GOD’S ANSWER FOR 


WALL STREET AND MAIN STREET





A television interviewer recently asked an economist, “Are we in a recession or a depression?”  The economist said, “The current conditions are much worse than a normal recession but not nearly as bad as a depression.  So let’s call it a REPRESSION!”  


It began with something called subprime and it will likely end with something called clawbacks (getting back what some people stole).  Between those two events we have home foreclosures, bankruptcies, closed steel mills, malls closing, big banks going belly-up, along with Madoff apparently embezzling 50 billion dollars (how do you do that?), and who knows what else is out there?  


Someone asked, “What has caused this?  Can it be summarized in one word?”�	The answer came immediately, “Greed.”  


What would God say to the businessmen of our own day?  What would God also say to the consumers like you and me?  What would God say about our values and our competition and our retirement?”  


The title of this message is, GOD’S ANSWER FOR WALL STREET AND MAIN STREET.   Text: Deuteronomy 8:11-20.   





“Be careful that you don’t forget the Lord your God by failing to keep His command—the ordinances and statutes—I am giving you today. 12 When you eat and are full, and build beautiful houses to live in, 13 and your herds and flocks grow large, and your silver and gold multiply, and everything else you have increases, 14 [be careful] that your heart doesn’t become proud and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 15 He led you through the great and terrible wilderness with its poisonous snakes and scorpions, a thirsty land where there was no water. He brought water out of the flintlike rock for you. 16 He fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers had not known, in order to humble and test you, so that in the end He might cause you to prosper. 17 You may say to yourself, ‘My power and my own ability have gained this wealth for me,’ 18 but remember that the Lord your God gives you the power to gain wealth, in order to confirm His covenant He swore to your fathers, as it is today. 19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and go after other gods to worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will perish. 20 Like the nations the Lord is about to destroy before you, you will perish if you do not obey the Lord your God. Deut 8:11-20 (HCSB).  Underline the key phrase in vs 18, “remember that the Lord your God gives you the power to gain wealth.”  








A man once said to me, “Pastor, there is a great deal of excess on Wall Street.”  I said to him, “Brother, I totally agree with you but even so under which financial system would you rather live?  Would you rather live under the bankruptcy of communism or the decay or socialism or the incentives of capitalism?  Brother, sometimes we have to take the bad along with the good and this happens to be one of those cases.”


Yes, the greed of Wall Street and Main Street is everywhere but the truth is that more money is not going to cure the problems of this world!  As a matter of fact we could take all the money in this world, divide it equally among all of us, and it still would not be enough for most of us!


The little boy said to his father, “Daddy, the one thing which you always most want is the one thing which you haven’t got.”


Surely then the Bible is correct when it says that the “love of money is the root of all evil,” because instead of you being in possession of your money your money is now in possession of you!


This in a nutshell is the error of not only Wall Street but also Main Street.  It is the foolish idea that money is a god which can cure all of our ailments - that money can cure the emptiness of a man’s heart and give that man a life of total peace and contentment!


Yet God Himself says in vs 11, “Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God...lest in vs 14 thine heart be lifted up and thou forget...lest thou say in vs 17 that MY power and MY strength have gained me this wealth...lest in vs 18 thou forget that it is God who has given thee the power to get wealth...lest in vs 19 thou forget the Lord thy God and walk instead after the gods of money and pleasure...lest in vs 20 ye then perish because ye would not be obedient to the voice of the Lord your God”


God gave these words to the nation of Israel all the way back in the 14th century BC but it seems to me as if these words could also be given to our own United States of America!


You talking about a nation which is now forgetting God - a nation which is now worshipping the god of money - the god of pleasure - the god of materialism.  I believe this is exactly what is now taking place in our own United States of America!


Maybe you have noticed our new national motto.  I saw this bumper sticker on the rear bumper of one of those brand new sports cars - a car which had everything necessary to make a man happy!


The bumper sticker said, “He who dies with the most toys wins.”  In essence, that was the religion of the owner of that car - that HE WHO DIES WITH THE MOST TOYS ALWAYS WINS!


What God would say to such a person - to such a nation and people as ours!








Answer #1 - bigger barns do not guarantee a better life!





There is an old proverb that says,” Money is the article which may be used as a universal passport to everywhere except heaven and the universal provider of everything except happiness.”


The Bible tells us in the book of Luke chapter 12 about a man who had a bountiful crop.  This man believed that happiness was based upon having bigger barns and so he said to himself,


“This will I do!  I will pull down my old barns and build greater barns; I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, thou hast many goods laid up for many years.  Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”  But yet that same night God said to him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of then; then whose shall these things be which thou hast provided?  So is he that lays up treasures for himself but is not rich toward God.”


John Rockefeller, Jr. said, “The poorest man I know is the man who has nothing but money!”  Nothing but material possessions!


I recall seeing the words of the multimillionaire, Andrew Carnegie.  This millionaire was sitting in a dining room in a very beautiful hotel.  On the table before him was a plate of untouched food.  Mr. Carnegie’s health was failing and his appetite was gone.


