GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE

GREATEST QUESTIONS OF LIFE
Little four year old Anthony was continually asking questions.  One morning little Anthony asked questions for one solid hour.  How many of you mothers know what I am talking about?  Finally the mother’s patience became totally exasperated.  She said, “Son, curiosity killed the cat.  Now don’t ask so many questions.”  
Little Anthony sat perfectly still...for one whole minute then he looked up and said, “Momma, what did the cat want to know?”  
All across America and all across this world people are searching for the answers to some of the most basis questions of life.  One of the leading newspaper editors said it like this:

“The Presidency, the Congress, the economy, the dollar, education, national security, minorities, government secrecy, blue collar workers, students, the church, foreign aid, arms control, love, marriage – everything seems to have come apart lately.  Nothing seems to work out right.  Families are failing, familiar ways are being lost.  No satisfactory new ways are being found.”

Can anyone say amen to that?  You say, “Pastor, what has gone wrong with our world?  Do we have an economic crisis or a political crisis or a morality crisis or is it something even more basic than that?”
Title: God’s Answer For The Greatest Questions Of Life.  Text:  John 8:30-34.  Everyone read aloud with me our text.  

As He was saying these things, many believed in Him.  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you really are My disciples.  You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  “We are descendants of Abraham,” they answered Him, “and we have never been enslaved to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will become free’?”  Jesus responded, “ I assure you: Everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin.   John 8:30-34 (HCSB)

Many years ago the great philosopher Socrates said, “One thing only I know and that is I know nothing – nothing at all.”  Contrast that with the underlined words of Jesus on the screen in front of you.  Read those words again to me.  “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

So which one is the better teacher?  Socrates who said, “I know nothing,” or Jesus who said, “You can know the truth?”  I don’t know about you but I am a follower of Jesus rather than Socrates, how about you?

Be seated.

Let’s see if we can put the entire issue in perspective before we look at the greatest questions of life.  Some years ago the planet Mars was passing very close to our own planet Earth.  Mars would not be this close again for a great number of years.
Two scientists climbed to the top of a high mountain where they listened for a message from Mars.  They used the best radio equipment that money could buy – they projected their reception far above the stratosphere and way out into what we call outer space.
The two of them sat on the edge of their seats.  They listened intently throughout the entire night but they did not hear a single sound – not a single word – that made them any smarter than they were the day before.
Oh, the disappointment that was theirs but let me remind you there should be no disappointment in this building today because here in this book called the Bible we have a voice not merely from Mars – not merely from one of the stars – but a voice which comes from the very throne of God Himself – 

A voice which is God’s own answer to all
of the greatest questions of life.

You see, there is indeed a word of knowledge – a word of wisdom – a word of truth – which can give you the answers that you most need!  
The good news is God did not leave you with a question mark but He left you with a statement and a period because God has left you with the answers that you most need.  

Greatest Question #1 – What is man?
Not merely the question of the Psalmist when he asked, “What is man that You, God, are mindful of him?” but an even more basic question than that...the question of “What exactly is the composition of man?”

This becomes the first question that determines your entire approach to life.  It is the question where you determine if man is to be viewed as a divine creation or a constantly evolving animal.
Someone asked, “Pastor, why don’t they allow prayer in the public schools anymore?  It is because man is not certain about his identity – as to whether he comes from God or he comes from the monkeys!  One of our old-time preachers used to say, “Some of my relatives may have hung by their necks but none of them ever hung by their tails,” but some people aren’t really sure about that!
Why don’t they allow Christian displays in the government buildings anymore?”  It is because man is not certain about his identity – whether he is a creation of God or a result of something else.
Therefore, we now have a very confused humanity.  Man does not know where he has come from, so how in the world can he know where he is eventually going and so because of that man is not able to find a purpose in everyday living.
So we now have people who live like animals because 
they view themselves as exactly that!

The poet wrote of his own despair:

Into this world to eat and sleep

And know no reason why he was born

Save only to consume the corn,

Devour the cattle, flock, and fish

And leave behind an empty dish!

