GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE AMBITIOUS CHRISTIAN

I doubt if hardly any of us have ever been as excited as the young man who showed up one morning at my alma mater known as Tennessee Temple University.  This young fellow came walking down the aisle of an empty church looking for the pastor, Dr. Lee Roberson.  He said, “Dr. Roberson, I’m so and so.  I am now here in Chattanooga.  I just got saved the other day.”
Dr. Roberson did not know the young man from Adam.  He said, “Where were you saved?”  The young man said, “I was saved in Buffalo, New York.”
“Well, who was the person that led you to the Lord?” The young man answered, “Hyman Appelman.”
The young man went on to say, “Dr. Appelman was holding a tent meeting in the city of Buffalo.  I attended the service and sat down in the back of the tent.  When they gave the invitation I walked up front and said, ‘I want to get saved.’ “Hyman Appelman took his Bible and led me to the Lord.  
Then I said, ‘Dr. Appelman, what do I do now?’
“Dr. Appelman told me, ‘You go to Chattanooga and see Dr. Lee Roberson.  So here I am.  What, though, am I supposed to do now?”
Sure enough, Dr. Roberson baptized that young man and he became a member of the Highland Park Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  The young man stayed at the school for a number of months.  During that time Dr. Roberson gave the young man a Bible to read, a number of books to study, and even found him a place to stay.  
Sometime later the young man went to Dr. Roberson and said, “I don’t feel called to be a preacher or a missionary.  But I do feel called to be a Christian businessman.”
The young man left the school.  He went to Philadelphia and rented an old house.  He put some tables in the basement and began his business.  It was not long until that young man became a multimillionaire.  He made literally millions upon millions of dollars.  
That Christian businessman died while he was yet in his 50’s but not before he had invested several million dollars in Tennessee Temple Schools.
You talking about a strange story - a young man who wanted to be something for God but yet he had no idea about what to do next!
You say, “Pastor,  is it possible for God to use someone like even me?  Pastor, can I myself actually make a difference in this church?  In this community?  In the lives of others?  Pastor, is there any hope for someone the likes of me?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God. 
The title of this message is GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE AMBITIOUS CHRISTIAN.  My text is taken from Acts 9:1-6, 20-22 (NKJV).  
Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”  Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. Then all who heard were amazed, and said, “Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.

One of the most amazing parts about Christianity is that the Lord Jesus Christ is able to save anyone at any time and any place and then use that person in a tremendous way for His own glory and honor!  
I think of a common prostitute by the name of Rahab - of how that God saved her in spite of all the marriages which she had ruined yet even so God took that woman and used her for His own glory, even included her in the genealogy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
I think of the Ethiopian eunuch - of how that Philip met the eunuch in the middle of the desert - of how that the eunuch got saved and then followed the Lord in believer’s baptism!  Tradition tells us that this eunuch then returned home and established the first church in his own native country!
I think also about Mel Trotter - the drunkard who stole the shoes from off his dead daughter’s feet in order to buy another bottle of whiskey!  But even so Mel Trotter got saved and God then turned Mel Trotter into one of the greatest evangelists which this world has ever seen!
I could go on and mention many others as well - people who were nothing at all until God saved them but yet people whom God then used in a great and mighty way!
This is what happened to Saul of Tarsus in the book of Acts chapter 9.  The Bible gives us the story of one of the most remarkable conversions of all time - the conversion of a sheriff who hated Christianity with all of his heart!
The Bible tells us in vs 1 that Saul lived for only one reason and that was to persecute the church of God!  Verse 2 tells us that Saul went to the judge and obtained an arrest warrant for all of the Christians who were living in the city of Damascus.  
But in vs 4 things changed, didn’t they?  Suddenly a light shone down from heaven.  Paul found himself face to face with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul then realized that his entire religion was wrong - that what he most needed was a Savior and that this same Jesus whom he had once hated was now the only One who could save him from his sins!
Suddenly Paul’s life was totally changed.  The Bible says in vs 6 that Paul began to tremble!  “Old things (everything which he had once thought to be right was now passing away) and behold, all things were now becoming brand new!”
In less than one single second Paul “passed from spiritual death into spiritual life, passed from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, from being lost to being found, from being dead to being alive!”  Because all things are indeed changed when you meet the Master and He saves your soul!
Then came the cry of this new convert, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”  And in the years which followed the entire world was turned upside down by this short preacher with a crooked nose and a squeaky voice!
Paul wrote thirteen books which became part of the New Testament.  Paul took three missionary journeys to the uttermost parts of the world.  Paul established churches at Corinth and Ephesus and Philippi along with many other places as well.

What a life he lived and yet this is where it all began: with a man getting saved - with a man committing his entire life to Christ, praying, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”  Because I want to be used by You!
That brings us to this rather simple outline - to what God wants every ambitious Christian to know!
#1 - every person is someone to God!

