                   GOD’S ANSWER FOR OUR GOLDEN YEARS

A soldier was given a furlough before being sent to the front lines of battle. This soldier decided to spend some time with his grandfather. It seemed that his grandfather was an invalid who was now being afflicted by some new disease. 
It was a very good visit for both of them. The grandfather and the grandson were both Christians so they were able to have a good time discussing the Word of God.
It finally came time for the grandson to leave. His face turned somber as he thought about being sent to the front lines of battle. He said, “Grandpa, pray for me that I will have the courage to die.”
The old man looked up through eyes which were full of pain. He then said just as somberly, “I will, my son, and please pray for me that I will have the courage to live.”
Old age brings many challenges with it: challenges like weakness of the body, what to do with the old house, more and more visits to the doctor, how to make it on a limited income, the deaths of so many good friends, not to mention the aches and the pains which now seem to never go away!
Yet in spite of all of that the grandfather said, “I will, my son, and please pray for me that I will have the courage to live!”
Courage to not merely face tomorrow but also courage to face today!
You say, “Pastor, where, though, does an older person get that courage?  Pastor, what is there that can still motivate an older person, can still keep him pushing on despite of all the problems which come with increasing age? Pastor, can my older years truly be my golden years?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.
The title of this message is GOD’S ANSWER FOR OUR GOLDEN YEARS.  My text is taken from Luke 2:25-35 and II Corinthians 4:16 (NKJV).
And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.”  And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.  Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.
One of the most puzzling questions of all time is the question, “AT WHAT AGE DO WE BECOME OLD?” When I was ten years old I thought that people became old at the age of 20 but when I became twenty I thought that people became old at the age of 30 but then when I became 30 I thought that people became old at the age of 40 and now that I am 40...well, to be honest with you I no longer know the age at which old age begins!
Someone has suggested that there is a simple five point test which will reveal if we are getting old. 
Question #1 - do you find it more difficult to remember events of the past 24 hours? That is known as our immediate recall. What is your answer?
Question #2 - do you require more time to execute physical and mental tasks?
Then again, do you tend to resist new ideas? At work, at home, even at church?
Then fourth, do you see fewer goals ahead worth striving for than you once did? Good question, isn’t it?
Last, do you spend more and more time dwelling in the past?
The writer concluded by saying that if you answer yes to all five of those questions then it is a fairly good sign that you are now growing old. 
Someone has suggested rather humorously, “You know you’re getting older when you quit smiling and yet you’re still smiling; or when you sit down in the rocking chair and you can’t get it going; or when there’s too much room in the house and not enough room in the medicine cabinet; or when your knees buckle and your belt won’t; or when your back goes out more than you do. Hey, you’re really getting old when your pacemaker raises the garage door when a pretty girl goes by.”
As one older person prayed, “Dear Lord, help me to keep up my jogging. Lord, help me to keep up my Nautilus workouts. Lord, help me to keep up the aerobics. Lord, help me to keep working on the Nordic track. Dear Lord, please help me UP!”
The truth is that none of us can stop the aging process.  The wrinkles will come, the arthritis will come, the gray hair and maybe even no hair will come, but one point on which all of us can agree is that though our outward man will indeed perish yet our inward man - our innermost spirit - can still be renewed and revived and reenergized day after day!
The great General, Douglas MacArthur, said it like this. On his 75th birthday he said, “Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. People grow old only be deserting their ideals. Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interest wrinkles the soul.  Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair...these are the long, long years that bow the head and turn the growing spirit back to dust. You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; as young as your self-confidence, as old as your fear; as young as your hope, as old as your despair.”
So, dear brethren, do not pray for courage to die but rather pray for courage to live!
The truth is that all of us are growing older! It does not matter whether you are older than me or even younger than me because all of us are now seeing the signs of age and all of us need to know how to make the most of life in spite of our ever increasing age!
That brings us to this very simple outline - to how you can turn your older years into your golden years! to how you can act more like Christ and think more like Christ and talk more like Christ  in your golden years than you do today!
#1 - seek purity of heart.  

