GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE 

EVERYDAY PROBLEMS OF LIFE

If you were to ask the average farmer to identify his greatest problem he would likely talk to you about the everyday problem of crop failure, of having his entire crop destroyed by drought or by disease or perhaps by some insect which cannot be controlled.
For this farmer the greatest problem is none other than the EVERYDAY PROBLEM - the problem which is with him every day of every week!
Some years ago a scientist by the name of George Washington Carver came to the rescue of those farmers who live in the deep south.  For years Dr. Carver had urged the farmers to plant other crops alongside their cotton because if their cotton would fail then everything would be lost.  
Finally, Dr. Carver persuaded the farmers to plant peanuts alongside their cotton.  Soon, though, these farmers had more peanuts than they could possibly sell.  They said, “Dr. Carver, what do you suggest now?”
This Christian scientist then did something very unusual.  Dr. Carver then prayed for wisdom, for wisdom on how to use those peanuts in new and different ways!
Dr. Carver’s prayer was at last answered; he discovered how to use the peanuts to produce new oils and new varnishes and new colorings and new medicine along with a hundred other items as well.
Sometime later the United States Senate called Dr. Carver to give his testimony.  They asked, “Dr. Carver, how did you learn all of these new things?”  
The Christian scientist said, “From a Book - from a Book called the Bible!”
The chairman asked, “Dr. Carver, does the Bible really tell about peanuts?”
He answered, “No, Senator, but it does tell me about the God who made the peanut.  I merely asked Him to show me what to do with the peanut and that is exactly what He did.”
You say, “Pastor, is God really interested in such little things as peanuts?  Pastor, is God truly interested in our everyday problems?  in what happens to you and me?  Pastor, does God really care about me?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.
The title of this message is: GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE EVERYDAY PROBLEMS OF LIFE.  My text is taken from Exodus 16:1-5, 35 (NKJV).

And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”  Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”  And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.

I believe sometimes we lose sight of just how large the small things of life truly happen to be.  But even so it is often the small things which cause us the greatest problems of all. 
Not long ago I read about a man who decided to walk all the way from the west coast of the United States to the east coast.  This man began his journey at the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco and finished his journey in New York City.
This man was interviewed by a number of newspapers.  One of the most common questions concerned this man’s greatest obstacle - his greatest problem. 
Someone suggested that his greatest obstacle was probably the great Rocky Mountains but he said, “No.”  Another reporter asked him if it had been the heat or the cold but again he said, “No.”
This man then said, “You may not believe this but my greatest problem - the one problem which almost defeated me - was the sand in my shoes.  It was the everyday problem of the sand which kept getting in my shoes!”
Rather amazing, isn’t it, how that the tiny everyday problems sometimes become the greatest problems of all?
This is what I want all of you to see - this idea that your greatest problem may be none other than your own everyday problem!  That it may be none other than those same problems which you face day-in and day-out!
That leads me to say this.  First, everyday problems will be with us for as long as we live.  You may try every trick in the book but you will never escape the everyday problems of life.  You may retire but you will still have problems.  You may inherit a million dollars but even then you will still have problems because everyday problems will continue for as long as you live!
Then, second, everyday problems are limited by the hand of God.  The Bible says in the book of I Corinthians chapter 10, “There has no temptation - no everyday problem - overtaken you but such as is common to man but God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able but God will with the temptation make you a way of escape so that you can bare it!
This is exactly what God did for Israel in our text.  God did not take away the problem of living in the wilderness but what God did do was provide the people with heavenly manna - with bread from heaven so that they might have food to eat during these 40 years in the wilderness!
Let me add, also, that everyday problems are dealt with in the Word of God.  As a matter of fact the Bible contains a complete manual on how to deal with the everyday problems of life!
A woman went to the great preacher of England G. Campbell Morgan.  This woman asked, “Do you believe that a Christian ought to pray - ought to bother God - about even the little things of life?”
Dr. Morgan said, “Excuse me but can you mention anything in your life - anything at all - which is actually big to God?”

In other words, everything about us is little in the eyes of God but yet God still wants to hear and answer our prayers regarding even the most trivial problems of life!  

Spurgeon said, “I once knew a friend who lost a key and who then requested prayer for that lost key,” and all of this was because this man knew that God was interested in even that lost key!
That brings us to this rather simple outline - to God’s Answers for the Everyday Problems of Life.  
Problem #1 – Consider God’s answer to the everyday problem of worry.

