GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE GREATEST MYSTERY OF ALL

If you are a beginning student in the world of philosophy then it will not be long until you become acquainted with the very famous philosopher known as Socrates.  One day a proud young man went to Socrates and said,  “O great Socrates, I come to you for knowledge - for truth and wisdom.”
Socrates was smart enough to recognize a numskull when he saw one.  He led the young man through the streets of the city, led him down to the sea and out into the water until the water was chest deep on both of them. 
Socrates then said to this rather pompous young man, “What did you say you wanted?”  The young man said, “Knowledge and truth, O wise Socrates.”
Socrates immediately placed his hands upon the young man’s shoulders and pushed him under the water.  The young man tried to get away, tried to come up for air, but Socrates was too strong for him.  
The great philosopher counted to 30 then brought the young man to the surface.
Socrates asked, “Tell me again: what did you say you wanted?”  The young man sputtered, “Knowledge and truth and wisdom, O Great Socrates.”
Once again the philosopher pushed the young man under the water.  Socrates counted to 30 - he counted to 40 - he counted all the way to 50 then he brought the young man to the surface.  By this time the young man was gasping for air.
Socrates said for the third time, “What did you say you wanted?”  The young man screeched, “AIR!  I WANT AIR!  That is what I want the most of all.”
Socrates then said, “When you want truth as much as you now want air then and only then will you find that truth and that knowledge and that wisdom which you now seek.”
You say, “Pastor, is there, though, such a thing as absolute truth?  Pastor, is there really something which can be accepted without question?  Something upon which a person can build his life and know that he is right?  Pastor, where can I find truth and knowledge and wisdom?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.

The title of this message is, GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE GREATEST MYSTERY OF ALL.  My text is John 18:28-38 (NKJV).  

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 29Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”

30They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.”

31Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.”

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” 32that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.

33Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

34Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?”

35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?”

36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”

37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.

It has been said that everyone enjoys a good mystery whether it be a novel or a game or a movie or even an event in our own neighborhood.  The philosopher wrestles with the mystery of why is there something rather than nothing?  The theologian wrestles with the mystery of how many angels can stand on the head of a needle and where did the devil come from?  The astronomer wrestles with the mystery of life in outer space - “Is there life on another planet?”  The historian wrestles with the mystery of who shot John F. Kennedy and was anyone else involved?
The truth is there are mysteries in practically every area of life, but, even so, I do not believe there is any greater mystery anywhere than that mystery which is voiced in our text - the mystery of whether there really is such a thing as absolute truth - as an absolute standard of right and wrong!

You talking about a confused man living in a confused world - the fact is none of this makes any sense to Pontius Pilate because it now seems as if wrong is now right and right is now wrong!  

No wonder then that Pilate is confused - that Pilate asks the question, “What exactly is truth?  What is truth when the guilty cry out for the blood of the innocent? When the priests are more concerned with purity of hands than with purity of hearts? When a man is led like a lamb to the slaughter and yet He opens not His mouth? When I myself must judge a totally righteous man in a totally unrighteous way just to save my own skin?

“YES, WHAT EXACTLY IS TRUTH and where can I find this mysterious thing called truth because if there is no truth when it comes to life and death then there can be no truth anywhere in anything which we do!”
How wrong was Francis Bacon when he wrote, “What is truth, said jesting Pilate, and would not stay for an answer.”
No, the fact is Pilate has never been more serious in all of his life.  Pilate turns to the world of science and asks, “What is truth?”  but science bows its head and has no answer!  Pilate turns to the world of medicine and asks, “What is truth?”  but medicine bows its head and has no answer! Pilate turns to the world of politics and says, “What is truth?”  but even politics bows its head and has no answer!
Then in total despair Pilate throws up his hands and he says, “There is no such thing as absolute truth - no absolute truth in the courtroom - no absolute truth in the home or in the school or in the community either!
“So go ahead and do that which is right in your own eyes!  Take this Jesus away and crucify Him!”
To put it in the words of William Ernest Henley:

It matters not how strait the gate,

How charged with punishments the scroll,

I am the master of my fate;

I am the captain of my soul.