The Bible gives us the story of many senior adults but probably none of them teach us more about our golden years than this great man of God named Simeon! 
If tradition is correct then Simeon was no spring flower but rather he was somewhere in the area of 113 years of age! Imagine living to be that age! Tradition tells us that Simeon may have been the son of a very famous rabbi by the name of Hillel. He may also have been the father of the famous Gamaliel in the book of Acts! 
I have no way of knowing how much of that is true but the writer Luke seems to present Simeon as a man of great age, a man whose hair turned white many years before, but yet he is a man who is still going strong and his very first strength is his purity of heart!
The Bible says in vs 25, “And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this same man was just and devout...righteous and reverent...no hypocrisy toward either man or God but a man who was thoroughly possessed with purity of heart!
I will never forget what my father told me so many years ago. At that time I was very young in the ministry. Dad had been pastoring for almost thirty years. During that time Dad had fought quite a few battles...taken on quite a few sacred cows...gone through quite a few arguments in straightening out some of our churches.
One day my father looked at me and made a statement which I have never forgotten. He said, “Tom, do your best to keep a soft heart for as long as you can.”  He emphasized this idea of keeping a soft heart so that you can deal with everyone fairly and honestly and straightforward no matter whether it is your best friend or even your worst enemy!
You say, “Pastor, why would anyone, including even a pastor, say something like that?” My friend, it is because life is not easy! There will be times when you will get banged around some by your neighbors and by your family and by your co-workers and even by your brothers and sisters in Christ and it will not be easy to deal with people fairly and honestly and straightforward - WITH PURITY OF HEART!
Yet here comes Simeon - maybe 113 years old and the Bible says that he is righteous in his dealings with man and reverent in his dealings with God - always the same with the children...always the same with the neighbors...always the same with the critics...because though his outward man is perishing yet the inward man is being renewed day by day!
WHAT A BLESSING TO BE AROUND THIS MAN AND HOW MUCH I WANT TO BE LIKE HIM!
 I don’t want to end life bitter at certain people like some do.  I don’t want to end life hardhearted at others!  I don’t want to end life as the biggest critic in town but rather I want to be a man who has a pure heart toward all men everywhere!
But none of this takes place by accident! There was once a young lady who strayed away from the church. It was not long until she became very worldly and brought much sorrow to her parents. But one night she attended a party and she met someone there who changed her life!
This young lady was totally overwhelmed by an old lady at this party. This old lady had a beauty of character that won the admiration of everyone in the room. It was plain that this old lady had aged with grace and, quite honestly, she was in a class of her own!
The young lady told her friend, “Oh, what a beautiful old lady! I hope I shall be like her when I reach her age! Such a beautiful lady!”
The friend said, “Ah, you may be like her if you wish but if you would paint such a picture as that in the by and by then you must begin mixing the colors now.”
No, none of it comes easy yet even so here comes Simeon into the temple - 113 years of age - a man who has turned his older years into his golden years because he is still seeking purity of heart - purity not only in his dealings with God but also purity in his dealings with man!
#2 - seek the coming of the Lord.
The Bible says in verse 25 that Simeon was waiting patiently and eagerly for the consolation of Israel - for the coming of the Messiah and the fulfillment of all of the Old Testament prophecies.
There is an old traditional Jewish prayer which is still prayed in our present day: “Lord, may I see the consolation of Israel.”
For years Simeon had probably prayed that very prayer: “Lord, let me live long enough to see the coming of the Messiah - that one who will encourage Israel by delivering Israel from its enemies!”
This may surprise you but Simeon was looking forward to the Lord’s first coming just as much as we are now looking forward to the Lord’s second coming!
Someone asked the question if Simeon believed in a pretribulational rapture or a midtribulational rapture or maybe even a posttribulational rapture. My friend, the truth is that Simeon probably had a very poor understanding when it came to prophecy but the one truth which Simeon did understand was that everything would be made right when Messiah finally came!
I do not know for certain but Simeon’s favorite verse was probably Isaiah chapter 9 and vs 6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called WONDERFUL, COUNSELOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.  Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom to order it. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”
With great zeal Simeon was looking forward to the coming of the Messiah! 
I can picture Simeon as he would kneel by his bed at night. Simeon would bow his head and pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.”
Simeon would then pause, his eyes would fill up with tears, then with deep emotion he would pray, “Father, Thy kingdom come - THY KINGDOM COME SO THAT THY WILL MIGHT FINALLY BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS NOW DONE IN HEAVEN.”
In the morning he would pray, Thy kingdom come.  In the noontime he would pray, Thy kingdom come.  In the evening he would pray, Thy Kingdom come and when it came time to go to bed he would once again pray, “Lord, Thy kingdom come and Lord, Thy kingdom can never come until the King also comes so Lord, I pray thee: Let me live till my eyes shall see the King! The Christ, the anointed one of God!”

