The greatest issue in defeat is resolving who caused/allowed the defeat and that Person is ultimately God.  No matter what was said or done, it must be remembered that God could have arranged things differently.  He could even have slain your critics but He obviously did not do so.  So you lost.  How now do you respond?  You probably feel that God let you down.  Come to think of it, that sounds like David in the Psalms, Jeremiah in the pit, Isaiah becoming two parts, John the Baptist in prison and on and on the list goes.  God did indeed let you down based on your own expectations, but God did not let you down based on His expectations (Romans 8:28, Matthew 20:15).  The key to overcoming this defeat is re-aligning your expectations with God’s expectations.  Spend a lot of time venting at God instead of your enemies.  And memorize Matthew 20:15.  It does not seem fair to give your heart away to people then be shown the door, but it is part of following Jesus to the cross.  Trust me, it is easier to write this than to do this!  T