You say, “Pastor, why?”  My friend, it is because according to that poet - according to Pilate - for that matter according to the entire world - there really is no such thing as an absolute standard of right and wrong.
And so Pilate asks the question, “What exactly is truth?  Is there anyone anywhere who really knows the meaning of truth?”  And sad to say, Pilate then answered his own question with an emphatic no and he then sentenced Jesus to be crucified.
Today this man name Pilate - this famous governor of Judaea - is now burning in a devil’s hell.  

I want you to notice where Pilate made his biggest mistakes.

Mistake #1 - Pilate rejected the teacher of!

Man has searched throughout the years for precisely such a teacher.  Perhaps the greatest searchers of all were the Greek philosophers from Pilate’s own world.  
Those scholars believed that every idea had an ultimate source and so they tried to determine the original source for every idea - for every truth - known to mortal man.
Someone would ask, “Where did the idea - the truth - of the universe come from?”  The philosopher would answer, “Such an idea must have come from the gods.”
Someone else, though, would ask, “But where did the gods get the idea?  Surely the gods did not think of this idea by themselves.”  One of the philosophers agreed and said that the gods must have received this idea from someone who was even bigger than them!
Someone else would say, “But where did that being get the idea?”  The philosopher would say, “We’ll have to think about that,” and so they continued on in their studies!
But even so the Greek philosophers were never able to locate a place - to locate a being - to locate a final source - for all of the truths which we now know and accept.
At long last the philosophers came to a state of total despair - of having to admit that they were not able to identify a TEACHER OF PERFECT TRUTH!
According to the Bible these philosophers “were ever learning and yet never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
It was out of this despair that Plato made his most famous statement.  Plato said, “It may be that someday there will come forth from God a Word - a Word - who will reveal all mysteries and make everything plain.”
Well, dear brethren, one day God did just exactly that, amen?  The Bible says in this same book of John chapter 1 and vs 1, “In the beginning was the Word - now listen!  this Word was not merely a written word but in actuality it was no less than a living Word - than a living Person!
“In the beginning was the Living Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God and this same Word was made flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father!”
Full not only of grace but also full of truth - of absolute and perfect truth from the top of His head to the very soles of His feet!
The songwriter said it so very well:

“Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Here is something which none of the Greek philosophers - which even Pilate himself - could ever have imagined!  That truth is nothing less than a REAL AND LIVING PERSON and this person is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself!
He is the One of whom the Bible says, “is full of grace and what else?  truth, full of truth!”  He is the One of whom the Bible says, “I am the Way, the what? the truth and the life!  He is the One of whom the Bible says,  “For this reason was I born that I might bare witness unto the TRUTH and everyone that is of the TRUTH hears My voice because I myself am no less than the ultimate source of all truth everywhere!”

You say, “Pastor, what do you mean when you say that Jesus not only spoke the truth but that He Himself actually is the truth?”  
My friend, what I mean is that every truth in mathematics is true because Jesus made it true.  Every truth in physics is true because Jesus made it true.  Every truth in astronomy is true because Jesus made it true.

The simple fact is that if there is a law in nature which is true then that law is true because of only one reason and that is because the Lord Jesus Himself has established it to be true!
Let me give you an example.  For instance, who established the law - the truth - of gravity?  You say, “Pastor, that man’s name would be SIR ISAAC NEWTON.  One day an apple fell on Isaac Newton’s head and he then became famous for the law of gravity.”
But I say to you that Newton himself did not establish the law or the truth of gravity.  On the contrary the only thing which Newton did was DISCOVER the truth of gravity - a truth which had been established in the beginning of the world by none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let me give you another example.  How about the law or the truth of sowing and reaping?  of sowing corn and then later reaping corn?

You say, “Pastor, that truth was probably established by a farmer many, many years ago.”  My friend, I beg to disagree because the Bible tells me that in the beginning the earth began to bring forth after its own kind and all of this because Jesus had personally established the truth of sowing and reaping!