Here was a man who was old enough to die but yet a man who was not yet ready to die because the King had not yet come! AND, OH, HOW HE WANTED TO SEE THE KING!
A Welsh evangelist of many years ago described it like this. He said, “It was Christmas time. John, the oldest brother, was coming home from London by the midnight train. The younger brothers and sisters were in ecstasy - they wanted to see John with all of their heart.
Finally it came time for them to go to bed. The little children said, “Pray, Father, let us stay up to welcome John home.” The Father said, “No, my little ones. It will be too long for you to wait. You must go to rest. You shall see John in the morning but not now.”
So it was in the days of the Old Testament as well. The ancient prophets were wanting to stay up, were wanting to welcome the King of Kings into the world but one by one the Father sent them to the cold bed of the grave because they needed to go to rest.
David cried in the Psalms, “Father, let me see the horn of salvation of which I sang so well,” but the Father said, “No, my child, you must go to rest.”
Likewise, Job pleaded, “Father, let me see my living Redeemer,” but the Father said, “No, my child, you must go to rest. You will see Him when you awaken in the morning.
Then along comes Malachi and he prays, “Father, I am the last of them all. I ask you to let me see the Son of Righteousness of whom I sang so sweetly.” But the Father says, “No, my son, you, too, must go to rest. 400 years is too long for you to wait.”

But then along comes a 113 year old, bald-headed man by the name of Simeon - this man gets down on his knees and he prays, “Father, according to the calendar of the prophet Daniel the old gospel train is nearly into the station. Father, I ask you to let me stay up till midnight to see the consolation of Israel.”
Sure enough the Father smiles and says, “Yes, my child, your request is indeed granted. You may stay up until midnight - you may see the King who is also the consolation of Israel.”
You say, “Pastor, what then should I myself do in the morning?  In the noontime?  In the evening?”  My friend, the answer is, “Since ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not upon things of the earth!”
Whatever you do, seek the coming of the Lord and the coming of the Lord’s kingdom! Pray for the kingdom! Work for the kingdom! Give for the kingdom! Witness for the kingdom! Yearn for the Kingdom! Because no matter what you think, it simply won’t be long until the King comes again!
Sometimes I can almost hear the chariots rumble, can’t you? I can see the marching throng, The flurry of God’s trumpet spells the end of sin and wrong, Regal robes are now unfolding, Heaven’s grandstand all in place! Heaven’s choir is now assembled, starts to sing amazing grace! 

Oh, the King is coming, the King is coming!

I just heard the trumpet sounding, and now His face I see!

Oh, the King is coming, the King is coming,

AND PRAISE GOD! HE’S COMING FOR ME!

Well, thank God, He’s coming again, amen? And you need to be seeking the Lord’s second Coming just as much as Simeon was seeking His first coming! 

Let me stir your faith some more - another way that you can turn your older years into your golden years. Now grab hold of this! 
#3 - seek to finish the race.