The sad truth is that is exactly how many people approach life.  They simply exist from one day to the next day just like an animal – because what does an animal do except eat, drink, and be merry, because tomorrow we may all die!
You say, “But, Pastor, is there any way of knowing my true worth?  Of ever knowing my true identity?  Of ever knowing my real purpose in life so I can live my life with confidence instead of despair?”
 Listen to the answer from the Word of God.  The Bible says in the book of Genesis chapter 1, “And God said, Let us make man in our own what?  Image and after our own likeness.  So God created man in His own image.  And the Lord God formed man out of the dust of the ground and God breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.  And the Lord God planted a garden called the Garden of Eden and that in that Garden God placed the man whom He had made!”  
You talking about a miracle – God created the dust we call earth and then He created a man out of that same dust and when my life is over I’ll go back to the same dust from which I have come!
Let me show you just how important you really are to God!  Put yourself in the shoes of this first man named Adam – put yourself way back there in the Garden of Eden and think about everything that God has created just especially for you!
One preacher said, “The reason God one day spoke and lilies covered the fields was for you – was for this man named Adam.  The reason God raised the trees like great spires into the sky was for you.  The reason God raised the mountains like great pyramids was for you.  The reason God dotted the land with lakes like heavenly teardrops was for you.  The reason God made the birds to sing like melodious choirs was for you.  The reason God made the stars to shine like midnight chandeliers was for you.”
Believe it or not, all of God’s creation was intended for you – that’s how important you are to God!
The simple fact is you were not created to sin.  You were created for Satan.  You were created to run away from God.  You were not created for misery or discouragement or for suffering or pain.  No, none of that at all, because you were created for God – created for the purpose of knowing the Creator and serving the Creator and enjoying the Creator as you walk hand in hand with the Creator through every single day of your life!
This may sound strange but I like the way the little black boy said it.  This little black boy had been treated like dirt by some of his schoolmates.  He then became very discouraged with life but one day he read what the Bible said and he became convinced that even he was worth something. 
He went to school the next day with a large banner.  The banner said, “I’m me and I’m black and I’m also good cos God don’t make no junk.”  Well, bless the Lord, I’m not junk either, amen?
So I say to the evolutionist, “Live like an animal if you so wish but as for myself I do not intend to lower myself down to your level!” 
I ask again, “What exactly is man?”  The Bible answers that man is a created being with a Creator who wants man to know Him!

Greatest Question #2 – what is wrong with man?
For some reason man does not live in an exalted condition like he should. The newspaper headline said, “Doctor tells of killing four!”  The newspaper quoted a note left behind by the doctor.  The note said, “Despair, frustration, restlessness – all haunt and tantalize me.  Have I sinned?  I do not believe my plight is due to sin.  I think it is the result of being born a bad apple, a cross, brooding, mean dog instead of a happy, friendly dog.  How can the leopard change his spots?  This is the question.”  
The newspaper then told of how this doctor had gone into the rooms where his own wife and three children were sleeping and how that he had ended their lives.  Then he set fire to the house.  
Guess what?  That is just one story that can be shared.  This community is occupied by people who lie – people who steal – people who molest innocent children – murderers, drunkards, dope addicts, homosexuals, kidnappers, lesbians, wife beaters, adulterers, prostitutes, extortioners, embezzlers, and on and on the list goes.
One preacher said it is possible for a man to commit 574 sins.  Someone wrote the preacher and asked for a copy of the list because he might have forgotten to commit at least one of those sins!
So I ask you again the question, “What is wrong with man?  Because until you know what is wrong with man you will never be able to solve man’s problem!
In the old says a young photographer specialized in close-up photography.  This young man was sent to work in a new office.  He arrived at this new place and was immediately escorted into the office of the district manager.  This district manager also happened to be a strong defender of the Word of God!
The district manager said, “They tell me you specialize in close-ups.  Is that so?  Well, tell me: have you ever seen a close-up of your own heart?  Of your own soul?”
The young photographer did not know what to say.  The district manager opened his New Testament to the book of Romans chapter 3 and said, “This is the Bible’s picture of your own heart.  There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.  They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.  Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit;  The poison of asps is under their lips; Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; Their feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and misery are in their ways; And the way of peace they have not known.  There is no fear of God before their eyes.  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”