I believe Frank Gaebelein was right on the mark when he said, “All truth (all real truth) is God’s truth.” The reason the earth is decorated with 4 beautiful seasons is because God established that truth.  The reason water freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit is because God established that truth.  The reason blood is the life of the body is because God established that vitally important truth!
No wonder then that Don Quixote could say, “Where the truth is, in so far as it is truth, there God is” because without God there can be so such thing as real truth!
I suppose this is why the case of Pontius Pilate is so very sad.  It is because Pontius Pilate could have asked Jesus any question in the book and then received the answer straight from none other than the Person of Truth Himself!
But Pilate instead ignored the teacher of perfect truth, the very one who had established the truth of heaven - the truth of hell - and so Pilate is in hell today because he rejected the only real teacher of absolute truth!

Mistake #2 - Pilate rejected the textbook of truth - the one textbook which contains the most important truths in all the world - the textbook which we know as the inspired, inerrant Word of God.

To be honest, though, it should never have reached this point with Pilate.  An American philosopher once asked the question, “If Jesus and Plato should return to the earth - if they were to both teach and lecture on the same campus in different rooms then which speaker should I go to hear?”

He thought for a moment then said, “The answer is really very easy.  Who would want to hear Plato talk about the truth when he could instead listen to the One who actually is the truth?”
You would have thought that Pilate would have given the very same answer but the truth is Pilate is not satisfied with ANSWER #1.  So Pilate asks the question again, “WHAT IS TRUTH?”
I do not know but perhaps Pilate reasoned like Wilhelm Hegel, the German professor.  “In other words, is truth CONSTANT or is truth constantly changing?  After all, Jesus, our world is changing with every passing day - what may have been wrong for my parents may no longer be wrong for my children; what may have been wrong for Moses may no longer be wrong for me; what may have been wrong for those in Rome may not be wrong for those of us in Jerusalem.  So, Jesus, tell me if you can: what exactly is truth?”
I can picture Jesus as He waits patiently for Pilate to finish his little speech.  Finally, Jesus is given permission to answer the greatest mystery of all. 
Jesus says, “Governor, I can give you the answer in only 6 words.  It is the answer, “Thy Word, O God, is truth.  Sanctify them through Thy truth.  Thy Word, O God, is truth.”
Someone said, “But what about conscience?”  My friend, may I say to you that a sin contaminated conscience is no substitute for perfect truth.  
The great preacher, D. L. Moody, said, “Conscience is not a safe guide because very often conscience won’t tell you that you have done wrong until after you have done it, but the Bible will tell you what is wrong before you have done it.”
From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is a book of truth - a book which tells us the truth not only about ourselves but also about our world and our future and our purpose and our sinfulness and our homes and everything else which is important to us!  
To those men who seek the approval of the world, the Bible says, “Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you.”  

To those men who intend to work their way to heaven the Bible says, “By the works of the law - by the works of the flesh - shall no flesh be justified in His sight.” 

To those men who say that adultery and immorality are now acceptable the Bible says, “the whoremonger and the adulterer God will judge.”  

To those men who think that sin is fun the Bible says, “The way of a transgressor is hard.” 
To those men who want to go along with the crowd, the Bible says, “Wide is the gate and broad is the way which leads to destruction and many there are who go in that way.”  

To those men who are opposed to prayer in the public schools the Bible says, “Righteousness exalts a nation but sin is a reproach to any people.”

Someone said, “Pastor, why do the humanists in our schools and in our government hate the Bible so very much? “  My friend, it is because the Bible tells the truth - that’s why!  The Bible tells the truth that humanism is nothing but another lie from the father of lies himself!
The fact is there will always “be a way which seems right unto a man,” but unless that way is also the way of truth then its final end - its eventual end - will always be the way of death!
A Chinese man was hired by some missionaries to translate the New Testament into Chinese.  This very educated Chinese began his work and at first he was not bothered at all by the Bible.  But the further this Chinese went, the more bothered he became.
At long last he turned to the missionary and said, “This Bible is an amazing Book.”  The missionary said, “Why do you say that?”
The Chinese replied very meekly, “It is because this Book speaks so exactly about myself.  This Book knows everything which is in my heart. The One who made this Book must also have made me because He knows all about me.”

