the worlds were framed by the Word of God, a truth the world’s most brilliant thinkers have not discovered and cannot discover on their own.  It is beyond the realm of scientific investigation, but it is not beyond knowing – if we are willing to be taught by the Word of God.”

Note:  The Bible does not contradict science.  Instead, it waits on science to catch up with the Bible.  For example, see Isaiah 40:22.

Faith may ask the question ________________  but faith does not need the ____________________  to why.  

Faith Handout #5

Hebrews chapter 11 represents “God’s Hall of _______________.”  Contrast that with the “Hall of Fame” which exists in various sports/achievements in the secular world 
Conclusion of chapter 11 – God does not ask us, “How are you ______________?” but God asks us, “How are you ____________________?”  This is the issue in Hebrews chapter 11!  Note:  The word feeling appears  __________  times in this chapter.

1.  Faith also is the big issue when we determine the origin of our universe as well as the origin of each one of us.  Is evolution correct?  Did man come from a monkey?  Is man constantly improving and becoming more godlike and pure?  These critical issues are also answered by this biblical idea called faith!

Verse 3 –  understand:  this speaks of the mind rather than of sight.  It is the acceptance of unproven scientific proof because it believes that “all truth is ____________________ truth.”  This includes such truths as the laws of gravity, physics, nature, mathematics, etc.

This includes us accepting the virgin birth, the age of Methuselah, and the resurrection, too!

worlds – (Your Bible may have a note which says that this literally means “the ages were planned.”)  This word (aion) represents not only the physical universe but also its administration or order, i.e. how it operates.

By faith we believe that the entire universe was created out of __________________.   Even an understanding of the universe, of our very own existence, is based upon ______________!  

Consider the size of the universe!  The sun has a diameter of 864,000 miles (one hundred times that of earth’s) and could hold 1.3 million planets the size of earth inside it.  The star Betelguese has a diameter of 100 million miles which is larger than the earth’s orbit around the sun.  

Observation:  Why do we believe that the universe could be created out of nothing but our brother carpenter could not create a cross out of nothing?  What is the difference?  

If the world could only understand verse 3 then it would be well on the road to understanding its own heart and why nothing in this world can satisfy the longing of man’s heart!

MacArthur:  “…the worlds were framed by the Word of God, a truth the world’s most brilliant thinkers have not discovered and cannot discover on their own.  It is beyond the realm of scientific investigation, but it is not beyond knowing – if we are willing to be taught by the Word of God.”

Note:  The Bible does not contradict science.  Instead, it waits on science to catch up with the Bible.  For example, see Isaiah 40:22.

Faith may ask the question ________________  but faith does not need the ____________________  to why.  

2.  Faith also explains the continuance of the universe.  See Colossians 1:17.  Imagine even a slight change in the earth’s rotation around the sun!  Our climate would be radically changed.  Scientists now speak of the Anthropic Principle “which sates that the universe appears to be carefully designed for the well-being of mankind.”  

D. Lee Chestnut says about the atom, “Here are eight positively charged protons…with them are eight neutrons with no positive charge.  Like charges of electricity and like magnetic poles repel each other and unlike charges or magnetic poles attract each other.  What holds the nucleus together?  Why doesn’t it fly apart?  And, therefore, why do not all atoms fly apart?…we live in a world in which practically every object is a potential nuclear explosion without being blown to bits…”

3.  Faith also explains the end of the universe.  People wonder about the end of the world and whether it will happen very soon.  Based upon our interpretation of scripture the world will not come to an end for at least ____________  years.

The first _____________  of those years is the time required for the ____________________  and the last _________________  of those years is the time required for the __________________________________________.  This is what we call the pretribulational, premillennial view.

The end of the universe is described in II Peter 3:10-12 and Revelation 21:1.

*******Next week’s assignment – bring a fruit or vegetable for next week!!!!

Faith Handout #6

Read Hebrews 11:1-4 and Genesis 4:18.

James Moffatt wrote, “Death is never the last word in the life of a righteous man.  When a man leaves this world, be he righteous or unrighteous, he leaves something in the world.  He may leave something that will grow and spread like a cancer or a poison, or he may leave something like the fragrance of perfume or a blossom of beauty that permeates the atmosphere with blessing.”  Man leaves this world either a __________________  or an _______________.

What Cain and Abel had in common: 

· both were born after the fall of Adam (Genesis 4:1).

· both were born outside the Garden of Eden.

· both were both of the same parents with the same sin nature.

