GOD’S ANSWER FOR HIS GREATEST CRITICS

All of us were probably taught RULE #1 OF LIFE at a very early age: the rule which says that a person ought to know what he is talking about before he speaks his mind.
Well, if you are like most people then there have probably been times when you wish that you had done just exactly that - times when you wish that you had gotten your facts straight before you made a first-class fool out of yourself!
So it was with one man who considered himself to be something of an art critic.  According to this man his only fault was that he was near-sighted - in other words, he could not see very far in front of him.
One day this man decided to take some friends to the area art gallery and show off his vast knowledge of art.  This man remembered to take everything except his glasses.  But he was so certain of his own ability that he decided to proceed with the tour.
For one solid hour this man told his friends what was right and what was wrong with every painting in that building.  Near the end of the tour this near-sighted art critic stood  before a large frame and made his most critical comments of all.  One by one he pointed out the many flaws which the artist had made.  
He said, “The frame is altogether out of keeping with the subject.  As for the subject itself it is altogether too homely; in fact, it is too ugly to ever make a good painting.  I hate to say it but it was a great mistake for any artist to choose so homely a subject if he expected this painting to be a masterpiece.”
One of his friends interrupted him and said, “Excuse me. I hate to be the one to tell you this but you are looking in a mirror - looking in a mirror at none other than yourself!”
So it is that every critic ought to know what he is talking about before he speaks his mind, amen?
You say, “Pastor, what, though, about the greatest critics of all?  Pastor, what, though, about those critics who are not afraid to ridicule the Bible - not afraid to ridicule the old-time religion?  Pastor, what, though, about  the worst critics of all?”
My friend, the answer is to be found in none other than the inspired, inerrant Word of God.
The title of this message is GOD’S ANSWER FOR HIS GREATEST CRITICS.  My text is Psalm 2.  


“Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 
“Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.”  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision.
Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:  “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.” “I will declare the decree:  The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You
The nations for Your inheritance,  And the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” Now therefore, be wise, O kings;  Be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, And rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. (NKJV)
Underline in vs 4 the phrase, He who sits in the heavens shall laugh - shall laugh at His critics.
Any Bible scholar can tell you that Christianity is no stranger to criticism.  The Bible tells us that Jesus had His critics, that Paul had his critics, that Peter and John had their critics, that even we will have our own critics as well!
The Bible even goes so far as to say this: “Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you” - when all men shall approve of you because if you take the position of the Bible then it will not be long until the devil’s crowd becomes your greatest critics and your greatest enemies instead of your greatest boosters and your greatest friends!
We now live in an age when Christianity seems to have more critics than ever before.  Today we have people who openly criticize the doctrine of creation, people who criticize the doctrine of inspiration along with the doctrine of the incarnation, as well as regeneration and justification and sanctification and glorification and even the soon to come revelation of Jesus Christ back to the earth!
Not long ago a critic wrote a letter to one of the largest Baptist churches in this country.  This critic stated that he was a member of the Methodist Church but I dare say that most Methodists would be ashamed of this particular letter.
This man attended a Sunday night service of this very evangelistic Baptist church and he did not like what he saw!  He wrote a letter to the church’s pastor and he said, “I am a good Methodist Christian.  I would like to offer some general objections to the Baptist church.  First, the incessant preaching of hell and damnation.  I consider it unnecessary scolding to Christians that only scares the unintelligent into temporary frenzy.  And many responding to your invitations to become saved are doing so in this state of mind.
“Secondly, I feel that when a Christian leaves church, he should carry with him a new piece of knowledge, learn something that he did not know before.  
“You Baptists don’t learn much in church.  You just become rescared on Sunday.  When I have visited Baptist churches I have never learned any new thoughts, just the same old scolding.  
“Would you be able to give biblical references to show that Christ ever raised His voice in any degree like I hear displayed in Baptist churches?”
Well, all I can say is that maybe this critic needs to read about Jesus cleansing the temple, amen?  I do not believe Jesus did that work quietly, do you?
But the letter goes on. “Thirdly, you overstep your bounds when you suggested that an unsaved person can save his marriage by becoming saved.  You might try talking to people in private, but to ask one to be saved for the purpose of saving a marriage in front of a congregation, that is absurd.”
I don’t know how you think but a good dose of Holy Spirit salvation can save any marriage, amen?
He went on to say, “All I ever hear in Baptist churches is ‘SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY NIGHT.”
Well, praise the Lord, that is exactly what he would hear at First Baptist because we still believe in serving the Lord on Sunday night and Wednesday night!
The critic closed his letter by saying, “I’d like to congratulate you on not giving anyone a chance to fall asleep.  I hope I was paying close enough attention that I have interpreted your service correctly and have not suffered any misunderstandings.”
The pastor responded to this man’s criticism with a letter of his own, a letter informing the man that his problem was far bigger than he realized because his problem was with the Bible, his problem was with God rather than with the Baptist church.  
I do not know for certain how that pastor finished his letter but let me suggest something which would have been quite appropriate.  The Bible says in Psalm 2, “The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.”  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision - in scorn.”
That brings us to this rather simple outline - to God’s answer for His greatest critics.  
Question #1 - Is there a God?  
Is there somewhere in this universe a Being who rightfully deserves to be called by the divine title of God?  In all honesty, is there a God?
I do not know about you but it seems to me as if this question borders on the very edge of blasphemy because who in their right man can even doubt the existence of God? the existence of an infinite Being and Creator?
Yet even so the critic asks that very question in our classrooms and in our newspapers and in our communities - the very bold question: “IS THERE TRULY A GOD?”
Surely such a man would have to be a fool but, come to think of it, that is exactly what God called the atheist, didn’t he?  The great God of heaven laughed at the willful ignorance of the atheist and he said, “The fool has said in his heart that there is no God.”
The story is told of how that one night when the stars were shining so very brightly that Napoleon decided to take a walk.  The great general happened across a number of soldiers who were mocking the existence of God.
Napoleon waved his hands toward the stars of heaven, and said, “Gentlemen, I suggest that you get rid of those first!”
No wonder the Bible says, “The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His handiwork.”  
As Napoleon said you must first get rid of the stars before you can ever question the existence of God!
I like the way the little boy said it.  One Sunday Morning this little fellow was riding on a shuttle train into the great city of Philadelphia.  A professor from a nearby seminary sat alongside him - a seminary which was known both far and wide for its criticism of the Bible.
The professor noticed that this young fellow was reading his Sunday School lesson.  The professor asked, “My boy, do you go to Sunday School?”  The little fellow said, “Yes, sir, I do.”
The professor decided to have some fun with this ignorant lad.  He said, “Tell me, my boy, where God is and I will give you an apple.”
The boy looked up from his Bible and said, “Mister, I don’t know who you are but I will give you a whole barrel of apples if you will tell me where God is not!”
My friend, about the only place where God is not is in the heart of the atheist, amen?  For the Psalmist said, “If I ascend up into heaven Thou art there.  If I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there.  Even there shall Thy hand lead me and Thy right hand shall hold me.”
The evidence is so clear that even the simpleton can see the handiwork of God all around him.  He can see it in the beauty of Niagara Falls, he can see it in the complexities of the universe, in the consistency of the laws of nature, in even the greatest computer of all time and that, of course, is the human brain.
But even so the atheist still refuses to believe that there is a God!
One atheist said about himself, “People who are atheists do not want to accept a view like creation because that would imply that we are under God.” 
So the atheist says, “No God for me! No God in my life because I want to live my life independent of God.”
I suppose every pastor has a strange funeral from time to time but even so I believe this funeral would have to be placed at the top of the list.  It was the funeral of a well known Denver atheist.  This atheist made a recording of everything he wanted to have said at his funeral. 
There he was lying in his casket and then suddenly out of nowhere came his voice.  The voice said, “This is my funeral.  I have the utmost contempt for this theological nonsense.  The Bible and religion have done nothing but spread ignorance and impede the progress of the human race.”
On and on the atheist went with his many criticisms. At long last he reached the end of his speech.  He closed his remarks with the simple words, “That’s all.  That’s all,” and the voice suddenly became quiet.
But that wasn’t all, was it?  For the Bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die but after this - BUT AFTER THIS LIFE IS OVER - comes the judgment.”
For the atheist it is not all by any means - for him as well as for all of us there is much more to come.
“And behold, He that sits in the heavens shall laugh - He shall have them in derision.”
So God will indeed answer His most determined critics.