Mr. Carnegie - this man who had millions - looked out a window and saw a working man sitting on a curb eating his lunch.   The millionaire said, “I’d give a million dollars to have an appetite like that man.”  Rather strange, isn’t it, what money cannot buy?


Nor can money buy happiness either.  William Jennings Bryan said, “Those who live for money spend the first half of their lives getting all they can from everybody else and the last half trying to keep everybody from getting what they have away from them and so they find no pleasure in either half.”


They tell the story about a monk in old Europe who came across a very valuable stone.  The monk recognized the value of this stone and he immediately put the stone in his bag.  Sometime later the monk came face to face with a hungry traveler.  The monk opened his bag and out of the kindness of his heart he shared some of his own food with this traveler.  


As he did so the traveler happened to see the precious jewel.  He asked the monk to give him this very valuable stone.  Believe it or not, the monk did just exactly that!  The overjoyed traveler then went on his way.  To think that he now had something which would give him wealth and security for the rest of his life!


But a few days later the traveler came looking for the monk!  He tracked down the monk and returned to him the precious stone.  He then let out a loud sigh of relief and said, “Now, monk, I beg you: give me something which is more precious than this stone!  I beg you: GIVE ME THAT WHICH ENABLED YOU TO SO FREELY GIVE IT TO ME IN THE FIRST PLACE!”


In other words, give me that hidden virtue which can make me so much happier than the riches of this present world!  


I say again: bigger barns do not guarantee a better life!





Answer #2 – The well of money is an empty well!





I listen to people say, “If only I had a few dollars more life would be wonderful!” 


They are like the servant who said to his master, “Oh, if only I had five pounds everything would be great!” To the servant’s surprise the master immediately gave him the five pounds which he had requested.  As the servant walked away he was heard to say, “Why didn’t I ask for 10 pounds instead?”


Yet I am reminded that money can buy amusement but not happiness, a bed but not sleep, books but not brains, food but not an appetite, finery but not beauty, a house but not a home, medicine but not health, luxuries but not culture, a crucifix but not a Savior, a church pew but not a home in heaven!”


In other words, money can give you everything except that which you most need and that is a Savior who can give you:





forgiveness of sins and a home in heaven


a heart which is filled with peace;


a brand new life which is now worth living!





Jesus warned us, “Whoever drinks of the water of this world will always thirst again but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never again thirst...because blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness ...after the things of God...for they shall be filled.”


One can only wonder about the rich young ruler who came to Jesus.  This young man was one of the richest men of his day but even so he was not a satisfied man!  Although this man had everything on the outside he apparently had nothing at all on the inside!


So this young man came to Jesus searching for the meaning of life.  He asked, “Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?  What must I do to have the emptiness of my soul satisfied? To have that peace of God which passes all understanding?”


Here was the proof of everything which Jesus had said - that whoever drinks from the wells of this world including even the well of money will undoubtedly thirst again!


Here is something which you probably do not know.  In the year 1923 seven of the world’s most successful men met for a meeting in the city of Chicago, Illinois.  There in that group was the:





president of the largest independent steel company;


greatest wheat speculator of that day;


president of the New York Stock Exchange;


a member of the President’s own cabinet;


the greatest bear - the greatest pessimist - on Wall Street;


President of the Bank of International Settlements along with the head of the world’s greatest monopoly;





It has been said that these 7 men controlled more wealth than the United States Treasury.  The newspapers and magazines urged the youth of America to follow in their footsteps!


But listen to what happened!  25 years later the empty well of this world had once again proven itself to be just exactly that! 





The President of the largest steel company -      Charles Schwab - lived on borrowed money for the last 5 years of his life and he died broke!


The greatest wheat speculator - Arthur Cutting was his name - died overseas in a penniless condition;


The president of the New York Stock Exchange - Richard Whitney - eventually spent time in the prison at Sing Sing;


The member of the President’s Cabinet - his name was Albert Fall - was later pardoned from prison in order that he might die at home;


The greatest bear on Wall Street - Jesse Livermore - died of suicide;


The President of the Bank of International Settlements - Leon Frasure - committed suicide;


In addition to that, the head of the world’s greatest monopoly - Ivar Kruegar - committed suicide as well!





Here were 7 men who seemingly had it all - yet here were also 7 men who wasted it all because they kept coming time and time again to the empty wells of this world!


My friend, whatever you do be sure to remember the words of Jesus: “whoever drinks from the waters of this world will thirst again.”


I say again: money is an empty well.  I urge you to not make the same mistake as others!





Answer #3 – Death is where all men are humbled!





One of the saddest things in all of life is the man who inherits a great sum of money only to then die before he can enjoy any of it!


I think of the 29 year old man who inherited the great sum of one million dollars.  But as strange as it may seem this 29 year old man did not become excited in the least at his good fortune!


It seemed that this young man had been sentenced to the electric chair - sentenced to die for the murder of a little six year old.  This 29 year old millionaire said, “I don’t care whether it’s one dollar or a million of them.  I have something else on my mind.  According to the police I am guilty but in my mind I don’t know.  I’d do anything for the family of the boy but I suppose money wouldn’t help them.  No, not now!”