· both were equally guilty before God of their individual sins.

· both were in need of the same salvation.

Where Cain and Abel differed:

· Cain was the first born and Abel was the second born.

· The name “Cain” may mean “I have gotten a man, even Jehovah”  (i.e.  Eve may have thought Cain was her Savior as promised in Genesis 3:15.  What a disappointment!).  Abel’s name means “breath” and probably predicted the brevity of his life.

· Cain’s occupation was that of a _________________ while Abel’s occupation was that of a _____________________.  Cain’s occupation provided for the family’s food (they were likely vegetarians – see Genesis 1:29, 2:16 and 9:3) and Abel’s provided for the family’s clothing.

· Cain and Abel had a different approach to salvation even though both were _______________________.

· Abel was a ________________ (Luke 11:47-51) but Cain was a ______________________ and “was of the wicked one” (I John 3:12).  

The Sacrifice  – Hebrews 11:4 says that Abel’s sacrifice was _____________________ than Cain.  In what sense could this be so?  Although many details are not found in the biblical account yet it seems probable that Cain and Abel had more than sufficient knowledge to understand the way to God.  We may deduce the following from the Bible:

1. Both had a place to worship – they brought their sacrifices somewhere – perhaps to an altar just outside the Garden of Eden.

2. Both had a time to worship – Genesis 3:3 suggests it took place at the end of a certain period of time.  In our case it would be after one week!  Picture both Cain and Abel coming together to the altar on Sunday morning!

3. Both had an example for worship (Genesis 3:21 – the Bible word atonement - see Leviticus 17:11- means “covering”  which is exactly what God did with Adam and Eve).  Remember that faith comes by ___________________!!!  

4. Both had a way to worship (but only one had the true way!!!).  

· What Cain brought – fruit of his own ____________________.    It may have been a potato.  Imagine a man bringing a potato to God and expecting it to make him right with God!  The songwriter would instead sing, “Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to my potato I cling!”  

List six items which modern day Cain brings before God, fully expecting it to make him right with God.

1.                                          2.                                           3.

4.                                          5.                                           6.

· What Abel brought – the blood of the _________________.  Even the fat belonged to God (Leviticus 3:16). 

The Final Invitation –  Genesis 3:6-7 reminds us that God is not willing that any should perish…that included Adam and Eve, it included rebellious Cain, and it includes you, too!  Picture sin crouching at the door wanting to take him captive!  And it did, too!  “Almost persuaded, now to _______________!”

3.  The Horrible Act – Verse 8 records the first murder.  Isn’t it interesting that Cain took the _________________ of his brother but he refused the ________________  of the Lamb!

Conclusion:  Because Abel _________________  he offered a better sacrifice.  Because he offered a better sacrifice he obtained ____________________.  Because he obtained righteousness he says for all men of all ages, “Righteousness is by _________________.”

Do You Have the Same Faith as Abel?  

You brought your own fruit/vegetable this evening and God has rejected that offering.  Would you like to trade your fruit/vegetable for the sacrifice of Calvary?  The pastor has a “token of the blood” at the altar.  You may trade your “works” for “the work of Jesus” as we stand to sing “Amazing Grace”. 

Faith Handout #7

Opening question:  There is a riddle which ties some Christians in knots because it does not make any sense.  It goes like this:  Who was the oldest man in the Bible but died before his father?  ____________________.  How, though, can such a thing be?  

Read Genesis 5:18-27.

1.  How old was Enoch when his son was born?  _________

2.  How old was Methuselah when he died?  ___________

3.  How old was Enoch when his son died?  ___________

4.  How can this be?  Verse 24 says that Enoch was not for _______________

__________________________.  We would use the word ________________ to describe this event which may take place even tonight as we speak!  The only other man in the Bible to experience this event was ______________.  

5.  This incredible event took place by _________________.      (See 

Hebrews 11:5-6).  It was by faith that Enoch lived a life pleasing to God and God chose to translate him.  

6.  Perhaps now is a good time to review what James has to say about faith.  James 2:14-20 makes it plain that you only truly believe what __________________ you.  James point is, “Don’t tell me about your faith!  Instead show me your faith!  If you can’t show it then you don’t really have it!”

