GOD’S ANSWER FOR EVERY 
HOME IN AMERICA

One night a man by the name of John Howard Payne staggered down the streets of Paris, France.  Darkness had fallen across the city.  Rain was beating against his face. 
Suddenly a door opened to one of the nearby houses. Mr. Payne’s attention was drawn to a happy man standing in the doorway.  The man was holding a laughing child in his arms. His wife was holding a beautiful new baby.
Suddenly the door closed. But as it did so John Howard Payne looked across the Atlantic Ocean to another home -
to the home where he could recall the words of his own precious father - where he could recall the smile of his own sweet mother.  
John Howard Payne then opened his mouth and
 began to sing about a place called home.  
By and by John Howard Payne died.  Some thirty years later the body of John Howard Payne was brought back to 
Washington D.C. where it was carried in a processional down Pennsylvania Avenue. All of the city’s important people were there including the President, the Vice-President, the President’s Cabinet, as well as the Congress.

And all of this because 
 Payne had written a very simple song which now touched the hearts of people everywhere. 
It was the beautiful song, 

 ‘Mid pleasures and palaces tho we may roam,

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.

A charm from the skies seems to hallow us there,

Which seek thro’ the world is ne’er met with elsewhere.
Those words are from the song, HOME SWEET HOME.

You say, “Pastor, is there a way to make that home a reality for me?  Is there a way to build a home which will survive every test?  A home which will survive every storm?  Every problem of life?”
The answer is to be found in the inspired, inerrant Word of God!
The title of this message is God’s Answer For Every Home In America.  My text is found in John 2:1-11 (HCSB).  


On the third day a wedding took place in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and 
 Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding as well. When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother told Him, “They don’t have any wine.” 
  “What has this concern of yours to do with Me, woman?” Jesus asked. “My hour has not yet come.” 
 “Do whatever He tells you,” His mother told the servants.  Now six stone water jars had been set there for Jewish purification. Each contained 20 or 30 gallons. 
 “Fill the jars with water,” Jesus told them. So they filled them to the brim.  Then He said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the chief servant.” And they did. 
  When the chief servant tasted the water (after it had become wine), he did not know where it came from—though the servants who had drawn the water knew. He called the groom and told him,
  “Everybody sets out the fine wine first, then, after people have drunk freely, the inferior. But you have kept the fine wine until now.” 
  Jesus performed this first sign in Cana of Galilee. He displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 

Let me add one more verse.  
Psalm 127:1 says, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”  



How many of you want a better home than you now have?  Then let’s talk about it.  














1. 
2. 
3. 
The good news is God wants me to have a home which can truthfully be called home sweet home!  Here is what God wants us to know.  
Advice #1 - To build a home, sweet home there must first be a person to hold my home together!
There must be a Person who understands the 
art of marriage because marriage is indeed an art!  There must be a Person who understands the 
complicated people involved and that includes you and me both.  There must also be a Person who understands the ch
allenges of the future - of the days ahead!
As far as I know the only Person who can do all of this is the Lord Jesus Christ.  



A radio preacher said it like this: “It is control which makes a fine choir. It is control which makes a beautiful picture or masterpiece.  It is control which makes a building.” Over and over again the preacher emphasized this idea of control!
So it has to be in our own home as well! Someone has to be in control of our marriage,  of our children, of our finances, of our planning, of everything which we do and this Person has to be the only person who will never make a single mistake - the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let me remind you again of what we read only a few moments ago. The Bible says, “Except the Lord - the Lord Jesus Christ - build the house they labor in vain that build it!” 
The Bible tells us in the book of Matthew chapter 7 about two men who each built a home.  



One of these men decided his home could make it without Jesus! 
·  The Bible pictures this man building his house upon th sand - in other words, he built his house upon his own ideas and his own philosophy!

I am certain this man built a very impressive home!  His home was probably one of the most expensive homes in the entire neighborhood!
  But even so the Bible says that one day a storm came.  One day testing time came
.  The rain descended.  The wind blew.  The flood came.  The storm beat upon that home with all of its fury and the Bible says this home eventually fell and great was the fall of it! 


But the Bible says the second man put Jesus in total charge of his home!  T

his man built his home upon the rock of the Lord Jesus Christ!
  Sure enough, the same storm came against his home!

