GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE END OF THE WORLD

There is probably no place in all the world which is more precious than grandma’s house.  So it was that one day a little boy went to visit his grandmother.  He took his toys to the living room and began to play. It just so happened that the little boy was playing only a few feet from a beautiful grandfather clock.  
According to the clock the time was getting close to noon.  It was not long until the clock’s hands reached the magic number of twelve and the chimes began to ring.  
The boy listened and counted the chimes.  This time, however, something went wrong with the clock.  Instead of the chimes stopping at 12 they kept right on coming - 13, 14, 15, even 16 times before the chimes finally stopped. 
This little boy could not believe his ears.  He jumped to his feet, ran into the kitchen, and shouted, “Grandma! Grandma!  It’s later than it’s ever been before!”
Of course, the little boy did not understand what had happened - that the clock had somehow become stuck - but even so this little boy made a statement which is certainly worth considering - this rather solemn and even frightening truth that it is later today than it has ever been before!
You say, “Pastor, what then is going to happen to man?  Pastor, will man somehow survive or will man eventually destroy himself?  Will this planet eventually become a wasteland?  Pastor, what is going to happen when we come to the end of the world?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.
The title of this message is, GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE END OF THE WORLD.  My text is found in II Peter 3:10-13 and I Peter 4:7 (NKJV).

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.

Some people have strange ideas about the future and the end of the world.  I recall my father telling me about his own childhood - of one particular night when the entire sky was lit up by what we now call the Northern Lights. 
Some of the neighbors became scared, some began to cry and to say that the end of world was near and that judgment day had finally come!
I can recall my father talking about the fear which gripped the people’s hearts - fear that maybe this was their last night on earth and how fearful that was!

Then there is another group which deserves mention.  The USA TODAY newspaper reported that these twelve people were spending their 44th day in a church known as the REPAIRER OF THE BREACH CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST.  These people were waiting for a tornado to destroy their home town.  They had been waiting a total of 44 days but the tornado had not yet come.
It seemed the pastor’s wife had received a vision that a tornado would destroy the city - that many of the people would be killed and many others injured.  But the pastor’s wife promised that the church building would be spared along with everyone who stayed inside the building!
Sure enough this church set a date for the tornado but that date came and went without even a whisper of wind.  The church then set a second date but this date also came and went and the tornado never came!
According to the newspaper one man resigned his position as a third grade school teacher in order to wait for the tornado - a tornado which never came despite the visions of that group of people.
Now think again of what Peter himself had to say.  In vs 7 he says,  “But the end of all things is at hand...is drawing near.”  
Then again in II Peter chapter 3 and vs 12 Peter says, “The heavens being on fire shall be dissolved - shall be suddenly ended - and the elements shall melt with a fervent heat...” Peter says that this is the way it will truly be at the end of the world!
That brings us to this rather simple outline - an outline which consists of only four words but yet in these 4 words we have God’s Answer for the End of the World.  
Word #1 - write down the word RAPTURE - the rapture of the church!  This is the event which opens the door to the end of the world!

The great English preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, would often say, “I never begin my work in the morning without thinking that Jesus may interrupt my work and come back for His own.”  Morgan added, “I am not looking for death but I am looking for Him!  I am looking for Him every day that I live!”

