Defining Moments in Ministry

Written by Ken Gosnell

For those of us that have been in ministry for awhile, it can seem that one Sunday runs into the next and that every Sunday becomes like the Sunday before it.  However, as I look back over the landscape of ministry I find that there are some defining moments that have shaped me as a Christian leader. 

As you read these, think about your own defining moments and write about them in your journal. You may also wish to sign in and add one or more of your defining moments as comments to this article.

Defining Moment #1 - The Day that I Embraced my Calling. 
Ministry leaders all receive a call from God to do the work that they do. I knew that I was called but after going through the bumps of ministry and thinking about giving up I finally embraced Romans 11:29, “since God’s gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable.” (HCSB)

Defining Moment #2 – The Day I Resigned My First Ministry. 
This was the day that I became keenly aware that the Kingdom of God was bigger then my efforts or my abilities. This is the day that I realized that my work would have to be continued by someone else. This is the day that I fully understood what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:6 when he stated, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” (HCSB).

Defining Moment #3 – The Day I Preached My First Funeral. 
It is easy for ministry to engulf our time energy, and our focus. The day I preached my first funeral was the day that I realized that all of my days would end. I realized that no matter how hard I tried that I would leave some things undone. I also realized in that defining moment that some of the struggles and trials that I faced on that day would someday prove to be insignificant.

Defining Moment #4 – The Day I Quit Comparing Myself to Others. 
It is so tempting in ministry to compare ourselves to someone else and focus on where we lack on fall short. I believe that this is one of the most damaging points of ministry. God never calls us to be someone else or even like someone else. God is the God of individuality. In fact Jesus states in Luke 12:7 “Indeed, the hairs of your head are all counted. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows!" (HCSB). God knows me and created me just as I am. He does not want me to compare myself to someone else.

Defining Moment #5 – The Day I learned to Forgive Those Who Had Hurt Me. 
One aspect that makes ministry tough is the fact that we see the same people over and over again. When we have a disagreement or a difference that pops up it is something that plays itself over a period of months or even years. One aspect of ministry that was never taught to me in seminary was how to forgive others. It is something that we preach about but not something that is easy to practice. I have come to believe that an essential part of ministry is to forgive others. The day that I realized that was the day my ministry changed.

Ministry in the 21st Century can be difficult and exhausting. I am thankful for the days of ministry when I see lives transformed because of people developing a relationship with God. I am thankful for days when I see families transformed because they have learned about grace, love, and acceptance. But most of all I am thankful for the God who has revealed defining moments of my ministry that have shaped me as a minister and transformed the type of ministry I would perform.



Pastor, please share your own "defining moments" in ministry below ...
Ken Gosnell is the lead pastor for a new church work in the DC Metro area. You can contact Ken at Kenspeaks@gmail.com
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Reader Comments:

Besides my salvation at age 7 I believe these moments represent many turning points in my ministry ... 

1. My call to ministry at age 15. I remember sharing this with my family and close friends and then with my church family. I began preaching in a nursing home soon after. 

2. My call to excellence in preaching. A professor at Southern Seminary encouraged me after I delivered a sermon in "preaching lab." "Craig, you're going to be a great preacher." He made me believe it. Since that day, I've taken that call very seriously. 

3. My call to minister to pastors. After serving many years as a pastor, I was called to LifeWay to produce Pastors Today e-newsletter each week. It's one of my greatest joys, even now as I'm back in full- time pastoral ministry.
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Thought provoking. Here are mine: 

Defining Moment #1 - The Day that I Embraced my Calling. 

I can remember sobbing in a phone booth in my college dorm as I finally surrendered to God's plan and not my own. 

Defining Moment #2 – The Day I Took My First International Mission Trip 

It was on this trip that I realized God is global and that we share so much with the body of Christ throughout the world. 
Defining Moment #3 – The Day I Surrendered To Student Ministry 
A student in my youth ministry was tragically killed. I was devastated. Then God took the tragedy and confirmed what I would spend my life doing for Him. A part of me still wishes the pain of that time could have been avoided but in my life it is the beacon of the moment I know understand to be God using what was meant for evil for good. 
Defining Moment #4 – The Day I Became A Husband 
This may sound odd when talking about ministry but when Kendra and I became a team my ministry greatly benefited. God provided me a beautiful wife who has joined me as my major ministry partner. 

Defining Moment #5 – The Day I left ministry without a job 
One of the scariest things I ever did in my life. Although walking away from ministry for a season was not fun, it made me appreciate each day God have given me to serve Him full-time. I love my job and I think I understand true, biblical calling better after having to sit on the sidelines for awhile. 

There are several more moments that have defined me not only as a Pastor but as a person. These are the five that have probably played the largest role in defining who I am as a minister of God's Word.
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