The district manager then said, “That is the clearest close-up picture you will ever see of your own heart.  You are a sinner before the holy God heaven.  Now what do you intend to do with your situation?”
For the first time in his life that young man saw himself for what he truly is.  A man who sins because he is a sinner from the top of head to the sole of his feet.  A man whose heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.  A man whom the Bible says was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me.  A man who is no less than a sinner through and through!  
You say, “Pastor, I do not appreciate that picture of my own heart.”  Maybe not but I doubt seriously if you want us to put your secrets up on a big movie screen for all of us to see!  Imagine if we could see every single thing you have ever done, every single word you have ever said, every single thought you have ever explored!  That would be awful for you and me both!  
The truth is that all of us have sinned and all of us have come short of the glory of God!
Someone asked, “Why are there problems in the home?  The answer is that every home is made up of two sinners – that’s why! Why are there problems between the different races?  It is because sin divides men everywhere! Why are there problems with even the newest baby.  How does a child just naturally know how to lie?  How to manipulate?  The answer is that sin is born in us at the very same time as the color of our hair and the color of our eyes!  
The Bible always tells us the truth and the truth says, “Man is born unto trouble as surely as the sparks fly upward.”
Maybe Frederick the Great, the king of old Russia, said it the best of all.  This king was listening to a preacher brag about the goodness of man.  Frederick listened for a while then became infuriated at the man’s preaching.  He said aloud, “That man does not know the devil in his own heart – the devil in every heart including even my own.”
Notice what all of this means:

Sin offers smiles but brings tears.

Sin offers peace but brings fears.

Sin offers health but sickness brings.

Sin offers a song but never sings.

Sin offers doves but raves come.

Sin offers heaven but hell is its home.

Sin offers sun but always brings clouds.

Sin offers life but brings a shroud.

Sin offers freedom as a friend

Yet slavery is its bitter end.


In the end we become a slave to our own sinful heart!  That is God’s answer as to what is wrong with man!

Greatest Question #3 – what is the cure for fallen man?

Is it education?  I think not.  Is it medicine?  I think not.  Is it money?  I think not.  How about religion?  I think not.

The great preacher Gypsy Smith received a letter from a young lady who was seeking this very answer.  The young lady wrote, “I have just graduated.  I am leaving college.  My minister wants me to join the church.  My parents also seek to persuade me and they are giving me no rest.  But Gypsy Smith, I heard you say that the first thing necessary to discipleship is a change of heart.  What ought I to do?  Ought I to join the church in response to my pastor’s wises and my parents’ wishes?  What do you say?”

Gypsy Smith replied, “The New Testament does not say, ‘join the church.’ But it does say, ‘you must be born again.’”

Jesus said it like this, “You shall know the truth and the truth has the power to set you free for I am the way, the truth, and the life – no man comes to the Father but by Me!  I have come that you might have life – eternal life – and have it more abundantly!”

I like the words of Augustine from A.D. 300.  August summed it all up by saying, “You, God, have created us for Yourself and our souls are restless until they find their rest in You.”

That’s why Jesus could say so boldly that “In Me you shall find the truth!  In Me you can find the answers that you seek and the truth shall then set you free!”

Now listen closely to the next nine words!  Are you listening?  Say, “I’m listening.”  Those nine words are simply these:  The answer is in Jesus and in Him alone!  Repeat it with me.  The answer is in Jesus and in Him alone!  He alone is the way, the truth, and the life!

The traffic director who is not himself in the Way of Christ cannot guide others down the road of life.  The lawyer who has yet to accept Christ as the Truth – that lawyer cannot have a true evaluation of himself or anyone else.  The undertaker who has yet to accept Christ as the Life – that undertaker will deal with death day-in and day-out while at the same time he is still spiritually dead in trespasses and sin!

The answer to the greatest questions of life can be found in only one place and that is in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ!


Henry Drummond was travelling to a preaching appointment in a carriage.  He began a conversation with the carriage driver.  The preacher was surprised to learn that this carriage drive had once been a prominent businessman but one sin had led to another sin and then another sin and now he was nothing more than a carriage driver.

The carriage driver appealed to the preacher for help.  The preacher said, “If your team of horses was running away from you – if you tried everything you knew but the horses were still running loose – what would you then do if you learned there was a person sitting next to you who knew everything about horses – who knew how to save the horses and the carriage and you from disaster?”

The driver said, “Sir, I would immediately turn my reins over to him.”   


Henry Drummond said, “Sir, that person’s name is Jesus Christ.  I urge you to turn over the reins of your life to Jesus Christ and do it now.”

The point of this entire message is really very simple.  It is the message that Jesus Christ is the answer you so desperately need.

I urge you to turn your life over to Him and let Him take total control.  
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