GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE CALL OF THE WORLD

One of the strangest hotels in all the world is found in the two countries of France and Switzerland.  This hotel was built during the days of the great Napoleon of France - during those days when the border between France and Switzerland was constantly moving back and forth!
In those days the people did not know whether they were living in France or living in Switzerland - whether they should obey the government of France or the government of Switzerland.
But believe it or not, one man happened to guess just exactly where the border would finally be placed.  This man proceeded to build a hotel on that very spot!  You talking about a strange hotel - this hotel is built exactly on the border between France and Switzerland.  As a matter of fact the dividing line runs straight through the middle of this hotel and even through a number of its rooms.
This may sound unusual but a hotel guest can actually have one foot in France while he has the other foot in Switzerland.  When he climbs the stairs he begins at the bottom of the stairs in Switzerland then steps over into France but halfway up the stairs he is back in Switzerland again!
In addition to that, this strange and unusual hotel has two telephone systems - one telephone system is provided by Switzerland - the other telephone system is provided by France and the amount of your bill depends upon which telephone is used!
Then as always, there is the problem of those people who try to sneak out without paying their bills.  Of course, the hotel always calls the police but exactly which police department depends upon whether the thief sneaks out the back door or the front door because the back door takes you into a different country than the front door!
Now did you get all of that? Would you like to repeat all of that back to me?
Imagine living on the border in that hotel, trying to do something on one day to please the French - trying to do something on the next day to please the Swiss. 
You say, Pastor,  is there anything which is more miserable for the Christian than that of living on the border? Of trying to have both the approval of God as well as the approval of the world? Pastor, what is a Christian to do when he finds himself pulled in two directions at once?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.

I call your attention to the subject: GOD’S ANSWER FOR THE CALL OF THE WORLD.  Text: Matthew 4:18-22, underline in vs 19 the phrase, follow me. Matthew 8:19-11, underline in vs 22 the phrase, follow me.

I do not believe there is any person who is more miserable than the Christian who is trying to live on both sides of the border - who is trying to live with one foot in the promised land of God while keeping the other foot in the land of an ungodly and sinful world!
Not long ago I came across the testimony of one such Christian.  This man had a confession to make. He said, “I have too much religion or too little; I must either give up what I have, or get more.  I have too much religion to let me enjoy a worldly life, and too much worldliness to let me enjoy my religion.”
In other words, I am trying to live on both sides of the border at the very same time - the power of the cross is pulling me toward it - the power of the world is pulling me toward it - and as a result I am one of the most miserable people which the world has ever seen!
It is for that reason that we have just read these two totally different passages of scripture.  The first passage tells us of certain fisherman who answered the call of God - men who answered that call by leaving their nets and coming and following Him!
Now pay attention: if you were to listen to the call of the world then you would think that this was the wrong decision for these young men to make! After all, according to the world these men were leaving their only means of:

1. livelihood - of feeding their stomachs and putting clothes upon their backs

2. happiness - of being able of afford a brand new automobile and a brand new house and a brand new television - all of those things which are supposed to bring happiness to people like you and me!

3. good night’s sleep - of having a soft bed and a soft pillow at night! You may remember that our Lord said, “The foxes have their holes and the birds have their nests but the Son of man has nowhere to lay His head!

Sure enough that is exactly what the unsaved world would say but even so Jesus calls out to them and He says, “FOLLOW ME! LEAVE YOUR NETS! LEAVE YOUR OCCUPATIONS! Leave even your own AMBITIONS  and come and follow me!”

You say, “Pastor, why, though, would Jesus ask these men to give up so very much for apparently so very little?  My friend, it is because nothing can ever be described as little if Jesus is truly in it for if you will read only a few verses further - read on into the book of Matthew chapter 5 - there you will find that Jesus promised to give these men the one thing which this world can never ever give - the one thing which only God Himself can give - and that is the blessing of true happiness and peace of heart!
Jesus said to them, “Come  and follow Me and here is what  I will give you. Blessed or happy are the:

1. poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!

2. they that mourn for they shall indeed be comforted!

3. meek for they shall someday inherit the earth!

4. ones who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall indeed be filled!

5. merciful for they shall obtain mercy!

6. pure in heart for they shall see God! shall see God not only in heaven but they shall see God work in their lives in ways which they never thought imaginable!

Jesus says to all of us, “Come and follow me, and I will then give to you the best life which you can ever imagine - the best life which you can ever know!”