The reason that Morgan could say that is because of this doctrine which we call the rapture of the church or the rapture of God’s people from this world!
This word “rapture” is a very unusual word.  Literally, the word means “a snatching away,” a sudden snatching away just like a child might snatch away a cookie or some jacks or even a piece of candy!
One moment it is there but the next moment it is gone and you then wonder where it went!
This is exactly how it will be with the Rapture of the Church!  The Bible says that someday Jesus will return to this earth to snatch out His own - to reach down and snatch away all of His own with just one sweep of His hand!
“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.  The dead in Christ shall rise first; then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so, the Bible says, shall we ever be with the Lord!”
That is why Morgan could say, “I am not looking for death but rather I am looking for Him,” because “This same Jesus shall so come in like manner even as ye have seen Him go into heaven.”
I have news for you.  Speaking for myself, I am not looking for the world to come to a sudden end nor am I looking for some giant cataclysmic explosion, but what I am looking for is the next event on God’s prophetic calendar –that wonderful event called the “blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”
Here is how all of this will take place!  First, there is the word sudden.  The Bible says the Rapture will come suddenly and without warning.  The Rapture may take place while we are sleeping; it may take place while we are working or perhaps eating, but the Bible says that when it does come it will come in a “moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” and we who are saved will immediately be gone so that we can be forevermore with the Lord.
Second, there is the word secret.  I do not know but maybe we will be raptured just like Enoch in the Old Testament.  The Bible says in the book of Genesis chapter 5 that, “Enoch walked with God and was not because God took Him...”
Here was a man who never died because one day God reached down from heaven and snatched him away.  One moment Enoch was here but the next moment he was gone - gone not only in spirit but also gone in body!
I suppose that Enoch’s friends must have wondered about their friend Enoch.  They probably asked, “Has anyone seen our friend Enoch?  Has anyone heard where Enoch has gone or when he is coming back or what we should do about his house and his cattle and his fields?”
Not only did Enoch’s neighbors ask about Enoch but they also searched for him as well because the Bible says in the book of Hebrews chapter 11, “And Enoch was not found! Was not found anywhere!”  In other words, someone searched for Enoch but even so they could not find a single piece of evidence - no, not even a single clue - because God had suddenly snatched him away and Enoch was nowhere to be found!
I want you to know that this is how it will be when our own Rapture takes place, too!  The world will only have to bat its eye and we’ll be gone!  The world will only have to count to one and we’ll be gone!  
As a matter of fact, it will happen even faster than that - in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye!  So don’t you dare look for me when I’m gone, amen?
Then let me also emphasize the word selective.  It is true that some people believe in a general resurrection of the dead - of the saved as well as the unsaved - but the Bible tells me that the Rapture will be a very selective event!  The Bible says that only the saved will be resurrected on the day of the Rapture!  Only the saved will have their vile bodies changed!  Only the saved will be caught up into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air!
On that day a believing wife will be separated from an unbelieving husband and the husband will have no idea where his wife has gone!  A believing neighbor will be separated from an unbelieving neighbor and there will be no trace - no evidence of any kind - to suggest where the believer has gone!
And to think that all of this could happen sometime tomorrow...perhaps sometime today...perhaps even right now as I speak because the Bible says that it can happen at any moment of any day!
So it is that the end of the world will begin with the Rapture - with one of the greatest events of all time!

Word #2 - write down the word tribulation - tribulation as in a time of great trouble.  Of all the words in the dictionary this is the best word to describe what is to next take place upon the earth!

First, the Rapture - the snatching away of God’s people to heaven.  Then, second, the Tribulation - the time of suffering for all of those who are left behind.
Jesus described the tribulation like this:  “Many shall come in My name saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and shall deceive many.  Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled for all these things must come to pass but the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom; there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in various places.  All of these, Jesus said, are but the beginning of sorrows.  But then there shall be great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of the world nor ever shall be again.  And except those days should be shortened there should no flesh be saved.  For where the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered.”
Now here is what you need to remember.  First, the word specific.  When Jesus spoke about the tribulation He was speaking about a specific period of time.  Jesus not only talked about world conditions BEFORE the Tribulation but He also spoke about another time in the future - about a day when “there shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world nor ever shall be again!”