7.  Enoch showed his faith in a very wicked world by walking with God.  The Bible states that this walk began after his son was born.  J. Vernon McGee said about his earlier life, “It may have been a careless life.  It could have been a life that was lived in indifference, or perhaps in open sin.  One day he went into the nursery and looked down into the crib at that little fellow who was kicking and gooing.  When Enoch looked down at that little baby he recognized his responsibility and it changed his life.  He started to walk with God.  My friend, if the presence of a baby in the home won’t change your lifestyle then nothing will.”

8.  The term walk is used many times in the New Testament to represent faithful living.  “walk in newness of life…walk by faith and not by sight…walk in the Spirit…walk in love…”  The word implies a ____________________, i.e. how we live day after day as a pattern of life.  It does not speak of a one day occurrence but rather of a continuing occurrence!

9.  What does it mean to walk with God?  

· implies reconciliation has occurred (Amos 3:3).  Rebellion was gone!

· implies corresponding natures exist (II Corinthians 6:4-6).

· implies a surrendered will.  God does not force His company on anyone.

8.  Enoch showed his faith by preaching to a wicked world (Jude 14-15).  He preached about the same time as Noah!

9.  Then one day God came along and Enoch could no longer be found.  Here is how it happened!

10.  Translated – (“carried across” – see its usage in Acts 7:16 where the remains of Jacob were moved, also Galatians 1:6 and Hebrews 7:12) this word means to take something out of one language and put it in another language.  The idea is that Enoch was translated out of one sphere of life and translated into another.  It was no longer earth for Enoch but rather heaven!

11.  The rapture is also our promise!  Notice that Enoch could have been kept safe in Noah’s ark from the flood (this would have pictured us having to live on earth during the Great Tribulation) but Enoch was instead delivered from the flood and before the flood by being raptured!  The same thing will happen to us!  Please read Revelation 3:10 and 4:1 and I Thessalonians 4:16-17.

12.  was not found – this suggests that they ______________  for Enoch.  A similar experience occurred with Enoch in II Kings 2:17.

Faith Handout #8

A Lesson for Heartbroken Christians

Read Hebrews 11: 1 –6

Case #1 - On this morning’s radio a preacher told of speaking to one of the large political groups in Russia.  Being a preacher he naturally referred over and over again to “God” – i.e. “God did this and God did that and God knows and God speaks…”  Finally a Communist rose to his feet and asked a question in perfect honesty.  He said, “You keep talking about God but who is God?  What does God do?  Where does God live?  How does God think?  Who is this God of whom you speak?”  Such a man obviously needs to begin with the most elementary lesson before he can ever have faith!

Case #2 -  The same radio preacher received a letter from a listener in the hospital.  This writer explained that he was a young man with a wife and two young children.  However, he had just been injured in an accident.  The doctors said that he would be crippled for life.  The writer said, “How can you tell me there is a God when something like this has happened to me?  I have a wife and two children to feed!  They need me and now I am ruined!  What kind of God do you serve anyway?”  The radio preacher remarked that it is hard to have faith when we are on the other side of the sovereignty of God (i.e. God did not do it our way but He allowed or wanted it to be done another way!)

Introduction:  This evening’s lesson continues to build our appreciation of what faith really is, what faith can do in our lives, but this particular lesson focuses largely on the most basic necessity to a true, vibrant, and living faith.  In Case #1 the Communist could not yet have faith because he did not have this necessity.  In Case #2 the young man had no faith because he refused to acknowledge the most basic necessity to a true, vibrant faith.

1.  Our community is full of people who started out believing (faithing) in God as the Almighty.  But something happened (often a tragedy, a broken marriage, a sickness, loss of job, watching a loved one die) which caused them to question God and it was not long until they turned a different direction with their lives.  It is at times such as these (and they happen to you and me, too!) that our faith is stretched to the limit – in reality we find out if we truly had any faith in the first place!

2.  In all honesty, this stretching experience (probably the worst experience we will ever know) shakes us so badly that we may question many of the items we had always before treated as rock solid:  the Bible, our friends, our church, prayer, even the old hymns of the faith!  We may lose faith in these items one by one but then God brings us once again to the most fundamental belief of all and it is that belief which restores our faith and brings us through the storm and gives us a reason to believe again.  

3.  Verse 6 says, “he that cometh to God must believe that God ___________.”  We would tend to think that there should be another word after this such as “God is love” or “God is light” but the Bible writer simply wants us to remember that the most basic reason we exercise faith is because we believe that God _________________.  

4.  Point:  There will come a day in your life when you may want to walk away from everything you now believe but in the midst of your tears and hurt you will reaffirm your faith that God actually does exist – that God somehow was in charge – and that your plans going astray are somehow understood by the Great and Holy God of heaven.  