How well the poet said:

It is Truth sent down from heaven,

It is much to be desired.

It is perfect, pure, and cleansing;

It is every whit inspired.

It is manna for the hungry;

It is milk to make us grow.

It is light for every traveler.

It is TRUTH that all should know.    Unknown

This Book is called the Bible - the textbook of truth!  It is the Book which could have told Pilate all about a Savior who is “despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief...”  But yet it is also the Truth which Pilate so foolishly rejected.

Mistake #3 - Pilate also rejected the test of truth - the test of whether all of the wrongs will someday be righted - the test of whether every evil will someday be repaid - the ultimate test of whether truth or falsehood will prevail in the end!

As far as Pilate himself is concerned the answer to that question is no.

Pilate’s wife has warned him to have nothing at all to do with this man named Jesus but even so Pilate has decided that truth will never get even with him! 
Pilate’s defendant has warned him that He is indeed a King - that He does indeed have a Kingdom - but even so Pilate has decided that He will never be judged by this simple King!
Pilate’s own subjects have warned him that this Jesus may even be the very Son of God but even so Pilate has decided that this particular god cannot even defend himself let alone be a threat to him!
And so Pilate says to himself, “Who cares then about truth?  Who cares then about right and wrong?  Who cares then if I punish the innocent with death but reward the guilty with life?  WHO CARES THEN WHAT I DO because no one will ever make me pay for doing what is wrong when I know what is right!”
And then having made his decision, Pilate signed the papers of execution and delivered Jesus to be crucified.
But way up there in heaven sat One who was watching all of this from its very beginning to its very end - Someone whose name is called Faithful and True, Someone who has decreed that no lie shall ever enter His heavenly Jerusalem; Someone who has promised that the judgment of God “will be according to truth and that they are without excuse who hold down the truth in unrighteousness...
...and so Truth went to the cross.  Truth said, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!”  
Truth bowed its head and gave up the ghost.

Truth then went to the grave and on the third day Truth arose from that grave and ascended back to heaven and someday, dear brethren, truth is going to come again and when Truth comes the next time Truth is going to right every wrong; Truth is going to repay every evil; Truth is going to settle the score once and for all!

For in the end Truth will show the entire world that TRUTH - that GOD’S TRUTH - has indeed prevailed!

I think of the infidel who lived in the west - a man who was just like Pontius Pilate - a man who did not believe that Truth would ever prevail.

This infidel liked to ridicule God. He knew that Sunday was supposed to be used for worshipping the Lord.  This man decided to turn Sunday into a special day of ridicule. The infidel became so bold that he wrote a letter to the editor of the local newspaper.  The infidel expected to receive a favorable reply from the editor because it was widely known that this editor was not a very religious man.
The letter said, “Sir, I have been trying an experiment with a field of mine.  I plowed it on Sunday; I planted it on Sunday; I cultivated it on Sunday; I reaped it on Sunday’ I carted the crop to the barn on Sunday; and now, Mr. Editor, what is the result?  This October I have more bushels to the acre from that field than any of my neighbors have.”
The newspaper published the infidel’s letter just exactly as he had written it.  But underneath the letter was one short but very significant sentence.  It was the sentence, 

“God does not always settle His accounts in October.”

The poet said:

If you should wake some dreadful day,

Before God’s throne and hear Him say,

“I am the way you did not take,

Although I died once for your sake;

I am the Truth you did not heed,

You were so sure you had no need;

I am the Light you did not see,

Now (for you) darkness for eternity!

You cannot say, “I did not know”;

He plainly wrote and told you so.

And if you would not read His Word,

That Word still stands, ‘Thus saith the Lord.’”

Martha Snell Nicholson

His name is Jesus.  He is also the Truth whom you need. 
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