Let me share with you some reasons why all of this is so.  Reason #1 - write down, because there is a higher calling - a much higher calling - than the call of the world!  Yes, there is a higher calling than being a mother - a higher calling than being a secretary or a factory worker or an executive or even the President of the United States of America!
The Bible says that every Christian including even you has been given a higher calling than any calling which this world can ever give! because you, dear Christian, have been called to be no less than a personal ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ - to be the ambassador for a far off country known only as heaven - to be the personal representative of none other than the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
The Bible says in the book of II Corinthians chapter five, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, so much so that it is as if God Himself was begging you through us!”
I do not know about you but I am amazed that God would ever bless someone like me with such an exalted and heavenly calling!  that God would ever take this puny vessel of clay and then give him an assignment which even the holy angels of heaven are not qualified to do!
Someone asked me, “Pastor, why did you go away to school and study the Bible instead of accounting? Why did you waste your Bachelor’s Degree and your Master’s Degree on something which will not help you to get ahead in the business world?”
I said to them, “It is because it is never a waste to dedicate your life to a higher calling, that’s why! because I am personally convinced that there is no higher calling anywhere which is more important than what God has called me to do!”
The simple fact is that God did not call me to be an accountant - God did not call me to be a well-paid CPA or an even better paid CFA - no, the fact is that God called me instead to be a shepherd of the flock of God - to be a pastor and a shepherd to people like you!
As far as I myself am concerned, if I fail in this then nothing else really matters! Here is a calling which is heavenly in its origin - a calling which comes to you directly from the throne of God itself! In effect, it is God personally calling you to devote your entire life to His service!

Here is a calling which is also individual in its application - a calling which has been designed specifically for you!  The Bible says, “But the manifestation - the calling - of the Spirit is given to every man for the common good. To one is given the gift of wisdom, to another the gift of knowledge, to another the gift of faith, to others the gifts of teaching and pastoring and administration and mercy and encouragement along with evangelism and giving and helps and perhaps even a few more! Yes, it is an individual calling - a calling which can be done by no one except yourself!

Here is a calling which is eternal in its usefulness - a calling which leaves an eternal imprint upon every life which you touch!
I like the story about the shoemaker over in England!  This man would cobble shoes day after day.  During that time the Holy Spirit burned into his heart that men are lost without Christ the blessed Savior - that there are millions of people overseas who have never once heard the good news of the cross!
This shoemaker had a map of the world on the wall before him.  He prayed without ceasing for those heathen lands and he wept openly for their evangelization. 
Some Christians ridiculed him because he was neglecting his business.  He listen to their criticism and then would say, “I have only one business and that is to win souls to Jesus Christ!”
This man’s name was William Carey.  Carey became so burdened for the unsaved that he is credited with beginning the first great modern day missionary movement!  Sometime later - the year was 1793 - William Carey personally sailed to India in order to evangelize the unsaved millions of that land!
William Carey is today recognized both far and wide as the father of modern day missions. Yet here he was: just an insignificant man like most of us - just a common, ordinary shoemaker - yet because of him the work of missions was taken completely around the world!
And all of this took place because he BELIEVED THERE WAS A HIGHER CALLING THAN THE CALL OF THE WORLD!

Let me give you Reason #2.  Write down, there is a sweeter calling than the call of this world - a sweeter calling which will give to you peace of heart and peace of mind - something which this world can never ever give you!
Not long ago they took a poll of the American people.  The question was asked, “What is the one thing you desire the most of all?” Guess what? The number one answer was not money or even health but rather it was peace of heart - of having peace and contentment and being able to enjoy life in spite of all the problems which we face!
Well, I have some good news for everyone in this community! the good news that this peace will automatically become ours when we obey the voice of Christ - when we leave our nets and come and follow Him!
The Bible says that these men left their nets and came and followed Jesus! Sometime later Jesus said to them, “peace I leave with you. MY peace I give unto you. Not as the world gives give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
Jesus said, “Peace will be yours...peace of heart...peace of mind...peace in every circumstance of life!

1. The prophet Daniel found this place in, of all places, the den of lions!
2. The Apostle Paul found this peace in the dark prison of Rome - for I have learned in whatever state I find myself how to be content - to be at peace because I am never without Jesus!
3. Then again, this pastor found peace at Tennessee Temple - in my pastorates at Oakview and Tucker Memorial and Solida and now here!...peace of heart...peace of mind...peace by being in the center of God’s will for my life!

The Bible says, “And the peace of God which passes all understanding, shall guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
You need to hear the story of Paul Carlson, the medical doctor. This fine man of God went to the far off land of Africa.  He took with him his wife and two children.  He went to a land where he was the only doctor for more than 100,000 people. 
Yet he stayed with it - preaching the gospel - taking care of the sick - often doing so under very trying circumstances.
He said, “I feel this is where God wants me to be.” One day he took his Bible and wrote in it one single word. It was the word, “PEACE.” That is the only word which he wrote.
This may surprise you but Dr. Carlson wrote that word shortly after he was captured by some revolutionaries - shortly after he had been put away behind barbed wire in a jail. 
It was there in that jail cell that Dr. Carlson wrote this one word in his Bible - the word, “PEACE.”  Sometime later Dr. Carlson was shot and killed.  All in all this Christian missionary went to Africa in 1963.  He was killed on November 25, 1964.  Not very long, was it?
Think of all the years which he spent in college then all the years which he spent in medical school then how about his years as an intern and then to be in Africa for such a short period of time!
You say, “Pastor, that looks like a total waste to me.” No, my friend, it was not a waste because this man found something in Africa which most people never ever experience - something which he enjoyed for two full years and that was peace of heart and peace of mind by being in the center of God’s will for his life!
I say again: there is a sweeter calling - a more peaceful calling - that the call of the world!