5.  For example, consider once again the life of suffering Job.  

· (Job 1:8-12) Job had done _________________ to deserve his lot.

· (Job 1:12)  God gave great leniency to Satan in dealing with Job.

· (Job 1:13-21, 2:7)  Job lost _________________ which was precious to him.  

· (Job 1:10)  Job hits rock bottom but he hits rock bottom still with a belief that God is!!!  Note:  Job has now even lost faith in his wife!

· (Job 13:3, 15)  Job admits he does not understand why but “though God slay me yet I will still trust in Him!”  Faith in a wiser and higher power!
· (Job 14:14-15)  Job is convinced that God is in control!

· (Job 23:3, 8-10)  God has withdrawn His presence!  Though Job feels alone yet he remains convinced that God knows the way he will take!

It wasn’t Job’s church which pulled him through, nor his friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu), nor his prayers nor his stubbornness but over and over again he came back to the most basic premise of all:  my God truly is (exists) and if my God exists then He must, MUST know what He is doing!!!  So hold on, dear Christian, joy comes in the morning!

“And we/I ______________ that all things work together for ____________.”

Faith Handout #9

Read Hebrews 11:4-7.  

How powerful can faith be?  Can faith cause you to believe in something which you have never seen?  something which you have never proven?  something which others may reject and even ridicule?  This evening’s lesson shows us the answer to these questions through the life of the Old Testament patriarch, Noah.

Thus far we have studied Abel, Enoch, and Noah.  Abel showed the way of faith; Enoch illustrated the walk of faith; and now Noah is the witness of faith.

In recent days NBC showed a four-hour mini-series which was supposedly based on the story of Noah and the ark.  However, this story so distorted the holy scriptures that this pastor refused to watch even the first minute of this program!  

The Herald Dispatch religious writer (Bob Withers from 7th Avenue) wrote:  “The ‘scribbling scribes’ put together a miniseries so convoluted and offensive to so many that by the time the second segment went off the air, the network was issuing an apology – sort of – in addition to the disclaimer at the beginning of each installment.” 

So tonight let’s study “Noah and the Ark – The Way It Really Happened!”

1.  The context of world conditions in Noah’s day – (see Genesis 6:1-8).  It is plain from these scriptures that Noah lived in a very sinful day.  Verses 5-7 indicate how serious the matter was in the eyes of God.  Verses 11-12 reveal that there was not even a glimmer of hope!  

2.  Rabbit trail:  Lest we forget this story also provides a final warning to our own generation:  (Matthew 24:36-42).  In Noah’s day the people were more concerned with everyday activities than eternal activities.  In addition, there was a marked decline in morality along with an increase in demonic activity.  This is likewise occurring today (can the sexual headlines in the supermarket magazines become any bolder?).  Can the coming of Jesus be far away?  

3.  Warned of God (vs 7)  -  “Faith comes by _______________  and hearing by the ________________.” (Genesis 6:17, 7:4, 11-12.)  

· Notice that Noah was warned about something which he had never seen!

· God watered the earth before the flood without __________ (Genesis 2:5-6).

· How could it rain that much to cover everything in the earth?  The waters for the flood came from ___________  directions (Genesis 7:11).

· The breaking up from below would have drastically changed the surface of the earth.

· The waters from above probably came from the canopy of water vapor which surrounded the earth at this time.  Based upon Genesis 1:6-8 the scientist Henry Morris states, “the ‘waters above the firmament’ constituted the vast vaporous canopy which maintained the earth as a beautiful greenhouse, preventing cold temperatures and therefore preventing wind and rain storms.  Being in the vapor state it…contained vast quantities of water extending well out into space.”

4.  How to escape from the pending judgment  -  “Build an ark out in the middle of this dry land!”  (Noah was miles from the ocean!)  
5.  moved with fear – This does not mean that Noah was influenced by fright.  The Green work “eulabeomai” means “to act cautiously, to reverence, stand in awe of.”  He was moved out of reverence because he truly believed God could do whatever He promised to do!  

The question is, “Would we have believed what God promised to do?”  This may surprise us but maybe we already are!!!  Let’s make a list of items which we believe in (just like Noah believed it would rain even though he had never seen it) even though we have never seen them. 

1. 



2.



3.

4.



5.



6.

6. condemned the world – Noah’s faith influenced his whole family and they were saved.  However, his faith also condemned the whole world for his faith revealed their unbelief.  “I hate you because every time I meet you, you show me what I am.”  