Question #2 - Is there a hell?  

Is there somewhere an actual place of fire and torment and pain and punishment?  a place of suffering which lasts throughout all eternity?  Is there a real, literal hell?

The critic mocks the very concept of hell.  He points out that none of us have ever seen hell for ourselves.  He points out that no loving father or mother could ever send their own son or daughter to such a horrible place.  He points out that no one has ever returned from hell to tell us what hell is actually like and so the critic dismisses the idea of hell as if it were nothing but someone’s imagination!

Some years ago four men were killed and a number of other people were injured when their big airplane crashed in the fog near Washington, D.C.  Just before the plane crashed (evidently the crew knew that they were going to crash) one of the pilots screamed in the radio, “Well, boys, I’ll meet you in hell.”  The last thing which could be heard at the airport was the laughter of this pilot as he mocked the very idea of a devil’s hell.

O THINK OF IT!  Here was a man who mocked the very idea of hell!  A man who laughed at hell in his last dying moments but I am afraid that if the story could be continued for only a few more seconds that suddenly this man’s laughter would stop and it would be replaced by the most horrible screams ever heard by mortal man!

Although I have never personally seen hell, although I have never personally touched hell nor talked with someone who is now in hell what I do have is the word of Him who created hell for the devil and his angels and if Jesus said that hell is for real then I believe with all of my heart that hell is indeed for real. 

Jesus referred to hell as a place of:

1. incredible torment - as a place of unstoppable pain in the book of Luke chapter 16!

2. outer darkness yet still a place of fire in the book of Matthew chapter 25.

3. weeping and gnashing of teeth in the book of Matthew chapter 8.

4. where the worm of a man’s soul never dies and the fire is never once quenched in the book of Mark chapter 9.

5. where the smoke of their torment ascends up both day and night forever and ever in the book of the Revelation chapter 14. 


Let there be no mistake about it: the same Jesus who created heaven with all of its glory is also the same Jesus who created hell with all of its suffering and if Jesus is to be trusted about heaven then He must also be trusted about hell!

But the critic says, “Pastor, you have to be wrong because how can a God of love ever send a single one of His creation to such an awful place?”  

My friend, I hate to disappoint you but I believe that you are asking the wrong question!  The one question which must be answered is not, “How can a God of love send His creation to hell?” but the real question is this: “How can a God of righteousness - how can a God of infinite holiness - ever take a filthy sinner like you and me to His perfect heaven?” 

My friend, that is the real question which the critic must answer and woe be to that critic who fails to get the right answer!

Jesus Himself phrased the question, “O ye generation of vipers, how shall ye escape the damnation of hell?”

Dr. Ironside used to tell of his own childhood - of how that his mother would draw him up to her and talk to him about trusting Christ as his Savior.  He would say to her, “Momma, the boys will laugh at me.”  

His mother would then say, “Harry, always remember this.  The boys may laugh you into hell but they will never laugh you out of hell!”

Dr. Ironside said he never forgot his mother’s words because those words were a constant reminder that it is always God who gets the last word.

One critic, though, insisted on mocking God even after His last breath.  Before he died he prepared this tombstone for his grave.  It said, “There is no God.   Man has no soul.  Life ends forever at death.  The human race has advanced, not on account of the church, but in spite of it.  Civilization is due to science and not to Christianity. 