Seek to finish your task in life -your responsibility to God and to others!  Don’t sit down and wait to die but rather seek to finish the race!
We have a 92 year old woman in the First Baptist Church of Worthington by the name of Mae Parsons. When you think of a 92 year old woman you typically think of a woman who is not able to do much but that is not so for Mae Parsons.
You may not believe this but Mae Parsons took her first roller coaster ride when she was almost 90 years of age! She took another roller coaster ride when she was 91 years of age!
But Mae Parsons was still not satisfied. Here she was 92 years of age and making plans to go up in a hot air balloon sometime during the next summer!
92 years old...excuse me, because she was not really 92 years old; no, she was 92 years young because she was still making plans for the future...was still stirring herself and pushing herself to move on despite what her age happened to be!
In many ways Mae Parsons is like this senior adult named Simeon. We read about his spiritual purity, about his spiritual priorities, along with his spiritual power (the Bible says the Holy Ghost was upon him) plus his spiritual wisdom (the Bible says it was revealed to him by the Holy Ghost) but most important of all we read about his spiritual persistence - still coming to the temple at the age of 113 because he was convinced that he should not see death until he had first seen the Christ, the Anointed One of God!
I suppose you would have seen Simeon everyday in the temple praising God...teaching the Word of God...reminding the people that the Messiah would soon come and that he himself would get to see the Lord’s Christ before he died!
There is something which bothers me about so many of our senior adults across this land. It is this idea that as soon as I reach a certain age - maybe 55 or 60 or 62 or even 65 - that I can retire from the Lord’s work and do my own thing.
They say, “I’ll lay aside the Bible. I’ll stop praying. I’ll stop witnessing. I’ll stop going to church. I’ll stop getting involved.”
Dear brethren, with all due respect to our seniors, I want you to know that this kind of attitude will ruin your life! It will cause you to dry up like an old prune.  It will rob you of the greatest joy of old age and that is the joy of having your older years become your golden years!
I feel that I must share this with you. I grew up in an old-time church where people would shout, would walk up and down the aisles, would wave their handkerchiefs and their Bibles when they got happy!  And, boy, did they get happy!
One of those who shouted the most had to eventually move out west. A number of years passed. By and by one of our church members paid her a visit. The church member asked her how she liked her new church.  She said, “Oh, I don’t go to church anymore. I gave up the church a long time ago. I haven’t been to church in years.”
No more joy...no more shouting...no more hope...no more answered prayers...no more telling people about Jesus...no more seeing people get saved...no, none of that because she had stopped running the race - had stopped doing what God had called her to do!
Yet if Simeon stops at the age of 65 he will never see the Christ, and what a loss that would be!  If Abraham stops at the age of 65 he will never become the father of the Jewish nation!  If Caleb stops at the age of 65 he will never conquer that mountain which the Lord had given him and his family!  If Moses stops at the age of 65 he will never deliver Israel from the land of Egypt and on and on the list goes of people who turned their older years into their golden years by still seeking to finish the race! 

You have heard of Dr. R. G. Lee who pastored the First Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He eventually reached an age where he could no longer handle the strain of everyday pastoring! But even so, he never stopped preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
There was a great celebration for his 84th birthday. A friend asked him, “Are you going to keep on preaching?” 
Dr. R. G. Lee said, “Why not? I am physically able, mentally sound, spiritually desirous, and in love with Jesus. Why not keep on preaching as I have done for these 62 years?”
Ah, dear brethren, whatever you do, never retire on God but rather use your retirement for God! Then when the end comes you will be able to say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, henceforth, there is laid up for a me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day, and not to me only but also to all of them who love His appearing.” YES, LORD, I HAVE TRULY FINISHED THE WORK WHICH YOU HAVE CALLED ME TO DO!”
113 years old...yet now enjoying the greatest moment of his entire life.
I can see Simeon as he holds the baby in his arms...someone walks by and asks, “Simeon, is the Christian life really worth it? Is it really worth all the aches and the pains that come with serving the Lord?”
Simeon looks up toward heaven...a heavenly glow seems to come over his face and he says,

When the last feeble step has been taken,

And the gates of that glory appear,

And the beautiful songs of the angels

Float out on my listening ear.

When all that now seems so mysterious

Will be bright and as clear as the day.

And the toils of the road will seem nothing,

When I get to the end of the way.

And the toils of the road will seem nothing,

When I get to the end of the way.

“Now, Lord, let thy servant depart in peace. My work on earth is now done.”
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