The Bible says in the book of Matthew chapter 6, “Behold, the birds of the air, for they sow not neither do they reap; yet your heavenly father feeds them and are not you much better than the birds of the air?  For even the hairs of your own head are numbered” - numbered not by your barber nor by your hairdresser but rather by Him who owns the cattle on a thousand hills because no matter who you are, you, my friend, are someone to God!
First, it means that God knows your name, even a name with 24 letters like Lowell Thomas Swartzwelder!
I heard about a lady down south who had a strange way of naming her sons.  This woman liked to watch the 3 STOOGES on television.  The woman named her first son Larry.  She named her second son Curly and, lo and behold, both of them behaved just like the Three Stooges!
Someone said to her, “Why don’t you have a third son so you can name him Moe just like on the television show?”  She smiled and said, “It’s because there won’t be no MO (RE) - that’s why!  Two of them are enough for any mother!”
Let me tell you something:  I am only a social security number to Washington D.C.  but yet I am known by my name by the great and holy God of heaven!
God says in the book of John chapter 10, “My sheep hear My voice and I call them by NAME - by individual name - and lead them out.”   He is a God who has gone to the trouble of knowing me by name!
Then, second, God knows your importance.  God knew the importance of Jonah to Ninevah, He knew the importance of Joseph to Jacob, the importance of Peter to the apostles after our Lord ascended back to glory, and you can rest assured that God knows your own importance as well!
All of you have heard about General Eisenhower but one thing which you may not know is that General Eisenhower once rebuked one of his own generals.  This general had referred to one of his soldiers as “just a private.  That’s all he is.  Just a private.”
General Eisenhower preached a sermon to the general about how that the Army could operate better without its generals than without its privates.  He said, “Don’t you ever forget that if this war is won then it will be won by the privates rather than by the generals.”
In so doing the general made it plain that every private was someone to him!  
Likewise, I say to you that every child of God is someone to God!

Then, third, God knows your ability.  God knows what you can do, how much you can give of yourself, where you are the strongest as well as the weakest, as a matter of fact God even knows some things about you which you yourself have yet to learn!
The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 12, “Having then different gifts according to the grace which God has given to us.”  It is a grace which totally changes our life, a grace which raises us from a NOBODY TO A SOMEBODY in the eyes of God!
It is sad to say but many Christians get discouraged and then give up!  I am reminded, though, of the words of Fairbairn.  He said, “It is strange that Christ should often speak His most remarkable words to the least remarkable persons.”  To such common fishermen as Peter and John, a lowly sinner like the woman at the well, ordinary people as Lazarus and Martha and Bartimaus and Zaccheus as well as the great multitudes - what some called the least remarkable people of all because every single one of us is someone to God!
Maybe someone needs to hear this.  There was an artist who had a studio on the second floor of a downtown building.  This artist could look out his window and watch the people on the street below. 
The artist noticed that a beggar would come every morning and ask the people for money.  This beggar was apparently no one to the rest of the people.  His clothes were torn and dirty.  His beard was full-grown and his hair was disheveled.
One day the artist invited this lowly beggar into his studio.  The artist  showed the beggar his latest painting.  The beggar asked, “Who is that man?”  The artist said, “That man is you.”  
The beggar said, “Me!  How can that possibly be me?”  The artist said, “That is indeed you because that is what I see in you.”
The beggar thought for a moment then said, “If that is the kind of man you see in me then that is the kind of man I now intend to be.”
Dear brethren, multiply that little story by a thousand times - by even a million times - and you will then have what God sees in you!
I say again: every person - every child of God - is someone to God!

#2 - every person can be someone for God.  

I have said it before and you will hear me say it many more times in the future.  If God can use someone like me then God can also use someone like you!
As for myself I am not a great singer - I am not a great speaker - I am not flashy or handsome or charismatic like some others - I am nothing but a common, ordinary person who would like others to see Christ only always, living in me!
I am always amused by those people who say, “Pastor, don’t ever ask me to do anything because God could never use me.”  But then I open my Bible and learn that God can use anyone!  
The Bible tells me that God used a wilted gourd and some sour grapes to humble Jonah, the little lad David to defeat the giant Goliath, timid Jeremiah to speak to rebellious Judah, the country shepherd Amos - just an uneducated country preacher - to rebuke the royal court of Israel.  