“Does a Catholic priest or preacher realize how unnecessary they are on earth?  I hope there is a hell for all of those hellfire preachers.”

You talking about a determined critic!  So he lived and so he also died!

“But, behold, He that sits in the heavens shall laugh; He shall have them in derision.” 

So God will indeed answer His most determined critics.

Question #3 - IS THERE A NEED FOR THE BLOOD?  

Is there truly a need for that old-time religion called the cross of Calvary  because if there is indeed such a need then the critics are in very serious trouble!

They tell about one such infidel who went into one of the great cathedrals of Europe.  This critic sat there and listened very closely to the beautiful music of the choir.  The choir sang the hymn, “Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”

This infidel loved music.  Despite his unbelief he found himself deeply touched by the gospel song.  

When the service was finished this infidel rushed outside.  As he passed through the door one of the ushers heard him saying to himself, “O God, what if it is really true? O God, what if I really do need the blood to cleanse me from my sin?”

You see, even the critic knows that if the old-time religion is correct then he is totally unprepared to meet God.  That is why he doesn’t like the song, 

There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains!


The great Spurgeon of England said, “Nothing puts life into men like a dying Savior.  To deny the great doctrine of atonement by the blood of Jesus Christ is to hamstring the gospel and cut the throat of Christianity.”

A popular Bible teacher was invited to a large church in Chicago.  This preacher chose to speak on the one subject which was the dearest to his heart, “The blood of Jesus Christ.”

After the service the pastor came to him and said, “I want you to know that we do not believe in that bloody religion around here.  There wasn’t enough blood in Christ’s veins to save even one man let alone the entire world.”

The Bible teacher replied, “What you have failed to see is that it is not quantity but rather quality which counts!” 

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things like silver and gold but rather with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot!”

The book of the Revelation tells us, “These are they who came out of the Great Tribulation, who have washed their robes and made them white in the precious blood of the Lamb.”

You see, it is not your education which counts with God nor is it your stocks and bonds nor is it your popularity with man either but rather it is, “When I, the Lord, see the blood - when I see your heart covered with the blood of Calvary’s Lamb - I will then pass over you in judgment!”

You say, “Pastor, considering all the damage that the critic has done - considering all the insults that he has made - Pastor, is there any hope left for the critic?”

My friend, believe it or not, the God whom we serve has left room at the cross for even the critic - for even a sinner like him!

An earnest, Bible-reading Christian found himself under attack from a very bold critic.  The critic said, “I do not understand nor do I believe that the blood of Jesus Christ can wash away my sin. As far as I am concerned that kind of preaching is nothing but foolishness.”

The Christian did not become upset in the least.  He said, “I am glad to see that you and the Apostle Paul agree on at least one thing.”

The critic was surprised.  He said, “What do you mean?”

The Christian said, “Your agreement can be found in the book of I Corinthians chapter 1 and vs 18.  It is the verse which says, ‘For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness but to us who are saved it is the power of God.’”

The infidel said nothing further.  He bowed his head and walked away.  He then went home and took a book from his library which he had sworn never to read again: a book called the Bible. The critic opened the book and found it to be God’s power unto eternal salvation.  

The next Sunday he walked down the aisle at church and confessed Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior.  All of this because the critic had learned that regardless of what man may say, “The scriptures can never be broken.”

The poet said:

Last eve I paused beside the blacksmith’s door,

And heard the anvil ring the vespers chime;

Then looking in, I saw upon the floor

Old hammers worn with beating years of time.

“How many anvils have you had,” said I,

“To wear and batter all these hammers so?”

“Just one,” said he, and then with twinkling eye,

“The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.”

“And so,” I thought, “the Anvil of God’s Word

For ages skeptic blows have beat upon,

Yet, though, the noise of falling blows was heard

The Anvil is unharmed, the hammers gone.


So, dear Christian, fear not.  Regardless of what the critics may say, the Bible will always - always - have the answer!
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