Reason #3 - write down, there is a purer calling than the call of the world - a purer calling which leaves a person cleaner and happier and wiser than the call of this sinful world!
I do not understand how this world thinks! Hollywood put together a two night mini-series on what it called “Hollywood’s most remarkable living legend.” The Elizabeth Taylor story!
The advertisement said, “How one remarkable woman loved her men, stood up to Hollywood, and conquered her own inner demons.” 
All of that makes Elizabeth Taylor sound like a woman to be envied but yet the same advertisement talked about her addictions and her marriages - of how that she had troubles with narcotics and booze and even food - then how about her marriages? eight marriages in all! a life which is constantly in turmoil!
Forgive me if I sound mean, but I wouldn’t wish that kind of life on even my worst enemy, would you? and yet the world calls that a success! no wonder that our world is in such a mess!
Something is terribly wrong with the call of  this world but the worst part of all is that the call of this world is ROOTED - is PLANTED DEEP WITHIN THE HEART OF EVERY SINGLE ONE OF US - the call to live like the world - the call to think like the world - the call to behave and dress and talk like the world until the world eventually controls everything which we do!
What we need instead is a purer calling! We need a calling which will draw us away from worldly compromise - from just giving in and going along with the crowd!  The Bible says, Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly...nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law doth He meditate day and night!” No compromising on standards or morality but just doing what is right! 
The great preacher, Vance Havner, described some boys who were marching in a parade!  All of the little boys were in perfect step except for one little boy who was always out of step with the other boys!
At long last one of the directors went to the boy. To his surprise the director found that this young boy had a little radio under his coat - that he was actually marching to the music of a thousand miles away!
So it ought to be with the Christian in real life! We ought to be out there marching - after all, we are still IN the world - but yet we ought to be marching out of step with the music of this world - out of step with the philosophy and the behavior and the standards of this world because we are instead marching to the music of another world - the music of a far off place called heaven!
So, dear Christian, put on the whole armor of God and STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS, THE STRIFE WILL NOT BE LONG!
Then again, this purer calling will draw us away from worldly sin! From scarring your life and ruining your life with the sins of this present day!
The Bible tells us of how that sin ruined Lot’s entire family including his wife, his children his sons-in-law, even his grandchildren as well - of how that sin hurt King David and King Solomon and so many others and the awful truth is that what sin did to them, sin can also do to you as well!
Then, third, this purer calling will draw us away from worldly priorities!  Someone said, “Pastor, I would be a great help in the Lord’s work except my schedule is full of too many important things.”
I opened my Bible to the book of Matthew chapter 6 and read to them the verse where Jesus said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”  Jesus said, “Seek ye first,” because as far as Jesus is concerned you have no right to seek anything else until you have sought first the kingdom of God and His righteousness! So don’t waste your life chasing after those things which don’t really matter!
You have heard of D. L. Moody, the great preacher of years ago.  One night the service began without Moody on the platform.  Moody had his music director, Mr. Sankey, to explain his absence to the people. Sankey said, “Mr. Moody will come onto the platform looking different than you have ever seen him in the preaching hour.”
When the singing was finished Moody came into the auditorium. He walked in with a tremendous pack strapped across his shoulder. He walked slowly across the platform, turned, and walked back.
Moody asked the people, “Do you think I could preach like Jesus wants me to preach with this load on my back? But I want you to know that my pack is made up of many fine things.  There is no whiskey bottle nor a pair of gambling dice. It is instead made up of clothing and many other harmless things. 
“Likewise, some of you are trying to serve Jesus while you carry a lot of ‘weights’ on your back.  But Jesus said, though, that you must be separated from the world.  Sometimes you must leave some otherwise harmless things alone because there is something more important to do and that is to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness!”
As Jesus said, “COME AND FOLLOW ME! Come and leave your nets - come and leave your occupations - leave even your ambitions and come and follow Me!” and the Bible says that those fishermen immediately left their ship and their father and they followed Jesus into such a beautiful life that they are still influencing people like you and me some 2,000 years later!
The poet said:

God’s Hall of Fame

Your name may not appear down here

In this world’s Hall of Fame;

In fact, you may be so unknown,

That no one knows your name.

The Oscars here may pass you by,

And neon lights of blue;

But if you love and serve the Lord,

Then I have news for you!

This Hall of Fame is only good

As long as time shall be;

But keep in mind, God’s Hall of Fame

Is for eternity!

To have your name inscribed up there

Is greater yes, by far,

Than all the Halls of fame down here

And every man made star.

This crowd on earth they soon forget

The heroes of the past.

They cheer like mad until you fall,

And that’s how long you last.

But God, He never does forget,

And in His Hall of Fame,

By just believing in His Son,

Inscribed you’ll find your name.

I tell you, friend, I wouldn’t trade

My name, however, small,

That’s written there beyond the stars

In that celestial hall

For every name on earth

Or glory that they share:

I’d rather be an unknown here,

And have my name up there!     Walt Huntley


And so Jesus says to you, COME AND FOLLOW ME.  Now what do you intend to do?