Then history tells me of still another man whom God used.  Many of you have heard of Alexander Crudens - the man who gave us that wonderful book known as CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE. Someone has said that Cruden’s Concordance is worth a million dollars and here is one preacher who would agree with that assessment!  I use that concordance to find any Bible verse which I need. 
But here is something which you may not know.  This may seem hard to believe but Alexander Cruden had to spend part of his life in a mental institution.  Mr. Cruden was confined in an institution in the year 1720, again in the year 1738, and then once again in 1753.  
He wrote his famous concordance after his first confinement and only a year before his second confinement, and all of this was possible because every person can be someone for God!
You say, “But, Pastor, I cannot speak.”  My friend, neither could Moses but yet Moses had enough faith to give God a chance - to let God take full control and Moses then became the great deliverer of the Old Testament.
You say, “But, Pastor, I am a weak person - one who is afraid to go up against  the devil.”  My friend, so was Gideon when God told him to take his 300 soldiers and attack the entire Midianite army but yet Gideon had enough faith to give God a chance - to let God fight the battle for him - and as a result Gideon’s 300 soldiers totally routed the entire Midianite army.
You say, “But, Pastor, I cannot see myself being a blessing to others.”  My friend, neither could the little boy with 5 loaves and 2 fishes but yet that small lad had enough faith to give God a chance!  To let Jesus take his entire lunch and before that day was finished more than 5,000 people had been fed with just 5 loaves and 2 fish!
Hudson Taylor said it like this:  “A small thing is a small thing but faithfulness in small things is a great thing.”
So be faithful in even the small things and be someone for God!
The great evangelist, D. L. Moody, was once invited to preach at a very sophisticated church in New York City - the FIFTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.  A number of the people, especially the more intellectual members, did not want Moody to preach but even so he came anyway. 
Moody preached about Daniel from the Old Testament.  There was nothing wrong except that Moody could not pronounce the name “DANIEL.”  He could only say, “DANEL.”
Not only that but Moody spoke with a high nasal twang and so he not only said “ain’t” but he also said “hain’t.”  One newspaper reported that any man who could pronounce Jerusalem and Israel with only two syllables could do anything!
And so you can imagine what those highly dignified people thought as the 300 pound Moody butchered the English language.  The people were embarrassed, some of the people even laughed but Moody kept right on preaching.  
About halfway through his sermon, though, something changed.  The people moved up to the edge of their seats.  It seemed the people were no longer listening to the voice of Moody.  They were instead listening to another voice (the voice of the Holy Spirit) and before that service was finished a number of those dignified people had been wonderfully saved.  
They were not saved because of Moody, they were not saved because of the people, they were not saved because of the beautiful building either, but they were saved because someone was convinced that every person can be someone for God! 
Pt #3 - every person can bring someone to God.  
Every person including you, including me, can lead someone to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 14, “No man lives to himself and no man dies to himself” In other words, all of us either point people toward Christ or away from Christ.  

The Bible says in the book of Acts chapter 1, “But ye shall receive power and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in all Judaea and in all Samaria and even unto the uttermost parts of the world!”

It may be a neighbor, it may be a friend, it may be a child or a spouse, but somewhere out there is someone whom you can help - someone whose entire eternity may depend upon whether you can bring them to Christ for their salvation!
One day a businessman went to church and he heard someone say, “Your life is being wasted if you are not trying to win souls.”  
The businessman said, “I have been saved for many years but I have never won a soul to Jesus Christ.  If that is the way it is supposed to be then I will do it,” and so the businessman began to talk to people about their souls.  
A few years later the businessman walked into the pastor’s office.  He placed a sheet of paper on the pastor’s desk and said, “I want you to see the names of the men whom I have brought to Jesus Christ since that day.”
The pastor looked at the sheet of paper and the sheet was full of names - people who were now ready for eternity because a common businessman believed that every person can bring someone to God!
The fact is that all of you know something which your unsaved friends do not know.  You know there is peace - peace of heart and peace of mind - in knowing Christ as your personal Savior.  

You know there is a judgment to come - that hell has enlarged itself - that hell is a horrible place where a person never stops burning - never stops thirsting - never stops screaming either!  

You know there is hope for every person - that if Christ could save a wicked man like Saul of Tarsus then God can save everyone that you know as well!
The Bible says in the book of Romans chapter 10,  “For whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  How, though, can they call on Him in whom they have not believed?  And how can they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without a preacher?  Without someone like you letting them know what Christ can do for them!
Because, the Bible says, “God has chosen the weak things...that includes the common people like us...to put to shame those who are mighty..”
God has chosen the common people...people like you and me.

This is what happened many years ago in one of the Billy Sunday revival campaigns.  A mentally retarded boy by the name of Joey attended every single night of the meeting and sang in the choir.
Homer Rodeheaver was the music director.  He said, “Joey was not very bright but he never missed any of our meetings.  As a matter of fact he would never leave the service until he first shook my hand.  Sometimes I was embarrassed by the way Joey followed me and I would secretly wish that Joey would just go away.”
Then one night a man came to Rodeheaver.  The man said, “I want to thank you for being kind to my son Joey.  You may have guessed that Joey is not well mentally but he has never enjoyed anything as much as singing in the choir.  Joey has even done chores for others so that he could contribute to your offering.  He also kept inviting people to come and to hear about a Savior who could keep them from a devil’s hell.
“I want you to know that through his pleading my wife and five other children have come to these services and been saved.  Then last night his 75 year old grandfather - a man who had been an atheist for his entire life - his grandfather was saved and then tonight his grandmother came forward and got saved.  Because of Joey our entire family is now saved and going to heaven!”
And all because of this little idea that every person, including even the little Joey’s, can bring someone to God. 

One day a Mexican got saved.  He then prayed the prayer of every ambitious Christian.  He prayed, “LORD,

I am only a spark; make me a fire.

I am only a string; make me a lyre.

I am only a drop; make me a fountain.

I am only an ant hill; make me a mountain.

I am only a feather; make me a wing.

I am only a serf; make me a king.

I am only a link; make me a chain.

I am only a sprinkle; make me a rain.

And Saul of Tarsus prayed, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”
My friend,  that is the prayer of the ambitious Christian.