The Bible tells us in the book of Daniel chapter 9 that this awful time will last a grand total of 7 years!  NOW LISTEN: not 30 years or 100 days or some other length of time but rather a grand total of 7 years - 2,520 days according to the book of the Revelation!
Second, write down the word satanic because the devil is now given the authority to do anything which he wants to do! During this time the world will come face to face with what the Bible scholars call the UNHOLY TRINITY!  I would imagine that all of you are aware of the HOLY TRINITY - of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  
But in the days of the tribulation everyone will also become acquainted with what we call the UNHOLY TRINITY!  This trinity will include Satan - the old serpent - the one whom Paul calls the god of this world. This trinity will include the Antichrist - the man who will rule the entire world during this time - the man who will require everyone to worship him or else they will not be able to buy or sell or eat or drink.  This trinity will include the false prophet as well - the man who will lead all of the world in worshipping the Antichrist!  You can think about the false prophet as the so-called pope of that day!
I do not mean to sound sacrilegious but I believe this church building will probably be used for that very purpose - for the purpose of worshipping the devil in the most hideous worship you could ever imagine!
You say, “Pastor, why?  Why in this building rather than another building?”  My friend, you must remember that the devil hates God with a terrible passion and what better way is there to show that hatred - to show that contempt - than by turning the house of God into the house of the devil?  Than by taking down the pictures of Jesus and replacing them with the pictures of the devil?  Than by inviting people to come to the altar and give their hearts to the devil rather than give their hearts to the Lord Jesus Christ?
You talking about an awful day - a day which has never been seen before nor ever shall be seen again!
Then, third, it will also be a sad time - a time of much death as well as much blood.  During these 7 years the earth will be attacked by a number of new plagues and people will die by the millions.
Someone asked me if I believed the AIDS epidemic would be one of those plagues.  I answered, “I do not know for certain but isn’t it interesting that this seems to be the one major plague just as the end draws near?”
Then again, famine - terrible famine - will reach around the entire world.  Believe it or not, food will become so scarce that it will take a full day’s wages just to buy a single loaf of bread!  Imagine feeding your family on those wages, amen?
I am talking about a time of hell upon earth.  The worst part is I am barely scratching the surface because if I am right in my interpretation then a grand total of more than 2 billion people will die during those 7 years!  
My friend, who knows?  Perhaps for once the doomsayers will actually be right!  The Bible mentions many terrible earthquakes - maybe one of those earthquakes will take place along the San Andreas fault and California will go sliding down into the ocean and San Francisco will be no more!

You say, “Pastor, do you honestly believe that?”  My friend, I believe in that day anything will be possible, including even that!
It will be so bad the people will pray one of the strangest prayers ever prayed!  The Bible says that they will call upon the rocks and the mountains - that they will pray, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits upon the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the great day of His wrath is come and who shall be able to stand?”
Someone said, “Surely, though, this is the final judgment!”  I hate to say it, I really do, but this is only a preview of coming attractions!  It is only the preliminary event - the introduction to what hell is really like!
Dear brethren, all I can say is THANK GOD the Rapture will take place before the Tribulation, amen?  The Rapture will take place efore God pours out His judgment upon the earth!
I say again: the 7 year Tribulation will follow the Rapture - perhaps immediately - perhaps a short time later!

Word #3 - write down the beautiful word Millennium - that time when Christ will return to establish His Millennial Kingdom (His 1,000 year kingdom) upon the face of the earth!

The Bible says the Tribulation will be brought to a sudden end - that it will be ended not by an event but rather by a person and that person will be none other than the Lord Jesus Christ - the King of Kings and Lord of Lords as He returns to this earth in the clouds of glory!
The book of the Revelation tells us that King Jesus will come riding upon a white horse - riding as if dressed for battle and sure enough that is exactly what will then take place in the most famous battle of all time, the Battle of Armageddon!
And out of His mouth will go a sharp sword that with it He should smite the nations...defeat the Antichrist -  defeat that army from China of 200 million - defeat every single army at the Battle of Armageddon!
In only a few minutes this battle will be over because if God be for us, who is there that can possibly stand against us?  Yes, in the end every knee shall bow and every tongue shall indeed confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father!
Then at long last will come the Millennial Kingdom - that time when Christ shall rule over the entire world for a period of one thousand years!
As a matter of fact the Bible says that you and I both will be there for we shall live and reign with Christ for that same one thousand years! That’s why Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall someday inherit the earth” - an inheritance which will be ours during the age of the kingdom! 

I do not know about you but that sounds mighty good to me, amen?
First, there will be peace through the entire world.  I know that this does not seem possible at this present time.  But may I remind you that, “This is still our Father’s world, O let us never forget, Though the wrong seems oft so strong, Our God is still the ruler yet!”