Here is a problem which is faced by all of us in this building.  We worry about that dreaded day called tomorrow, we worry about our employment, we worry about our health, we worry about the weather, about the children, about the government, about social security, about the car, and what woman is there who hasn’t stayed up half the night wondering what her hair will look like on Sunday morning?
You name it and we worry about it!
We’re like the young man who went away to college for the first time.  Just before he left, this young man was given a going away present - a beautiful new Bible.  His parents urged him to read the Bible daily because it would be a great help to him.
It was not long until the young man began to write home for money.  His parents wrote back and told him to read his Bible.  In each letter they would mention a specific chapter and verse.  The young man wrote back and said that he was already reading the Bible but that what he really needed was more money.  
This went on for some time - the young man worrying about not having enough money - the parents urging him to read his Bible. 
Finally, the semester break arrived and the boy came home to see his parents.  The boy asked him why they never sent him the money which he so desperately needed.  
The parents told him, “It is because you have not been reading your Bible.  The Bible will answer your every need but you have been ignoring it.”
The boy saw no reason to lie further.  He said, “How did you know that I was ignoring the Bible?”  The parents said, “It is because we placed ten and twenty dollar bills in every verse which we asked you to read.”
Yet here he was worrying - worrying night and day and yet the answer was always available in that precious Bible!
That is why I say to you that every single one of your worries can be answered by the inspired, inerrant Word of God!
The Psalmist said, “Great peace - peace of heart and peace of mind - have they who love thy law and nothing shall offend them!  Not one thing shall disturb that peace and cause them to worry!”

D. L. Moody said, “The study of God’s Word will secure peace.  Look at those Christians who are rooted and grounded in the Word of God, and you will find they have great peace...but it is those who don’t study their Bibles who are easily offended when some little trouble comes or some little persecution.”
One of the greatest passages in all the Bible is Psalm 23.  Most Christians have read that passage time and time again but it is amazing how few of us really understand the true meaning of Psalm 23.
You might even go so far as to say that Psalm 23 is “GOD’S ANSWER TO ALL OF OUR WORRIES” because the Psalm begins with the idea that, “The Lord is my Shepherd, therefore I shall not worry - I shall not want - I shall not lay awake at night worrying about something which I now lack.”
The Psalmist said, “I shall not want for lack of rest.  The reason is because He makes me to lie down in green pastures.”
David then said, “I shall not want or worry about refreshments.  The reason is because He leads me beside still and pleasant waters.  Nor will I want or worry for restoration because in God’s own way He restored my soul.
“Then again, I shall not want or worry about good counseling because He has promised to lead me in the paths of righteousness.  In addition, I shall not want or worry for a companion because Thou art always with me!
“Come to think of it, I shall not want or worry for comfort either because Thy rod and thy staff are there to comfort me.  Plus I shall not want or worry about provisions because Thou preparest a table before me even in the presence of my enemies!
“Then as if that is not enough, God has given me two very special friends by the names of SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY - two friends who shall follow me and bless me all the days of my life! And when their work is at last finished I will then be free of every single care because I am then going to dwell in the house of the Lord forever and ever!”  Well, praise the Lord, amen?
We have a God who has personally promised to take care of every worry which we might ever have!  “For the Lord - the Lord of heaven Himself - is my Shepherd; therefore, I shall not worry!”
Some time ago a pastor called in his sermon title for the weekend newspaper.  The editor asked, “Pastor, what is the title of this week’s sermon?”  The pastor said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.”
The editor asked, “Is that all?”  The pastor said, “That’s enough,” and he hung up the telephone.
But apparently the newspaper editor misunderstood.  The advertisement appeared in the newspaper like this: 

“Pastor Williams’ subject for the Sunday morning service will be: 
‘The Lord Is My Shepherd - That’s Enough.’”

I do not know what you folks think but that sounds might good to me, because if you have the Lord as your Shepherd then you already have more than enough - more than you will ever need!
I say again: the Bible has the answer to the everyday problem of worry. 

Problem #2 – Consider God’s answer to the everyday problem of doubts and confusion.

We read in the Bible that even the great men of God were sometimes troubled by doubts and confusion.  The Bible tells us about the doubts of Abraham - about the doubts of David and Elijah and Jonah and John the Baptist and Thomas and Peter and also of many other fine, godly men because even the strongest Christians sometimes have doubts and confusion!!
It is “In times like these you need an anchor for the soul” - an anchor which will keep you from being tossed to and fro and I want you to know that the Bible can be that very anchor!