No matter who you are, you can rest assured that even your home will eventually be tested!

The rain descended.   The wind blew.  The flood came.  The storm beat upon this home but even so the Bible says this home remained firm and steady - it refused to fall because this home was being controlled by the rock, by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself!

You talking about a beautiful story but yet also such a sad story
.  The first home fell because Christ was left out of the home, 
but the second home stood because it had invited Christ to come and live in that home!
· Now listen: if you want to build a home which will last then you must put Christ in total control of your home!  I
n total control of every decision - of every activity - of every area of your entire home!

Always remember this:  The success in chapter 2 actually begins in vs 2 with this simple idea that Christ was invited or called to the marriage!


I remember the Saturday that Ruth Ellen and I got married. 
The two of us left that night for our new home in Chattanooga, Tennessee where I could begin my pastoral training at Tennessee Temple University. We stopped that first evening in Morehead, Kentucky. 
Ruth Ellen and I unpacked the car.  We went into the motel room; the first thing we did was get down upon our knees and invite Jesus Christ to come into our marriage!
  I want you to know Jesus Christ has been in our marriage ever since that prayer! 
I do not know about your home but through these years we have put Jesus in control of our
  money and so we tithe faithfully to God’s work!  We have put Jesus in control of our 
time and so we are in church on Sunday morning, Sunday night, and even Wednesday night!  We have put Jesus in control of our 
family time and so we took the Bible every night and we had a family altar of Bible study and prayer with our children!  We have put Jesus in control of our 
what we read and what we see and what we do and so there are certain books which we do not read and there are television shows which we do not watch and there are community events which we totally ignore because Jesus has told us we have better things to do with our time!
I want you young people to remember something: just because the preacher prays at your wedding,  just because the preacher asks God to bless your home, does not mean God will automatically do it!


This is something which you must do personally, something which must be done not only by the wife but also by the husband, something which must be done not only on the day of your wedding but also in every day of every year which follows!
I think of a missionary who was working in the land of England. The missionary asked a lady, “Does Queen Victoria - does the queen - ever visit your home?” The woman said, “Oh, yes. Her Majesty, the Queen, comes quite often to visit our home.”
The missionary then wondered if this woman was a Christian. He said, “Does the King of Kings ever visit here?” The woman’s face broke into a big smile. 
She said, 
“No, sir. He doesn’t just visit here!  Praise God, He LIVES HERE ALL THE TIME!  That is why we are so richly blessed.”

I say again: to build a home, sweet home there must first be a Person and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ!
Advice #2 - To build a home, sweet home there must also be a plan to guide my home.  
This plan is revealed to us in the inspired, inerrant Word of God.  

The Bible says in vs 2 that Jesus arrived at the wedding and He quickly came up with a plan to solve this problem. 
The problem was simple.  The symbol of joy and happiness was gone!  

Jesus then said, “If you want to have joy in this home then you must begin by doing just exactly what I say. You must begin by filling the waterpots with water!  Be faithful in following my plan and I will the bring joy to your home!”
Such a simple plan but even so the world has yet to TEAR DOWN A SINGLE HOME WHICH IS TOTALLY SUBMISSIVE TO THE PLAN OF GOD!

First, this plan begins with whom I marry! The Bible is very plain on this because this is where so many troubles begin for God’s people!  
· The Bible says, “Do not be mismatched with unbelievers.  For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness?  Or what fellowship does light have with darkness...Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” 2 Cor 6:14-15 (HCSB)

I recall receiving a letter from a Christian widow.  This lady’s husband was against God until late in his life. She told me in this letter that she did not want to go through that kind of experience again!

Yes, she wanted to get married again but next time she wanted to marry 
 someone with whom she could share her faith - someone with whom she could pray and grow in the Lord!
Second, God has a plan for those ladies who now have an unsaved husband. 
  The Bible says in the book of I Peter chapter 3:  “Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives...your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.”  (NIV)
· 

Not long ago a Hindu woman accepted Lord Jesus Christ as per personal Lord and Savior. This woman was immediately beaten by her unsaved husband. Someone asked her, “What do you do when your husband treats you like that?”
The Christian woman said, “I begin by cooking his food better. When he complains I sweep the floor cleaner. When he speaks unkindly I answer him with kindness. I try to show him I became a better wife when I became a Christian!”