The prophet Isaiah tells us that the world will “turn its weapons into plowshares and farm tools.”  Try to imagine a world with no more nuclear weapons, no more terrorists, no more defense spending, no more nation fighting nation, because King Jesus Himself shall keep the peace and He shall do so with a rod of iron!
Then, second, Satan - our archenemy the devil - will be put in prison for these 1,000 years!  The book of the Revelation makes it clear that “Satan will be bound and then cast into a bottomless pit - into a prison of God’s own design - so the devil can deceive the nations no more until the thousand years are fulfilled!
You Baptists think about that!  1,000 years without the devil!  That in itself would be heaven for me, how about you?
I remember reading about the missionary Barfield over in the land of Nigeria.  This missionary was working alongside a native.  The two of them were trying to translate the 20th chapter of the book of the Revelation!
By and by they came to the verse which tells us about the devil being put in prison for a thousand years.  When the missionary reached this verse the native sat there as if totally spellbound, as if he could not believe his ears!
Suddenly the native jumped up, make a rush out the door, began running up and down the yard, shouting, “Glory, Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!  Thank you, Jesus!”
The missionary asked him why he was so happy.  The native said, “Master, good news too much!  No devil for a thousand years!  Master, good news too much to keep inside!”
Well, I can’t wait for that day either, amen?  A day of no devil! Aday without the tempter!  A day free of worry and fear, not just one day but yet a thousand years without the devil! 
Then, third, the curse will finally be lifted from the earth.  The song will then be sung like it has never been sung before,  “Joy to the world, the Lord is come, No more let sin and sorrow come, nor thorns infest the ground!  He comes to make his blessings known, as far as the curse - the curse - is found!”
Suddenly the curse will be lifted from the earth.  The Garden of Eden will be recreated everywhere that you look!  The thorns and the thistles will all be gone!  The desert will bloom like the prettiest rose which you have ever seen!
Even the animals will be changed because the Bible says that the “wolf and the lamb will graze together and the man-eating lion will now eat straw just like the cattle of the field!”
For the first time in ages there will be no more pollution - no more floods - no more tornadoes and hurricanes - no more earthquakes - no more drought either!
Dear brethren, all of this will at last be over when King Jesus comes back to establish His Millennial Kingdom!
But come back again to this thought regarding the end of the world.  The Bible mentions that when the Millennial Kingdom reaches its end that the earth will once again be changed.  
I ask you to write down the 4th word - the word judgment!

The Bible points out that God will then undo the natural laws of physics.  Peter says that the universe as we now know it will be totally dissolved.  This planet which we call earth will simply disappear, the moon will disappear, the stars will disappear, too, for that matter everything in this universe will disappear as God turns loose the atom and the heavens dissolve themselves with a fervent heat!
The world as we now know it will apparently pass out of existence because John said, “I looked but I saw no more heaven and no more earth.”
Then will come the last event on God’s prophetic calendar - the time of final judgment!
I want each of you to listen to this verse from the book of Hebrews chapter 9.  It is the most important verse in this entire message!  The Bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment” - and after this life comes that judgment when you must stand before the great and holy God of heaven!  
Remember this:  After the earth has run its course and served its purpose, after this the judgment.  After men have drunk to the full of life’s pleasures, after this the judgment!  After men have rejected Christ for the last time, after they have spurned their last opportunity to get saved, after this the judgment.  After men have stolen, lied, robbed, and blasphemed - after men have boozed, hated, murdered, deceived, committed all manner of immorality - after this comes the day of final judgment!
The Bible says in the book of the Revelation chapter 20, “And I saw the dead both small and great stand before God and the books were opened.  And whoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

On that day there will be no place to hide.  There will be no more opportunities to refuse. The day of opportunity will now be past. The day of judgment will indeed have come.
Tennyson said it so eloquently and yet so sadly:

“Late, late, so late!  And dark the night and chill;

Late, late, so late!  But we surely can enter still!

TOO LATE!  TOO LATE!  Ye cannot enter now.

No light had we: for this we do repent;

And learning this, surely the bridegroom will relent.

(but instead) TOO LATE!  TOO LATE!  Ye cannot enter now.

No light: oh, so late!  and dark and chill the night!

O let us in that we may find the light!

Too late!  Too Late!  Ye cannot enter now.

Have we not heard the bridegroom is so sweet?

O let us in, tho’ late, to kiss His feet.

NO, NO, TOO LATE! Ye cannot enter now.

The heavens and the earth are all gone.  The many playthings of life are now past. God’s prophetic calendar has now come to a close.  My friend, this is INDEED THE END OF THE WORLD. 