Maybe your confusion is about your salvation -of whether you might commit some horrible sin and then lose your salvation.  The Bible has the answer for this doubt in more than 100 places.  One of the plainest verses is found in the book of John chapter 10!  Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.”  My friend, all I can say is that “Jesus said it, I believe it, and that settles it for me!”
Maybe your confusion is about the issue of submissiveness.  Maybe you are afraid to submit your life to the will of God.  The Bible, though, has the answer which you need!  The Bible says in the book of Proverbs chapter 3, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, lean not unto thine own understanding but in all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall then direct your paths.”  That means God shall take care of you every single step of the way and what a promise that is!
Maybe your confusion is about the issue of suffering  - of why you are being allowed to suffer for no apparent reason.  The Bible, though, gives the answer in the book of Romans chapter 8, “And we know that all things, including even our suffering, work together for good to them who love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.”  Dear brethren, you can rest assured of this: that God has designed a plan for your life and somehow that plan includes these days of suffering!
So you “wait on the Lord!”  Be patient and wait on God to finish what He has now begun!
You say, “But, Pastor, you have not yet mentioned my own doubts - my own confusion.”  My friend, that may indeed be true but I guarantee you that the Bible has the answer for ever your doubts and confusion!
President Herbert Hoover said,  “There is no other book so various as the Bible nor so full of concentrated wisdom.  Whether it be of law, of business, morals, or that vision which leads the imagine in the creation of constructive enterprises...he who seeks for guidance...may look inside its covers and find illumination...”
In other words, he will the answer which he so desperately seeks!
I like to envision it like this.  It was a dark stormy night - a night when it was easy to become confused.  A little girl had wandered out of the house and had become hopelessly lost in the maze of streets. 
The child’s sad crying attracted a number of people including a nearby policeman.  The policeman gathered enough information from the child to know the location of the child’s home.  
The policeman then told the child how she could return home.  He said, “Just go down this street half a mile, turn and cross the big iron bridge, then turn to your right and follow the river down a little road.  You will then be able to see your house.”
The poor child understood only about half of those instructions.  She began to walk about blindly, bewildered, and confused.  Suddenly, though, another voice spoke.  
The voice said, “Child, just come with me.”  The hand of the child was clasped by a much stronger hand.  The corner of a warm coat was thrown over the shivering child.  The two of them walked to the child’s home where the child was immediately welcomed inside!
Such a beautiful story but yet that is exactly the way it is with all of us! The Bible sees us stumbling around with all of our confusion but it comes to us and says, “Child, just come with me and I will lead you home.  I will lead you through all the doubts and confusion because I am a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path!”
I say again: the Bible has the answer to our everyday doubts and confusion.

Problem #3 – Consider God’s answer to the everyday problem of our personal needs. 

I can remember back to the early days of our marriage.  Ruth and I were married on August 28, 1976.  After the wedding we kissed everyone good-bye and drove to Chattanooga, Tennessee where I could begin my Bible studies at Tennessee Temple University.
That was at the end of August.  In September the grocery bills and the rent bill came in but Ruth had not yet found work.  We paid the bills from our savings account and then waited on God to give Ruth Ellen a place to work.
In October the bills continued to come in but Ruth Ellen was still without work.  Needless to say the checking account was getting rather thin. I can remember praying, “God, this is a big city and Ruth needs only one job.  PLEASE GIVE HER A JOB AND DO IT TODAY.”
In November the bills continued to come in but still there was no work - no work that is until late in November when Ruth began working at Service Merchandise!  Even then it was tough and it wasn’t long until I also had to find work and all of that just to make ends meet - just to pay for the basic necessities of life!
There we were faced with the greatest everyday problem of our lives, bills still coming in, the savings account getting smaller every day, yet even so we never once thought about coming home because we believed that God would somehow take care of us and, sure enough, that is exactly what God did for those two newlyweds!
I suppose that probably all of you could tell your own story as well.  As a matter of fact some of you may be going through the bad times at this very moment but yet if we were honest we would have to say that God has NEVER ONCE FAILED US!  That God has always “supplied our needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
This may surprise you but the Bible is full of stories just like yours and mine.  The Bible gives us the story of Jacob and his family- of how that God used a lost son by the name of Joseph to meet their everyday needs.
The Bible gives us the story ofIsrael in our own text! Of how that God opened up a McDonald’s right there in the middle of the wilderness. 
The Bible gives us the story of Elijah down by the brook of Cherith - of how that God fed that starving prophet with the little birds of the air.
The Bible gives us the story of David - of how that he said, “I have been young and now am old yet have I never seen the righteous forsaken, nor His seed begging bread.”  David testified that in each and every case God has always met the needs of His people!
That is why David said, “Trust in the Lord and do good, so shall thou dwell in the land of blessing and verily thou shalt be fed!”  Every need, David promised, will be supplied.
Sometimes, though, your needs might be met in a very unusual manner.  One day the English preacher John Wesley was traveling to a preaching appointment when his carriage became stuck in the mud.  This annoyed the great preacher because he was in a hurry to get to the next town where he could then preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Wesley stepped off to the side while several men tried to push the carriage free.  During this time Wesley was joined by a Christian who just happened to be passing by.  It took John Wesley only a moment to realize that this stranger was deeply troubled.  The man explained to Wesley that he had experienced a terrible crop failure and he was now almost penniless!
The man said, “I cannot get enough money to pay the rent.  The landlord is ready to turn us out and I do not know where to go with my wife and children.”
Wesley asked, “How much do you owe?”  The man said, “Twenty shillings.”  Wesley said, “I believe I can supply that.  The Lord evidently wanted me to help you.”
Wesley took the money from his wallet and sent the man on his happy way.  Wesley then turned to his friends who were just getting the carriage out of the mud.  He said, “Now I see why our carriage became stuck in the mud.  It was so that we might help that needy family.”
You say, “Pastor, is God truly interested in me?  In even my everyday needs?”  My friend, the answer is that God cares enough to stop even a John Wesley just for you!
You see God is interested because HE CARES ABOUT YOU!
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