What that young man had come to realize is the Bible is indeed right when it says that “Riches profit not in the day of wrath.” (Prov. 11:4)


Now listen: I do not care who you are!  You may at this moment consider yourself to be much better than the rest of us when it comes to wealth and intelligence and even popularity but, even so, one thing which I can positively guarantee you is that when death comes you and I will once again be equal - will once again be on the same level - because death is where all men are finally humbled!


Someone was reading through a big city newspaper and noticed that one of the city’s millionaires had passed away.  This person could not help but think about the value of that millionaire’s vast estate. 


He remarked to his friend, “I wonder how much he left.”  His friend said, “I believe he left it all.”


The Bible says in the book of Job, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb and naked shall I return thither.”


Regardless of what anyone may think, all of us come into this world as naked and humble people and, rest assured, that is exactly the way in which all of us will exit this world as well!


The historians tell us that just before Alexander the Great died he gave the order that at his burial his hands were to be left exposed to the eyes of the public so that everyone could see that even the mightiest man of all time could not take anything with him!


No wonder then the stingy farmer said, “I would not mind dying if I could only take my wealth with me.”  But yet only moments later he breathed his last breath and he left it all behind!


No matter who you are, death is where all men are indeed humbled!








Answer #4 – Eternity is the true measure of a man!





Henry Van Dyke said, “Remember what you possess in this world will be found at the day of your death and belong to someone else.  But what you are will be yours forever!”


The Bible says in the book of I Timothy chapter 6, “For we brought nothing into this world and it is certain that we can carry nothing out.”


I do not know about you but I would hate to live an entire life and yet not have one single thing of eternal value - to have lived 70 years and then to be gone and yet no one knows and no one cares!


They say, though, this is the way it was with one Solomon Grundy.  Solomon Grundy lived and then he died.  After his death someone decided to write a biography about Solomon Grundy - to include in a book all of the eternal accomplishments of Solomon Grundy.  This is what the book said: 





“Solomon Grundy, born on Monday, Christened on Tuesday, Married on Wednesday, Taken ill on Thursday, Worse on Friday, Died on Saturday, Buried on Sunday, and that was the end of Solomon Grundy.”





Rather humorous, isn’t it?  But yet rather sad too because in the end it is eternity and eternity alone which reveals the true measure of a man!


Jowett was right on the mark when he said, “The true measure of our wealth is how much we would be worth if we lost all of our money.”


Excuse me for asking but I wonder just how much you yourself are truly worth?  For that matter I wonder how much I myself am truly worth?  Not in the eyes of the bank but rather in the eyes of eternity?


I do not know but for some of us the answer may come tomorrow.  For others, though, the answer may yet be some 50 years in the future but even so all of us can rest assured that we will be measured differently in eternity than we are measured in the here and now because there in eternity we will see for the first time just who are the truly rich and just who are the truly poor!


Maybe this little story says in the best of all. I urge you to listen closely.  You may have heard about the old black slave by the name of Moses and what a wonderful Christian he was!  One night Moses was invited to have dinner with his master.  Just before they began eating the slave asked his master if he could thank Jesus for his food.


The master became angry.  He said, “What for?  Look at me!  Look at this great house!  Look at this beautiful plantation!  Look at my great fields of cotton!  You don’t see me thanking Jesus for my food, do you?”


Moses said, “No, sir, but with your permission I would like to thank Jesus for my food.”  The master said, “It is foolish but if you must then you must.”


The slave gave thanks for his food and they began to eat.  After the meal Moses said, “Master, do you know my Jesus?”  


Once again the master became angry.  He said, “Don’t you ever talk to me about your Jesus.  You get out that door and don’t you ever step inside again if you are going to mention the name of Jesus.”


Moses said, “All right, master.  But before I leave let me tell you one thing.  Last night I dreamed that the richest man in all the land died at midnight.  So I wanted to know if you knew my Jesus.”


The master became visibly shaken.  He said, “Moses, get out of my house!  I don’t need your Jesus!”


Moses left.  The master immediately called for his personal physician.  He had the doctor give him a complete physical.  The doctor told him that he was in perfect health. 


The master, though, was still bothered.. He brought in his friends to play cards and drink whiskey.  As the clock came closer to midnight the master began to sweat.  Suddenly the chimes began to ring out.


1-2-3-4  Could it be that Moses was right?  Could it be that the richest man in all the land would indeed die at midnight?  


5-6-7-8  “In just a moment I will know if I am going to live or going to die!”


9-10-11-12  The master let out a loud sigh of relief.  He immediately closed the party, went to bed, and enjoyed a good night of sleep.


Nothing disturbed the master until the next morning when the master heard a knock upon the door.  The master opened the door and came face to face with a maid who had been crying!


The master asked, “What’s wrong?”  The maid said, “Master, Old Moses died last night at midnight.  The richest man in all the land died last night at midnight.”


My friend, I hope that someday eternity will say the same thing about you.
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