For 120 years Noah held a ____________ in one hand and a ___________ in the other hand.  Once again we see that “faith without works is dead.”  Hebrews 11 mentions saint after saint because their faith continually moved them!  Remember:  we only truly believe what ____________________  us.

Faith Handout #10

Read Hebrews 11:8-19

Introduction:  Thus far we have studied Abel, Enoch, and Noah.  Abel showed the way of faith; Enoch illustrated the walk of faith; and last week we learned that Noah is the witness of faith.  Each of these items is a progression in the life of faith.  Each of the above can be true of most church members.  However, tonight’s lesson goes to the heart of life itself:  whether we believe God can truly bless us if we “step into the water” and trust Him with our entire future.

The Challenge:  A boy came home from Sunday School one day looking upset.  His mother asked him what was wrong and he explained, “I learned in class today that Jesus wants me for a sunbeam and I was planning to be a truck driver.”

The challenge for each one of us is this:  “What does God want me to do with my life?  Can I trust Him to take care of me if I obey His call?”  

Please remember that God has a right to tell us what to do with our lives!  (See I Corinthians 6:18-19.)  Our lives are not our ______________ because Jesus ________________ them on the cross of Calvary with His own blood.

One of the most important lessons any of us can ever learn is Matthew 20:15.  It is a lesson which is true for us individually, for our family, for our church (God tests churches just like He tests individuals!), and especially for our children.

Pastor’s use only:  John Gowdy’s father was so upset (broke down) when John announced his calling to pastor.  Father wanted son to follow in his footsteps and be an accountant.  “Ted, what do you think of that?”  “I think it is wonderful.”  Father was soon saved and served God night and day in John’s Temple Baptist until he died of a heart attack.

Questions for our own study: What would you do if:

1. God called you or (if you are a wife) your husband to preach?

2. God called you to sell your house and go away to prepare for the ministry?

3. God called your child to be a missionary or a pastor or a pastor’s wife?

4. God called you to leave your business and go full-time in a gospel ministry?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?  

“…by faith Abraham obeyed and went out, not knowing where he would go…”  What made Abraham obey and what causes anyone to sell out (lock, stock, and barrel) for God ????

Background:  We often get the idea that the Bible saints were always saints; i.e. they had Christian parents and Christian homes and Christian upbringings.  But that was not the case for Abraham.

“Abraham was a sinful heathen who grew up in an unbelieving and idolatrous society.  He was raised in a home that was pagan (Joshua 24:2).  His native city of Ur was in Chaldea, in the general region called Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  It was a fertile land and was culturally advanced.  It was near where the Garden of Eden was located and was some 140 miles from where the great city of Babylon would one day be built.”  

(MacArthur

We can learn the following lessons from the life of Abraham:

1.  The life of faith begins with the willingness to leave one’s Ur (Genesis 12).  Ur represents the __________________.   When God calls you can rest assured that the world will also call!  The Christian, though, must realize the end result of the world’s call (I John 2:15-17).

Note:  Abraham’s faith in the beginning was less than perfect.  He disobeyed God by taking his father with him and by stopping in Haran (the halfway point between Ur and Canaan.  However, Hebrews 11 overlooks this weakness and perhaps we should overlook some of the own lapses of faith in our own brothers, also!  Remember:  how far have you gone from your own UR???

2.  The life of faith requires a commitment that God knows the final destination and how to get you there!  “…not knowing where he went…”
3.  The life of faith is saturated with patience (verse 9).  Tents were not considered permanent homes.  Though they dwelled in the land of promise yet the land was still only a promise.  Abraham just waited and waited and waited…  Often the hardest times for us are the in-between times, the times of waiting.  Abraham waited 25 years for the son of promise, all his life for the land of promise (which he never received).  

4.  The life of faith knows that the eternal reward is much better than the temporal reward (verse 10).  “Set your affection on things ____________.”  If we keep focusing on heaven then earth’s trials will seem so small! 

Never forget that the life of faith is the greatest adventure you can ever live!!!  Abraham went out not knowing where he would end up!  
Faith Handout #11

“You’re too old to have children.”

Introduction:  A strange story but a true story!   John Cameron Young was a wealthy, eccentric sailor, pilot, and businessman who lived in Marin County near San Francisco.  He died several years ago with his greatest wish unfulfilled.  He wanted to hear the sound of a piano hitting the ground from a great height.