It sounds to me like that woman is following God’s plan!
Then, third, God has a plan to settle controversy in my home.  I know we try to hide from this matter. One preacher told his church, “My wife and I don’t have arguments; we just have loud discussions,” and how true that is!  Do any of us have loud discussions?  
· But read with me what the Bible has to say: “Be not drunk with wine but be filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making melody in your heart unto the Lord.”  (Ephesians 5)
This verse will maintain sanity in your home when the devil comes against you, when something happens which stirs you up , when it is easy for you to say the wrong thing!

It is then you need to find yourself a quiet place – 
to get down upon your knees and pray until the Holy Spirit 
moves you out of the way and moves Himself in!
Remember this: there are times when no man can tame either his tongue or his anger but the Holy Spirit can tame both your tongue and your anger!

So wait on the Holy Spirit to straighten you out 
before you try to straighten out the problem!

Then fourth, God has a plan for the spiritual life of my home. There is an old saying, “The home which prays together stays together.” The Bible says in the book of Deuteronomy chapter 6 that every home should have a daily time of spiritual worship, of reading the Bible and prayer.
One family heard their pastor preach on this very subject.  They told the pastor they were too busy to have a family altar, to take the Bible and read it together and then to pray together. 

The pastor said, “If you knew your child would be sick because of you neglecting the family prayer, if you knew there might be a car wreck because of you neglecting the family prayer, would you then stop what you are doing and have it?”
The parents said, in such a case, they would begin the prayer time at once. The pastor then said, “You would pray about such simple things but you forget you are faced every day with far greater problems than those
:  problems of sin, problems of morality, problems of finances, problems of keeping a home together, problems of raising a child, and yet you say you are too busy. I suggest you are too busy with the wrong things.”
Dear people, whatever you do, do not ever make your family settle for less than God’s best - for less than God wants you to have!
  I say again: there must also be a plan! That plan is revealed to us throughout the Word of God!

Advice #3 - To build a home, sweet home  there must be a purpose which everyone can understand. 
The man needs to understand this purpose and review it daily. The wife needs to understand this purpose and review it daily. Likewise, the children need to be taught this purpose and be made to understand it!

Then once you have established your purpose, never allow anything anywhere to interfere with you accomplishing your purpose!

Listen closely to these words from the great 

Joshua of the Old Testament, “Choose you this day whom you will serve but as for me and my house we will serve the Lord!” 

I imagine Joshua gathered all of his family together. He then held up his Bible and said, “This is our purpose! Beginning today our home will be built around the Bible and the church!  Beginning today our home will serve the Lord and we will not allow anything - anything at all - to come between God and us!”
No wonder then that John chapter 2 ends so well. The story begins with the people inviting Jesus to the wedding. It then ends with the governor saying, “He has saved the best - the very best - until the last!” To put it in plain English, it takes the presence of Christ to enjoy the very best in my home!



A young lady gave her heart to Jesus when she was quite young. Sometime later she married a young man who 
did not care about Christ in any way. Several children were born and the mother taught them to love Jesus.
One day the mother was taken ill with tuberculosis. Just before she died she called her husband to her bedside. She said, “I have tried to be a faithful wife. I hope you will receive Christ as your Savior and raise our little ones so that all of you can someday meet me in heaven.”
A few days later her body was carried to the cemetery. The husband stood near the grave and watched until the last clod of dirt had fallen upon the coffin. 
The father and children then went back to the house. The father gave them a cold supper, tucked them into bed, then sat down in front of the fire to think.
  Soon he heard someone crying. He said, “Johnny, are you hungry?” 
“No, papa.” 
“Johnny, are you thirsty?”
 “No, papa.”
“Well, son, what is the problem then?” 
The little boy broke down and said, “Papa, mama used to get all of us children around her knee and night and read to us about Jesus then put her hands on our heads and pray with us. Papa, you have sent us to bed without our prayers.”
The father said, “I could stand it no longer. I got my children out of bed. I reached up on the shelf and took down my dead wife’s Bible. I read a few verses then knelt beside my children and told God that I would give him my heart - 
 that I wanted Him to take me and use me to train my children so that we could all someday meet my wife in heaven.”
Dear people, as it was with him so it also needs to be with you.
Your home needs Christ
.  It all begins when you personally invite Him to come into your life and into your home!
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