In his will he specified that part of his estate should go toward a party for his friends.  The friends decided that the money should go toward enacting Young’s fantasy.  About 300 people cheered as a helicopter lifted an old upright piano 200 feet above a vacant lot in Santa Rose, California then let it go.  The piano exploded into splinters on impact.

Such a story is undoubtedly strange but it is also true.  Likewise, tonight’s lesson on faith deals with an even stranger story (but also just as true!).  It is a story which you might expect to see on the front cover of the “National Enquirer” or some other tabloid!  Yet it is true because God’s Word assures us it is true and God’s Word is inspired in every single detail!

Questions for Ladies Only: 

What is the ideal age for a mother to have a baby?  ________

At what age is it more difficult to have a healthy baby?  ___________

What do you think about having a baby at the age of 90?  _____________

Why not (the pastor guessed your answer to the previous question!)?

Important:  God will establish in this faith lesson that you are never too old to:

· be a part of God’s plan; 

· be a blessing to others; 

· leave footprints for the younger to follow!

Remember:  God can use you, no matter how old you may be!!!

Text:  Hebrews 11:8-16,  the two key phrases are in vs 11, “she was __________ age”; also, in vs 12 where Abraham is described as “good as _____________.”  In other words, neither spouse’s body was functioning in this capacity!  Conclusion:  this story cannot happen by “walking by sight but only by walking by faith!”

The Problem – Genesis 15:2-5.  The promise has been given but how can it happen because Sarai is barren (Genesis 16:1).  One possible solution (this is where we reason a solution rather than faith a solution) is to help God get it done.  However, this only made matters worse (Genesis 16:2-4).  Hagar’s descendents are the Arabs and they are still a thorn in Israel’s side today!

God’s Solution:  

· Genesis 17:15-19.  Discussion:  how do you interpret Abraham’s laugh?

· Genesis 18:1, 9-15. How would you have answered the question, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  

· Genesis 21:1-7 – imagine these parents then proudly taking their child to the doctor for his booster shots!  The doctor says, “It can’t be!” but they laugh and say, “God made it be!”

Lessons from this miracle for all of us:  

1. God may call you to believe in the impossible.  

2. God may wait for you to reach the impossible stage before He intervenes. Remember:  the birth of Isaac occurred 25 years after God’s first promise of a son!

3. God may choose you to show the rest of us that He can still do anything He wants!  So don’t count God short when you have problems!  (Note:  it wasn’t because of Abraham – he was chosen by grace!)

4. God may bless your golden years more than your younger years.  (Sarai’s name (Sarai means “contentious”) was changed to Sarah (means “princess”) because God had a different plan for her at the age of 90.)

5. God alone can decide when your fruit-bearing years come to an end. What is the age of 100 to an eternal God?

Conclusion:  Hebrews 11:12.  Only God can count the children of Abraham!  Every Jew that has ever been and will ever be is because of Abraham’s (and Sarah’s) faith!

Ephesians 3:20: “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think
Faith Handout #12

Introduction:  During the handshake ask everyone to show billfold pictures of their family.  

Question:  Why did you choose the picture you did?  Because you were proud of that picture.  You were not ashamed to show it off!

Text:  Hebrews 11:16 – underline God is not ashamed to be called their God.

1.  It feels good to get the approval of dad.  But I remember when he was ashamed of me.  I wrecked my big bike by trying to jump the ditch.  Dad was so ashamed of me!

2.  Song:  “I Want my Lord to be Satisfied with Me.”  Is He?

3.  God was not ashamed to be called their God – see Exodus 4:5 where God was proud to be called the God of A, I, and J.  Is God proud, though, to be called the God of Tom Swartzwelder?

4.  I John 2:28 – many will be ashamed at His coming just as Adam and Eve were ashamed and hid themselves in the Garden of Eden.

5.  People God was proud of:

· Abraham – Genesis 18:18-19 (contrast him with Lot)

· Job 1:8

· Joseph, stepfather of Jesus.  Do you think God entrusted His Son to just anyone?

· John – John 19:27 entrust His mother to just anyone?

6.  Revelation 21:3 – proud in heaven to have His name in our foreheads (22:4).

Would God be proud to show off pictures of me?

Faith Handout #13

“The Choices and Consequences of Faith”

Introduction: 

· What is the hardest decision of any kind that you have ever made?  (Take three or four answers from the audience.)  

· How did you make that decision?  Advice from others, past experience, true leadership from God?  

· Were you willing to accept the consequences of stepping out by faith?  both good and bad???

Point:  We have been studying for some time on faith but tonight we want to look at not only the choices of faith but also the consequences of faith because any time you make a choice of faith there will also be a consequence of faith! 

Read Hebrews 11:23-29.  

1.  Life is full of decisions:  who to marry, where to live, what to do with my life,  buy used car or new car, how to invest my money.  

2.  No one in the Bible better describes the impact of right decisions than Moses. Many decisions had to be made…most of them were right…but there was a consequence associated with every decision.

3.  Christian living involves making many decisions by faith.  Write:  The maturity of a Christian is revealed by the decisions he makes. Holiness is making right decisions; carnality is making wrong decisions.  

4.  Those decisions may be so big they change your entire life.  Shakespeare:

“There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;

Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”

5.  Do you like making big decisions?  Maybe not but they are God’s way of forcing us to grow up and depend upon Him!  The Bible mentions many times when God forced His people to make a decision!  (Assign each of the following verses to someone and ask them to read the verse:  Deuteronomy 30:19, Joshua 24:15, I Kings 18:21.)

6.  Notice the choices and consequences of the decisions surrounding Moses:

1. Faith accepts God’s plan, vs 23.  Amram and Jochebed were not afraid.  "Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  The parents somehow knew what to do with Moses.  Imagine the consequences if they are wrong in putting Moses in the ark!
2. Faith rejects the world’s prestige, vs 24.  40 years of wealth and culture and education and fame were not enough!  Acts 7:25 says “he supposed his brethren understood that he would deliver them.”  This had greater importance for him!

3. Faith rejects the world’s pleasure, vs 25.  There is pleasure in the world!  No cross-bearing!  But the world’s pleasures are passing away!  Consequence = 40 years in the wilderness!

4. Faith rejects the world’s plenty, vs 26.  

5. Faith rejects the world’s pressure, vs 27.  No fear of king!

6. Faith accepts God’s provision, vs 28.

7. Faith accepts God’s promise, vs 29.  Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord!

Faith Handout #14

Introduction:  Read newspaper account of _________ accident.  Point out how close she came to death.  Her husband saw the entire incident.  She was still in the hospital three weeks later recovering from the wreck.  But she could just as easily have been lying in the hospital waiting to die…  if that was so then I wonder how she would face death…

· triumphantly or defeated?

· rejoicing or miserable?

Case #2 – As I left St. Mary’s hospital today I crossed the street with a woman in her fifties.  She said, “It’s over.”  She then went on to explain that she had just finished her thirty-second radiation treatment for breast cancer…all of her treatments were now over… We walked two blocks down to Highlawn Baptist and talked the entire way.  She kept thanking me for listening…we got to the cars and talked for another ten minutes…

This woman had beaten the cancer…but suppose she hadn’t.  Suppose there was nothing the doctors could do.  How would she then have faced death?

· triumphantly or defeated?

· rejoicing or miserable?

The difference between dying triumphantly or dying defeated; dying rejoicing or dying miserable is one word:  faith!  

We have been studying on the subject of faith for quite some time…faith affects every area of our lives but nowhere does faith shine more than at the time of our death.  Let me show you what I mean.

Read text:  Hebrews 11:20-22.   If you want to write a title for this lesson in your Bible it would be this:  Faith That Defeats Death.
Matthew Henry:  “Though the grace of faith is of universal use throughout the Christian’s life, yet it is especially so when we come to die.  Faith has its great work to do at the very last, to help believers to finish well, to die to the Lord so as to honor Him, by patience, hope, and joy so as to leave a witness behind them of the truth of God’s Word and the excellency of His ways.”
Repeat the central question:  How do you plan to die?  How will you personally face death?  What will you do in your last moments?  

The emphasis in this passage is not on how these three men lived but rather on how they died…  Each man faced death in full, confident faith.  That is why they are mentioned in Hebrews 11.

What makes their faith so significant is that they, like Abraham, died without seeing the fulfillment of God’s promises.  They passed those promises on to their children in faith!

Read Genesis 12:1-3.  None of them saw the fulfillment!  But passed on!

Faith of our fathers, living still In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword,

O how our hearts beat high with joy, Whene’er we hear that glorious word!

Faith of our fathers, holy faith!  We will be true to thee till death.

Similar experience:  my grandparents expected Jesus to come again in their lifetime but He did not.  See II Peter 3:4.  They passed that faith to my parents and my parents to me and me to my children…

These men died saying to their children, “The fulfillment’s will come.  In God’s time.”

Man #1 – Isaac.  Isaac lived longer than Abraham and his children but less is recorded of him than the others.  Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph each average about 12 chapters apiece but Isaac has only 2 ½ chapters for himself.  And what we know about him is not necessarily good!

He apparently fought God’s will regarding God’s choice of Jacob over Esau.  Isaac:

1. surely knew that Esau sold his birthright for some porridge.  Showed how much Esau thought of it!

2. tried to overturn that decision by giving the birthright to Esau anyway.  But Rebekkah and Jacob tricked him – everyone was wrong but this is how God’s will was done.

It was not until God boxed Isaac into a corner that Isaac surrendered to God’s will and blessed Jacob (Isaac blessed Jacob after the stolen birthright in Gen 28:1-4).  But he did finally accept God’s will and in the end he blessed Jacob and died passing on the faith.
Man #2 – Jacob

Jacob blessed Joseph even though he was the second youngest (next to Benjamin).  God had made it plain through Joseph’s visions that Joseph was God’s choice.  The other brothers were jealous but does God need to do it man’s way?  

As dying, leaning on staff, he blessed two sons rather than one:  Ephraim and Manasseh.  Two tribes come from Joseph of the twelve tribes.  

He dies passing on the faith!
Man #3 – Joseph 

Joseph had carried Jacob back to Canaan (promised land) for burial; now he will be satisfied just to be buried there (even though he had never lived there) because Canaan is the land of promise.

Key:  If Joseph could not inherit the land at least the land could inherit him.

Last words:  God will deliver you!  Four hundred years will end (Genesis 15:13).

Dies passing on the faith.

Conclusion:  Death is the greatest test of faith.  It is hard for a man to fake faith in his dying hours.  Courts often accept a man’s testimony on his deathbed.  

A dying man’s faith is believable!

How then will we die?  triumphantly!

Faith Handout #15

Introduction:  Two questions:

· How big is your God?

· Is your God big enough for you to suffer for Him?

1.  Read Hebrews 11:30-40.  The key phrase is verse 38 (“of whom the world was not worthy”).

2.  The one word which best summarizes this passage is “courage.”  It is not so hard to have faith and follow God when things are going well, when our faith costs us very little.  However, faith is proven when it faces disaster, trial, persecution, and ridicule – and it still persists!  

3.  Think on this statement:  “We do not have great faith by having great courage; rather we have great courage when we have great faith.”

4.  Courage is necessary because God does not promise to deliver us from suffering.  See:

· Mark 8:34

· John 15:20

· Philippians 3:10

· I Peter 4:13

5.  Example of great courage:  Daniel 3:17 – 18.  Even if God does not deliver us we still will not bow!

6.  Read Hebrews 11:29 and 30 and discuss what has been omitted.  The 40 years of wandering in the wilderness are missing.  The same is true for our years as a backslider – wandering in the wilderness is the same as “he shall suffer loss” in I Corinthians 3.

7.  Hebrews 11:30 tells of Jericho.  

· Some city walls in this time period were wide enough at the top to drive two chariots side by side.  People actually lived inside the walls.  

· This was the second time Israel made it to Jericho.  The first time they were warned about “giants and many of them.”  Key:  The real obstacle was not the giants but the lack of faith.
· Militarily, the 7 days of marching demanded nothing.  But psychologically these 7 days demanded great courage.  Imagine the embarrassment if we fought a battle by marching around the city once for six days then 7 times on the 7th day.

8.  Vs 31- Rahab.  What an unlikely candidate for chapter 11’s “Hall of Fame.”  She was a prostitute and a Gentile.  The Canaanites were cruel, idolatrous, and immoral.  They often put live babies in jars and built them into their city walls as foundation sacrifices.  Hence, God wanted to protect civilization by destroying them.  

9.  Many others mentioned in vs 32-40.  Note:  no one is praised for his office; rather they are praised for their faith.  

· Gideon – defeated the Midianites with 300 men.

· Barak – defeated Sisera who had 900 iron chariots with 10,000 men.

· Samson – he faced his enemies in the power of faith.

· Jephthah defeated the Ammonites.  He may have sacrificed his own daughter.  Even men of faith make mistakes.

· David – what happened to Goliath?

· Samuel – stood for the truth!

· mouths of lions – Daniel

· power of fire – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

· tortured – stretch a victim over a large drum and beat him with clubs until he is dead.  

